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Exoculive Offce

June S, 2008

Song Her, Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
Executive E}:E’ﬁcem

1001 1 Street, 24 Flaor

Sauramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Her:

Comments - Chlorine Poliey:
Summary of Comments In Advance Of The State Wases

Produced Oxidasts Policy Of California

The Metropelitan Water District of Southern California (Metropofitan) appreciates this
apportaity to submit comments on the SWRCB Proposed "Total Residual Chioring And
Chiorine-Produced Oxidants Policy Of Califorais (TRC Policy). Metropolitan distributes
wholesale water o our 26 Member Agencies {eities and water disiriets} and supplies more than
ene-hail of the water used by epproximately 18 million people in the 5,200 square-mile coastal
plain of Souther Californiz. To provide this service, Metropolitan operates an extensive system
of water conveyances, drinking water storage reservoirs, and water tsatment facilities.

Metropolitan imporis water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement
tocal drinking water supplies. We also help our Mémber Agencies to develop inereased water
conservation, recyeling, storage, and other water management programs. As a drinking water
supplier, we are naturally concerned with protecting waier quality and we sre actively involved
in aH aspects of water quality management o ensure an adeguate supply of safe and relisble
drinking water. Metropolitan welcomes and encournges the support of the SWRUB and the
Regional Water Quality Control Boards {(RWQUCBs) in helping to protect water guality
throughout California. The comments herein reflect Metropolitan and cur Member Agency™s
views and concerns as affected agencies.
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TR Mm;mﬁm haﬁ heem wwkmg very ¢ %ﬁ@ wx{h the SWRCQ ﬁmcﬁ thr: ﬁm Smpm@' setingon
- the proposed TRC Policy in July 2005 We also provided 4. presentation that explaped the -

- concerns and issues faced by the water utilities inregard to implésmentation of the propose

L ?ﬂimy 4t i%;e &m&& ﬁmk&hi}iiiﬁx mwimg hﬁki on Sc@t%m%a' 29 2&{35 in L{}s &ngeiﬁs

: _Whm d%w&img frcfm mpaime& ani. ﬁre hydragts i %hc ficld there are no ﬁaﬁnﬁary trmﬁ:mem
oo facilities at these locations-and warer utilities must therefore dechlorinate in the field using Best
- Management Practices (BMPs) and Best Available Technology Economivally Achievable -
(BAT). There:is no field monitoring equipment currently available that will derect. total fmxﬁwl L

- chicring o the proposed TRC Policy dechlorination level afﬁﬁ%?n@ﬁ;(bwamga [ R o
- freshwater). Additionally, there are s field devices that can‘ensure precise dechiorination: m L .';5;1 R
- thatistringent level, Waler wtilities, instead, are regulated under Municipal Separate Stormi SR

. Sewer Systermn (MS@} Permits and Regional Water Quality Control Board {RWQQB} Gaami

.......

- '_ j?mm toensure that ;)@f‘&blé water- discharges do vot inipect water quality. Underthese

- penmits, water utilities are required to implemeniation Best Management Practices (BMPS) or - '_ -

- meetpumeric efffucnt limits that are based an BAT. 10 méam f%m: zsa%ﬁa:ga ai‘ t&iﬁi mﬁ&ai
> ::hica‘me to the: m;mmm mﬁmﬁ mctmaiﬁﬁ (ME?} i o _

: fi:;';_-‘&t&e%p%mzwﬁSt&k@i}@éé@a‘ﬁ}%ﬁﬁgméi%ﬁ;m%ﬁg& ._.I{{ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ’&a the e
Lo SWROB Board Members: &aiw&m“ it agreed; _gﬁwh@aﬁngaamwswmam, that dise to SRR
RN techmlbggf limitations; itis infeasibility for potable water discharges to comply with the -
- proposed TRC Policy numeric efflent Hmits. The SWRCB staff indicated that they would
~ therefore provide language inthe TRC Policy and Substitute Environmenta! Document (SED) :
- tht would exclude potable water discharges from the TRC Pelicy. They indicated ﬁ,}&{ instead,
- these types of discharges would continue to be regulated under the MS4 Permits and. RWQEB -
-General Permits as the only feasible alternative aption since it is technologically infeasib .efm o
‘potable water discharges tocomply with the. wep&sed TRE Policy numeric efffient T SR
.- water utilities concurred that this would resolve our issues. During the informal commentperiod
(January 4, 2006), we provided comments 1o the SWRCE staff to help ensive that the language
Lot inchaded T the second draft.of the TRT Poliey acmmpim}md Wiuﬁ: hiagd iae:en g}mmscd %:w sﬁa
L $WR€§ mff‘ at ﬁ*sza Szgt&m’ifm 3&% Smkz%aiée{ Mmg .
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© Unresolved Issu¢ For Drinking Water Utilitis =
Therevised iang:ua% i the saipaequmi April 201 63draﬁ ﬁ? ﬁw gam}}m%d TRC‘ Pahey ﬁ%ﬁsamgﬁ{i

- suighithat it now unfortumately and unintentionally captures alvost alf drinking water

S &mhﬁfg&m The April 2006 draft language inadvertently includes discharges from deinking

. water wilities if operating under an NPDES permit (such as the various RWQUR Cereral - o

. Permits for Potable Water Discharges or De Minimus Discharges). Afier: reviewing the: Apmi '_ - f' e

2006 draft, we immediately discussed this problem with SWRCE staff, The SWRC maﬁm&d L

- again that they did notintend to capture potable water discharges under ihe __ b
. Policy, which is-why there is no cost estimate fm veater mgimm 10 mmgﬂy w;th i‘h 'I“‘R &

: 'mﬁmmaé in. i%w Emmmm Maiws o o ST R

Lo des mmﬁﬁd timt the SWRCB inelude explicit ianguage i the TRC 3’01:&}? w{i SED ﬁmz

- gpecifically states fhat Tt is z&e.hmiagwaéé} infeasible for potable water discharges to eomply. | e

- with the TRC Policy numeric effiuent Hmits as authorized ynder the Colie of Pederal Re "'"ig%;mns e
- (CFR), Title 40, Section 122.44(k), revised July 1,2004. Ivis recommended fhat he SWRCE

establish & conditional authorization or other exclusion i the. TRO ?@hz.:y that allows gm?abéa

- water discharges 10 continue (o be regulated inder MS4 Permits or &W@CB Grenorgl Permits

o fhat already require the implementation of BMPs andior BAT bused numeric ¢fftusnt Himits o

O redice the discharge of total residual chlorine fo e muximum exten practicable (MEPL ’31‘@ ]

o allowithe SWRCB stalf titve to revise the current Tangiage in'the pro { TRC Poliey, it o

ST mmmnded thai the S\%’Kﬂéﬁm take action o ad@p& the TRC Paﬁcy :iw*mg the Piﬁa}w ' R

qmsmﬁs Lt

B | -Qp’p@mm&y oy ka waﬁa ﬁ;& SW&CB ofy ﬁaa propos 1;-- : . If yon bave zmy’
o :egwémg @m cmmmis, piaaﬁ;& pontact Ms. Jovee C‘ iaa*k at (2}13} 21 ’?65‘?3 :

" Very tly yours,
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