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Introduction

*George Gibbs' Journal which is reprinted here, was written in 1851
while he was serving as interpreter on the treaty-making expedition of Redick
McKee who had been appointed as one of three Treaty Commissioners by Presi
dent Fillmore. The area which fell to McKee by lot was the Coast Ranges north
of San Francisco Bay and those portions of northern California which lay be
yond the area assigned to O. M. Wozencraft. McKee made four treaties, the
ones officially referred to as 0, P, Q and R.

George Gibbs was an intelligent and perceptive person, as the reader
of his Journal will see. Gibbs was born in New York in 1815 and died in 1873.
He entered Harvard University, graduated in law in 1838, and started legal
practice. But the law did not really appeal to him and when the opportunity
presented itself to go to the Far West, only recently come under American
control, and with the California Gold Rush in progress, he moved to Oregon
with the Mounted Rifle Regiment. In Oregon he became deputy customs collector
at Astoria and later became attached to the Indian Commission in Oregon. In
Oregon Gibbs learned the Chinook jargon.+ When and why he came to California
we do not know, but in July, 1851, he was in Sonoma and was employed there by
McKee to serve as interpreter for the party which was going north into an area
known to be full of Indians and with whom treaties were to be made.

The map which Gibbs alludes to in the beginning of the second para
graph of his Journal has never been published. If it still exists, as seems
probable, it would be a valuable document to make public. The vocabularies
collected by Gibbs are published in Schoolcraft, Vol. III, pp. 428-445.

I have not tried to plot the expedition's route in terms of present
day geography since it can be followed without much difficulty. Most of the
place names cited by Gibbs have remained to the present. Some have been
abandoned, and the interested reader can consult O. C. Coy ~. cit. in Note
32 infra)-for many toponymic identifications of Gold Rush times.

* Original in Henry R. Schoolcraft, Historical and Statistical Information,
Respecting The History, Condition and Prospects of The Indian Tribes of
The United States. Vol. III, pp. 99-177, 1853. Philadelphia.

+
These meager details of Gibbs' life are taken from information provided by

D. I. Bushnell, Drawings El George Gibbs in the Far Northwest, l849-l8~1.

Smithsonian Inst., Misc. Co11., Vol. 97, No.8, 1938.
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Since the printed text of the 1853 publication is being reproduced,
it is difficult to insert numbers for notes, and I have therefore used the
device of entering the note numbers in the margin opposite the underlined word
in the text to which the note refers. I trust that the reader will not construe
my underlining as Gibbs' emphases.

The page numbers of the 1853 publication have been retained, and I
have added new pagination at the bottom in brackets for simpler reference
citation.

Appended is McKee's population table for northwestern California
Indians which appeared as Section R in Schoolcraft <£2. cit.) Vol. III, Chap. XV,
See R, p. 634, 1853.

In addition to Gibbs' Journal, a second and more official one entitled
"Minutes Kept by John McKee, Secretary, on the Expedition from Sonoma Through
Northern California" was recorded and published in Documents of the Senate of
the United States During the Special Session Called March 4, 1853. John McKee's
"Minutes" are part of Ex. Doc. 4 cited immediately above, and occupy pp. 134-187.
It would be nice to reprint this also, but it does not offer enough that is new
to warrant the expense. McKee's Minutes are concerned largely with day-to-day
occurrences of the train and does not contain nearly the amount of ethnographic
fact which Gibbs' Journal does. In 1852 Gibbs returned, as a gold miner, to
northwestern California and wrote a new series of ethnographic observations
entitled Observations on the Indians of the Klamath River and Humboldt Bay,
Accompanying Vocabularies of Their Languages. This manuscript in the Smithsonian
Institution Anthropological Archives will shortly be published by the Archaeo
logical Research Facility.

In addition to the two detailed accounts of the 1851 expedition (Gibbs'
Journal and J. McKee's Minutes) we also have a series of official letters written
during the trip by R. McKee himself which are published in Executive Document 4
(cited above), on pp. 181-186, 191-195, 211-224, 227-228, 235-236, 239-240, 247
249, 269-270, 294-332, 345-347, 353-360, 364-365, 385-389. Included in the last
cited references is a series of letters between McKee, Governor Bigler and
U.S. Army officers over responsibility to manage difficulties which had arisen
between white gold miners in the "Northern Mines" and local Indians. Letters or
reports written by other members of McKee's party or having to do with its
business appear in the same source on pp. 225-226, 270-283, 347-352, 381.

_ 2.



As a personal opinion, for whatever it may be worth, Redick McKee seems
to have been a person who was humane, and who did his very best in b~half of the
California Indians, but who, although he acted on principle, found that th~re

were more powerful forces than humanitarian ones operating when the welfare of
that aliquot of humanity which we call the California Indians was considered by
the state and federal government.

Robert F. Heizer

Fellow, 1972-73} Institute for
Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences (Stanford)
California) and Fellow, 1972-73}
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial
Foundation.
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8. JOURNAL OF THE EXPEDITION OF COLONEL
REDICK M'KEE, UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENT,
THROUGH NORTH-WESTERN CALIFORNIA. PER
FORMED IN T.HE SUMMER AND FALL OF 1851.

BY GEORGE GIBBS.

BENICIA, California., Feb. 23, 1852.

SIR :- Herewith you will receive a transcript of the diary kept by me during your
recent expedition through the north-western part of this State, as also a map
illustrating the country, and a few skeUlhes and vocabularies of the languages in usc
among the Indian tribes through whom we passed~

With regard to the map, it is proper to state that it covers a district very little
known, and heretofore never surveyed. Tho~ portions adjacent to the route travelled
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: I 1'hc true I~dilln pronunciation or thill wo~ appears to bo Sha.,tl, "ido Fremont's Memoir.
, ,

I am, Blr,
Very respectfully yours,

GEORGE GIBBS,

JOURNAL.

PHYSICAL GEOGltAPIIYOF

Colonel R. M'KEE.

,

Over, arc believed to.be laid down with snfficient' nccumcy for ordinary pl1rpOseR. As
regarJII the rest, the best illfonnntioll which could be obtained has been used. It will
be readily understood, that in a rapid march through n. region of such considerahle
extent, m:tny detaiis h:\\'e been paH~cd over, which, in some respects, arc important;
but the general fcatm'es of the country may be relied on as accurate,

A'd to the opinions n.dva.nccd in tlle journal, you will of course in no wise be

considered as responsible,

llIuwZa!l, AUf]. 11.- Colonel M'Kee and party, escorted by Major Wessells, and a
deta.chment of th:rty-five monnted riflemen, left Sonoma this morning, and moved
over to Sa.nt..'l. Rosn, enca.mping a. little beyond' Carillo's mnch. An odometer attached
to one of the wngons, gave the distnnce at about 19i miles, The general route
proposeel to be followed by the expedition, was 'up Russian river to its sources, dO\\'11
Eel rivel' to Humbolelt bay, and thence over to the Kla.math,ascending that to the
neighborhood of Shaste I Valley, should the senson permit,

A larg~ number of Indians, belonging to; this and the neighboring ranches, were
collected in tho afternoon, anu iriiormed of the objects of the agent, who promised, nt
a future time, to meet them for the pUll)ose of making a formal treaty, Their
neighborhood to the settlements, anel the importance of first ascertaining the number::!
and condition of those more distant, as ,,,ell as the country suitable for a resenYation,
re'ndcrecl ~ny immediate action here un<le8ir~ble. It is unnecessary to say, that these
rauch Inuians a.reentirely inoficnsive, and p~rfectly under the control of the Spa.nish
proprietors, )\'ho, inf.'l.Ct, have always treated them as peons, and inculcated the idea

I I . • -

of ~heil' obligation to labor. From their influence with these bands, or rfincherias, the
principnl, difficulty will evidently arise in disposing of the natives, or inducing them to
remove to nny other pnrt of the country, The slovenly modes of cultivation in use,
compara~ively unproductive as they are, hnve yet the merit of requiriug little or no
expenditure of money in wages; the'Indiails receiving a ~are support beyond what
they. Call steal, and then only during the summer. Wretched as thiR f'ystem is, it
would h~ difficult to eradicate it from a mc~' so wedded to old habits anel ideas. The
class of 'extensive Spanish proprietors is, however, dC'dtined ~.() be of fohort duration..
The titles to their enormous poRsessi'Ons~ which, under the imbecile administrntion of
the M:c*icmi. laws, passed unexmnined or' o;vorlooked, nre now to be inquired into, and

100
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Tuesday, Aug. 12tll.-The Santa Rosa plains, here about a mile and a half in width,
a short distn.nce beyond widen out, connecting with the Petaloma valley, and extend
ing westward toward Bodega for about twelve miles. A heavy sea-fog, which
lingered on the plains throughout the morning, pr_evented our seeing them beyond a
short distance; but the general character is similar to that of the Sonoma valley.
The soil, though rich, bakes in the sun, cracking to the depth of several inches, and
receiving the plough only during the wet season. The road, which at this time was
good, wound along foot-hills, coming down from the right, and was shaded by oaks,
here thickly scattered, from whose branches long festoons of moss depended. Five
and a quarter miles beyond the Santa Rosa ranch, we carne to that of Mrs. 'Vest,
the San Miguel, situated like the first ~pon a small creek running· into Ru~sian river.
The usual size of these estates in this part of California, appears to be from six to
nine leagpes of land; the league contailling5000 varas square, of thirty-three inches
the vara. Ar~)Und this, as elsewhere, we saw swarms of Indians idling about, or
perched on high platf~rms of poles and bush, keeping away the crows, apparently less

many held originally merely by sufferance, will undoubtedly be rejected. But a more
certain, and, perhaps, equally speedy agent is at work. Before the" breaking out of
the mines," they possessed very little actual money. Immense herds of wild cn.ttle,
and bands of horses, constituted their wen.lth. Hides, for which the former were
slaughtered in vast numbers, furnished a means of barter, and were, in fact, the
currency of the country. A few acres of the rich soil in the valleys, barely scratched
with a crooked log, produced their barley, Il}elons, and vegetables; and they were
fortunate when their Indian serfs left them even a sufficiency of these. The discovery
of the hidden ·riches of the country, for the most part, added nothing to their
prosperity. The toil required to .develop them was foreign to their habits, and
although the prices of what they could sell were enormously i~creased, necessities
before nnknown were at once introduced among them. The foresight of the new
comers, on the other hand, early led them to the acquisition of lands, and a few
tho"usand dollars in money W8.CJ a teq:lptation too great for a Californian to resist.
Ranch after ranch has thus been parted with to those more industrious or more

. sagacious; without cOllnting the acres from which the hardier race has, by main force
and obstinacy, shouldered" itCJ former claimants. Now that these, by a superior
cultivation and greater labor, can undersell the Spaniard in all the productions of the
soil, his ruin, and that not far distant, is certain. A sentiment of pity may lead us to
commiserate the destiny of the ancient proprietor; but we cannot lament those
occurrences which promise to convert an obscure province into a powerful State; or
waste many tears upon the race which, grasping such vast possessions, was too indolent
to nurture the agricultural wealth of the land, and had too little enterprise even to
finei the mineral. that glittered at ite- feet. 2

1
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numerous and troublesome than themselves. The common crop everywhere is barley,
and the harvesting and treading out were in progress; the latter being performed by
turning a drove of wild horses into a corral filled with the sheaves, and stirring them
round by active use of the whip and vigorous shouting. The average yield of barley
to the acre, we were told, Wit:'! sixty bushels, and the price asked for it on the spot
(the same, by the way, as the market value at San Francisco) was five cents a pound.
This is the ouly staple; the smnII quantity of Indian-corn mised being more for
domestic use, than a.s a marketable commodity, and being inferior to that of good
localities in the Atlantic States. Potatoes nnd other vegetables were of fine quality,
but, as n general thing, required irrigation.

The foot-hills coming dowll from the higher ranges, are usually fertile, and
covered with a thick growth of wiM oats, which at this season are of a clear yellow.
This hue, spreading over the whole landscape, presents to our eye, accustomed to
the verdure of the east, a singular, and at first by no means pleasing appearance; the
only relief being the da.l.'k foliage of the various oaks which cluster in groves upon hill
and valley.

Our march of to-day brought us to Russian river, the Slavianska of the Russians
themselves, about a mile and a half below Fitch's ....ranch; and we encamped among
the trees upon the bank, having travelled thirteen and three-quarters miles. This
river, the valley of which we were now to ascend, is here about twelve yards in width,
and a few inches only in depth, running on a gravelly bed. Its bottom, however, two
or three hundred yards in width, and the marks upon its banks, indicate a very
different size when the waters from the mountains come down in the rainy season.
Between two and three leagues below this point, at Cooper's ranch, the river, which
above runs a general south-eD.Sterly course, turns west tawai'd the ocean, passing
through a canon. It empties about nine miles below Fort Ross, without any bay at
its mouth, which is obstructed by a bar formed of sand and imbedded logs, passable at
low tide almost dry-shod. On the north bank commences the true Coast-range of
mountains, which hereafter follows the shore of the Pacific to Cape Mendocino, where
it terminates. Above that point the rivers run chiefly from the eastward, and the
course of the mountain-chains is in accordance with them.

A number of Indians from the ueighborhood came in, and a talk was held with
them. The tribe to which they belong, and which has its head-quarters at Fitch's
ranch, is called" Kai-na-meah," or, as the Spaniards pronounce it, " Kai-na-me-ro." No
opportunity afforded itself for collecting a vocabulary of their language; but I was
informed that this dialect extends as far back as Santa Rosa, down Russian river
about three leagues to Cooper's ranch, and thence across to the coast at Fort Ross, a~ld

for twenty-five miles above. On Bodega's bay, another tribe, the Tu-ma-Ieh-nias, use a
different one. In l~ppearancethese Indians differ entirely from the Chinooks and other
Coast tribes of Oregon, being taller and darker. They have quite heavy moustaches and

[4J
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Tll1.tr8day, Aug. 14th. - To-dn.y we remn.ined in camp. The morning was again
cloudy, and with what, in the Atlantic States, would have been sure signs of rain.
Dew fell every night.

Two or three htindred yards above camp a strong soda spring rose in the bed of the
riYer, and on the margin of the water, as it there ran. It boiled strongly, and tasted

beards on the chin, Lut not much on the checks, aIHI they almost all suffer it to grow.
Several were noticed with grey heads and' ben.rds. They are an ugly and brutish race,
many with negro profiles; and some of the old men resembling Chinese 6gures of their
deities. Their traditions are said to be exceedingly vague, and their religious ideas
even more obscure. They have no knowledge of a God, but believe in a sort of demon
whom they call " Puys," and whom they propitiate by worship, throwing up piles of .
stones to him, to which each passer-by contributes. As to any notion of Christianity, 5
they have received none. Each band hItS its chief, who is hereditary, and of the
Kai-nllrmen.hs there are three. The total number of these appears to be about two
bundred.

