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Why am I receiving this?    
The Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Water Board) and Ford Motor Company (Ford) are 
distributing this fact sheet to provide information on Ford’s 
ongoing environmental activities at the former Ford 
Aeronutronics property at 1000 Ford Road, Newport 
Beach (Site). The Water Board is the lead state agency 
overseeing environmental investigation and remediation 
activities. You are receiving this fact sheet because you 
reside, work or own property within or near the Site 
boundaries. 
 
What is being investigated? 
Under the oversight of the Water Board, Ford is 
conducting an environmental investigation to determine if 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), specifically 
trichloroethene (TCE) and tetrachloroethene (PCE), from 
soil gas (tiny air pockets between soil particles) are 
impacting the quality of indoor air in the vicinity of the Site. 
TCE and PCE were used at the Site during business 
operations. Details about past investigation activities can 
be found at www.FordNBFacts.com.  

 
What is the current status? 
As of February 2020, 311 subsurface locations have been 
sampled for soil gas and results show that most of the soil 
gas plume in the vicinity of the Site has been defined. In 
addition, over 281 properties have had their indoor air 
sampled. Low levels of PCE and TCE have been detected 
in the indoor air in 91 homes and air purifying units have 
been offered to 24 properties where data warranted short-
term mitigation measures. Further evaluation will be 
conducted this year to determine whether PCE and TCE 
is the result of vapors moving into homes from below the 
subsurface (vapor intrusion) or it is from another indoor air 
source such as dry-cleaned clothes or household 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure of former facility and 
surrounding area 
 
Site History & Information 
The former Ford Aeronutronics 
facility occupied the property at 
1000 Ford Road, Newport Beach, 
from 1957 to 1993. Its primary 
operation consisted of aerospace 
and electronic research, 
development, and production. Ford 
has been working voluntarily under 
regulatory oversight since the early 
1990s to address environmental 
impacts associated with the 
previous operations. VOCs 
associated with past operations 
are in soil, soil gas (vapors found 
below the surface) and 
groundwater on- and off-Site. On-
Site assessment and remediation 
activities were completed in 1997 
and off-Site investigations are 
ongoing. 

  

http://www.fordnbfacts.com/
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chemicals. Data is also being used to prepare a 
comprehensive evaluation of investigation results that 
will be included in the Risk Assessment Reports.  
  
Soil Vapor Extraction Pilot Test 
On January 13, 2020, the Water Board approved Ford’s 
November 20, 2019 Revised Interim Remedial Action 
Plan (IRAP) to conduct a Soil Vapor Extraction (SVE) 
pilot test. This pilot test will determine if SVE remediation 
is an effective technology to remove VOCs present in 
the subsurface.  
 
Where will the pilot test occur?  
To get the best possible data, the following three 
locations were chosen primarily because they have the 
highest known soil gas concentrations found to date as 
well as different subsurface conditions: 
 
1. Location 1: The Caltrans right-of-way to the east of 
the southern portion of the Newport North Apartment 
Homes 

 
2. Location 2: The southeast corner of the Bayridge Park 
Homeowners Association  

 
3. Location 3: The northwest corner of the Sea Island 
Community Association along Sea Island Drive  
 
The test locations are shown on the figure on the back 
page of this update. 
 
What work will occur as part of the pilot test? 
At least one SVE well and multiple soil gas monitoring 
probes will be installed at each location. Temporary SVE 
equipment will also be utilized at each location, which be 
either trailer mounted or skid mounted. A diesel 
generator will provide power to the SVE equipment.  
 
The SVE system will operate at each individual location 
between one and three weeks and will extract VOC-
impacted soil gas. VOCs will be removed from the 
extracted air using carbon filters. The treated air will be 
released into the atmosphere in compliance with South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (Air District) 
permits. Contractors will sample soil gas before, during 
and after the operation of the system.  

TCE and PCE 
TCE is a chemical compound that 
was commonly used as an 
industrial solvent and metal 
degreaser. PCE is a chemical 
compound commonly used in 
clothes dry cleaning and metal 
degreasing. TCE and PCE are 
among a group of chemicals 
known as chlorinated solvents, 
which evaporate easily, are highly 
stable and non-flammable at 
room temperature. Due to its 
widespread use, low levels of 
TCE are common in the air in 
urban areas. 
 

