North Coast

Regional Water Quality Control

Overview

The North Coast Region receives more precipitation than any other part of Cali-
fornia. Abundant in surface water and groundwater resources, the North Coast
Region constitutes only about 12 percent of the area of California but produces
about 40 percent of the annual runoff. Two distinct temperature zones charac-
terize the region. Along the coast, the climate is moderate and foggy, with little
temperature variation. Inland seasonal temperatures can exceed 100°F. En-
compassing some 19,400 square miles, the region includes 404 miles of coast-
line and remote wilderness, urban, and agricultural areas. The numerous
streams and rivers of the region contain anadromous fish, including Coho and
Chinook salmon and steelhead trout. The regionQ few reservoirs support both
cold and warm water fish. Major components of the economy are tourism and
recreation; logging and timber milling; aggregate mining; commercial and sport

fisheries; sheep, beef and dairy production; vineyards and wineries.
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