
CALIFORNIA STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

In the matter of: 

SOMA ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING, INC. 

Alleged misrepresentations 
submitted to the Underground 
Storage Tank Cleanup Fund 

S�tion I: 

) 
) 
) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND 
) STIPULATION FOR ENTRY OF 
) ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER 

ORDER 
WQ 2018-0048-EXEC 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This Settlement Agreement and Stipulation for Entry of Administrative Civil
Liability Order (Order, Stipulation, or Stipulation and Order) is entered into
by and between the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board),
on behalf of the Underground Storage Tank Cleanup Fund (Cleanup Fund),
and SOMA Environmental Engineering, Inc. (SOMA), and its principal
Mansour Sepehr (collectively, the Settling Respondents) (collectively or
separately with the State Water Boiu-d., the Party or Parties), and is presented
to the State Water Board, or its delegee, for adoption as an Order by settlement,
pursuant to Government Code section 11415.60. This Stipulation addresses all
Covered Matters (as described herein) and resolves the violations· alleged
herein by the imposition of administrative civil liability against Settling
Respondents in the amount of $200,000.00.

Section II: RECITALS 

2. On October 30, 2014, the ·office of Enforcement's Fraud, Waste, and Abuse
Prevention Unit (Fraud Prevention Unit) issued a request for infonnation and
investigative subpoena to SOMA. The request notified SOMA that the Fraud
Prevention Unit was in the process of conducting an audit of invoices and
report documents submitted, either directly or through claimants, by SOMA to
the Cleanup Fund for a period beginning in 2007 and ending June 20, 2018'
(Investigation Period).

3. The audit focused on alleged misrepresentations SOMA made to the Cleanup
Fund, including invoicing the Cleanup Fund for markup on an affiliated
company, double billing the Cleanup Fund for labor paid to Golden Gate
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