Safety of Drinking Water 
Your drinking water is safe to 
drink. Water is provided by the 
City of Newport Beach Public 
Works and meets state and 
federal standards for quality.  
 

Reports 
GeoTracker is the Water Boards’ 
data management system for 
sites that impact, or have the 
potential to impact, water quality 
in California.  

Investigation results, project 
documents, and details about 
past and planned field work can 
be viewed and downloaded from 
GeoTracker online at: 
http://geotracker.waterboar 
ds.ca.gov/profile_report?gl 
obal_id=SL188023848.  

Select reports pertaining to recent 
investigation activities may also 
be viewed and downloaded at 
www.FordNBFacts.com (see 
Project Documents tab). 

 

http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report?global_id=SL188023848
http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report?global_id=SL188023848
http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report?global_id=SL188023848
http://www.fordnbfacts.com/
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When will the work occur?  
SVE system installation and operation is planned to occur in spring/summer 2020. Prior 
to the operation of the SVE system, utility clearance, installation of SVE wells and soil 
gas monitoring probes, baseline sampling, will be conducted. Crews may need to dig 
small trenches to install the hosing/piping to the SVE equipment at certain locations, 
alternatively traffic ramps may be used to protect above-ground piping. These pre-pilot 
test field activities will take 1-2 months to complete.  Operation of the system will last 
one to three weeks. After the operation is complete, a crew will return to remove all 
equipment and restore the area to its previous condition. 
 
Field work will be limited to Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. However, SVE 
equipment will run continuously for the duration of the test. This schedule is tentative 
and may change due to permitting, weather, equipment availability, or other unforeseen 
factors. 
 
What might the community notice? 
The trailer mounted or skid mounted system will occupy an area of approximately 25 
feet by 30 feet and will be at each location between one and three weeks. There will be 
some noise associated with temporary installation activities and the operation of the 
SVE system. Temporary fencing with sound barriers will be installed around the system 
to reduce noise impacts. Approximately four parking spaces will be temporarily blocked 
off while the SVE system is in operation within the Bayridge Park Homeowners 
Association and the Sea Island Community Association. In addition, soil gas sampling 
activities may require blocking parts of the streets temporarily. Residents within these 
communities will be provided with work notices prior to the start of these activities.  
 
How will you keep the community safe? 
All work will be conducted under the oversight of the Water Board and in accordance 
with Air District and Orange County Environmental Health Care Agency permits. Work 
will be coordinated with local homeowner associations and will be conducted in a 
manner that is protective of public health and safety. Site signage will be posted at each 
location and will include a toll-free project information line for people to call with 
questions or concerns. 
 
When will the results of the SVE test be available?  
The Water Board has requested that Ford submit a report with its findings 60 days after 
the SVE pilot test work has been completed. The report will be available on GeoTracker 
and the Ford Project Website (see links on page 2).  Results will also be shared through 
an additional community fact sheet and community meeting in the fall.  
 
What decisions will be made based on the test results? 
Results from the pilot test will allow the Water Board to determine if SVE is an effective 
remediation method to reduce soil gas concentrations in select areas of the Site. If this 
test is not successful, Ford will evaluate other potential remedial or long-term mitigation 
measures for Water Board approval. 
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For More Information 
Jessica Law Ford Project Information Line: (833) 949-3673 
Water Board Case Manager Ford Project Email – info@FordNBFacts.com  
(951) 782-4381 Ford Project Website: www.FordNBFacts.com 
Jessica.Law@waterboards.ca.gov    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Community Meetings 
Due to venue capacity, the Water Board will host two community meetings to provide 
an update on recent environmental investigation findings and an overview of SVE 
system activities. The same information will be presented at each meeting via a 
presentation followed by a question and answer session. 
 
When: Thursday, May 28 
  Session 1: 4:00 – 5:30 PM 
  Session 2: 6:30 – 8:00 PM 
 
Where: Civic Center Community Room, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach 

mailto:info@FordNBFacts.com
http://www.fordnbfacts.com/
mailto:Jessica.Law@waterboards.ca.gov
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