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INTRODUCTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The task force members and state board staff made self-introductions.  There were no announcements.

The agenda was approved.

STATE BUDGET UPDATE

Jim Kuykendall updated the members of the taskforce on the state budget as it affects clean beach programs and the funding of projects.

· The SWRCB will continue to implement and fund programs that have been initiated, e.g.,   Clean Beach Initiative, SRF, Consolidated RFP for Prop. 40 and 50 funds.

· The Financial Assistance Division lost 12 positions, and 20 to 30 positions that were suppose to be filled were taken away.

· The division will not initiate new programs for at least a year.

· Clean Beaches has approximately $46 million; $20 million this year and $23 million next year.

· No additional staff to put onto Clean Beaches program.

· Christopher Stevens is in charge of the Clean Beaches program.

· Mark Fong, Bruce Lockin, Laura Peters and Connie Perkins remain the staff working Clean Beaches program.

· Rachel Horsley has taken over for Kathy Mowlems tasks with contracts for the Clean Beaches program.

Mark Gold expressed concerns regarding the staff’s ability to manage the existing Proposition 13 projects in addition to the new Proposition 40 projects.  Dr. Gold thinks that project goals may suffer if staff cannot devote sufficient time to manage the projects.  Mr. Kuykendall assured the CBTF that there would be sufficient staff time allocated for the management of both Propositions 13 and 40 projects.

CBTF members (John Dorsey, Mark Gold, Charles McGee, Trish Holden, Jack Gregg) expressed a willingness to assist staff to assure that projects progress satisfactorily, review monitoring plans and monitoring data.

John Dorsey stated that it was important to know the effectiveness of projects worked based on the outcomes from the various follow-up monitoring programs.  The ultimate issue that must be is addressed is whether the project met its goals.  Mr. Kuykendall suggested that there may be some funds available to contract with a consultant to evaluate all the projects and report on the projects’ effectiveness.  John Dorsey said he would be willing to meet with Steve Weisberg, Executive Director of the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project to draft a proposal for evaluating the Proposition 13 and possibly Proposition 40 projects’ data.

Jack Gregg expressed concerns as to the ability of local agencies receiving grants having the resources to complete a project once the grant is awarded.  If not, what should be done?  Dr. Gregg suggested that assistance from the SWRCB should be available if resources allow to prevent the funds from having to be re-appropriated year after year with the possibility that the project never is completed.

CRITERIA FOR REVIEW OF PROJECTS

Christopher Stevens reported that there were 40 projects to review by the task force.  All projects meet the criteria established for Category A or B, and all projects meet the CBTF criteria for Rank 1, i.e., the projects propose to use proven technology at locations that have a demonstrated need for a Clean Beach Project.

It was suggested that projects be grouped by type of technology/solution being proposed, e.g., diversion.  After some discussion, Mr. Kuykendall suggested that the CBTF take the projects in the order they are listed and decide the merits of the project individually in order.  This was agreed to.

Mark Gold informed the group that experience gained with existing drain discharge diversions demonstrated that they should not be placed in the tidal prism and that they be sized with a safety factor built in for capacity in order to prevent maintenance problems and pump failures. He stressed the need for instrumentation to monitor the functioning of the system.

PROPOSITION 40: PROPOSED PROJECTS REVIEW BY CBTF

The task force considered each project as presented by staff.  The projects have been placed in numerical order and not the order they were considered during the meeting.  The following actions were taken by the CBTF:

Project #42 (East Brother Light Station, a non-profit organization):  Approved proposed sewage treatment system for funding ($86,000) if the non-governmental agency applying is qualified to receive grants funding.

Project #43 (City of Dana Point):  Approved urban runoff diversion ($500,000) for funding.  

Project #44 (City of Dana Point):  Each governmental agency is limited to $5million in grant funds.  This urban runoff diversion project was not funded due to this limit.

Project #46 (City of Dana Point):  CBTF Comments:  The proposed urban runoff treatment system must receive all approvals from Resources Agency; ozone treatment is expensive, but City is proactive and could fund part of this project.  Project tentatively approved ($4million) contingent upon further review and evaluation by CBTF members Mark Gold, Charles McGee and Trish Holden.

Project #49 (City of Seal Beach):  Diversion project not funded.  Applicant must provide additional information/data, e.g., how much of this flow contributes to the total flow of the San Gabriel River? What is the impact of this flow on Seal Beach?

Project #55 (City of Seal Beach):  Diversion project not funded.  The CBTF deemed the project location as poor.  .

Project #56 (Gualala Community Services District): Applicant proposes the construction of a public sewer system (Category B) to replace on-site sewage systems.  Project not funded.  CBTF believes this is a SRF project only.  No water quality problem at Gualala Park Beach that is monitored per AB 411 has been documented.  Additional documentation regarding the on-site systems and the quality of the receiving waters is needed.  CBTF members Philip Smith (Marin County) and Dean Peterson (San Mateo County) will contact the applicant. Project may be reconsidered at a future CBTF meeting.

Project #62 (Montara Sanitary District):  Sewer system upgrade (Category B) project approved.

Project #71 (City of Pacific Grove):  Project to extend existing CBI urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #73 (City of Santa Cruz):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #86 (City of Laguna Beach):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #87 (City of Laguna Beach):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #98 (City of San Buenaventura):  Applicant has not defined the project (urban runoff diversion) to the required degree.  Project not approved.  Applicant must submit additional information to justify the project.