103THE INDIAN OOUNTRY.

lJTedlle.9day, Aug. 13th.-The morning was again cloudy, and heavy ~ews had fallen
during the night. A mile and a half beyond camp we crossed Russian river at Fitch's
ranch, where it issues on the right from behind a high and steep bluff. Beyond the
crossing, the road ran over low hills, covered with oaks, as below. The river here lay
at EOIDe distance, It range of high hills intervening, and the valley having no longer
the jcharn.cter of a continuous bottom, but being cut up by low spurs. Between seven
and eight miles from the crossing, we struck the river again, and thence the route,
now narrowed to a horse-trail, but passable for wagons, followed its course. We saw
during the day great numbers of the blue or crested quail; coveys of from twenty
to fifty, exceedingly tame, and perching in the bm:;hes when started up. Although
the young birds were nearly full grown, we had found a nest in our camp of last night
containing eggs. These birds either unite in flocks of several families, or else, as has
been stated, oue male ha.s two or three females in charge; for the number seen in a
flock. is far too great for a single brood. 'We passed another ranch, Pinns, and
encamped on the rivera.t a 6ne bend with abundance of wild oats around. The
odometer gave us as our distance 15'67 miles.

The .mountains opposite here come close down to the river. The valley since we
. last reached it, is generally narrow, well wooded with evergreen and other kinds of
oak; and the soil, for the most part, good; though occasionally, as on the hills"
gravell)'. The redwood was now abundant on the mountains, to the left. The
scenery was exceedingly picturesque, and mauJ' flowering plants of great beauty were
every where in bloom. At camp we found recent signs of deer, and two were started
within it. Two grizt:ly bears were also seen in the neighborhood.
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somethi.ng like those at the" Beer Springs," on Bear river. The temperature was 78°,
while tliat of the stream within a yard was 76°, and of the atmosphere 73°. Several
deer were killed to-day, and a bear chased. The Rocky Mountain hare, or, as it is
libellously called, "jackass rabbit," was abundant, and with good dogs would afford
fine sport. Quartz rock, in connection with serpentine in plnee, was noticed in the bed
of the river.

Fl'hZa!/, Aug. 15th. - This mOrDmg, for the first time, was clear. We left camp
about seven, our road still passing up the valley, and crossing the river four times.
In this part it WIlS heavy with sand and coarse gravel; the river at flood time evidently
overflowing the whole bottom. A little beyond the last crossing we reached BarilIesas

, ranch, situated on a spur projecting into the valley. At this point, which is called the
Rincon, we should have taken a trail leading up the right-hand branch of the valley,
as it would have thus avoided passing over a hill. Russian river here emerges from
the long canon, and one of the trails follows through that also. Keeping up the valley,
which beyond BarillesUs is a beautiful one, we came to our first expelience of the
inountn.ins. The road ascends fill cxceeuingly steep and long hill, where the wfigons,
though light, had to double teams. From the top of one of the ascents there was a
fine view down the valley. A long desceut followed, during which it was necessa.ry
to lock both wheels, and after a march of eleven miles we renehed and camped ill a
little bn.sin, finding good grass and sufficient water in pools in an arroyo.. All these
little valleys afford fine pasturage and abuudant oak timber. The lower hills also are
covered with oats. Some deer were killed at this pInee, and we saw signs of bear.
Great numbers of a handsome species of woodpecker frequent the oaks, chattering and
quarrelling vehemently. A peculiarity of this species, common through California and
Southern Oregon, is that it imbeds the acorn for winter food, in the dead limbs of the
oak and the bark of the fir, which are often thus seen riddled with holes.

Saturday, Aug. loth.-The morning was fine, our elevation being great enough to
clear the fog, and to render the night cool. 'Ve ascended in a north-westerly course
for about four and one-half miles from camp, where we had another fine view back,
and from which a pretty steep, but regular descent, led us into a deep hollow or basin
in the mountains. Fronting us was a peak which forms a landmark at the entrance
of Russian river into the cuiion; and beyond, the still higher mnge, part of the chain
scparating it from Clear Lake. A succcssion of hills followed, until we struck the
river aga.in just above the mouth of the canon. The valley here is narrow and
bo~dered by mountains, the stream itsclf rUllning betwecn better-defined banks, edged
with willows and undergrowth. The hills passed to-dlty were covered with bunch
grass, the wild oats hltving disappeared. On one of them the big-coned pine was
noticed, which among the Indians elsewhere furnishes almost 88 important an· article

[6 ]
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Sando!!, Aug. 17tli. - Col. M'Kee stal'ted for Clear Lake, accompanied by Major
Wessells and nine of the commnnd as an escort, and a small pack-train carrying
presents .and provisions. Several gentlemen from the country below, who had come
up on fi hunting excursion, also went over. The men were mounted 011 mules to save
the horses, fiS the road was fi severe one; and the nppearance of the cavalcade was
amusing enough, with the heavy trappings of the mounted riflemen .on their diminu
tive chargers, especially as Borne of the animals were exceedingly restive ~mder the
clattering of sabres and yagers. Our road after leaving the valley WaB an almost
uninterrupted aBcent to the summit of the great range whieh bounds the valley of the

PT. III.-14
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of food as the acorn with those of this. distrlct. Following the bank of the river, our
wagons were sometimes compelled to make detours to avoid the steep slopes of the foot
lJills. About two miles from our fil'Ht reaching it, however, the valley widened out
into a fine bottom, anel another mile brought us opposite to the last Spauish ranch on
the river, that of Fernando Feliz, an old Mexican, who c1aims here some four
leagues of land. Our camp was established on the left bank of the river, near a fine
clear brook, and much colder than below. Feliz's house, like most of those of the
lower class of Californians, was a miserable adobe hut, thatched with tuM, and con
nected with a sort of out-house by mud walls. A horde of Indians, all scantily
dressed and many stark naked, were lounging in and nbout tbe enclosure, or perched
in crows'-nests watching the corn. The old man received the party with a truly
Spanish courtesy, and insisted in turn upOll everyone sitting down upon the only
chair in the establislunent. A more attractive spot to some of us was a pile of tuIe
under the shed, where were sea.ted the two da.ughters and the daughter-in-law of the

host, with a visitor, eating water-melons. The ladies were all tolerably pretty women,
and their plump figures were shadowed forth agreeably beneath the thin folds of a
chemisette and petticoat which constituted their costume. Feliz's son, a· tall and
rather fine-looking Californian, did the honors of the melons. Feliz appeared very
poor, and indeed complained bitterly of his reduced state. He was too old to hunt, or.
to work himself. His cattle were almost all gone, his crop of barley was but small,
and a little Indian-corn and a few melons and cantclopes, picked before they were
ripe to sa.v~ them from the Indians, were apparently his only other resources. On
learning the bURiness of the agent, he was in great tribulation; protesting that he
should be utterly ruined were the Indialls to he IYl 1110Ved, as he could get no other
labor, while at the same time he abused them as thieves who had killed his cattle and
eaten his crop. His case seemed a hopeless one. It is that of many of his class, but
the wheeL" of state must crush Bome victims in their inexorable~

The distance tmvelled to-day was, by odometer,. ten miles, to which one should be

added for lockage, making the total from Sonoma a little over seventy-one find one
half miles.
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lake on the west, the. path being an Indian trail, distinctly enough marked. The
morning had been cloudy, and towards llOO~ it set in pretty steadily to drizzle,
continuing through the day, an occurrence rare at this season. The ascent in all was
a very great one, the crest of the mountains being covered only with chemisal, dwarf
on.k, and marsanita bushes. Just before ren.ching the summit we entered on a pretty
little valley, two or three miles ill lengt.h, n.nd completely circled in the mountain,
contailling fine grass. Passing the divide, we carne upon a steep descent ending in an
abrupt pitch into the canon of an arroya below, down which was a well-worn path,
probably the equal labor of Indians and ben.rs, guarded on either side by a thicket.
Here was our almost entire descent to the level of the valley, which is probably not
less than a thousand feet above that of Russian river. We wound down the arroya,
now dry except in spots, and passing to the right of a couple of small tuM ponds,
crossed some low hills into Clear Lake va11ey, towards its hend. The bottom of the
arroys. widens out near these ponds, and bends to the left; the stream itself, when full,
forming one branch of the principle tributary of the lake. At the ponds we saw a
number of ducks and some deer, and a little beyond found the remains of a huge
grizzly bear, which some vaqueros had, during the preceding spring, lassoed and baited
with bulls. Striking the lake, our trail ran through the tuM marshes which border
its western side to camp. This was in. an oak grove in the bottom, upon a small
stream, and some four miles from a high mountain which juts into the lake nearly
equidistant from its extremities. The march to-day was estimated at fifteen miles.

Monday, A1tg. 18tlt.- The morning was again threatening, and the sky did
not clear till the afternoon. To-day about seventy-five Indians from the dif
ferent bands on the lake, including the principal chiefs and head men, carne into
council. The objects and wishes of the government were explained to them by
the agent, and some provisions distributed. They all appeared highly gratified,
and grunted their approbation with perfect unanimity, particularly at the promise of
beef. Most of these people were entirely naked, and very filthy, an_d showed less
sense of decency in every respect, than any we had ever met with. Their women
did not corne with them; having, for the most part, been sent up to the hills. Towards
evening we rode to the lake and visited the nearest rancheria. This, which was only
a summer residence, was pitched in a clump of willow bushes in the tuM, and consisted
of the rudest huts of twigs and rushes. A few old women only remained, who were
pounding seeds in a pinole; and they appeared to have a considerable stock both of
these and of dried fish. Of fi[.;h, the luke abounds with different kinds, among
which, a species of bass, so called at lelLst, is considered the best. The fishing season is
the fall and winter, when numbers of the adjoining tribes come down. The seeds, which
are of anise and of various gra:.~ses, are coilected by the women, who carry suspended
on their backs a conical basket, holding about a bushel, .and in the hand a smaller
one, suitable for a scoop. With this they sweep among the ripe grass, with a. motion

( 8]
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similar to that of a man cradling; throwing the seed over the left shoulder into the
larger one. The pinole is pounded in baskets of firm texture, having a hole in the
bottom, which is placed upon a smooth stone, and is afterwards stored for winter use.
The acorn, however, abundant everywhere, furnishes their chief article of food.
Their principnl ingenuity is shown in the making of baskets; some of these being of
very fine ahd close texture, capnble of holding wnter. In fact, they boil in them by
dropping in heated stones. The woinen generally wenr a small, round, bowl-shaped
basket on their heads; and this is frequently interwovcn with the red feathers of the
woodpecker, and edged with the plume tufts of the blue quail. They appeared to
have no earthen or stone utensils, nor nny of wood, exccpt pipes, IndIes, and pestles.
Their canoes, or rnther rafts, are made of bundles of the tule plant, a gigantic bulrush,
with a round, smooth stem, growing in marshy grounds to the height of ten or twelve
feet. The pipc is a straight stick, the bowl being a continuation of the stem enlarged
into a knob, nnd is hcld perpendicularly. They use a species of native tobacco of
nauseous nnd sickening odor. The wInter houses, which are large lodges supported on
poles, and covered with the universal t.uM, they alwnys burn on leaving them in spring,
to get rid of the vermin. The only building of this band which remained was the
"Ser-o.-loo," or swent-house. This, which is used by them as a flpecies of daily
indulgence, is hea.ted simply by fires, without the aid of water, and on leaving it, they
take to the stream to cool themselves. It is generally built in a conical form, Ilnd the
one here waS nhout twelve feet high by b"Cllty wide, with the enrth excavated for a
couple of feet deep within. The circles or mounds on which they have been built, are
found in mnny plnces ltl'ound the lake not now inhnbited, and, from their number, as
well ns the great size of some, aflord evidence of a formerly much larger population. 8

As regards this fad, there is but little doubt, nor of the principal cnuse of the
diminution in the ravages of the Bmnll-pox, at no very remote period. Some old
Indians, who carry with them the marks of the disease, state it positively; and it is
reported, by nat.ive Californians, thnt over 100,000 I perished of this disease in the

valleys drained by the Sacramento and the San Joaquin.
Concerning the religious belief of these, as well as the adjoining Indians, it is

difficult to obtnin conclusive information. One of this tribe, who had been for three
or four yenrs nmong the whites, and accompanied the expedition, on being questioned
ns to his own belief in a deity, acknowledged his entire ignorance on the subject. As
regarded a future state of any kind, he was equally uninformed and indifferent; in
fact, did not believe in any for himself. As a reason why his people did not go to
another country after death, while the whites might, he assigned that the Indians
burned their dend, and he supposed there was an end of them; a speculation, however,
probably originating at the moment, and not forming part of the national faith. Some
of those who, during our conference, were questioned on the ~ubject, admitted, that os
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there were good nnd bnd men and animals, there might be good and bad spirits, and
that it was reasonable that there should be It maker of what they saw around them;
butthey added, that these things were for white 'men to know about. Mr. Benjamin
Kelsey, who had lived some time nmong these people, and whose intelligence and
familiarity with Indian customs renders him n reliable informant, states, on the
contrary, that among themselves the olel men go through ceremonies, at night and
morning, of n devotional clmmeter, singing, crying, and making signs; and that an
Indian in his employment, who spoke Spanish, explained that it was like what the
priests did. The custom of burning the dead is universal here, and through the length
of Russian river; and, as we afterwards found, among cognate tribes at the head of
Eel river.

In personal appearance, many of the Clem' Lake Indians nre of a very degraded
caste; their foreheads nnturally being often as low as the compressed skulls of the
Chinooks, and their forms commonly small and ungainly. They, as well as the river
tribes, cut their hair short. They have also considerable beard and hair on the
person. Few of the men have any clothing at all. The women, however, wear, even
from the earliest childhood, a short fringed petticoat, generally of deer-skin, around
the loins, but suffer the upper part of the body to be exposed. Sore eyes and blind
ness, the result of smoke and dirt, were common. It may be noticed that phymosis
is common among all the Indian tribes of this country.

A vocabulary of this language was obtained from the Indian who accompanied us,
and who spoke Spani::;h sufficiently to be enabled to interpret with his people. It was
carefully taken down, and may be relied on as tolerably accurate. Many of the words
will be found identical with those of the Indians on' the upper parts of Russian and
Eel rivers; and indeed he was able to converse with most of these - understanding
them, however, much better than he could reply. (Vide § IX., Language.)

