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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD PLAN TO PREPARE A RESOLUTION REGARDING
CULTURAL AND SUBSISTENCE FISHING BENEFICIAL USES

The State Water Resources Control Board recognizes the importance of identifying tribal and cultural uses
within water quality control plan beneficial use designations and is currently seeking input regarding
appropriate language for creating tribal and cultural beneficial use designations. Currently, only the North
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Region 1) explicitly recognizes traditional and tribal cultural uses
of water by indigenous (native) peoples as beneficial uses in its basin plan with the following designations:

Commercial and Sport Fishing (COMM) is defined as “uses of water for commercial or recreational
(sport) collection of fish, shellfish, or other aquatic organisms including, but not limited to, uses
involving organisms intended for human consumption, including human subsistence and/or for bait
purposes.”

Native American Culture (CUL) is defined as “Uses of water that support the cultural and/or traditional
rights of indigenous people such as subsistence fishing, basket weaving and jewelry material
collection, navigation to traditional ceremonial locations, and ceremonial uses.”

While the State Water Board explores the appropriate means to address tribal and cultural beneficial use
designations in the long term through including language in upcoming State wide plans and policies, the
State Water Board is proposing a first step measure through issuing a resolution to set the foundation for
future State Water Board actions to recognize traditional and tribal cultural uses of water by indigenous
peoples. This resolution is expected to direct Regional Water Boards to consider developing beneficial use
designations consistent with language presented in the resolution.

While this resolution will not specifically create a designation, it will present existing North Coast Regional
Board language, and the State Water Board welcomes your input on the above language. We encourage CA
tribes to discuss this beneficial use language in preparation for engaging in conversations on the proposed
resolution in the coming months. We understand that dialogues among tribes and tribal organizations have
already begun and we are encouraged by these intertribal efforts.

We look forward to meeting with you in the near future on this issue. Please submit your proposed language
for consideration to Gita Kapahi, Water Board Tribal Liaison at Gita. Kapahi@waterboards.ca.gov, by
October 25, 2013.

Sincerely,

elicia Marcus
Chair

FeLicia Marcus, cHAIR | THOMAS HOWARD, EXEGUTIVE DIRECTOR

1001 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 | Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, Ca 95812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca.gov
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Tribal Ad Hoc Beneficial Use Group

CC:

Michael Lauffer
Chief Counsel
Office of Chief Counsel

Kenneth Bogdan
Senior Staff Attorney
Office of Chief Counsel

Vicky Whitney
Deputy Director
Division of Water Quality

Rik Rasmussen
Acting Deputy Director
Division of Water Quality

Gita Kapahi
Director

Office of Public Participation

October 1, 2013
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