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Poseidon Water LLC: UNNEEDED AND 
UNRELIABLE
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Carlsbad Desalination Plant
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Red Tide IN Agua Hedionda May 3, 
2020
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Reliability

2016-2017
• Shortfall of 9,196 acre-feet

2017-2018
• Shortfall of 10,880 acre-feet

Average cost 2017-2018
• $2,511 / acre-feet

Payment for shortfall 2017-2018
• $5,359,070

Causes
• Mechanical failures, feedwater

quality, inspection, repair, power 
outages
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Reliability

2019 Delivery Shortfall
• 5,000 acre-feet
• $1.9 million penalty fee

Causes
• Mechanical failures, feedwater

quality, inspection, repair, power 
outages

Cost of Energy
• $3 million over budget in 2018



6

Chronic toxicity violations

Cost of water
• $2,685 / acre-foot in 2018-

2019
• +$2,800 / acre-foot in 2019-

2020

Citations
• 5 wastewater discharge 

violations

Total Cost
• $121 million
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Regional Board Conserve and protect Water 
QualitY

And Carefully conserve poseidon’s trustworthiness



8
P: Morgan Maassen
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