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SJRECWA is comprised of four irrigation 
water purveyors that have served 
their districts for over 130 years.

Most customers are smaller, family-
owned farms that have been here for 
generations.

BackgroundBackground

SJRECWA services approximately 240,000 acres of prime 
agricultural land spanning Fresno, Madera, Merced and 
Stanislaus counties.
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The Need for ConservationThe Need for Conservation
Micro Sprinkler System on an Almond Orchard in Gustine

Conservation is a key part of our efforts to be good 
stewards of our water resources, as well as maintaining 
reasonable and beneficial use while reducing water 
diversions.

Conservation reduces threats to 
our water supply from:
•Water quality and water supply                                  
regulations
•Unclear statewide & regional water                              
policies
•San Joaquin River Restoration 
Program



As a result of member agency conservation programs, 
water service to the growers has improved and the 
SJRECWA has the ability to redirect up to 80,000 acre 
feet of water to other local water agencies.

These savings come from large investments in both large 
district-wide projects and smaller on-farm conservation 
projects.

Due to high investment costs, we 
needed an innovative approach to fund 
these efforts.

Increased Regional Water Increased Regional Water 
AvailabilityAvailability



Water Transfer ProgramsWater Transfer Programs

In 1993, SJRECWA began implementing a water transfer 
program. Currently, it has grown to 80,000 acre feet per 
year. The proceeds from these transfers are reinvested 
into local conservation projects.

The water transfers aid neighboring Central California 
water agencies in supplementing their water demands.

These proceeds have driven an investment of more than 
$90 million in conservation projects, saving 80,000 acre 
feet of water per year and making the program self-
sustaining.



DistrictDistrict--Wide Water Conservation Wide Water Conservation 
ProjectsProjects

Approximately $52 million has been invested to date in 
district-wide water conservation projects, saving 
approximately 60,000 acre feet of water per year.



OnOn--Farm Conservation ProgramFarm Conservation Program

SJRECWA member agencies reinvest water transfer 
proceeds in their own farmers in the form of grants and 
low interest loans through their On-Farm Conservation 
Programs. This seed money makes possible projects which 
both conserve water and keep regional agriculture 
sustainable.

Since 1990, the On-Farm 
Conservation Program has 
provided nearly $40 million in 
loans and grants, conserving 
approximately 20,000 acre 
feet of water yearly.



OnOn--Farm Conservation Program Farm Conservation Program 
Grants and LoansGrants and Loans



OnOn--Farm Conservation ProgramFarm Conservation Program

The Pereira Bros., a third-generation family farm in Los 
Banos, were able to install a drip irrigation system for their 
tomato farm due to the On-Farm Conservation Program.

Farming yield doubled from 35 
tons per acre to 70 per acre.



San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors 
Water AuthorityWater Authority

http://www.sjrecwa.nethttp://www.sjrecwa.net


	Background
	Service Area
	The Need for Conservation
	Increased Regional Water Availability
	Water Transfer Programs
	District-Wide Water Conservation Projects
	On-Farm Conservation Program
	On-Farm Conservation Program Grants and Loans
	On-Farm Conservation Program