Tuesday, Aug. 19.- The preliminaries of the treaty were agreed 'upon in council
this morning, a larger assemblage being pre:3ent than yesterday. In the mean time
an examination of the country was made, as well as time and means afforded, with a
view to a reservation. The length of the lake has generally been stated at 60 miles,
but it probably does not exceed 30 or 35. The width near the head is from eight to
ten miles. It is divided near the middle by a spur from the high mountain below our
cnrop, which extends nearly across it, and the lower portion is much l1:lrrower than
the uppe~. The gencral course is from north-west to south-east. Its waters empty by
an outlet in to Cache creek; a strenm which heads in a high peak to the northward,
and runs towards the Sacramento, losing itHclf in a tule swamp nearly opposite the

. mouth of Feather river. The lake has been generally represented as lying within the
Sacramento valley, but its actual position is in a great basin of the mountains which
border it on the west; for although the waters of the lake run towards that river, it
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wedne8day~ Aug. 20th.-The council was again assembled, and the treaty explained'
to them ~ engrossed. The tribes represented were the Hula-napo, Habe-napo, Dab
no-habe, Moal-kai, She-kom, and How-ku-ma, belonging to the lake, and the Shanel
kaya and Bedah-marek, living in a valley situated to the north of it, on the east fork

is yet separated from it by a part of the chain, through a canon in which Cache creek'
forces its way. Surrounded on every side by mountains, this valley is completely
isolated from the adjoining country, there being no access except by difficult trails.
Of these 'there are several; the usual one being from Napa across to Putos creek, or
the Rio Dolores, as sometimes called, which heads to the south-west, and runs nearly
parallel to Cache creek towards the Sacramento; losing itself, like the former, in a
swamp, except during the rainy season. The principal valley upon the lake is that
upon which we encamped, lying on t.he western side, and extending from mount
l\f'Kee towards the head. The extent of this may be stated at ten miles in length, by
an average width of four. A more beautiful one can hardly be pictured. Covered
with abundant grass, and interspersed with groves of superb oaks of the most varied
and graceful forms, with the lake and its green margin of tuM in front, and the
distance bounded everywhere by precipitous ranges, it combines features of surpassing
grandeur und loveliness. Flowers of great variety and elegance abound, the woods

, are filled with game, and in the season innumerable flocks of water-fowl enliven the
shores. Two or three other valleys lie within the mountains, which generally come
down to the water, but none are of the size and value of this. Upon the lake are
several isll1nds, of which the largest, called" Battle island," about a mile long, is at
the northern end. Several mineral springs occur in the neighborhood, and at one of
them, on the eastern shore, sulphur is found in great abundance, and in solid and
pure deposits. Salt springs also exist among the mountains, from which the Indians,
during the dry season, procure what they require; and further to the north-east, near
the southern head of Cottonwood creek, rock-salt is obtained, for which the Lake
Indians trade. 10-A cattle ranch was forme,rly maintained in this valley, and the adobe house, erected
by the 0W11ers, was still standing about three miles from our camp, but at this time
unoccupied. It was here that Andrew Kelsey and Charles Stone were killed by the
Indians, in December, 1849; a murder which WllS severely punished during the next
spring, by a party of troops under Captain Lyons, who succeeded in bringing up a
mountain howitzer and two boats from below. The Indians, who had forted upon the
creek, at the upper end of the lake, being driven out by a shot, were pursued in the boats
to the island ,by a detachment of infantry, and on their trying to escape to the shore,
attacked by the dragoons, who met them waist-deep in the tuM. The utter rout and
severe loss which they suffered, had effectually subdued them,.and undoubtedly
brought about the readiness with which they nowmet the overtures of the agent. 11
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of Russian river. Provision was also made for the admission of the Cho-tan-o-man-as,
living toward the outlet of the lake, but not present; and for the settlement of any
other tribes the government may remove from other places. These are all more
properly bands than tribes; each village, as is the case generally with the Indians of
this part of California at least, having its separate chief. The names have each its
signification. Thus," Habe-napo" men.llS stone house, "Dahno-habe," stone mountain,
" Bedah-marek," lower people, &c. They give to the first six tribes collectively the
name of "Na-po-batm," or many houses; an appellation, however, not confined to
th~mselves, as they term the Russin.n river tribes the" Boh-Napo-batin," or western
many houses. The name" Lu-pa-yu-ma," which, in the language of the tribe living at
Coyote valley, on Putos river, signifies the same as Habe-napo, is applied by the
Indians in that direction to these bands, but is not recognized by themselves. Each
different tribe, in fact, seems to designate the others by some corresponding or
a.ppropriate word in itg own language, and hence great confusion often arises among
those not acquainted with their respective names. They have no name for the valley
itself, and call the different spots where they reside after those of the bands. In fact,
local names do not seem to be applied to districts of country, though they may be
sometimes to mountains. Rivers seem to be rather described than named - thus
Russian river is called here Boh-bid-ah-me, or "the river to the west."

The Shanel-kayas and Bedah-marek speak a language, or more probably dialect,
different from the Napa-batin, as do also the Indians of the portion of the lake south
of Mt. M'Kee. That of the latter, perhaps, resembles more the Mu-tistul between
the heads of Napa and Putos creeks, or some other of those lying between the luke
and the bay of San Pablo. How many really different languages will ultimately be
determined between the heuds of the Russian river and San Francisco bay, it is
impossible as yet to conjecture. On a cursory examination there appen.r to be several;
but more critical enquiry will, perhaps, reduce them. Thn.t of the Napo-batins, in its
various dialects, seems to be one of the most extensive; reaching from the Sacramento
range to the coast, and up as fn.r as the head-waters of the Eel river.

It is difficult to ascertain the real numbers of these people. Common report hn.d
stated it at Borne 2500 or 3000; but the nearest approach which could be made to a count
gave but 511 as the total of souls in the six tribes of the valley, and 150 to the two
living in the mountains, who were represented by their chiefs only. To this twenty
five per cent. was added, as the probable number of those not returned. The
proportion of men, women, and children seemed to vary greatly. The men of the
two nearest rancherias were with great difficulty persuaded to bring in their families,
and their ratios were as follows:-

Hutarnapo, 85 men, 81 womell, 29 children.
Habe-napo, 29 do. 42 do. 13 do.

12
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The details of the trenty appenr elsewhere. and need not be repeated. It provided 14
for the reservation of that part of Clear Lake valley lying to the northward of
Mt. M'Kee, as designated on the accompanying maps, and for the assembling here
of the tribes of Russian river, the const and bay, and of the head of Eel river; the
Indians to be furnished with teachers, agricultural implements, domestic animals,
and seeds, and assisted in supporting themselves for the space of two years. As
regards the suit..'tbleness of the reservation for its purpose, there can hardly be a doubt.
The spot is isolated to a degree unusual even on the Pacific; abounds in all that
is necessary for a large number of people in their savage state, and is capable of being
made in the highest degree productive by cultivation. If the system pursued in this
respect in the States is adhered to in California, (and in no other way can the condition
of these Indians be elevated, or their extinction be averted,) it must be by removing
at least their families from among the whites, and turning them to some fixed
occupation..:<The central position of the lake country will easily enable such numbers
as can be spared, to hire themselves out during the working season, while the stores
provided at home will sustain them in the winter. They appear sufficiently tractable
to admit of teaching, nnd to be averse to labor from indolence, rather than from pride.
Great patience and tact will necessarily be requisite, and care should be exercised
in selecting their teachers for these among other qualifications. We started on the
return route about half past twelve, and reached the top of the mountain in four
hours. The afternoon was fine, aud we here enjoyed' a magnificent view of the
country and lake behind us. Some of the part.y left .,' the trail by which we came up,
at the head of the little valley, and descended by one leading to the left. An hour
and a half of rapid travel brought us to Feliz's, where we learned that the camp had
moved up a mile and a half further for better grass. We reached it a little after
dark, and found that the rest had already arrived. During our absence, Borne
Spaniards and vaqueros had lassoed and killed five grizzly bears in the immediate
vicinity of the ranch. This amusement, which may be considered the national one
of California, is performed by from two to four men, all mounted. One of them rides
towards the bear, and as he rears, catches a paw with the noose, takes a turn round
the horn of his saddle, and immediately starts at speed. Another following, lassoes
in like manner the other foot, and spu~s in a contrary direction, to prevent the bear
overhauling the first rope, which he would otherwise speedily do. If there are more,
they secure his hind feet nnd head, and the bear, thus rendered powerless, is dragged
to a tree and made L'l.st. Sometimes a wild bull is coupled with the bear by a riata,
and the two turned loose to fight it out, the conflict, generally ending with the death
of both parties. This pastime seems tolerably dangerous to the uninitiated, but
it is pursued with astonishing fearlessness and dexterity by the Californians j nor are
BOrne of the American settlers much behind them in either.

To-day a large rattlesnake of a bright green color was noticed among the hills near
, .
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Clear Lake. A large yellow species is also said to be found. Ground-squirrels, in size
resembling the common grey squirrel of the States, but having shorter legs o.nd a
black patch between the shoulders, are common. The pine grouse and quail, geese,
ducks, and cranes, abound in their proper senson. Elk, bears, and black-tailed deer,
frequent the mountains throughout all this region.

Tlm1'Sday, Aug. 21st. - Arrangements hnd been mnde the day before for bringing
in the adjoining river tribes, and inducing them to consent to a removal to the lake.
For this purpose also, three of the principal chiefs had come over with us to assure
them of their friendly disposition. Accordingly, four bands consented to enter into a
treaty, viz., the Sah-nel, Yukai, Porno, and Masu-~kaya; numbering in all, as was
supposed, 1042 souls. The chief of the Kai-no-meahs, living at Fitch's ranch, who
had come up from below, withdrew, being unwilling to consent to a removal, and the
intermediate bands did not appear. These are believed to embrace the larger part of
the population of the river; many of their people being at the ranches we had visited
below. The estimate formed by Col. lIfKee of the whole number, from the head of
'Russian river down, was as follows: -

In the valleys of Sonoma and Russian river 1200
On Clear Lake and the adjacent mountains - 1000
On the coast from Fort Ross southward to the bay 500

I obtained here a partial vocabulary from one of the Yukai band. These live in
the vicinity of Parker's ranch, above here. The tribe at this place, the Sah-nels, as
also the Boch-heaf, Ubak-Ma, Tabah-tea, and the Moi-ya, living between them and
the const, speak the same. The Ma-su-ta-kea and Porno, living further up on the
west branch of the river, use the same as the Shanel-kaya of the east branch, who
were treated with at the lake.-In general appearance there is a. similn.rity among all the Indians between here and
the bay, which indicates their common race. So little attention has been paid to
their peculiar customs that we could gather very little information, and that not very
definite. -

The chiefdom is hereditary, but at present confined to small bands, each
independent of the rest, though they often live together in winter. It is probable,
however, that when more numerous, they had, as elsewhere, great head chiefs with
more extended dominion; for in the Clear Lake language there is a distinct name for
these. In one case we learned, where the males of a family had become extinct,
and a female only remained, she appointed a chief. The custom of burning the dead
is universal. The body is consumed upon a scaffold, built over a hole, into which the
ashes are thrown and covered. Marriage lasts only during agreement, and they have
but one wife at a time. If the parties separate, the children go With the wife. The
practice of abortion, so common among the Chinooks, and some other tribes in
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Oregon, is unknown bere. The universal disense is said gradually t.o be finding its
way among them, though we noticed no marks of it. A more intimate knowledge
of their' lnnguages would probably discover many curious observances which hftve
escaped observation. At some of their dances, for instance, we were told they avoid
particnlar articles of food, even fowls und eggs. The flesh of the grizzly bear, few
of them will eat at all. It is said that they believe the spirits of the dead enter
them, and a story was related to us of their begging the life of a wrinkled-faced old she
grizzly bear, as the recipient of some particular grandam's soul, whom they fancied
it resembled. Parker, who was our informant, stated that an Indian wife he once
had, used to speak of a god called Big-llead, and when it thundered said that he
was angry. Most of them, however, who have any faith, worship "Pooyah," (the
Puys of the Spaniards.) One custom which had been noticed, was that of crying
together night and morning, as was snpposed for the dead, even after the lapse of
some years. This may however be the same ceremony alluded to above as existing
on Clear Lake. The wilder of these tribes hunt, but do not depend on game for
subsistence. On great hunts they make brush fences of some extent with intervals
containing snares, and drive the deer into them. Sometimes also they creep upon
and kill them with arrows. Their principal food consists of acorns, 1'oots and pinole.
Fish are taken in weirs, the salmon ascending far up Russian river.

Saturday, Aug. 23d. - It was decided to send the four wagons we had brought with
us, back to Sonoma, although it was possible to carry them somewhat further.
Indeed an attempt had previously been made to take a ~!,ain through to Humboldt
Bay; and it actually proceeded as far as the main Eel river, where the last of them was
abandoned., The trail followed the river for a couple of miles, when it diverged,
passing up a narrow lateral valley. About six miles from camp'we crossed a range
of low hills, and again reached the main valley, which here widened out into a hand
some plain. "A couple of miles beyond, we reached the last house on the river, that
of George Parker Armstrong, or, as he is erroneously called" '! John Parker," to whom
reference ha.s already been made. The house was a small building of logs, or rather
poles filled in with clay, and thatched with tuM. Its furniture WM somewhat incon
gruous; for upon the eltrthen floor and beside a bulls' hide partition, stood hULr~ china
jn.rs, camphor trunks, and lacqnered ware in abUlidance, the relics of some vessel that
had been wrecked on the coast during last spring. Parker, or Armstrong, was
formerly l\ man-of-war's man in Captain Belcher's squadron, which he left during the
exploration of this coast, some fourteen years ago, since when he had wandered ahout
in California, and recently posted himself here in advance of the settlements. Near
the house stood the rancheria <;>f the Yukai band, with whom we had treated below.
Three Indians had been implicated in ~he Clear Lake murder, and were accordingly
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chastised by Captain Lyons on his return from Clear Lake, from which place he
reached Russian river by a trail leading in here.

The valley at Parker's is some five· miles in width by eight or ten long, but it is not
as fertile as at Feliz's. Above here the river during the dry season runs chiefly
under the sand, and water is only to be obtained in occasional pools. We halted for
the night at Lyons's encampment, having made between fourtecn and fiftecn miles.
About a mile above, the east fork of Russian river comes in, after a winding course
through the mountains. Upon it lies the valley inhabited by the Shanel-kaJlLS and
others before spoken of.

Su.nda!f, Aug. 24th. - To obtain better grass we passed up the river for about six
miles, finding the bottom narrow and worthless. Crossing the now dry bed of the
stream, we sought for a camp on the right bank, intending to make a short march, as
we desired the next day to reach the head of Eel river. Finding no water, however,
we turned off to the right and halted in a slDall prairie, upon a spling branch.
Several deer were killed near camp, but we were all surfeited with venison, and
preferred beef. We saw during our march to-day a number of pines .and firs, with
the usual growth of mansanita and madrona. The latter is a gigantic rhododendron,
which occasionally attains a diameter of two or three feet at the butt.' It is a very
ornamental tree; the leaves being evergreen, and of a bright color, while the bark,
which scales off annually like that of the sycaJ;nore, is red. The wood is valuable for
several purposes, being very compact and fine-grained. It is much used for saddle
trees. In our camp were several large bay trees, which filled the air with an odor
too strong to be agreeable. This, which is also called the wild olive, bears a nut of

19 the size of a hazel-nut, covered with a thick green rind, and is excessively oily. The
Indians use it where it abounds, as a favorite article of food; roasting it, however, first.
It should be mentioned that we were joined at Feliz's by Mr. Thomas Sebring, one of
the first party that traversed the route between here and Humboldt bay, and who now
acted as our guide.

