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Subject: FW: CCKA Memo: Poseidon - Huntington Beach Subsurface Feasibility 
Attachments: CCKA Memo_Subsurface Feasibility_Poseidon Huntington Beach_7.9.2018_FINAL.pdf

From: Sean Bothwell [mailto:sbothwell@cacoastkeeper.org]  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2018 9:27 AM 
To: Smythe, Hope@Waterboards <Hope.Smythe@waterboards.ca.gov> 
Cc: Reeder, Terri@Waterboards <Terri.Reeder@waterboards.ca.gov>; Joe Geever (geeverjoe@gmail.com) 
<geeverjoe@gmail.com>; Ray Hiemstra <ray@coastkeeper.org>; Garry Brown <garry@coastkeeper.org> 
Subject: CCKA Memo: Poseidon ‐ Huntington Beach Subsurface Feasibility  

Dear Ms. Smythe,  

On June 21st the California Coastkeeper Alliance (CCKA) submitted three expert independent reports identifying serious 
flaws with the application materials submitted by Poseidon regarding the feasibility of subsurface intakes for the Poseidon 
– Huntington Beach Project proposal. Attached please find CCKA’s memo contextualizing each report as they relate to
the ISTAP Reports, Poseidon’s application materials, and the law as required by the Desalination Ocean Plan Amendment
and Water Code Section 13142.5(b).

For the reasons described in the attached memo, we respectfully state that (1) ISTAP Phase 1 erred in concluding slant 
wells were not technically feasible for the proposed facility, (2) the ISTAP Phase 2 Report did not adequately support the 
conclusion that subsurface intakes are economically infeasible, and (3) the Regional Board cannot legally rely on the 
ISTAP conclusion that subsurface intakes are infeasible for the Poseidon – Huntington Beach project because the 
rationale and evidence used does not adequately support the conclusions. We request that the Regional Board conduct a 
new, independent, and more comprehensive analysis of the feasibility of subsurface intakes for the Poseidon – Huntington 
Beach project using the criteria set forth in the OPA. At a minimum, a new, independent study should be conducted to 
ascertain the technical feasibility of slant wells that includes both the proposed site and design capacity, as well as other 
site locations and design capacities that may increase the feasibility of subsurface intakes for the project. We strongly 
recommend a third-party review of the Geosyntec and HydroFocus analyses prior to issuance of a Tentative Decision. We 
further recommend the Regional Board employ the team of experts analyzing and testing slant wells for the proposed 
Doheny seawater desalination proposal ─ experts who already have experience in similar analyses at a nearby site. This 
technical feasibility study should then be followed by an economic analysis that evaluates the full cost and economic 
opportunity of subsurface intake.  

Sincerely,  
Sean Bothwell 

Sean Bothwell 
Policy Director 
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