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Project Ideas
Identify and choose a project that will help improve the water
quality on your campus or in your neighborhood.
Be creative! Projects can be as simple as creating posters to tell other
students or people in your neighborhood to keep trash off the ground. Or,
they can be more complex, such as creating a waste reduction program at
your school. The water quality project you select is up to you. You have the
power to create change!

So, which project should you do?
Follow the instructions to complete the worksheet below to help you decide.
1. What problem areas did you find at your school or in your neighborhood? (Hint:
Where were there red X’s on your school map?) List them on the chart.
2. What can be done to teach others about the problems? What can be done to
eliminate or reduce the problems? List these ideas next to each of the problems.
Problem Areas We Found

Solution Ideas

Look Closer
Look at each idea carefully. Use the worksheets below to explore the top three
ideas by answering the questions below for each one. If you are unable to
answer any of the questions, you may need to do some research to find the
answer.
Water Quality Project Idea #1:

1. How would this project help the water quality at our school or in our
neighborhood?

2. Are there others working on this problem? Other classes? The school?
Businesses? Organizations?

3. What resources or help are needed to complete this project (money, skills,
time, tools, etc.)?

4. Can we accomplish the project in the amount of time we have to do it?

5. How will we know if our solution worked?

Look Closer
Water Quality Project Idea #2:

1. How would this project help the water quality at our school or in our neighborhood?

2. Are there others working on this problem? Other classes? The school? Businesses?
Organizations?

3. What resources or help are needed to complete this project (money, skills, time,
tools, etc.)?

4. Can we accomplish the project in the amount of time we have to do it?

5. How will we know if our solution worked?

Look Closer
Water Quality Project Idea #3:

1. How would this project help the water quality at our school or in our neighborhood?

2. Are there others working on this problem? Other classes? The school? Businesses?
Organizations?

3. What resources or help are needed to complete this project (money, skills, time,
tools, etc.)?

4. Can we accomplish the project in the amount of time we have to do it?

5. How will we know if our solution worked?

Which Project
Should We Choose?
Look at the different project ideas. Based on the questions you answered, select the best
water quality project that you can do and that will make a difference in your school or
neighborhood.
Once you have decided, choose a name for your project.
Possible project names:

Discuss these suggested project names with the rest of your class or group.
Take a vote on which name to use.

What Tasks Are Involved?
Use the space below to list all the steps you can think of to
complete your project. Will you need further research? Do you need
to contact other people to help you? Also, remember that you will
need to work with your teacher to get the school principal’s
approval. All these things should be included on your task list.
List of tasks:

Organize Your Tasks
and Create a Timeline
1. Use the task list you filled out to organize your tasks:
a. Group together similar tasks.
b. Put the tasks in order of when they need to be completed.
c. Write who is responsible for each task.
d. Create a timeline to accomplish the tasks. You may want to set the
completion date and work backwards.
e. Assign a completion date for each task.
2. Fill out the worksheet below to help you follow-up
and make sure tasks are completed.

Name of Project:

Task

Person(s) Responsible

Due Date

Additional Information

Get Support
For Your Project
Tell others about your project and get their support.
Can you and others in your class make a presentation about your project? Who can you
invite? How about the principal, front office workers, maintenance staff, parents, and
members of the local community? Or, consider making a presentation at your next school
assembly.
List below those people who would be interested in knowing about your project and especially
those who can help you:
Names

How To Contact Them

For your presentation, tell your audience what you have learned about the
environment and about the information you obtained while conducting your
schoolyard review and investigation. Share what you have learned and why it
is important. Then, explain about your water quality project. They may have
ideas or resources to help you. More importantly, tell them how they can
help!

Now Go Do It!
Use this page to keep notes about how your project is going, and things you want to
remember.

Now That Your Project
Is Complete!
Evaluate your project by answering the following questions:
1. What were the most successful parts of the project? ______________________________

2. What was the least successful part? ______________________________________________

3. What did you learn from your experience? ________________________________________

4. What would you do differently next time and why? ________________________________

5. Who or what was influenced by your actions? ____________________________________

6. Would you like to get involved in another environmental service project like this?
Explain why or why not.

You Made It –
A Difference, That Is!
The California Water Boards encourage students to get involved. We would love to hear from
you about your water quality project and what you accomplished. Please write or email us at
the addresses below.
Public Affairs Office
California Water Boards
1001 I Street
P.O. Box 100
Sacramento, CA, 95812
info@waterboards.ca.gov