Monday, Aug. 25th. -. We crossed the east fork of the river, and thence, by a high
and steep Mcent, gained the divide between that and the west fork; keeping, however,
along the left side 01 the range, and looking down upon the valley of the latter.
This is apparently narrow and broken, but is said to contain some good land and is
well wooded. Water, however, is scarce during the summer. From these hills we
could look back to a great distance, the peak at the entrance of the canon below
Feliz's standing up distinctly, with a back-ground of mountains, part of the Coast
range, the continuation of which bounded on the other side the valley to our left.
Near us, one point formed a very noticeable landmark, resembling, as it did in many
Tespects, the basaltic formations on the upper Columbia. We found on our route the
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J Used as a noun, in this J onrnal, fot ridge. - H: R. B.,

hills well clothed with bunc1~ grnss and wild oat." fiS also wat.er in spring~, but not
in quantities sufficient for any considemqle number of animals. The culminating
point on the divide1 between Russjan and Eel rivers, may be considered fiS marked

. by an isolated rock, about thirty feet lIigh, standing in a level plat of grn.'::s. From
here our course ran northerly down a successIon of llills, till about twelve miles from
our last camp we descended into a valley running nort.h-west and south-east. At
the foot of the hills we found running water, in n branch under nn alder thicket; but
the grass had been burnt off by the Indians, for the purpose of collecting aniseed
with greater ense, and we were obliged to proceed some four miles further down,
and finally to encamp without water in our immediate vicinity, sending the animals
back to it. This valley, which the Indians called Betumki, or big plain, is eight or 20

WIt miles long and four or five wide. Two streams come into it, which form the
heads of the middle fork of Eel river, here called the Ba-ka-whn. These are not
at this season cOijtinuous, but lose themselves in the plain. At the foot of the
valley, a lagoon of a mile or two long forms !n the winter, and thence the river passes
out through a canon. The vnlley is level, fertile in soil nnd sufficientl.y wooded~

particularly at the upper or southern end. Although its elevation is very considerable,
the hills around are wen clothed with gmss and timber. As being more distant
from any probable settlement of the whites, this and the next valley might have been
considered as more advantageous points of reserve than the Clear Lake country. It,
howeYer, is destitute of ,,,ater sufficient for a numerous population; is too inclement
in the winter season for a southern population to exist in it, and would not furnish
enough of the natural productions on which they live.

In leaving Russian river, it may be proper briefly to state its general ext.ent and
that of the country upon it. Taking its general course wit.hout reference to windings,
it is less than a hundred miles in length, and the aggregate amount of tillable land
upon it is not great. The largest single body of prairie country is that l.ring between
Santa Rosn and Fitch's ranch; which, though not altogether upon t.he river, may :ret
be considered ns a portion of the valley, and which embraces n tract of some fifteen
miles in length, by as much in extreme width. Above Fitch's, the bottom consists
of detached valleys, of nt most a .few square miles in extent, separated by wooded
hills. Small basins are also scattered among the mountains, which, however, do
not greatly neld to the quantity. This country, like that around the bays of San
Francisco and San Pablo, generally requires irrigation· for t.he production of green
~rops, but is admirably adapted to the small grains. Beyond this its great value
is for pasturage, the ranges on either side being very ext.ensive and rich. Large
herds of cattle were formerly kept there, but the improvidence of the owners has
allowed them to be almost entirely destroyed.
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The precaution had been taken of sending Indians on from Parker's to bring in
those of this valley; and, with some trouble, they succeeded in collecting part of the
men. The families abandoned their ra~cherias, and fled to the mountains on our
approach. 'There are here five small bands, corresponding in appearance with those
on Russian river, with whom, as well 1t'3 those on Clear Lake, they nre connected.
They are much wilder than the others, having generally but little communication with
the whitefl, though a few are said to have been employed as vaqueros. 'We found
that they could make themselves understood by the Russian river Indians, and
generally understood them; but their dialect is still different. A portion of their
vocabulary was collected, and will be found in the Appendix. [§ IX. LANGUAGE.]

We remained in this camp two days. A considerable number of men WAre brought
in, but all attempts to assemble their families served only to excite their suspicious.
In f.wt, the object of the agent, in the process of double translation through which it
passed, was never fairly brought before them. The speeches were first translated into
Spanish by one, and then into the Indian by another; and this, not t.o speak of the
very dim ideas of the last interpreter, was sufficient to prevent much enlightenment
under any circumstances. Dut the truth was, that the gentlemen for whose benefit
they were meant by no means comprehended any possible motive on our part but
mischief. That figurative personage, the great father at 'Vashington, they had never
heard of. They had seen a few white men from time to time, and the encounter had
impressed them with a strong desire to see no more, except with the advantage of
manifest superiority on their own part. Theil' earnest wish was clearly to be left
alone. To the last arguments brought forward, red flannel shirts and beef, their minds
were more open, and they willingly performed many offices about camp, running for
water, making fires, and waiting on the soldiers, who are sure to get work enough out
of them always.

.These men, like the other mountain tribes we afterwards met, though small, were
well formed, with prominent chests, and the muscles of the legs and body well
developed. Their arms, on the contrary, were diminutive. Some of them had shaved
the hair from the person, and they almost all wore bits of stick, four or five inches
long, through the ears. A few carried bows and arrows, and one had a spear, headed
with obsidian, which is found scattered over these hills. The names of the bands in
this valley were the Naboh,' Chow-e-shak, Chau-te-uh, Barkow-a, and Sa-mun-da. One
or two others were said to be absent. The numbers given b~' those who 'came in'

. .

amounted in all to 127 men, 147 women, and 106 children. The total,including
those absent, probably does not exceed 450 to 475.

From a high point to the west of our camp I obtained a fine view over the valley
and surrounding hills. These are well timbered with oak and fir; which latter timber
IS now })revalent, and interspersed with fields of bunch grass and little valleys affording
good pasturnge. . Wn.ter, however, is scarce.
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TltltrBday, Aug. 28th. - We started rather enrlier than usunI, anticipating a heavy
day's march, in which we were by no means disnppointed. The first six or eight miles,
though a series of constant ascents al~d descents, the former much prepondemting,
afforded a very fair trial. Small valleys lay scnttered among the hills, covered with
rich grass; and fine views opened behind, of the mountains between us and the
Sacramento. At ten o'clock we halted for half nn hour, while the guide sought for the
route; no easy thing in a country presenting such an endless succession of hills, and
cut up every where by Indian nnd deer trail. Unfortunately the wrong one was this
time selected, and, after losing ourselves in a forest of redwoods, we turned directly up
It mountain northward. Reaching the top with great difficulty, nnd on foot of course,
the trail turned east and then south, and two hours of hard work brought us back to
the starting point. The timber in these redwoods was very large; one tree thnt we
passed measuring thirty-three feet in circumference, and a great proportion from
twenty-five to twenty-eight. Scnttered among them were firs, also of great size. On
the top of the mountain we noticed, for the first time, the chestnut oak, and a species
of chestnut, with leaves like those of the willow in form and size, the burrs being in
clusters and containing fruit not much larger than the beach-nut.

Taking a fresh departure we reached, in about a mile, a little valley running east
and west, and lying directly behind the mountain we had ascended. This we followed
up, and again returning to our general north-westerly course, ascended to a point
whence we could sce the mountains beyond the Clear Lake valley, and among the
intermedinte peaks, "Lorna Prieta," and Mount" M'Kee." A deep ravine or CanOll lay
on either hand. Here we again mistook our course, and 'instead of heading that to
the left, kept up the divide between the two. After a still higher climb, and a futile
attempt to descend, we tumed back, and succeeded in finding the right course. From
this divide a superb view opened of the Coast chain, upon one of tIle highest ridges of
which we were travelling; range after range, heavily timbered, extending down
towards the sen.; and the sun, now in its decline, shone upon the diEltant ocean, the
reflected rays illuminating the clouds nbove.

We foi'med camp near nighW\ll on the side of the mountain, with but poor grass and
a scanty supply of water from a muddy hole. The. animals, thirsty after their long
march, had to be kept away by force, and groups of disconsolate mules stood, during
the night, at a hardly respectful distance from the sentinel; their despairing bray
mingling with the yelping of the coyotes. Our march was probably sixteen miles on
our course, and twenty-four in all. . It will be observed that we were crossing from the
waters of the middle, towards those of the south fork of Eel river, on which is
situated the valley we were next seeking. In consequence, however, of losing the
trail,we were compelled to encamp short of the place intended, and upon the summit
of one range or' the Coast Mountains.

THE INDIAN COUNTRY. 117



118 PHYSIOAL GEOGRAPHY OF

Friday, Aug. 29th.-The animals were much strayed this mornmg, having
wandered off in search of grass and water. We marched only four miles, and
finding both iIi abundance on a creek running towards the coast, concluded to
encamp there, especially as all the dragoon horses had not been found. The herd of

. ~att1e, which formed part of our cavalcade, were driven on about two miles and a half
to another arroya. A few Indians came into this camp, part of a band belonging to

22 the next valley. They had with them a dog, the first we have seen among them, and
of a breed not mentioned in Youatt, being apparently a cross between a turnspit and
a coyote. When it is added that he was as great an adept in thieving as his masters,
all praise of bis capacity is exhausted;

The creek on which we were, seemed to be one of the sources of a river
said to enter the coast thirty or forty miles below Cape Mendocino, and which among
BOlle of the Bell. charts is laid down as the R. des Marons. The deep ravine or canon
facing our camp of last night, was evidently one of its heads, as during the march we
Ilerceived a gap extending to the ocean. We were afterwards told by persons who
had passed near the coast, that a quite extensive agricultural coulltry apparently lay
near its mouth.

Sattmlay, Aug. SOtlt. - A general and very noisy mourning among the mules came
off this morning, as the old white mare that had officiated as bell-wether, had fallen
down the hill and broken her neck. Our course continued northward, up high grassy
hills, and then over the wooded table-land, which forms the western side of the valley.
'Ve found the cattle· camp a couple of miles beyond, upon a brook running into it,
with water and grass abundant. The men accompanying it bad started three bears and
wounded one, whicb however escaped. Strangely enough, the mules, generally very
much afraid of them, bad taken it into their ears to have a little private diversion on
this occasion, and surrounding a grizzly bear which they found in the tall bottom grass,
had performed a war-dance round him, ~icking and snorting, but keeping carefully
beyond the reach of his paws.

About. a mile and a half further we reached the stream which runs through the
valley, and crossing it, encamped, finding sufficient water standing in pools. This

.valley, called by the Indians Ba-tem-da-kai, we supposed to be on the h~ad of the
south fork of Eel river, and so we were informed by our guide and other mountaineers;
but a belief exists, as we afterwards found, among some of the parties who have

. traversed this country, that it is, on the contrary, the head of the river before spok0n
of as entering the COlUlt to the westward. It is apparently twelve or fifteen miles in
length, by four or five wide, the general course conforming to the beud of the Coast
range, being from south-east to north-west. That part lying on the easterly side of the
stream consisted entirely of open prairie, fertile and producing an abundance of fine
grass, while the westerly side is mostly wooded. The timber, as on the hills around,
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wn..<; of mixed oak and fir. A few Indians visited us, and were directed to call in the
adjacent tribes.

The distance travelled to-day was four miles. '

~Monday, Sept. 18t. - Following the principal valley down for a mile or two, it
narrowed and became broken by spurs and deep rn.vines coming down from the
mountain, until at a distance of three or four miles from camp, the stream abruptly
turned to the left into a canon. Beyond this the route became excessively mountain
ous, crossing deep arroyas and then ascending a broken ridge between the waters or
the south and middle forks. The day proved cold and rainy, and the clouds prevented
our seeing to any considerable distance, though occasionally we had glimpses of a. vast
circle of mountains closing around us. These seemed to follow t~e general chain, but
were broken and e~a.tic to' a degree that rendered it almost impossible to ttace
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Sunday, Aug. 31st.- Quite a number of Indians were assembled and presents
distributed, but no treaty attempted; for our Clear Lake interpreter, although able to
comprehend them, could not explain freely in turn. Their language, however, is
clearly of the same family as that of the tribes at the head of Russian river, and those
last encountered. The total number in the vicinity, as near as could be ascertained,
was about six hundred~ ,In general appearance they resembled the Indians in 23
the upper valley. They pluck their beards, and some of them tattoo. Many had their
hair cot short, but others wore it turned up in a bunch in front, or occasionally on the
back of the head. The practice of cutting the hair, so unusual among American
Indians, is referred to by Jedediah S. Smith, one of the most adventurous of the whole
class of fur-traders, who, during his vR.rious expeditions, constructed amap of Oregon
and Cnlifornilt. An entry upon this, designates the tribes living on the west of the
Sacramento range as the" Short-haired Indians." The average height of these men
was not over five feet four or five inches. They were lightly built, with no superflu-
ous flesh, but with very deep chests and sinewy legs. Their expression was mild and
pleasant, and vastly better than their reputation warranted. We saw no women, and
the proposal to bring them in, at once excited their fear nnd distrust.

I took the opportunity of to-day's hnlt, to ascend the hills on the eastern side of the
valley. The view from this point was beautiful, the stream winding in serpentine
form nlong the margin of the plain, fringed with oaks and firs, nnd the long slopes
beyond diversified with forest and prairie. To the east rose heavy mnges of
mountains, between which and the yet more distant Sacramento chain, a wide and
deep gap indicated another valley, supposed to be the source of the main fork of Eel
nver. Returning to c~mp, Mr. Sebring pointed out a sulphur spring, the water of
which was very strongly impregnated. The temperature proved to be 70°, while that
of the air WIlS 68°.
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Tttesda.y, Sept. 2d.- In the morning Indian signs were visible round our camp, but
nothing was missing. The day wus again cloudy and threatening. Our march was
over a succession of ridges, separat.ing the waters of the south and main forks of Eel
river, and was severe, not only on the animals, but the men, who were continually
obliged to dismount and lead. A dozen or twenty Indians appeared upon a large swell. '

llear the road, after the column had passed, vociferating abusively, but offering no
netual molestation to those in the rear. Neo.r this place a party, to which our guide
belonged, had been attacked the year ,before, and had killed a chief and two othe'r8.
These, apparently, hlid had no notice of our o.pproach, having probably little commu
nication with the tribes above, who fear them. . Indeed, the valley Indians informed

continuous chains. The character of the country, so far as vegetation was concerned,
was the same as that recently passed over; the higher and steeper crests being covered
with chemisal, dwarf oak, holly, and other similar s~rubs, and the less elevated with
fir and oaks of various kinds, but of smaller size than those in the lower country.
Grass wns abundant, even at considerable heights, and water was to be found
frequently in the arroJ'us; but it is to be remembered that .reports of water streams,
uerivcd from those who Lave travelled these mountain regions at an earlier seaSOll,
where the snow was but lately melted, are seldom borne out during the later summer
montLs. We passed to-day in a deep arroya the wrecks of some of the wagons which
Mr. Huestas had attempted to take through to Humboldt bay. This expedition started
from Sonoma, in the spring of 1850, following the discovery of that harbor, and
unfortunately proved abortive. The last wagon WltS finally abandoned upon the main
fork, and the company struck across the mountains for the mines on the Trinity. But
one family of Indians were met with on our march, and they fied incontinently; the
women carrying with them their few effects, the 111an gallantly waiting to cover their
retreat. He was evidently under great alarm, and with difficulty could be induced to
accept a present of tobacco which a soldier offered him. These had robes of deer
skin, dressed with the hair on, over their shoulders. They belonged to a wild
mountain tribe, the terror of the valley Indians, and with whom earlier parties of
whites had one or two encounters. Even their women nre said to wield the bow and
o.rrows with dexterity and courage. Of their language and nffinities, nothing is
known.

