The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is soliciting comments on changes made to proposed regulations implementing training and certification requirements for underground storage tank owners, operators, installers, inspectors, and service technicians. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking was originally published on March 7, 2003.  The proposed regulations were the subject of a public hearing, held on April 28, 2003.  

The proposed changes would amend sections 2611, 2630, 2635, 2636, 2636.1, 2637, 2641, 2643, and 2712, and add sections 2631.1, 2638, and 2715 in Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR). These amendments to Title 23 will:

1. Require certification for: 1) individuals who are responsible for the operation and compliance of an underground storage tank facility (defined in this regulation package as "designated operators"), 2) individuals who conduct UST facility inspections, 3) individuals who install underground storage tank systems or components, and 4) individuals who install, calibrate, test, and maintain monitoring equipment (defined in this regulation package as "service technicians").

2. Require owners of UST systems to sign a written statement to be submitted to the local agency stating that their facility is in compliance with all regulatory and statutory requirements, and identifying the facility's designated UST operator.

3. Require annual on-the-job training for facility employees provided by the designated UST operator.

4. Require owners or operators of underground storage tank systems to submit product compatibility and permeability information to the State Water Resources Control Board or local regulatory agency, upon request.

5. Require automatic line leak detectors on all double-walled pressurized piping and provide an alternative to the 0.1 gallon per hour (gph) annual line test.

6. Permit licensed tank testers to install, calibrate, test, and maintain monitoring equipment if they meet existing training and certification requirements.
The proposed changes implement recent legislation [Senate Bill 989 (stats. 1999, ch. 812), and Assembly Bill 1465 (stats. 2001, ch.154)]. A complete text of the proposed regulations and a detailed statement of reasons for the proposed 15-day changes and the originally proposed regulations (as published March 3, 2003) are available online. (See links at right of page.)

Directions for submitting comments and requesting further information on amendments to the proposed regulations can be found in the Notice Of Modifications To Text Of Proposed Regulations. Note: All comments on the proposed regulatory changes must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on August 15th, 2003.

Please direct questions or comments on the proposed regulatory changes to Mr. Scott Bacon (email: bacons@swrcb.ca.gov) or phone: (916) 341-5873.
