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CALIFORNIA

Water Boards

State Water Resources Control Board
April 5, 2018

Katherine Rubin

Manager, Wastewater Quality and Compliance
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
111 North Hope Street, Room 1213

Los Angeles, California 90012-2607

Dear Mrs. Rubin:

RE: SECOND AMENDMENT REQUEST IN ORDER FOR WASTE DISCHARGE
REQUIREMENTS AND CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY
CERTIFICATION FOR LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER (Water
Quality Order No. 2015-0068-DWQ)

An Order for Waste Discharge Requirements and Clean Water Act section 401 Certification
(Order) was issued by the State Water Resources Control Board on May 19, 2015 to the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) for the Barren Ridge project. This Order
was amended for the first time on November 16, 2015. LADWP is requesting this second
amendment to certify impacts associated with the Castaic-Haskell Circuit installation. This
circuit was included in the original Project EIR, but specific impact sites and quantities were not
identified at the time of the original Order issuance. This second amendment also incorporates
all impacts associated with minor Project deviations as of January 1, 2018.

All modified text in the amended Order is shown as additions in bold underline, and deletions

in beld-strikethrough.

If you require further assistance or have any questions, please contact me by phone at (916)
341-5462 or by email at Brendan.Reed@waterboards.ca.gov. You may also contact the
division Executive Assistant by phone at (916) 341-5568 and ask for the Water Quality Unit
Supervisor.

Sincerely,

Brendan Reed
Environmental Scientist
State Water Resources Control Board

Enclosures (1): Amended Order

FeLicia Marcus, cHair | EILEEN SOBECK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1001 | Street, Sacramenta, CA 95814 | Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, GA 95812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca.gov



Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Line Project

CC:

[Via email only] (w/ enclosure):

Sam Ziegler

Chief, Wetlands Regulatory Office

(WTR-8)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
Ziegler.Sam@epa.gov

Shannon Pankratz

Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Shannon.L.Pankratz@usace.army.mil

Lorraine Gerchas

Project Manager

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Imgerchas@fs.fed.us.

Eric Weiss

Senior Environmental Scientist

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Eric.Weiss@wildlife.ca.gov

Karen Larsen

Deputy Director for Water Quality
State Water Resources Control Board
Karen.Larsen@waterboards.ca.gov

CWA Section 401 WQC Program
Division of Water Quality

State Water Resources Control Board
Stateboard401@waterboards.ca.qov

LB Nye

Program Manager

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
LB.Nye@waterboards.ca.qov

Jan Zimmerman

401 WQC Program

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, Victorville
Jan.Zimmerman@waterboards.ca.gov

Page 2 of 2

Reg Meas. ID: 397323
Place ID: 807757



Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Line Project Reg Meas. 1D: 397323
May 19, 2015 Place ID: 807757

AMENDED STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
WATER QUALITY ORDER NO. 2015-0068-DWQ
WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS AND

A WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION
FOR

LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER

All changes to this Order for Waste Discharge Requirements and Clean Water Act section 401
Certification (Order) issued on May 19, 2015 are shown as additions in bold underline, and
deletions in bold-strikethrough. This does not include mlnor grammatical edits.

AMENDMENT 2:

The second amendment to this Order responds to the request on behalf of Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power (LADWP) for the Barren Ridge Renewable Transmigsion
Line Project. The request for this amendment to the Order issued May 19, 2015 and
previously amended on November 16, 2015 was received on September 9, 2017, and was
determined to be complete on December 14, 2017.

This amendment certifies the impacts associated with the Castaic-Haskell Circuit
installation, which were unknown at the time of the orggmal Order i issuance. This

amendment aiso includes all impacts associated with minor Project deviations as of
January 1, 2018.

AMENDMENT 1:

This amended Order responds to the request on behalf of Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power (LADWP) for the Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Line Project.
The request for amendment to the Order issued May 19, 2015 was received on October
26, 2015, and was determined to be complete on November 2, 2015.

This amendment extends the amount of time allowed to provide the State Water Board a
copy of the fully executed agreement for the purchase of mitigation credits from 180
days to 365 days from the date issuance of this Order, May 19, 2015, as described in
Condition H.{1) below.

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) finds:

1. Discharger

On July 1, 2014 Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) submitted a report of
waste discharge for the installation of 61 miles of new double-circuit 230 kilovolt (kV)
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Barren Ridge Renewable Transmission Line Project Reg Meas. ID; 397323
May 19, 2015 Place ID; 807757

transmission line from the Barren Ridge Switching Station to the Haskell Canyon Switching
Station and reconductoring of 76 miles of existing 230 kV transmission line from the Barren
Ridge Switching Station to the Rinaldi Substation (Project). On July 24, 2014 the State Water
Board notified LADWP that the application was incomplete because it lacked required
application information. The remaining application information was submitted by LADWP and
the application was deemed complete on February 25, 2015.

2. Project Description and Purpose

The Project consists of installing a new double-circuit 230 kV transmission line from the Barren
Ridge Switching Station to the Haskell Canyon Switching Station and reconductoring an existing
230 kV transmission line between Barren Ridge Switching station and Rinaldi substation. The
Project description in the application submitted by LADWP included installation of new circuits
between Castaic Power Plant; impacts associated with the installation of these new

circuits and Project deviations as of Jan 1, 2018 have been |dent1f|ed enumerated, and
amended mtothlsOrder howe licationd id g-specific locatic

For the majority of the new double-circuit 230 kV transmission line, two new 230 kV circuits will
be placed on new double-circuit transmission towers, except for an approximately 1.5 mile- .
segment just north of the Haskell Canyon Switching Station. The circuits for this 1.5 mile-
segment will be placed on existing four-circuit structures that have three vacant positions. For
the reconductoring portion of the Project, existing conductors (954/2,312 thousant circular mil
(kemil)) will be replaced with new 1,433.6 kemil “Merrimack” ACSS/TW/HS (aluminum conductor
steel supported/trapezoidal wires/high strength) conductors. The larger diameter of the new
conductors allows for greater electrical capacity.

The purpose of the Project is to maximize the delivery of renewable wind and solar energy from
the Tehachapi Mountains and Mojave Desert areas to the City of Los Angeles. The Project
would allow energy generated by wind and solar resources to be transmitted to the Los Angeles
Basin. Combined with the existing 7 percent of wind and solar energy (or 518 megawatts (MW))
currently in LADWP's resource mix, the Project could add an additional 1,400 MW of wind and
solar energy, thereby bringing the total percentage of wind and solar energy in LADWP’s
resource mix to approximately 22 percent. Additionally, implementation of the Project would
assist LADWP meet peak electrical demand, interconnect and expand LADWP’s renewable .
energy system, and provide increased reliability and flexibility of renewable energy resources.

3. Project Location

A map depicting the location of the Project is shown in Attachment A. The new 230 kV double-
circuit transmission line is 61 miles long and runs from the Barren Ridge Switching Station to the
Haskell Canyon Switching Station, paralleling LADWP's existing Barren Ridge-Rinaldi 230 kV
transmission line. The reconductoring portion of the Project will reconductor the existing Barren
Ridge-Rinaldi 230 kV transmission line. The Barren Ridge-Rinaldi transmission line extends
past the Haskell Canyon Switching Station by 15 miles to the Rinaldi Substation.

The Project is located in Kern and Los Angeles Counties. It begins about 12 miles north of the
unincorporated community of Mojave at the Barren Ridge Switching Station, slightly west of
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