We camped this night on a deep raNine, opposite to two remarkable crags called
t.he "Pilot rocks." Our elevation was great., lUld the night cold and uncomfortable.
The pine grouse, well known in Oregon, were now abundant, and seemed to gather in
flocks, a.s the faU o.pproa.ched. Some of our people here prospected for gold, and

. believed that, in miner's phrase, they had" raised the color," but without any degree
of certainty. The distance travelled was twelve miles.
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Ui'I, that they were a.1ways whipped back when they attempted to penetrate the
mountains.

A few miles from camp, the South Fork, other hends of which we had turned,
passed behind a mountain to the left, and for some distance was entirely lost sight of,
its course lying some ten or fifteen miles from the diviJing ridge. The main fork had,
apparently, an average distance of five or six miles, but was visible during the day but~

once, nt a conspicuous point called" Saddle Rock." Beyond it a steep ascent led to
another part of the divide, n shnrp and very narrow comb, covered withchemisal and
other shrubs, and exceedingly rough. Following this for five or six miles, we descended
abruptly, and made camp about three o'clock on a ridge between two ravines. Here
we found the skeleton of another wagon, and wondered at. the obstinacy which had
brought it thus far. It was the last relic of the ill-fated expedition which we
encountered, as the party had here taken another route.

Our distance to-day was seventeen miles. Water was in sufficient quantity near
camp, but the grass was poor, and we were compelled to tie up the animals, as well to,_
prevent their straying, as from fear of Indians. The frequent occurrence. of showers
in these mountains during the summer months, Reems probable, as we found new grass
sprouting where it hnd been burnt over.

TVedlles(la!J, Sept. 3(1.-\Ve mounted a further continuntion of the dividing ridge, and
kept nlong its crest, still in a general nOl'th-westerly direction. Five or six miles on,
we came to one of the most elevated points on our route, a mountain marked on its
summit by a fir-tree, bearing n. gigantic pn.rasite. The scenery from here was
magnificent, the mountains being· interminable to view, and piled up in the wildest
confusion. On the left lay the Coast range; on the right a vast basin opened, amidst
which rose numerous peaks, sometimes in sharp serrated ridges, elsewhere in regular
cones, surmounted with large bare rocks like truncated pyramids or broken columns.
Here theil' tops were yellow with grass - there shrouded with the dark foliage of the
chemisal, or crowned with forests of oak and fir. Deep ravines and cafions intersected
them, nmiJst which occasiona.lly lay smlLll green patches, whence the blue smoke of an
Indian camp-fire curled upward, the rare signs of human life in this vast desert of
mountlLins.

Our dogs stnrto<1, this nfternoon, a couple of half-grown grizzly benrs, and chased
them smartly up n hill, the benrs lumbering nlong at It rapid though clumsy pn.ce. A
little further 011, nn oIU site, with two cubs, was rouseJ from an arroyn. A soldier who
was in advance, broke her back with a rifle-shot, the CUbR in the menn time escnping,
pursued by one of the dogs. The other nttn.cked the bear most resolutely. In the
scuffle she rolled back into the water-cour8e, and the soldier leaping in with his sabre,
ra.n her twice through the heart. The fight, which In.sted some minutes, created ft,

general excitement, and Borne pistol-shooting was volunteered; but the credit of first
PT. nI.-16
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blood and the death-wound, was unanimously given to the rifleman. The meat was
packed into camp, but proved tough and unsavory. Leaving the crown of the ridge,
our trail ran alongside hills to its left for BOrne distagce, until, descending a long and
very steep declivity, we came upon the South Fork, or, as it is now called, "Kelsey's
river," at the junction of a small stream named, after our guide, "Sebring's creek."
The river was, at this time, not more than thirty or forty fect wide, and about eight
<leep. The low bottom furnished good grass, but Wl\.S of small extent; the hill-sides,
however, almost everywhere afford pasturage. What little land there is upon the
river is very loose, resembling, in fact, a bed of ashes; but there is nowhere enough to
attract settlers, even could any convenient route be found through the country. The
mountains are much more craggy thltn those on Russian river; huge rocks standing out
on their sides and summits. A grey sandstone, noticed to-day upon the ridge, forms
the canons of the streams.

The Indians at this point, unlike those of the past two dnys' mnrch, are snid to have
heen friendly to the whites who have passed through, and to have visited them freely.
Owing pro~n.bly to the size of the party, we could not get them in. No estimate can
be formed of their number, but it cannot be great; nor is it probable that a large
population exists anywhere among these mountains. One of the rancherias was near
our camp; a wretched affair, and with no character of permanence. The tribe is said
to have a practice, so far as known, peculiar to itself, of cutting the tongue, and allowing
the blood to stream down over the person. ·Whether the custom is a religious
ceremony or not, is unknown; it seems to be too universal for a mark of mourning.
Their dress, like that of the last seen, consists of a deer-skin robe thrown over the
shoulders. The severity of the climate renders some clothing necessary; for in winter
the snow lies here to a great depth, and for a considerable time.

Our march was about seventeen miles, and a sevel'e one on the animals] as for the
t",o nights past they had but little grass, and the trail wns very mountainous. The
day "'las cool, and some rain fell.

Thur8day, Sept. 4th.-Vle remained in camp to recruit the animals, and with the
hope of finding Borne Indians, but none were seen. The morning was again rainy.
An elk and two or three deer were killed. This country seems to be the paradise of
the grizzly bear, for their signs are visible everywhere. A high mountain, which rises
a few miles from camp, takes its name of the" Bear Butte," from an attack made by
two or three upon a man belonging to a former party. The man escaped with his life,
though fearfully crippled.

Friday, Sept. 6tll.- The trail here crossed the river, and, skirting a grove of
redwoods, ascended the mountain beyond. This timber had now reappeared, aJid was
abunda.nt in the bottoms, often attaining 0. gigantic size. Higher on the hills the fir
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&lul'day, Sept. 6llt.-Frequent showers again fell to-day. A piece ?f grass having
been found about a mile off, it was determined to remain over until something definite
could be ascertnilled of the trail ahead, of which accounts from the hunting and

lLud oak J'ct prevailed. The mountain sides Rnd tops' were generally very rich, and,
where not wooded, eO"1ered with abundant and fine bunch grass; in fact, almost the
only open country was upon these high slopes; the valleys, if the narrow bottoms can
be so called, being generally filled with forest. Reaching the top of the ascent, we
found the fog so dense that the advance party hnd stopped; and we were compelled to
halt for about an hour. From this the trail descended to the foot of the Bear Butte,
a high serrated crest, which forms a com~picuous landmark for many iniles,and is even l

"isible from the BnId Mountains, between Humboldt buy and the Klamath. Our
route thence lay alongside hills, cut up by ravines coming down from the Butte, and
running toward. Calion creek, a branch of which enters the river about a mile above
our camp oflast night. These were all living streams, and would afford good camping
places, as grass is abnndnnt. Leaving tbem, and crossing nnother ridge, we came
upon the feeders of 'Vood's creek, another branch emptying some four miles above our
next proposed camp, and wllich here ran on our right. The road was cxcessively bad,
being u constnnt succession of n.sccnts and descents upon sidelong hills intersected by
arroyns, the bcds of which lay deep bela"," the surface. The ground too was soft, and
added much to the labor of the nniulll,ls.

During the day we met a party of half a dozen Indians, and induced them to stop.
They were exceedingly pleased with the small presents given them, but could not be
prevailed upon to nccompallY us into camp. Two or three of them were of larger
stature thnn usual, and one was really a finc-looking young fellow. They wore the
deor-skin robe over the right shoulder, and cnrried the common short bow, backed with
sinew, and arrows pointed ,dth stone, both tolerably well made. With all these
Indinus, the n.rrow-points nre fastcncd. into a short piece of wood, which in turn is
fixeu, though but loosely, into the shaft. The quiver, of dressed deer-skin, holds both
bow and. arrows. They had. also, suspended round the neck, small nets, neatly made"
after the fashion of the common game-bag; the twine, which was very even, being of
course their own work.

The last part of our march ied us into a thick redwood forest, upon a mountnin,
through which we were obliged to cut our trail, the ground being covered with under
brush nnd fallen timber. A fatiguing climb and an excessively bad descent brought us
again to the South Fork. On the other side was a small prairie of about eighty acres,
from which, however, the grass wns mostly burnt, a bn.re sufficiency only remaining.
As it was nlready evening, nnd the march had been the most laborious we had yet
made, we hao' no opportunity of seeking farther. It had drizzled a good part of the
da.y, and the night was still wet. Our estimuted distance was fifteen miles.
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prospecting1 parties were unfavorable. Several Indians, among them some of our
acquaintances of yesterday, came into camp. They were very dirty in person, and
equally so in their habits; in disposition amiable and thievish. An attempt to collect
the tribe proved futile; nor would it have been of any service except for the purpose
of enumeration, as we could make them understand nothing, their language differing
wholly from those above. They are said to be of a different tribe from the one so
much dreaded by the valley Indians, but are probably of the same race. I endeavored
in vain to get from them the names of articles at hand, parts of the body, &c., as they
either could not or would not understand the object of the inquiry; nor was our Clear
Lake Indian more successful after his method. We soon got tired of these gentry, as
they did not render themselves useful, and required too much watching.

Our camp was a very pretty one, the little prairie being level and rich, and
encircled by a magnificent redwood forest. One tree near the tents I measured, and
found it to be fifty-two feet in circumference, at four or five feet from the ground, and
this although the bark and a portion of the,woo~ were burned away. It was still
erect and alive at the top, notwithstanding the interior had been hollowed out to the
height of probably eighty feet, and the smoke was even yet escaping from a hole in the
side. The diameter, measured through a chasm at t.he bottom, was eighteen feet. An
other, likewise much burnt, measured forty-nine feet in circumference, at nve feet from
the ground. The stump of a group rising from one root was twenty-two feet ten inches
across. Those above mentioned were single trees, and without swell, the
measurements given being the fair size of the shaft. Colonel M'Kee measured a
fallen trunk near camp, which was three hundred and twenty-five feet in length,
though not of extraordinary thickness. Lnrger trees thnn this are known to exist,
but none were noticed by ourselves. Their shnfts, often disposed in groups, rise to
a vast height free from limbs, and their folinge is delicnte nnd feathery. The bark
is of an ash color, very thick, but not rough; the branches small in proportion, and
the leayes resemble those of the hemlock rat.her thnn the cedar. The wood, however,
is like that of the latter tree, and of a red color. It splits very readily; so much
so, that the Indians, without the use of iron, get out immense plnnks for their huts.
In a manufactUl"ed stnte, it is unsurpnssed for shingles, ceiling, and weather-bonrding.
The redwood appears to belong exclusively to the coast region; nowhere, it is believed,
at least in northern Californin, extending inland more than twenty-five or thirty
miles, and it does not reach a more northern Intitude than the parallel of 42°.

Sunday, Sept. 7tlt.-' Our route to-day led down the bed of the, river, crossing it
some twenty times, and only occasionally turning into the woods. Some ten miles
from camp we reached the junction of the South fork with the main Eel river, which
bad previously received other considerable branches. The two, at this time, however,
oontained nearly the same quantity of water. Below, the bed of the river is much

I A local phrase employed by miners.-H. R. 8.
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wider, consiRting as before of sand and coarse gravel, or large rounded pebbles, of
every variety of color, and intersected with quartz, over which it spreads, being
fordable almost anywhere. In winter, however, both streams bring down immense
quantities of water, the drainage of a vast mountain region. No falls occur in their
course, or rapids of importance, and the salmon ascends far towards their sources.
With the exception of the valleys already mentioned, and, perhaps, two or three
others upon other branches, all of them too distant to be valuable, Eel river may,
above this point, be considered as destitute of arable land; but should hereafter the
wants of California demand, it affords facilities for a lumber trade of the first
importance..

Near the forks, we met a canoe, the first seen on our journey. It was a ~ug-out,

square at both ends, and sufficiently rude and clumsy. The river was now filled'
with sta.kes, driven into the sand at pretty regular intervals, to which the Indians
fasten baskets of wicker-work to take the eels, with which at certain seasons it
abounds, and which have given their name to the stream. These, smoked and dried,
constitute a principal article of food among the natives.

We camped at a small fern prairie on the right bank, where we found good grass.
The day's march was about seventeen miles, which, over the stony bed of the river,
was a seyere one.

.Monda!!, Sept. 8th. - 'Ve pursued our route down the river. Except two small
prairies, the banks afforded no open bnd till near the close of our day's march.
Bluffs of snmlstone occurred here and there, apparently resembling that in the Coast
range of Oregon, and bearing fossils similar to those at the mouth of the Columbia.
About fourteen miles from camp we reached" Van Dusen's Fork," a branch coming in
from the east. Its bed was nearly as wide as that of the main river; and though an
inconsiderable stream at the time, it is said, during the freshets, to supply about half
as much water as the other. The two united were now about fifty yards in width;
but when flooded are some six hundred yards across, and very deep.

This, the last large branch of Eel river, we are told beads with the Mad river; 8

stream entering the coast above Humboldt bay, and, with the south fork of the
Trinity, in the Sn{)ramento range of mountains. it resembles in general character
the other eastern branches. Some prairie land occurs some fifteen or twenty miles
above its mouth; but the gren.ter pn.rt of its course is through mountains, except that
on the upper waters, as is generally the case on the western slope of that chain, are
rolling hills, wooded with oak, and affording good pasturage. A short distance above
its junction with the main river, the open country commences on both, and extends
to the mouth. This point is distant about twelve or fourteen miles, a.bove the entranCl3
of Eel river into the sea. The tide backs up to it, and at low stages renders the water
brackish to within four miles. Below the forks the river is crooked, generally covering
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a. wide space with sand and gravel. We encamped on the northern bank, about half
a mile from the main stream.· Our march was fifteen miles.

Tuesday, Sept. 9th. - As it was intended to remain in this neighborhood for some
days, in order to recruit the animals, and hold a council with the Indians of the lower
Eel river and of Humboldt bay, the party moved this morning in search of a suitable
camp. About a mile out, t.he road ascended a high table prairie, exceedingly fertile,
watered with springs, and well timbered. Here quite a settlement had been made; a
number of houses built, or in the course of construction, and a considerable quantity of
land enclosed, and under cultivation. Some crops of potatoes, planted late in the
season, looked well; others were in bloom, or even just out of the ground; but the
owners seemed to have no fear of, their not reaching maturity. We were informed
that rain had fallen occasionall:y during the summer, and that the same was the case
last yenr; and the appearance of the vegetation indicated its frequency, as compared
with the valley of the Sacramento. Some six miles from our starting place, ,ye again
struck the river, and followed it down, encamping a short distance off, upon n. small
branch, which we named" Communion Creek."-This camp was situated about eight
miles from our last, as far from the sea, and twelve from the town of Humboldt. 'Ve
here remained until the 15th.

