CITY HALL
BOX CC
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, CALIFORNIA 93921

March 12, 2010

Ms. Constance Anderson
Environmental Scientist

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality, Ocean Unit
P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Subject: ASBS Notice of Preparation of Statewide Program EIR and Special Protections

Dear Ms. Anderson:

This letter responds to the SWRCB’s letter dated February 4, 2010 regarding the Notice of
Preparation (NOP) of a Statewide Program Environmental impact Report for a General Exception to
the California Ocean Plan Waster Discharge Prohibition for Selected Discharges into Areas of
Special Biological Significance, Including Special Protections for Beneficial Uses. This letter
contains the comments of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea on these documents, as presented in the
table attached to this letter. The table references our comments to specific sections of the Initial
Study and the Special Protections.

The City of Carmel-by-the-Sea is a member of the Group of Monterey area dischargers which is
developing the Monterey Regional ASBS Dischargers Monitoring Program. This program will be
used to fulfill the monitoring requirements of the Special Protections, once those have been adopted
by the SWRCB and are imposed on these dischargers.

This Group currently includes the cities of Pacific Grove, Monterey, and Carmel-by-the-Sea, the
County of Monterey, the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Hopkins Marine Station, and the Pebble Beach
Company. Membership in the Group may be expanding to include some other dischargers as well.
The Group meets periodically to coordinate on issues pertaining to ASBS discharges, and recently
met to discuss the NOP and related matters. The comments contained in this letter are a result of
both the City’s individual review of the NOP, and the discussions held with other members of the

Group.

As discussed in the General Comments section of the attached table, the City feels strongly that the
issuance of the Notice of Preparation at this time is premature and not consistent with CEQA
Guidelines, because the “Project” has not been sufficiently developed so that an adequate Initial
Study can be prepared. The City urges that the Notice of Preparation be reissued after an opportunity
for interested and affected parties to first review and comment on the new version of the Special
Protections contained in Attachment A to the Initial Study has been provided, and for the comments
that are received to be addressed through revisions to the Special Protections.

Sincerely,

Richard Guillen
City Administrator
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