
CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website.

Use the “tab” and arrow keys to move through the form.  Skip Areas that Do Not Apply to Your Project.

Date filled out:
A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: 

San Joaquin Valley.

2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals (“why” the project):  to reduce applications of organophosphates and other 

pesticides and synthetic fertilizers on cotton crops grown in the Northern San Joaquin Valley    


3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): 
Cotton Project; 

(Biological Agricultural Systems in Cotton) program to help farmers reduce pesticide and synthetic fertilizer use 

while at the same time maintaining crop quality and profitability;  implement grower adoption on an increaingly

 larger scale.    


5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an “X” by the one that applies.
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prop 13      xxx FORMCHECKBOX 
 EPA 319h grant        

B) Project Contact:



Name:   Kate Duesterberg    
Job Title:   Managing Director    

Organization:  Sustainable Cotton Project    
Webpage Address:  www.sustainablecotton.org    

Address:  6176 Old Olive Hwy.; Oroville, CA  95966 

Phone:  530/589-2686    
Fax number:  530/589-2688    

Email:  kate@sustainablecotton.org    


C. Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: May 1, 2001
To: July 30, 2003

D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project. :  Sustainable Cotton Project; University of California for consultation with Extension and Research staff   

E) Location:  

Size of Project (include units):  goal is to 

involve up to 40 growers by the end of yr 2    

2. Counties included in project:    Merced, Madera, northern Fresno    

F) Biography of Group: : The Sustainable Cotton Project (SCP) was founded in 1994 by farmers in California’s San Joaquin Valley who wanted to 

reduce the use of toxic farm chemicals, primarily 

used on cotton, that poison farm families and 

find their way into the air and water of farm communities. The SCP’s first programs were 

focused on developing methods of growing cotton organically and convincing growers to adopt them.      




G) Biography of Project: : Biological Agriculture Systems in Cotton (BASIC), meanwhile, has collaborated with the University of California in building research support for organic cotton, has enrolled thousands of acres in the BASIC organic and integrated pest management (IPM) programs, has directly assisted dozens of San Joaquin Valley growers in reducing their chemical use, has helped to create a local infra-structure of crop advisors capable of providing continuing to support to organic and transitional farmers and has, for the first time, scientifically demonstrated the economic superiority of biologically grown cotton. 






H) Short-term Goals: : 40 growers using biological practices on their program acres




Long-term Goals: : conversion of 40,000 

acres of cotton in the San Joaquin Valley to 

biological practices (BASIC management) and 

ideally to organic management practices (reduces chemical use by 100%).


PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.
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