Several of the neighboring settlers visited the camp soon after our arrival, and we
learned that there were, including thofle on the south. side of the river, about thirty.
Preparations were mn.de to call in the Indians; but unfortunately the only persons who
spoke the language ,vith any facility were absent. One or two others could barely
communicate with them on a few subjects; b~t too short a time had elapsed since the
arrival of the whites generally to ba~e created any considerable intercourse. Still we
were alJle to gather some particulars. The tribes on the coast from Cape Mendocino to
Mad river speak substantially tl~e same In.nguage, though the dialect of the U·ay differs
from that lower do,~'n. How far back this· tongue extends we had no means of
ascertaining. On Van Dusen's fork it constantly varies, so -that they with difficulty
understand t.he others. From the Indian wife of a settler on Eel river, I managed to
procure some words, afterwards corrected and increased by another, which will be
found among the vocabularies. No resemblance, as will be seen, exists between this
and the Russian river languages; and, in fact, the appearance and habits of the
Indians indicate a different race. As in all the others noticed on this coast, the F is
wanting; and the Indians supply its place in pronouncing English names with the
letter P. Unlike the Oregon and some of the California tongues, however, this
contains the R, in which respect it is like those of the Klamath. No attempt could be
made towards learning its construction; and there was much difficulty in obtaining
even the words with certainty, owing to the indistinctness with which they
pronounce; the first and last syllables being often hardly articulate. I noticed that
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several words from the" Jargon" or trade language of Oregon were in use, undoubtedly
.obtained from Hudson's Day trnppers. Such is the word" rna-witch," a deer, by them
applied to all kinds of meat, as well as to the animal, though they have a correspond
ing name of their own. The word" pnppoose," too, has wandered from ita Atlantic
home, to become a familiar one on the lips of this race, long after those have passed
away to whom it was vernacu1a.r. The name given to this people by their neighbors
is Wee-yot, iLnd Eel river is known by the same.

As salmon were abundant, the Indinlls were all fat. They are generally repulBive
in countenance as well as filthy in person. The men, like those in the mountains, wore
a deer-skin robe over the shoulder; but evidently not for purposes of decency. The
women were usually naked to the wnist, wearing round the loins the short petticoat
of fringe. This dress, in its various modifications of fashion and change of material,
from dressed deer-skins, often beautifully worked and ornamented, to It rude skirt of
grass, or the inner bark of the cedar or redwood, prevails over an extensive country
and among widely different tribes. The close round cap of basket-work, is likewise
their ordinary head-dress. These Indians have as many wives as they please, or more
probnbly, as they can purchase, and allow themselves the privilege of shooting such
as they are tired of; a method of divorce that obviates all difficulty as to subsequent
mnintennnce. One of the whites here, in "breaking in" his squaw to her household
dut.ies, had occasion to beat her several times. She complained of this to the tribe,
and they informed him that he should not do so; that if he was dissatisfied he must
kill her und get another. As this advice came from her brother, it is fair to suppose
that there was no offence to the family in such a procedure. The women are said to
be chaste, and especially to admit no intercourse with the whites except on permanent
conditions; a peculiarity which, as elsewhere, will probably disappear with the advance
of civilization. Doth men and women generally crop their hair very short all over
the head, giving it much the appearance of a well-worn blacking-brush. The former
pluck their beards out, but leave the hair on the rest of the person. Their heads are
disproportionately large; their figures, though short, strong and well developed. Both
sexes tattoo: the men all their arms alid breasts; the women from inside the under lip
down to and beneath the chin. The extent of this disfigurement indicates to a certain
extent, the age and condition of the person, whether married or single.

As far as regards their number, ,vc could not ascertain it with any exactness. As
usual, it was much overrated in general report, and it is probable that those on the Eel
river below Van Dusen's fork; and around the bay, fall short of five hundred. Their
food consists principally of fish, eels, shell-fisb, and various seeds, which, like those in
the southern valleys, they collect after burning the grass. A small species of sun
flower furnishes a very abundant supply' of these last. The sallal, salmon, and
berries, hazel-nuts, &0., also abound. Occasionally the more enterprising snare the elk.
which are very nt1mero~s. They do not appear to be warlike or disposed to aggression.
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although one or two murders were committed when the whites began to come lll. It
appeared to us singular that at first they would not eat beef; but so few cattle had

been brought here thRt the settlers used more themselves, and had probably spread the

idea that it was not good, in order to save their stock: We found, however, that they

readily learned the lesson when an opportunity was afforded them. The grizzly bear,

which is found here in great numbers, they will not cat, because, as they say, it cats tltem,
the lex talionis not applying in this case. The principal diseases noticed, were sore

eyes and blindness, consumption, Rnd a species of leprosy; not, however, the result of

syphilis, which has never been introduced. From their own accounts, their numbers

have been greatly thinned by a diseus'e, from the description appearing to have been

gastril'i..s. Of the religious notions of these people nothing could be learned. They

bury instead of burning their dead.
During our stay I devoted s~veral days to an examination of the country; though

a very complete one was impracticable for want of guides find facilities of transporta

tion. The best portion is apparently that lying near the mouth of Van Dusen's fork,

on either side of the margin stre:pn. Lower down, the land on the right bank, with

the exception of a. narrow strip along tIle river, consists of rolling hills, covered with

low shrubs, extending to the end of "Table Bluff," a promontory between the mouth

of Eel river and the bay, and reaching back to the redwoods, behind the town of

Humboldt. The soil of these hills is excellent; but the difficulty of breaking them up,
the want of timber on the ground, and of running water, has hitherto prevented claims
being taken there. On the south, what may' be called the valley of Eel river is

bounded by the Coast range, which terminates at Cape Mendocino. These mountains

run back, in an easterly direction, some eighteen miles. They present a fine grazing

country on the slopes, and good situations for farms at their base. The bottom land

on the river is low and level, and in widt11 averages perhaps five miles. Much of this

is, however, covered with thickets of willows, &c., anu is subject to floods in the rainy

season. Those tracts above the reach of the freshets are generally of fern prairie,

rich, ~ut not easily subdued. In approaching the coast, the country is much cut up
with sloughs, communicating with the river, and near the mouth consists of salt marsh

and tide-land. The extent of the whole is not far from twenty miles square. For

farming purposes, as carried on in the northern States, such as the production of green

crops, the available portion of this is ndmirably calculated. On our return to the bay,
later in the season, we were shown vegetables, particularly potatoes, turnips, beets, &c.,

of the finest quality, and of enormous size; some of the potatoes weighing from three

to four pounds each: The climate, as has Leen mentioned, is much more moist than

that of southern California, or the Sacramento valley. It is, .however, apparently

healthy. The winters are mild; snow never lying for any length of time, except in

the mountains. Game is excessively abundant, including deer, elk, bears j and all the

fall and winter, ducks, geese, brandt, cranes, and other water-fowl.
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Partly from the difficulty of communicating with the IndinllR, nnd partly from the
jealousy with which each little band s2emed to view tlle rest., the efforts to collect
them from the country around proved abortive, a few only visiting the camp from the
nearest villages. It was an additional drawback, that the head chief of Eel river, to
whom the whites have given the name of "Coon-skin," and who is said to possess
considerable influence, was sick. To those who came in, small presents, together with
hard bread, and beef, were distributed; but they could not be made to understand the
object of our visit, and clearly remained to the last, in doubt whether the agent was
simply a philanthropic individual, possessed of more red flannel shirts and cotton
pocket.handkerchiefs than he knew what to do with, and who therefore indulged in
the benevolent amusement of giving them away; or one who had some designs upon
them, and was fishing for Indians with that particular bait. It being considered
advisable, however, to bring in as many as possible, in order to produce an impression
favorable to future efforts, I went down the river in a canoe, accompanied by Mr..
Duperru, a gentleman of Humboldt, and Mr. Robinson, with three Indians, ~.sitjng

the different rancherias on our way. These were very numerous, but consisting
generally of only two or three fnmities. Their appearance, as well as that of their
inhabitrmts, was wretched, and we found sickness to prevail everywhere, the disease
being apparently consumption. No inducement that we could offer would bring the
Indians together, their dislike of one another amounting almost to hostility; each
village Msnring us that the uext was very bad, and dissuading us from going on.
Indeed, our own crew could har~ly be forced to land at some places.

We descended fiS far a..c; the tide-lands, a couple of miles from the mouth, where we
had a fine view of the nearer, or " False Cape Mendocino," with its terraced sides.
The banks of the river, to this point, were generally covered with thickets, occasion
ally interspersed with small prairies, bearing an enormous growth of fern. We
attempted in one place to travel on shore; but after running out an old trail, lost
ourselves in the rank weeds, and were gla.d to get back to our boat. Our Indians
proved worthless boatmen, and the canoe leaking badly, we returned without going to
the entrance. The river empties into the ocean through a sort of lagoon, made by
the union of a number of large sloughs, or tide creeks, which intersect the low lands.
A communication by one of these exists to within a mile of Humboldt bay, and with
but little labor could be readily established throughout. The depth of water on the bar
is sufficient to admit, the sm'aller class of vessels. In fact, a schooner, called the
« Jacob Ryerson," entered it in the spring of 1850, and proceeded up some miles; but
the narrowness of the entrance, and the fact that the sea, except in very calm weather,
breaks across it, will prevent its becoming available to any extent. The natural
outlet for the produce of the country is, and will continue to be, the bay.

About nine o'clock in the evening, we reached the village from which we took the
canoe, and stopped for the night, making our BUPpers of smoked eels, a cup of coffee,

PT. llI.-17
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Sunday, &pt. 14th.- As it had become evident that nothing could be effected with
the Indians at present, for want of interpreters, it was concluded to break up camp'

30 the next day, and proceed on. With a view to the prevention of difficulty hereafter
in the selection of a reserve, Colonel M'Kee decided upon setting apart provisionally,
a tract sufficient for the tribes inhabiting Eel river, Humboldt bay, and generally the
central portion of his district.-The reservation could at this time be made without
embracing any land occupied by whites, and yet to include all the requisites for
subsisting the Indians themselves. The tract was selected after obtaining the best
information practicable, and comprised the country between Eel river an~ the
Mendocino range, extending from the coast up to a point opposite to our camp.
This it was believed would furnish sufficient agricultural land, together with the
fisheries upon which they chiefly depend. An arrangement was also entered into,
with a Mr. Charles A. Robinson, one of the settlers, on Eel river, to plant with
potatoes a few acres of ground for the benefit of such Indians as could be induced
to labor upon it.

and. of course a pipe of tobacco. These Indians, by the way, do not smoke; a glaring
evidence of ignorance and debasement, to remedy which, it is to be hoped the earliest
efforts of their future guardians will be directed! The eels proved excessively fat and
oily, and seem to be a more favorite article of food, with them at lea.st, than the
salmon. The river bed near their villa.ges, was everywhere filled with stakes, to
which the eel-pots are attached; and the lodges farther down had, in some places,
erected strong weirs of well-driven posts, to sustain nets. The band with whom
we were encamped appeared to be among the laziest of the race, and even
they had an abimdant supply. 'Ve had brought with us our blankets, as a usual
precaution, and now spread them on the sand, not far from the huts. A nearly full
moon shone down upon us, a good fire blazed at our feet, and we sat till a late honr,
drying our boots, and listening to the wailings of a new-born savage, or watehing with
humane interest the semi-occaRional fights of a swarm of dogs belonging to the village.
Two imps; of about ten and fourteen years of age, persisted in giving us their company,
entertaining us with information which might have proved valuable had we understood
it, and finally amusing themselves by gambling for the shirts we had given them, their
only garments. The largest, of course, won, but was magnanimous enough to permit
the loser to wear his lost property for the night; and both tucking up the skirts, that
the genial warmth of the fire might reach them without interruption, stretched
themselves on the damp sand, and slept like innocence itself. The next morning, as
it was Sunday, we directed a general washing of faces throughout the Village; a
ceremony evidently of rare occurrence, and ,vhich happily settled a question before
agitated in our camp. The representative of the Van Dusen's Fork Indians, who was
present, was not darker, but only dirtier than the rest
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~J,[ona(1!J, &pt. 15th.- To-doy the camp was broken up, and we moved down to
"Humboldt City." The rond, for the greater part of the distance, ran over hills
covered with low brush. Jt is passahle for wagons from the settlement near Van
Dusen's fork, to an embarcndero on n slough putting up from the bay, whence produce
is taken by wnter. The town, if it may be cnlled so, is situated upon a little plateau
of about forty acres, nearly opposite the entrance, and under a bluff, rising from the
midst of a tract of low ground. It contains only about a dozen houses, .and was at
this time nearly deserted; Uniontown, at the head of the bay, having proved a more
successful rival in the packing trade. Vessels of considerable size can lie close to the
shore here; but the place is not destined to any importance, at least until the
settlement and cultivation of the adjoining country shall make it a point of export
for provisions.

Humboldt Bay (Plate 43) is probably a lagoon lying within a sand bench, and undis
tinguished by any prominent land-roark; for which reason it probably 130 long escaped
observation from sea. Its extreme length is ahout eighteen miles; its width opposite
the town not more than one, but greater near the upper end, nveraging probably four or
five. Somewhat singularly, no stream of any size enters it; the largest being Elk river,
called KlVsha-reh by the Indians, a creek emptying a mile or two above Humboldt.
The bay was discovered, so far ns we have any knowledge of its existence, in the fall of
1849, by a party under Dr. Josiah Gregg, well known aR the author of n work entitled
"The Commerce of the Prairies." This party had start.ed from the Sacramento valley
with a view of exploring Trinity valley, nnder the snpposition that it emptied into
Trinidad bay. Perceiving, however, that it finally turned to the northward, they left
it, and crossed the country to that point, and subsequently came down upon this bay,
which at first they supposed to be 1\ lake. The party here divided-, Dr. Gregg, with
Ur. Charles Southard and some others, following down the C08.'3t to about lat. 39° 36',
and thence striking over the mountains to Clear Lake, beyond which Dr. Gregg died,

•
in the nttempt to reach Napa valley. _Others of the party, among whom was our
guide, Mr. Thomas Sebring, nnd David A. Buck, took t.he route up Eel river, reaching
Sonoma in February. Both parties experienced great suffering in their winter journey
through the mountains. It is greatly to be regretted that Dr. Gregg's notes, which
nre said to have been very 1?inute, and nccompanied with observations of latitude
nnd longitude, have never been published. In the spring of 1850, Mr. Sebring
l'et'urned to the bay, guiding two partieR; and the nttempt to bring the wagon train
n.crOSB, the failure of which has been men tiOIlCd, WlLS made by another. - A. vessel
caUed the '~Eclipse," started from San Francisco, charterc.d by some of the new
settlers. Before her arrival, however, or that of the expeditions by land, information
of the existence of the harbor- was received at Trinidad, through a parly of sailors
who had been landed at the mouth of Eel river, and found their way thence up the
Coast; and the "Lama Virginia," Captain Ottinger, came down, entering firat, and but 31
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T'UeJJday, &pt. 16tlt. - We started up the edge of the bay, over salt marshes,
crossing Elk river near its mouth. This stream is only fordable at low water, and
even then we found it over girth deep to our horsee. Its width is about twenty-five.
yards. A mile beyond we reached Bucksport, a settlement of half a dozen houses,
with a fine prairie behind it; and finding that we could reach no other camp that day,
halted, making but a little over three miles.

