S

XL
CALIFORNIA \" Yana GARcia
‘ i SECRETARY FOR

Water Boards ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

State Water Resources Control Board

August 20, 2025

Re: Procedural Ruling on Request to Postpone Status Conference and
Associated Deadlines (Hearing on the Proposed Sites Reservoir Project)

TO ALL PARTIES:

On August 8, 2025, the Administrative Hearings Office (AHO) issued a Notice of Status
Conference to be held on September 4 to discuss possible permit terms for any water
right permit issued by the Board for Application 25517X01 related to proposed updates
to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento San Joaquin
Delta (Bay-Delta Plan) and to address California Endangered Species Act requirements.
The AHO invited comment from the parties in status conference statements on (1) the
draft terms included in the August 8 Notice, and (2) whether to hold open the evidentiary
record to allow parties to submit additional evidence relevant to the draft terms.

This procedural ruling addresses the August 13 request by Friends of the River, the
Winnemem Wintu Tribe, California Indian Environmental Alliance, California Sportfishing
Protection Alliance, Center for Biological Diversity, San Francisco Baykeeper, Save
California Salmon, Water Climate Trust, and Chhé'ee Fdkaa Band of Northeastern
Pomo, for an extension of the August 25, 2025 deadline to submit status conference
statements until September 15, and a corresponding rescheduling of the September 4,
2025 status conference until September 24. (2025-08-13 NGO-Tribal Time Extension for
Sites Terms.) The SDWA Parties, including San Joaquin County, and T&M King Farms
joined the request. (2025-08-14 SDWA Ltr to AHO re Extension for Sites Terms; 2025-
08-15 T&M King Farms email to AHO.) The Protestants reference the hearing on the
proposed Delta Conveyance Project, the hearing on the Yuba Accord, and the workshop
and comment period on the Draft Bay-Delta Plan that are pending before the State
Water Board, as the reason for the requested extension. The Sites Project Authority
opposes the Protestants’ request for extension. (2025-08-13 Sites email to AHO.)

When the Protestants submitted their request, the State Water Board intended to hold a
workshop on the Draft Bay-Delta Plan on September 8 and 9. Comments on the Draft
Bay-Delta Plan were due on September 10. On August 15, after submission of the
request for postponement of the status conference in this proceeding, the State Water
Board postponed the scheduled workshop dates and comment deadline for the Draft
Bay-Delta Plan until September 25 and 26, and September 29, respectively.
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| conclude that September 4 remains an appropriate date to conduct this status
conference. The hearing on the proposed Delta Conveyance Project adjourned on
August 18 for two weeks and the deadlines associated with the Bay-Delta Plan Update
are now postponed. Most importantly, however, the comments invited through the status
conference statements and during the status conference will not be the only or the last
opportunity for the parties to comment on all of the permit terms associated with any
approval of the water right application. The purpose of the status conference is primarily
to assist the AHO to decide whether to close the evidentiary record. This decision must
be made as soon as possible to allow time to plan any additional hearing dates and to
avoid unnecessary delay in the preparation of a draft decision for the Board’s
consideration. After the evidentiary record is closed, the parties will have an opportunity
to comment and present argument on the draft decision circulated to the parties,
including any permit terms if the decision would approve the water right application, and
the parties will have a subsequent opportunity to comment and present argument on
any revisions to the draft decision before it is adopted by the Board.

In recognition that some of the Protestants are also participating in the AHO hearing on
the Yuba Accord which is being conducted this week, | will grant a short extension of
the deadline for status conference statements from August 25 until August 28.

Nicole L. Kuenzi

Presiding Hearing Officer
Administrative Hearings Office

Date: August 20, 2025
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