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Maximizing the Effectiveness Maximizing the Effectiveness 
of Water Quality Dataof Water Quality Data 
Collection and DisseminationCollection and Dissemination
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Everyone Needs DataEveryone Needs Data

211,000 miles of 211,000 miles of 
rivers & streamsrivers & streams

>1.6 million acres lakes>1.6 million acres lakes
1,100 miles of coastline1,100 miles of coastline
1.3 million acres of  1.3 million acres of  

bays and estuariesbays and estuaries
15 million acre15 million acre--feet feet 

of groundwater of groundwater 
extracted per yearextracted per year
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The Water The Water 
Quality Quality 

Information Information 
ProblemProblem



California Water Quality Monitoring Council 4October 22, 2009

Monitoring Council Members Monitoring Council Members 

http://resources.ca.gov/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
http://www.casqa.org/Default.aspx
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The Monitoring CouncilThe Monitoring Council’’s Solutions Solution

DonDon’’t get mired in technical details!t get mired in technical details!

Focus first on streamlined data accessFocus first on streamlined data access
ThemeTheme--based web portalsbased web portals
Single global point of entrySingle global point of entry

IssueIssue--specific workgroupsspecific workgroups

Overarching Monitoring Council guidanceOverarching Monitoring Council guidance



6



7



California Water Quality Monitoring Council 8October 22, 2009

ThemeTheme--Specific Workgroups Specific Workgroups 
IssueIssue--experts represent key stakeholdersexperts represent key stakeholders

Develop 
monitoring & 

assessment methods 
& data management 

procedures

Coordinate 
monitoring 
programsAchieve

standardization

Monitoring Council

Develop web portal
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Role of the Monitoring CouncilRole of the Monitoring Council

Establish policies and guidelinesEstablish policies and guidelines

Clearinghouse for Clearinghouse for 
StandardsStandards
GuidelinesGuidelines
CollaborationCollaboration
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IS IT SAFE TO EAT FISH AND SHELLFISH?

Sport fish Sport fish –– early Decemberearly December

Wetlands Wetlands –– early Novemberearly November

ARE OUR AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS HEALTHY?

IS IT SAFE TO SWIM IN OUR WATERS?

Coastal beaches, bays & estuariesCoastal beaches, bays & estuaries

Next StepsNext Steps

IS OUR WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

Groundwater Groundwater –– early Januaryearly January
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www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issueswww.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues//
programs/programs/monitoring_councilmonitoring_council

Comprehensive Integrated Comprehensive Integrated 
Water Quality Monitoring Water Quality Monitoring 

Program StrategyProgram Strategy
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