8. little. a.fter Ca.ptains Dennison a.nd Tichenor had entered Eel river in the·Ryersen.
S~ch 8eems to have bOOn the history of the discovery of this bay and the adjoining
country. It may be added that Van Dusen's fork, so named ~ter one of Dr. Gregg's
party, was explored to a considerable height by Captain Tichenor while the vessel lay
in the river. Whether the existence of the bay WILS previously known to the
Hudson's Bay Company, is doubtful. They certainly trapped in the mountains between
it and the Sacramento range, and there seems to be some evidence of the previoU8

32 visit of whites, but no record of it has been ;preserved.
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Wednesday, Sept. 17tlt. - One trail ran for nine or ten miles, in some places through
fern prairie, but chiefly in heavy forest of fir and redwood. Beyond this we came
upon the salt marshes which border much of the bay on the landward. side, rendering
travel by land at all times difficult, and which in summer add to the annoyance
of miry ground, that of myriads of mosquitoes. The distance from Bucksport to
Union is about eighteen miles; there is another intermediate place named Eureka,
which we did not visit, our trail running too far inland. Union is at the head of the
bay, but at some distance from the water, and goods are brought in boats to an
embarcadero, within half a mile of it. It is built upon a nearly level plateau under a.
low table-land, and contains about one hundred houses. Its population, which at one
time was over five hundred, had fallen off; few persons remaining, e"cept a company
of State volunteers, r~ently called out. Hs importance was derived from its trade
with the Klamath and Trinity mines; and we learned that until recently, an average
of an hundred mules a week had been packed, taking some four or five thousand
dollars worth of goods. The miners, having lately moved higher up, into the neigh
borhood of the Sacramento and Oregon trails, the business had fallen off. Trinidad,
upon the COlLSt, eighteen miles distant, has been the principal rival of Union in this
trade, and was suffering under the same depression. It contains about the same
number of houses, and probably about the like population. .

What available land there is upon Humboldt bay is of a similar character to that
on Eel rive.r. Too much of it is, however, covered with forest; the cost of clearing
which would be much greater than its value afterwards. Near Union, and upon Mad
river, a few miles distant, there is some farming countr;r, but as yet very little under
cultiva.tion.
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We encamped upon the table-land behind ,the town, and found the grass much
eaten and trampled; our animals suffered further from the swarms of mosquitos. The
goods destined for the Klamnth Indinns had been sent to Trinidad; and as it was
concluded to tnke the trail leading from here direct to the Klamath, 'without passing
through that place, they were brought down in packs. A few of the Mad River
Indians came in and received presents, but nothing was effected with them. I
obtained a partial vocabulary of their language, which resembles substantially that
used round the bay, and at Eel river. Beyond Mad river a different one prevails.
The Bay Indians call themselves, as we were informed, Wish-osk; and those of the
bills, Te-ok-a-wilk; but the tribes to the northward denominate both those of the Bay
and Eel river, We-yot, or Walla-walloo. The Indians of Trinidad are called by them
Chari, and those of Gold Bluff, between Trinidad and the Klamath, Osse-gon. Of 33

these two last we saw nothing.

wednesday, Sept. 24tA. - Major Wessells, with the command, had moved the day
before to a camp on the Bald Hills, beyond Mad river; and to-day the agent followed
with his party, starting about noon. Wc took, as a guide for our future route,
Mr. Benjamin Kelsey, an old resident of California, and one of the most experienced
mountaineers in the State, who had trapped, in former years, through the country we
were nbout to enter on.

The trail, a short distll.nce from town, turned into the redwoods. It had been cut out
by the inhabitants for the convenience of packing, and at this season was pretty good;
but during the rains, th~ soil in these forest8 becomes a deep and greasy mud, very
difficult to pass over. About five miles out, we reached the crossing of Mad river.
This stream, as hM been mentioned, heads with the south fork of the Trinity, Van

.Dusen's Fork of Eel river, and Cottonwood creek, a tributary of the Sacramento. Its
length is about one hundred miles, the general course being from east to west. It
enters the sea six miles above Union, but it possibly once ran into the bay itself; for
a dry channel remains, which, with but little cutting, would connect it with one of the
sloughs near the town. Some fifteen or twenty miles from the coast, the redwood
timber disnppears, and oak-covered hills extend back to the foot of the mountains,
affording good pasturage, and some farming laud. The immediate bottom of the
river is narrow, and covered with alder and balm of Gilead. At this time it was about
thirty or forty feet across, and· knee-deep to our horses; but in winter it swells to sixty
or seventy yards in width. The Humboldt trail to the Trinity crosses it some fifteen
miles farther up.

Leaving the river, we ascended a long spur of mountain to the top of the dividing
ridge between it and Redw~ creek, through alternate fo~st and prairie land. The !.-/

character of the mountains, from this to the Klamath, differs widely from. those we
have before passed over. Their summits are broader, and the declivities less steep and

188THE INDIAN COUNTRY.



[36 ]

Friday, Sept. 26th.-The first business of the morning was of course to descend the.'
mountain which we had climbed the day before. About five miles from camp, we L

reached and StQ!s.~9::Redw.QOd_creek, a fine mountain stream, running aver a stony bed,
and now easily fordable, but which, in t.he wet season, is both deep and rapid. As
we approached, we saw the signal-fires of the Indinns, who had themselves decamped.

Tuesday, Sept. 25tlt.-Our route to-day led down to a small branch of Mad river, arid
thence up another still higher mountain than the last, where we encamped upon
another prairie. It had been our intention to go on to Redwood creek, but a train of j. •.•

packers returning, informed us that the only accessible c;;p;-ti~~~'h~d been burnt
over. Owing to the circuitous course of the trail, we made but about four miles on
our direction, with some seven or eight of travel. From this summit there is even a
more magnificent prosp?ct than frolD our last camp; but unfortunately a dense fog had
settled over the ocean and bay. Even this, however, afforded a superb spectacle; for
it penetrated up between the different points of highland, lying only upon the bottoms,
and from our elevated position, appeared itself a sea, whose long series of waves were
as distinctly marked as in that it concealed and imitated. Our guide pointed out the
position of the settlements on the coast, and the mouths of the streams, distinguish
able by a break in the vapor.
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broken. Prairies of rich grass lie .on ~heir southern slopes, and· especially on their
tops, from whence their name of Bald Hills is derived. This grass was' now yellow
with· ripeness, and the wind, sweeping over its long slender s.tems, gave it a beautiful
appearance. The Indians use the stalks in their finer bMket-work; and, when split,
in the braids with which they tie up their hair, and other ornamental fabrics. The
timber here becomes much more open, and fir,' white and yellow, predominates over
the redwood. This last is now chiefly confined to the immediate neighborhood of the
coast. Springs ·of good water occur near almost all these prairies, and camps are there
fore selected on their skirts. Late in the season, however, the grass is often burned, and
dependence cannot always be placed upon the usual grounds. In winter, snow lies on
them for several we~ks, and to a consiJel'l1ble depth. Elk are very abundant in these
mountains, and the ground was marked everywhere with their footprints.

We found the command encamped upon the summit of the mountain, at a point
overlooking the whole of Humboldt bay and the ocean beyond. The men had here
~urprised a party of Indians, who fled at sight, leaving their squaws and baskets to

34 follow as best they could. These Bald Hill Indians, as they are called, have a very
bad reputation among the p;ckers, and several lives, as well as much property, have
been lost through their me~ns. They appear to lead a more roving life than those of
the Klamath and Trinity rivers; with the latter of whom they seem, however, to be
connected.



THE INDIAN COUNTRY. 185

On the northern bank lay the small prairie we had intended to have reached last
night. The trail now ran down the river for two or three miles, over very broken and
rocky ground, and then again ascended the hills. We halted as before upon a
mountain prairie, at It place known as (( Indian camp ;" making a distance of about
twelve miles of travel, and with our last camp still in sight. From here the view
opened, to the north, of the ranges dividing the Trinity from the Klamath, and the
latter from the coast and Rogue's river; while to the south, the Bear Butte on Eel
river, which we had passed on the 5th,was visible. It was too late in the afternoon
to permit the ascent of "Kelsey's Point oC View," a high craggy hill rising about a
mile to the left of the trail, which would have given us a better view of this whole
mountain region than any other we could have found.

Satll1'day, Sept. 27th. - Our march to-day was both as hilly and circuitolls as before;
the trli.il, after a long detour, descending to Pine creek, the first of the waters of the ..
Klamath which we reached. The Trinidad trail, it should be mentioned, united wit.h
that from Union, about three miles from our last camp. Beyond Pine creek, which
is a turbulent brook, with a very bad crossing, tllC route led over a ridge to a small
branch in a deep ravine, and thence ascended another mountain beyond, on the
Bummit of which we stopped. The place was known as "Bloody camp," from the
murder of two whites, committed some time previous by the Indians of the hills. We
passed to-day two other well-known halting places,-" French camp," between the
junction of the trails find Pine creek, and" Burnt ranch," BO called from an Indian
village having been destroyed there, between Pine creek a.nd the mvine. Our march
was about twelve miles, and we had the satisfaction of finding that we were only two
miles and a half from our next destination, the forks of the Klamath and Trinity.
'Vater and grass were abundant, und it was accordingly determined to leave the
animals here under a guard, while the tall(, was being held at the ferry. The next day
we remained stationary, preparations in the mean time being made for assembling the

Indians and for the accommodation of the party below.

lIfolUlay, Sept. 20tll. - Col. M'Kee moved this morning to the ferry at the junction
of the two rivers, Major Wessells remaining for ti day or two longer at Bloody camp.
The road was a. continuous descent through woods, nnd our new cmnp was selected
near the ferry, on the south bnnle, in a fine grove of bay trees. We were somewhat
amused at finding a notice posted on the trail, ndvis~ng whom it might concern, that
Mr. Durkee, who kept the ferry, wns nt peace with his neighbors, and requesting t.hat
they therefore should not be killed without just provocation; a piece of intelligence to
which our red guides carefully called our attention.

The Klamath river is here,during its lower stages, about fifty yards in width,
and very swift. Its course in fact is obstructed a.t ahort distances by rapids throughout
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its whole length, till within ten miles of, the sea, the descent from the source to the
ocean being very considerable. There are, however, no falls of any height; the largest,
which is a few miles below the forks, being little more than a rapid. Much error has
existed in maps relating to this river; its mouth having by many, (among others,
Captain Wilkes and Col. Fremont,) been placed in Oregon, about ~2° 35' N. L., and it
was for a long time supposed that Rogue's river, which actually empties about that
latitude, was a branch of the Klamath. The distinctness of the two streams has since
been ascertained, but the source of the mistn.ke is nowhere noticed. The manuscript
map of Oregon and California, by J edediah S. Smith, which was, till lately, the best
source of information as to this part of the country, although in general singularly
accurate, considering the extent of the region traversed and laid down by him, gave
rise to it. Smith in 1828 ascended the Sacramento valley, and crossing the mountains,
tltruck on what apparently was the ... south fork of the Trinity. This he followed
clown to its junction with the Klamath, and to the mouth of the latter; thence
pursuing his route up the coast to Rogue's river, and the Umpqua, and over into the
Willamette valley. Supposing Rogue's river, or the Too-too-tutllis, to be the one which
headed in Klamath lake, he so represented it 011 his map; and to the Klamath he gave
the name of Smith's river, by which it is yet called upon all the English sea.-charts.
Smith was a fur-trader, and one of the most adventurous of that class; and was, as is
believed, for some time at least, a partner of General Ashley of Missouri. His travels,
from about the year 1821 to 1830, as traced upon his map, cover not only the heads
of the Missouri, the Yellowstone, the two forks of the Columbia river, and the Colo
rado, but encircle the whole of the great basin of California, (which he moreover
claims to have crossed in 1826 from San Francisco to the Great Salt Lake,) and on the
Pacific extend from the Pueblo de los Angelos to Fort Vancouver. He was finally
killed by the Camanches, and not, as is often supposed, on the river of his name. He
however lost a party of fifteen men upon the Umpqua, on his route up from the
Klamath, escaping himself with BOrne difficulty. His furs and goods were recovered
for him by Dr. M'Laughlin of the Hudson's Bay Company, who sent out a party for
the purpose. Smith's map, it is believed, was recently purchased in Oregon by the
Joint Commission of Army and Navy Officers, and is probably now in Washington.

The real course of the Klamath, after leaving the lesser lake of that name, is a
little south of westerly, to about forty miles from the coast, where it turns nearly
to the south of the forks, there again bending north-west to its mouth, which, as
fixed by the United States Coast Survey, is in about latitude 410 35', some fifteen miles
below Point Saint George, and thirty-five from the junction of the· Trinity. The
whole of it, after leaving the lake, is therefore in California. The co~ntry traversed
hy the Klamath from near its head waters, is a succession of mountains coming down
to its banks, leaving but little, even oCcasional bottom land, and affording no
inducement to others than miners. During the winter the snow falls to a great depth,

,
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rendering travel difficult if not impracticable, and its tributaries Rre swollen to tor
rents. No settlement can be maintained at its mouth, as the shifting sands are liable
during any severe stonn, to close it almost entirely. An instance happened during the
past winter, when a bar preventing any access, formed across it; although at the
time of the Ewing's visit during the preceding summer, there was fifteen feet of water
at the entrance.

The Trinity, so called by its more recent explorers, from the idea that it emptied
into Trinidad bay, rises in the neighborhood of the Sacramento, and pursues a south
westerly course for a considerable distance, turning afterwards west and then north
west to its junction with the Klamath. It receiyes a number of branches, the largest
of which come from the north, with one exception, the South Fork. This heads in
the Sacramento range, its sources being near those of Bott~mwoodcreek, and it joins
the main river about thirty miles above the entrance of that into the Klamath.
Like the Klamath, the Trinidad runs during its whole length through mountains; only
two small valleys occurring on its banks, of which the principal is between the south
fork and its mouth. It is in size about half that of the Klamath, and its waters,
likewise rapid, are of transcendent purity; contrasting with those of the latter stream
which never lose the taint of their origin. The other principal branches of the
Klamath, Salmon, Scott's, and Shaste rivers, will be spoken of hereafter.

The name of "Smith's river," which, as a matter of tradition, has been bandied
from pillar to post, shifting from Eel to Rogue's river, has recently vibrated between a
stream running into Pelican bay, and another, called by some Illinois river, and
supposed to be the south fork of Rogue's river. Of the former, called by the Klamath
Indians the Eenu.g'h-paha, or river of the Eena.gh's, we received, at different times,
information from those who had visited it. A small bay, or rather lagoon, lies within
the beach at its mouth; and the river, where it falls into it, is some sixty yards wide.
From fifteen to twenty miles from the coast, the principal forks occur; the northern
taking its rise in the Rogue's river divide, and the southern, or more properly eastern,
in that of the Klamath. Various other branches join it, draining quite an extensive
tract. Near its mouth is said to lie a belt of good agricultural land, some fifteen miles
in width, similar to that on Humboldt bn.y; and we were further informed, that
immense quantities of iron ore are to be found on its branches; a fact which would
account for the magnetic snnd thrown up with the gold at Gold Bluff and other points
on the coast, which could not have come from the Klamath.

