
Quail Valley Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Prohibition 
Effective Date: 

On October 3, 2006, the Santa Ana Water Board adopted a Basin Plan amendment 
prohibiting the use of on-site septic tank-subsurface disposal systems in the Quail 
Valley area of Riverside County (Resolution No. R8-2006-0024). The Basin Plan 
amendment prohibited discharges from new on-site septic tank-subsurface disposal 
systems (which included onsite wastewater treatment systems); required existing on-
site septic tank-subsurface disposal systems to connect to sanitary sewer service, if 
available; applied to all areas in Quail Valley; and included an exception to the 
prohibition: if the local sewering agency had installed or designed a sanitary sewer 
system for Subarea 4 and Subarea 9 by August 20, 2012, new systems could be 
permitted in the remaining subareas. The prohibition became effective on August 20, 
2007. On [RB Adoption Date], the Santa Ana Water Board revised the Quail Valley On-
site Septic Tank-Subsurface Disposal System Prohibition, which is now referred to as 
the Quail Valley Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Prohibition. 

Quail Valley Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Prohibition (Resolution R8-2020-
0004): 

1 Definitions 

1.1 Location 
“Quail Valley” is a community located within the City of Menifee in Riverside 
County and includes nine subareas. 

1.2 Onsite Wastewater Treatment System(s) (OWTS) 
“Onsite wastewater treatment system(s)” (OWTS) (commonly known as septic 
systems) means individual disposal systems, community collection and disposal 
systems, and alternative collection and disposal systems that use subsurface 
disposal. The short form of the term may be singular or plural. OWTS do not 
include graywater systems regulated under Health and Safety Code section 
17922.12. 

1.3 Existing OWTS 
“Existing OWTS” means an OWTS that is properly functioning, permitted, and 
installed before the effective date of this Quail Valley Prohibition Amendment, 
[EFFECTIVE DATE]. 



1.4 New OWTS 
“New OWTS” means an OWTS that was not approved or installed before the 
effective date of this Quail Valley Prohibition Amendment [EFFECTIVE DATE]. 
Replacement systems for existing OWTS are not considered new OWTS. 

1.5 OWTS Policy 
“OWTS Policy” means the Statewide Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, 
Design, Operation and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
Policy (Resolution 2012-0032). The OWTS Policy established minimum operating 
requirements for the siting and construction of septic systems and the minimum 
level of performance expected from septic systems. The goal of the OWTS Policy 
is to correct and prevent system failures due to poor siting and design and 
excessive OWTS densities. 

1.6 Local Agency Management Program (LAMP) 
“Local Agency Management Program” (LAMP) means a program developed by 
local agencies and approved by a Regional Water Quality Control Board to 
manage the installation of new and replacement OWTS within the jurisdiction of 
that program pursuant to Tier 2 of the OWTS Policy. 

2 OWTS Prohibition 

The discharge of waste from new OWTS in Quail Valley is prohibited, except as 
provided in section 3 below. 

3 Exceptions to the OWTS Prohibition 

The discharge of waste from new OWTS is prohibited unless the following 
conditions are met: 

3.1 The system is in Subareas 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, or 8, and 

3.2 There is no available sanitary sewer service to serve the parcel, and 

3.3 The system meets the conditions and requirements of (1) an applicable, approved 
LAMP, or (2) if there is no applicable, approved LAMP at the time the system is to 
be installed, Tier 1 of the OWTS Policy. 



4 LAMP Reporting 

By February 1 of each year, local agencies implementing the Riverside County 
LAMP in Quail Valley must submit the number, location, and description of permits 
issued for new and replacement OWTS in Quail Valley to the Santa Ana Water 
Board during the preceding reporting period of January 1st to December 31st. 

5 Requirement to Connect to Sanitary Sewer Service 

The owner of an OWTS in Quail Valley must discontinue use of the OWTS and 
must connect to the sanitary sewer service within 12 months of sewer availability 
within 200 feet of the property served by the OWTS. 
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