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April 25, 2011

Jeanine Townsend

Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 | Street, 24" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Comment Letter — Draft Industrial General Permit
Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC

The preliminary draft Statewide General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination

System (NPDES) Permit for Storm Water Discharges associated with Industrial

Activities Order No. CAS000001 is open for public comment through 4/29/11.

Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC (HRC) respectfully submits the enclosed

comments for consideration. Moreover, HRC has been working closely with the

CASQA Industrial Subcommittee and supports the group’s comments as submitted to
- " the Board. S S ' S :

Environmental Engineer




Public Comment re: Draft IGP
-Tambra Fisher
Humboldt Redwood Company, LLC

General Comments:

The preliminary draft Industrial General Permit (IGP) requires a notable increase of required
monitoring and inspections. Inspections are scattered throughout the permit and should be combined
into one section clearly outlining requirements necessary for compliance. Additionally, the inspection
frequencies currently listed in the draft IGP are unrealistic for large and/or multiple facilities with
minimal monitoring personnel and should be consolidated to allow for a more reasonable, streamlined
and practical inspection schedule. Inspections and sampling should still be required during daylight
and operational facility hours for safety reasons. Furthermore, please consider the large increase in
costs and time associated with the monitoring and inspection program as proposed by the preliminary
draft permit as it relates to the benefit to water quality. The number of inspections under the existing
permit is estimated to be approximately 40. By contrast, the number of inspections expected under
the proposed IGP is approximately 450. This is a dramatic increase of approximately 1,150%.

There are several areas in which inspections as proposed in the draft IGP can be consolidated. For
example, pre-storm and weekly inspections can be combined with either the quarterly inspections or
consolidated into one monthly facility-wide inspection. If pre-storm inspections are required, more
definition should be provided as to when to conduct inspections. In particular, it is often difficult to
demarcate the ending of one storm and the beginning of another.

It is unrealistic to require that all outdoor areas associated with industrial activity, perimeter areas
impacted by off-facility materials or storm water run-on be inspected weekly to determine
housekeeping needs, and upon identification of debris and wastes, be cleaned daily. Likewise,
requiring weekly inspections of each identified equipment and systems is also unrealistic due to staff
~safety, scheduling differences and operational use of those systems and equipment. Facilities should
be required to conduct preventative maintenance on a routine basis, however, some discretion or
allowance should be provided so that facilities can incorporate these types of inspections reasonably.

The sampling and inspection frequencies should be streamlined and provide further explanation. For
example, the elimination of the option for dischargers to collect only one sample from a group of
drainage areas that are substantially identical will result in a significant increase in the number of
locations a discharger must sample, as well as increased staff efforts (including time and additional
personnel required) and analytical costs. Additionally, if an exceedance triggers the need for further
sampling in order to provide evidence that BMP upgrades and/or required SWPPP revisions prove to
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be effective or are found to be ineffective still, then discharges incur yet further expenses and require
added time for sampling.

Existing facilities with outdated designs and layouts with regard to increasing environmental
protection and storm water quality may not be able to meet such stringent standards as those that
would trigger an NAL/NEL exceedance and should be given an allowance for implementing pollutant
reduction BMPs, even if exceedances occur. The permit should state that an exceedance of an NAL
is not a permit violation as long as the discharger is engaged in the corrective action process. The
corrective action system as laid out in the draft IGP penalizes facilities that may have limited abilities
both structurally and economically to attain compliance with the NAL/NEL benchmarks. Furthermore,
imposing minimum mandatory penalties associated with the NEL exceedance(s) still does not
address the problem and takes away from the ability for a facility to allocate funds for implementing
additional BAT/BCT that is economically feasible in order to strive for a solution. When NALs are
consistently violated after follow-up actions by the discharger, the Regional Board should be allowed
to verify that BAT/BCT is properly being implemented and allow for non-attainment of NALs.

With regard to the training required for QSD/QSP appointments, there should be some cross-over
allowed for those who have either been trained, or plan to be trained, as a QSD/QSP under the
Construction General Permit (CGP) to be synonymous with training required for the IGP QSD/QSP
(vice-versa). Additionally, the training qualifications should be expanded to incorporate education and
experience and the program should be broadened so that a wider range of people may apply for and
complete the training course. Moreover, training courses should be provided to all far-reaching
areas within the State via live training and/or live webcast opportunities. By allowing training via
webcast, people would have better access and convenience to participate in the training program;
thereby increasing the efficiency of the training program overall ‘and educating more people in regards
to storm water management. This would also be more affordable for industries in rural settings and
require less travel time and lodging costs associated with attendance to a course offered out of the
area. It should be added to the permit that a QSP be allowed to train and delegate responsibilities to
other qualified personnel working at the facility in order to enhance the facility's storm water
monitoring program, as well as aiding in compliance with the permit, without the extra cost and time
associated to enroll personnel into the State’s approved training program.
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