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CEQA Findings of Facts: Metro Goldline Foothill Extension Project, Phase 28 {Project)

A. Environmental Review
The Metro Goldline Foothill Extension (MGFE) Construction Authority, as lead agency,
certified a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR; State Clearinghouse [SCH] No.
2010121069) for the Project and filed a Notice of Determination (NOD) at the SCH on
March 16, 2016. The State Water Board is a responsible agency under CEQA (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21069) and in making its determinations and findings, must presume
that MGFE Construction Authority's certified environmental document comports with the
requirements of CEQA and is valid (Pub. Resources Code, § 21167.3.). The State Water
Board has reviewed and considered the environmental document prepared by MGFE
Construction Authority and finds that it addresses the Project's water resource impacts
(Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15096, subd. (f}). The environmental document includes a
mitigation monitoring and reporting program (MMRP) developed by MGFE Construction
Authority for all mitigation measures that have been adopted for the Project to reduce
potential significant impacts (Pub. Resources Code,§ 21081.6, subd. (a)(1); Cal. Code
Regs., tit. 14, § 15091, subd. (d}).
B. Incorporation by Reference
Pursuant to CEQA, these Findings of Facts (Findings) support the issuance of this Order
based on the Project FEIR, the application for this Order, and other supplemental
documentation, including the Project MMRP.

The Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR}, which includes analyses of broad
impacts and serves as a first-tier document for the FEIR, is available at:
http://www.foothillgold line .erg/construction phases/glendora to montclai r/metrog old 1inefoothi 11-extension-azusa-to-m ontcla ir-d raft-e nviro nme nta 1-i mpact-re po rt/.
All CEQA project impacts, including those discussed in subsection C below, are analyzed
in detail in the Project FEIR which is incorporated herein by reference. The Project FEIR is
available at
http://www.foothillgoldline.org/construction phases/glendora to montclair/metrogoldIinefooth i11-extensio n-azusa-to-m o ntcla ir-d raft-e nvi ronm enta 1-im pact-report/.
Requirements under the purview of the State Water Board in the MMRP are incorporated
herein by reference.
The Permittee's application for this Order, including all supplemental information provided,
is incorporated herein by reference.
C. Findings
The FEIR describes the potential significant environmental effects to water resources.
Specifically, the FEIR describes potential significant impacts to biological resources that
affect water quality and beneficial uses of waters of the state; i.e., "Jurisdictional Areas,"
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and indirect water quality impacts on downstream biological resources. The FEIR finds no
potential significant impacts to any of the resources analyzed in the "Water Resources"
section of the FEIR. Having considered the whole of the record, the State Water Board
makes the following findings:
1. Findings regarding impacts that will be avoided or mitigated to a less than significant
level (Pub. Resources Code,§ 21081, subd. {a){1); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15091,
subd. (a)(1 )).
Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the Project which
avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the
FEIR.
a.i. Potential Significant Impact B-1 1 : Direct Impacts to Jurisdictional Areas:
Modification of Project plans could result in unforeseen alteration of channels spanned
by the Project and could cause impacts to waters of the state, including waters of the
U.S. (Section 3.2.3.3, Direct Impacts to Vegetation Communities/Jurisdictional Areas, p.
3.2-8).
a.ii. Facts in Support of Finding: Mitigation measure B-1-MM is proposed to address
construction effects to drainages, jurisdictional waters, and water quality: Under B-1-MM,
if design changes result in impacts to drainage(s), the Construction Authority shall retain
a qualified biologist/jurisdictional specialist to delineate the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and the Regional Water Quality Control Board. If impacts on
jurisdictional resources cannot be avoided, the Construction Authority shall obtain the
necessary permits/agreements pursuant to the Clean Water Act prior to impacting the
drainage(s). As a result of obtaining necessary permits, especially Clean Water Act
section 404 permits, Clean Water Act section 401 water quality certification pursuant to
the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, and Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreements pursuant to section 1600 of the Fish and Game Code, it is likely permit
conditions will require that construction operations 9void and minimize actions potentially
affecting water quality, and that compensation would be provided for unavoidable
permanent impacts to waters of the state, including waters of the U.S.
b.i. Potential Significant Impact B-2: Indirect Impacts to Water Quality affecting Biological
Resources: Impacts to biological resources, including waters of the state, downstream of
the Project site could occur because of changes in water quality. Petroleum or chemical
runoff from construction equipment operating near storm drains or channels could
temporarily affect water quality (Section 3.2.3.3, Direct Impacts/Water Quality, p. 3.2-9).
b.ii. Facts in Support of Finding for Impact B-2: Mitigation Measure B-5-MM is proposed
to minimize risk due to discharges of petroleum or chemical runoff to storm drains and
channels: Under this measure, any equipment operated within or adjacent to a drainage
{including storm drains and concrete channels) will be checked and maintained daily to
prevent leaks of materials that could be detrimental to water quality. Cement, concrete,
Impacts analyzed by the FEIR are not numbered. For the purposes of these findings, impacts will be
identified by the FEIR section and page number in which they are analyzed and assigned a number for
easier reference within this document.
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asphalt, paint, petroleum products, or other substances that could be hazardous to water
quality shall be prevented from entering the soil or waters of the state. Measures further
specify that any of these materials placed in an area that may result in the material
entering the drainage or jurisdictional waters shall be removed and disposed of at an
appropriate site according to regulatory guidelines. In addition, Best Management
Practices (BMPs) as would be required under mitigation measure B-1-MM, are routinely
used in the construction industry, are feasible, and are effective at minimizing the risk of
spills of petroleum and other pollutants to waters of the state.
c.i. Potential Significant Impact HW-1: Hazardous Materials may be encountered during
construction: Known and previously undiscovered hazardous materials may be
encountered during Project grading and excavation. Numerous known areas of
contamination from past spills and industrial operations exist in the Project area and are
listed in the FEIR. Previously undiscovered hazardous materials may also be present.
Without proper treatment, such materials could be discharged to waters of the state
through direct and indirect runoff, or through spills or dumping. These materials have the
potential to result in significant impact to the public and the environment (Section 3.9.3.3,
Short-Term Construction Impacts/Hazardous Waste and Materials, p. 3.9-7).
c.ii. Facts in Support of Finding for Impact HW-1: Mitigation measures HW-1-MM through
HW-6-MM are proposed to reduce potential impacts to surface waters and groundwater
due to exposure and disturbance of soils contaminated with hazardous materials during
Project grading and excavation. Measures include:
HW-1-MM - A Soil Mitigation Plan shall be prepared once final construction plans are in
place, showing the lateral and vertical extent of soil disturbance. The plan shall
establish soil reuse criteria, establish a sampling plan for stockpiled materials,
describe the disposition of materials that do not satisfy the reuse criteria, and
specify criteria for imported materials.
HW-2-MM - During project final design, specific soil testing shall be conducted.
Necessary and appropriate specific means for remediation, such as excavation
with offsite disposal or onsite reuse in low risk areas, vapor extraction, or in-situ
remediation, shall be selected and incorporated into construction or contract
documents.
HW-3-MM - Risk based cleanup levels shall be established in the Soil Mitigation Plan,
which will be reviewed and approved by the oversight agency. Soil that contains
soluble concentrations of metals in excess of the Soluble Threshold Limit
Concentration is considered a California hazardous waste and shall be removed
from the site and disposed of at an approved facility in accordance with federal
and state regulations.
HW-4-MM - Groundwater is not anticipated to be encountered, however, if ongoing
engineering indicates groundwater may be encountered, testing shall be
designed and performed to characterize groundwater where dewatering is
required.
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HW-5-MM - Hazardous materials, drums, trash, and debris shall be removed and
disposed of in accordance with regulatory guidelines.
HW-6-MM - A Health and Safety Plan shall be developed and implemented for
construction personnel. When ground disturbing activities begin, the Construction
Authority shall identify potential contamination.
These measures are consistent with construction industry BMPs and are feasible and
effective. If implemented, these measures and the conditions of this Order are likely to
sufficiently reduce risk of significant hazardous materials impacts to a level that is less
than significant.

2. No mitigation measures that are the responsibility of another agency are included in
the FEIR or Project MMRP.
3.

No statements of overriding consideration for resources subject to the Water Board's
authorities were made by the MGFE Construction Authority.

D. Determination
The State Water Board has determined that the Project, when implemented in accordance
with the MMRP and the conditions in this Order, will not result in any significant adverse
water quality or supply impacts (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15096, subd. (h)). The State
Water Board will file a NOD with the SCH within five (5) working days from the issuance of
this Order (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 15096, subd. (i)).
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