Project #101 (City of Santa Monica):  Urban runoff diversion project approved. 

Project #106 (City of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved 
Project #108 (County of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #110 (County of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #113 (County of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #114 (County of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #115 (County of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #116 (County of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #133 (City of Laguna Beach):  CBTF believes this project is more preventative than corrective.  Project not approved.
 Project #137 (City of San Clemente):  Urban runoff diversion project approved. 

Project #138 (City of Seal Beach):  Diversion project not funded.  Applicant must provide additional information/data, e.g., how much of this flow contributes to the total flow of the San Gabriel River? What is the impact of this flow on Seal Beach?  Applicant may make an alternate proposal or submit additional information/data to justify project

Project #159 (City of Del Mar):  Project to divert urban runoff not approved without additional information: For what period of time is lagoon open to the ocean water during AB-411 monitoring period; does lagoon water have a subsurface connection to the ocean water? Is the lagoon classified as REC-1?  Is the lagoon water impaired? The CBTF agreed to either review any additional information/data by its next meeting or by conference call or by email. 

Project #171(San Elijio Joint Powers Authority):  Category B project to upgrade sewer pump station approved. 

Project #174 (City of Newport Beach):  Diversion of urban runoff approved.

Project #195 (City of Seaside):  Project not approved at this time.  Application lacks sufficient information to approve project.  How much flow is there into the ocean and what percentage of flow is to be diverted to sanitary sewer or drain field?  What are the water quality impacts from this flow?  Is this dry weather flow?  More information data is required.  Is wetlands focused on treatment?  Has POTW agreed to take the diversion?  John Ricker (Santa Cruz County) will contact applicant.

Project #198 (Sonoma County Regional Parks Dept.):  Project to connect to public sewer approved.

Project #208 (City of Santa Barbara):  Project to treat urban runoff tentatively approved pending clarification of the following issues:  Require a full description of the treatment process and require filtration if not in the design.  Mechanism for flow equalization should be designed, e.g., excess flows should be stored and then released to equalize flows.  Department of Fish and Game may have goby and other wildlife issues?  What are the impacts on the water quality in the lagoon?  What kind of water quality improvements is expected from the project? Trish Holden will contact applicant.  Project tentatively approved.

Project #209 (City of Santa Barbara):  Project  to treat urban runoff tentatively approved.  See issues cited in project #208.

Project #210 (City of Santa Barbara):  Project to treat urban runoff tentatively approved.  Clarification required per projects #208 and 209.  Additionally, the applicant should be required to initiate and maintain a program to detect and abate sewer connections.  Will there be language put into the contract to require this program? Monitoring for effectiveness should be important because it is only an ozone unit.  How will turbidity issues be dealt with?

Project #217 (City of Pacifica):  Pacifica State Beach is a high use surfing beach and has the worst water quality problem for bacteria in San Mateo County.  The applicant proposes the upgrade of a sewer line, three stormwater diversions and the restoration of 6 acres of wetlands.  The sewer line upgrade proposes to combine funds from SRF (75%) and Proposition 40 (25%).  

The CBTF tentatively approved the project contingent on the project receiving all necessary regulatory permits and approvals.  The task force wants more data regarding the volume of water flowing to the wetlands, the design of the proposed wetland and the concentration of pollutants that may impact sediments in the wetlands.  CBTF recommends that the grant be limited to $1,000,000 unless the applicant justifies additional expenses and an approved monitoring program to measure BMP efficacy incorporated into the contract.  Connie Perkins, Jack Gregg and Dean Peterson (San Mateo County) will meet with Scott Holmes to discuss the wetlands part of this project.  The proposed educational component and private sewer lateral replacement project of the proposal cannot be funded. 

Project #227 & 228 (County of Los Angeles):  Two projects to upgrade on-site sewage systems at Surfrider and Topanga Beaches tentatively approved pending the approval of an advanced effluent treatment system for the effluent since it will most likely be discharged directly into ground water at times.

Project #253 (City of Los Angeles):  Urban runoff diversion project approved.

Project #260 (County of Orange):  Project involving the diversion of urban runoff, bird control/management and trash receptacles approved to the amount of $380,000.  Use remaining Prop. 13 funds ($250,000) and add Prop. 40 funds as needed.

The component of the project replacing sand on the beach was not at this time.  This proposal may be approved next year if the county can show how it will maintain the beach sand to last 20 years.

Project #261 (County of Orange):  Project not approved for funding at this time.  Additional information must be submitted to justify the project including quantification of total run-off into San Juan Creek from the watershed, from the irrigation runoff and a cost breakdown of the various components of the project.  The CBTF may be willing to fund a pilot project to measure the efficacy of the proposal at its next meeting.  Some members believe that the water district should pay for the proposed project.

Projects #276  & 277 (South Coast Water District):  Projects to replace sewage pump stations (Category B) not approved at this time.  CBTF believes more data/information is required before proposal can be considered including the amount of dry and wet weather flows, flow data on the diversions already in place, and an analysis of the flows impact on water quality.  Applicant needs to submit additional information to justify how these projects will improve water quality? 

PROPOSITION 13 PROJECT UPDATE

SWRCB staff reviewed available information regarding Proposition 13 projects.

Travel Expense Claims:
Mr. Kuykendall instructed members on the mechanism for submitting expense claims for this meeting to the SWRCB.

NEXT MEETING

January 13, 2004 at Loyola/Marymount University.

