
Filing a Petition with the Division of Water Rights
A petition is needed to make changes to a water right permit, license, or a pending 
application. To make a change to a water right registration, please refer to the
Registrations Program website. Below you will find help on where to begin the petition 
process in CalWATRS. 

Accessing Your Water Rights 
You will need to have created a CalWATRS account and migrated your records in order 
to file a petition for your water rights. If you have not created an account yet you can find 
help here.

1. Create a CalWATRS account. If you need help with this step, please review this 
guide: waterboards.ca.gov/upward/calwatrs/resources/creating-an-account.pdf.  

2. Log in to your CalWATRS account. 

3. Use the following link to access the “Petition” page: 
https://calwatrs.waterboards.ca.gov/portal/s/petition?c__isRequestChange=No.

a. To file a wastewater change petition, please see page 4 below.

4. Click the “Start Petition” button. 
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5. Review and agree to the notice. 

6. You can search for your water right ID and select the petition type. Click “Next” and 
complete the remaining pages. Note, throughout the petition, you can save your 
progress and return later by clicking “Save and exit”.

7. Upon petition submittal, you will receive an email confirmation. Once both your 
complete petition and appropriate fee(s) are received, your petition will be reviewed 
by State Water Board staff.
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8. Draft (i.e., in-progress) and completed petitions will appear on the “My Application & 
Requests” page for the appropriate party with a connected CalWATRS account. 
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Wastewater Change Petition Filing Instructions
If you do not have existing water rights (e.g., those filing a wastewater change petition): 
You can access the “Petition” page by clicking the “Online Services” button at the top of 
your CalWATRS dashboard. From there, select the “Water Rights Request” tab and click 
“Next” on the “Petition” tile.  (See the two screenshots below) 
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