SN MUNICIPAL
WATER
DISTRICT

‘fl counTY

Street Address:
18700 Ward Street
Fountain Valley, California 92708

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 20895
Fountain Valley, CA 92728-0895

(714) 963-3058
Fax: (714) 964-9389
www.mwdoc.com

Larry D. Dick
President

Wayne S. Oshorne
Vice President

Brett R. Barbre
Director

Joan C. Finnegan
Director

Susan Hinman
Director

Sat Tamaribuchi
Director

Jeffery M. Thomas
Director

Robert J. Hunter
General Manager

MEMBER AGENCIES

City of Brea

City of Buena Park

East Orange County Water District
El Toro Water District

Emerald Bay Service District
City of Fountain Valley

City of Garden Grove

Golden State Water Co.

City of Huntington Beach
Irvine Ranch Water District
Laguna Beach County Water District
City of La Habra

City of La Palma

Mesa Water District

Moulton Niguel Water District
City of Newport Beach

City of Orange

Orange County Water District
City of San Clemente

City of San Juan Capistrano
Santa Margarita Water District
City of Seal Beach

Serrano Water District

South Coast Water District
Trabuco Canyon Water District
City of Tustin

City of Westminster

Yorba Linda Water District

(5/5/15) Board Meeting

Desalination Amendments
Deadline: 4/9/15 by 12:00 noon

April 8, 2015 Via Email
commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov
Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board F@ ECEIVE ﬁ‘
State Water Resources Control Board | .
1001 I Street, 24th Floor 4-8-15
Sacramento, CA 95814 SWRCB Clerk

Subject: Comment Letter - Desalination Amendment (Ocean Plan)

We thank the Board for the opportunity to submit comments on the Proposed
Final Amendment to the Ocean Plan for desalination facilities. We compliment
staff for their excellent work on this important amendment.

We offer two comments:

1. L.2.b (7) page 5: Applicability and General Provisions, Site: Requires brine
disposal siting at sufficient distances from MPA/SWQPA areas so that there are
“no impacts” on the MPA or SWQPA. Suggest this be modified to read “no
discernible impacts” as “no impacts” is an absolute and can’t be achieved.

2. L.4 Monitoring page 21: definition for Natural Salinity. The Expert Panel
recommended an “... incremental salinity limit at the mixing zone boundary of
no more than 5% of that occurring naturally... a percentage increase allows for
natural variability in the background waters...” We request that the definition be
modified to read “... ocean salinity from a representative area that is not under
the influence of brine discharge and storm flows...” Compliance for brine
discharge should be allowed above the natural ocean variability as
recommended by the Expert Panel. Ocean salinity may exceed the long-term
mean by 2 to 3 percent (670 to 1,000 mg/1) in El Nino years. As proposed the
allowance of 2,000 mg/1 from the long-term mean would reduce by up to 50%
the discharge allowance in El Nino years, making compliance difficult or not
achievable in certain cases. We recommend that the Regional Board’s apply
this receiving water limitation as a technology based effluent limitation. This
should be addressed in the staff report. This approach reduces burdensome
and unnecessary compliance salinity monitoring, saving public funds.

If you should have any questions or need to further discuss our comments,
please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (714) 593-5003 or by
email at rbell@mwdoc.com. Thank you for the opportunity to provide
comments.

Sincerely,
Richard B. Bell, PE
Manager, Water Resources and Facility Planning

cc: R. Davis, CalDesal