Although the value of the country upon the Klamath and the Trinity, as an agri
cultural region, is too small ever to have attracted a population, it, notwithstanding,
possesses great importance in its mines. The district through which gold is found,
extends from the Shaste river, on the former, and the head-waters 0'£ the latter, to the
forks.' Below there, although it exists, the particles are fine, and the amount insuffi
cient to pay for collecting. With perhaps one or two exceptions, the diggings nave
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not been as enormously rich as at poil1t8 on the tributaries of the Sacramento, but
they cover. a very extensive region, JUford a. fair renumeration to labor, and will,
apparently, be of considerable duration. The details of the subject will be hereafter
given, in speaking of various points. At present it is sufficient to say, that the metal
appears to be distributed, in greater or less quantities, throughout all these mountains;
as it is found in most of the small streams, fiS well as the main rivers. The quantity
iH, however, greatest high up; and the apparent source of the most abundant supply
is the group of g~anitic peaks at the head of Scott's, Salmon, and the Trinity.
Approaching the coast, the amount diminishes or disappears. 'Vith regard to the
origin of the gold at what is called" Gold Dlujf," a high cliff of indurated sand and
clay, upon the coast between Trinidad and the mouth of the Klamat~, as well as at
some other points on the Pacific, the accounts .given of it all point to the Klamath.
'fhe metal, which is in very fine particles, is found on the beach only after north
westerly storms; and it is said that different objects, among them a human body,
known to have been lost in the river, ha.ve at various times been drifted ashore,
indicating the general set of the current. The extreme comminution of the dust is
conclusive as·to the distance from which it comes; and the presence of iron sand is
accounted for, by its existence, il~ ore, upon the small river in Pelican bay.

The name of Klamath or Timnath, belonging to the tribes on the lake where the
river rises, is not known among those farther down; nor could I learn that any other
name for the stream exists among them than that derived from relative position.
Thus, at the forks, the Weits-peks call the river below Poh-lik, signifying down; and
that above, Peh-tsik, or up; giving, moreover, the same name to the population, in
speaking of them collectively. Three distinct tribes, speaking different languages,
occupy its banks between the sea and the mouth of the Shaste, of which the lowest
extends up to muff creek, a few miles above the forks. Of these there are, according
to our information, in 0.11, thirty-two villages. It was the opinion of some, who were
acquainted with the river, th8,t each village would average nine houses, of ten souls to
the house; but this estimate, which would give a population of nearly three thousund,
and a village to about every mile and a half on the river, seems clearly too large. It
is probable that some are but summer residences; and a very liberal conjecture of the

12 number of the inhabitants, would be fifteen hundred. The names of the principal
villages may be useful in determining analogies. They are the Weit.s-pek (at the
forks), 'Vah-sherr, Kai-petl, Morai-uh, Noht-scho, Meh-teh, Schre-gon, Yau-terrh, Pee
quan, Kallweh,Wauh-tecq, Sche-perrh, Oiyotl, Nai-a-gutl, Schaitl, Hopaiuh, Rek-qua,

36 and Weht'l-qua; the two last at the mouth of the river. The 'Veits-pek village, on
the north bank at this point, as well as the two ;;ner ones, situated respectively

11 between the forks, and opposite on the south side, were burnt during the last spring,
in consequence of BOrne murders committed in the neighborhood; and, at the time of
our visit, had not been rebuilt, the people living in temporary huts. The first contained
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about thirty houses, and was one of the most important of all. The same was the

case with the Kai-petl, or, as it was called by the whites, Capel village, ten miles

below. There wn.a formerly a ferry there also, at which the trail then generally used

from Trinidad, crossed; but the jealousy of the Indians being in some manner aroused,

they attacked the house, killing four persons, and. their town was therefore destroyed,

and several of them shot.

Upon the Trinity, or Hoopah, below the entrance of the south fork or O-tah-wei

a-ket, there are said. to be eleven ranches, the Oke-noke, Agaraits, Up-Ie-goh, Ollep

pauh'l-kah-teht'l and Pepht-soh, all lying in the little valley referred to; and the

Has-lintah, A-hel-tah, So-kea-keit, Tash-hunn-ta, and. Wit.<J-puk, above it. A twelfth,

the :Mo-yemma, now burnt, was situated just above "New," or "Arkansas river."

The totnl number of inhabitants belonging to these, is probably six hundred. They

differ in no respect, except in language, from the lower Klamaths. Of the Indians

above the forks on the main Trinity, or those on the south fork, we obtained no

distinct information, except that they speak distinct languages and are both

excessively hostile to the whites. The latter are described as large and powerful
meu, of a swarthier complexion, fierce and intmctable, and are considered by the

mountaineers as of .another race, agreeing more ''lith the wild tribes inhabiting the

.western base of the Sacramento range, and in the neighborhood of a large lake
reported to lie there. The lower Trinity tribe is, as well as the river itself, known

to the Klamaths by the lHtll1e of Hoopah; of which, however,' I could not learn thn

signification. A vocabulary of their language is appended; but it cannot be considered

as altogether perfect, being obtained through the means of the Klamath interpreter.
Of the Indians of Redwood creek, called by the whites Bald Hill Indians, little WitS

learned, and none of them could be induced to come in. They are termed Oruk by

the Coast Indians, and Tcho-lo-lah by the Weits-peks. The general opinion is, that

they nre more nearly allied to the Trinity than to the Klamath tribes. The names
of some of their hands, itS given me by an Indian, were, commencing at the coast.,

the Cherr'h-quuh, Ot-teh-petl, Olt-nah, Oh-p-ah, and Roque-choh.

Still less is known of the Indians to the north oT the Klamath; but we were
informed that the first tribe on the coast were a wn.rlike band called Tol-c-wahs,
of whom the Klamaths stand in some awe. Above them on Smith's river nre the

Eenahs or Eenaghs, n.nd on the head waters of that stream the Sians or Siahs. .All
these are said to speak different languages, or more probably dialect.':!. Of the first

I obt.ained a few w'ords fr0111 au old Klamath, but they are hardly to be relied on.

With regard to their form of government, at least t.hat of the Klamath and Trinity

tribes, the mow-ce-Illa, or head of each family, is master of his own house, and there

is a sci-as-Iau, or chief, in every village. There are also head chief~ to the different

tribes; but whether their power has definite limit.e:l, is confined to- peace or war,
or extends to both, seems very doubtful. It certainly is insufficient to control the

38

f
I.

39

"
l

189THE IN D I A N ·00 UN TRY.



[ 42]

relations of the several villages, or keep down the turbulence of individuals. The
courage and energy of a warrior, as we saw, often gives greater influence than the
rank of a head. chief.

The lodges of these Indians are generally very well built; bei.ng made of boards
riven from the redwood or fir, and of considerable size, often reaching twenty feet
square. Their roofs are pitched over a ridge-pole, and sloping each way; the ground
being usually excavated to the depth of three or four feet, and a pavement of smooth
stones laid in front. The cellars of the better class are also floored and 'walled with
stone. The door always consists of a round hole in a heavy plank, just sufficient to
admit the body; and is formed with a view to exclude the bears, who in winter make
occasional and very unwelcome~ The graves, which are in the immediate
neighborhood of the houses, exhibit very considerable taste, and a laudable care. The
dead are inclosed in rude coffins, formed by placing four boards around the body, and
covered with earth to some depth j a heavy plunk, often supported by upright head
and foot stones, is laid upon the top j or stones are built up into a wall, about a foot
above the ground, and the top flagged with others. The graves of the chiefs are
surrounded by neat wooden palings j each pale ornamented with a feather from the
tail of the bald eagle. Baskets are usually staked down by the side, according to the
wealth or popularity of the individual j and sometimes other articles, for ornament or
use, are suspended over them.

The funeral ceremonies occupy three days, during which t.he soul of the deceased is
in danger from O-mah-a, or the devil. To preserve it from this peril, a fire is kept up
at the grave, and the friends of the deceased howl round it, to scare away the demon.
Should they not be successful in this, the soul is carried down the river; subject,
however, to redemption by Peh-ho-wan on payment of a big knife. After the
expiration of the three duys it is aU well with them. Such, at least, is their belief, as
related to us by residents, so far as could be gathered from the Indians themselves. A
qualification must probably be made on the score of incorrect translation and
misunderstanding. In person these people are far superior to any that we met below;
the men being larger, more muscular; and with countenances denoting greater force
and energy of oharacter, as well lL? intelligence. Indeed, they approach rather to the
races of the plains~ than to the wretched" diggers" of the greater part of Californiu.
Two young men in particular, a young chief and his brother, from a neighboring
village on the Trinity, were wIler than the majority of whites, superbly formed, and
very noble in feature. The superiority, however, was especially manifest~d in the

. women, mnny of whom were exceedingly pretty; having large almond-shaped eyes,
sometimes of a hazel color, and with the rcd showing through the cheeks. Their
figures were full, ~heir chests ample j and the younger ones had well-shaped busts, llnd
rounded limbs; graces all profusely displuyed, as their only dress was the fringed
petticoat, or at most, a deer-skin robe thrown back over the shoulders, in addition.
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The petticoat with the wealthier, or perhaps more industrious, was an affair on which
great taste and labor were expended. It was of dressed deer-skin; the upper edge
turned over and embroidered with colored grasses, the lower cut into a deep fringe,
reachillgnearly to the kllee,and ornamented with bits of sellrshell, beads, and buttons.
Sometimes an apron, likewise of heavy fringe, made of braided grass, the ends
finished off with the nuts of the pine, hung down in front, and rattled as they walked. 45
These dames, though bearing a high, and apparently well deserved reputation for
morals, were exceedingly social; coming up in bands to our camp, to beg for beads
and trinkets, and playing 'off a thousand airs of wild coquetry. Indeed, for powers of
wheedling and coaxing they are unsurpassed; and when a rustic beauty established
herself beside one, her plump arms resting on his knees, and her large eyes rolled up
to his, the stock in trade of the victim was pretty snre to suffer. They made
themselves perfectly at home; bringing their basket-work, and sitting round the tents,
or romping under the bay trees; their 'jolly laughter ringing through the woods, and
their squeals echoing far and wide, as some mischievous young savage pinched a
tempting spot, or hugged them in his tawny arms. The manner of these Indians
towards one another was generally caressing, the young men lolling about in pairs,
and the girls sitting with their arms round each other. In justice and truth, however,
it must be added that this Californian Arcadia was not all sunshine, even during the
halcyon days of treaty-making, and that various habits and ~ustomB indulged in, were
the reverse of inviting.

The dress of the men consists, generally, of a pair of deer-skins with the hair on,
stitched together. Sometimes, however, a noted hunter wears a couple of cougar
skins, the long tails trailing behind him; and others again, on state occasions, display
a breech-clout of several small skins, sewed into a belt or waistband. Their moccasins
are peculiar, having soles of several thicknesses of leather. They are not as skilful
in t.he preparation of dressed skins as the Oregon Indians, and the use of those dressed
on both sides is mostly confined to the women. Their bows are short, and strongly
backed with sinews, which are put on by means of a glue extracted from fish, and
they are-often neatly painted. The arrows are well made, the points of stone or iron
being secured to a movable piece fitting into the shaft. Among the skins used for
quivers, I noticed the otter, wild-cat, fisher, fawn, grey fox, and others. The skins of
a species of raccoon, of the skunk, and a small animal called the cat fox, were also
employed for different purposes. In dressing their hair, which the men wear clubbed
behind, considerable taste is sometimes shown; wreaths of oak or bay leaves, or the
broad tails of the grey squirrel, being twisted round the head. Their pipes were made
of wood, generally eight or ten inches long, and tapering from a broad muzzle to the
mouth-piece. They are held erect when smoking, and the same species of wild tobacco
is used that was noticed at Clear Lake. Both sexes pierce the nose, and wear some
kind of ornament in it; the favorite one being the shell kn~wn as the "haiqua," 46
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among the fur traders. This, under the name of the" ali-qua chick," or Indian money,
is more highly valued among them' than any other article. Their canoes are fashioned
like those of the bay and of Eel rivet, blunt at both en<;ls, with a small projection in
the stern, for a seat; and they manage them with wonderful dexterity, by means of a
sort of half pole, half paddle. The women. are adepts in basket-making of various
kinds, as well as the making of thread and twine from a species of grass. They also
manufacture a very pretty kind of narrow ribbon, by interweaving grass and thread.
In this, as well as in their basket-work, they use several colored dyes, apparentlJ' of
vegetable origin. The same round basket-cap noticed before, is worn by the Klamath
women, figures of different colors and patterns being worked into it. They tattoo the
underlip and chin in the manner remarked at Eel river; the young girls in f.'l.int lines,
which are deepened and widened as they become older, and in the married women are
extended up above the corners of the mouth. It is somewhat singular, that the
Mohahoes and others, on the lower waters of the Colorado, tattoo in the same fashion.
The children are carried in baskets suspended from the head, nfter the manner shown
in the sketch. Their persons are unusually clean, as they use both the sweat-house
and cold-bath constantly.

The different bands, even of the same tribes, if not at actual war, are exceedingly
jealous of each other i and it was with great difficulty that they could be prevailed
upon to convene from any distance, or kept together when brought in. They have a
reputation for treachery, as well as revengefulness; nre thievish, and much disposed to
Bulk if their whims are not in every way indulged. Whether this character is stronger

48 with them t~an with any other tribe, is, however, doubtful. Deception is always one
of the shields of the weak or ignorant; and as to dishonesty, it must be remembered
that the articles in commonest use among the whites, and often improperly exposed,
are the very ones which have the greatest value in the eyes of the savage. An axe,
a blanket, a large knife, or tin pan, are of almost incalculable value to him; and it is
not, therefore, to be wondered at, that the temptation to steal is seldom l'esistpd, or
that the ingenuity displayed in doing so is very great. 'Vhat capacity they may
hereafter show for civilization, can hardly be foreseen; but there appears to· be no
greater obstacle than existed in Rome of the Oregon Indians, who are now partially
domesticated, and who, m)der steadier and better directed auspices, would have been
much more 80. The objects of the Hudson's Bay Company, the best of their earliest
instructors, tended rather to make those people useful servants in their own peculiar
occupation, than cultivators of the soil; while the missions failed almost entirely.
The Indians of the Klamath and its vicinity afford a field for a new experiment. Their
country furnishes food of different kinds, and in quantit.y sufficient to supply their
absolute wants. Game, fish, and acorns are abundant. Improvide~t, however, as are
all savages, they have their seasons of scarcity; and the climate of their country
renders clothing and shelter requisite. It is through their wants that the desire of
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civilization can most readily be excited. Articles of dress and of food, at first mere
objects of fancy or luxury, speedily become absolute necessaries; and an inducement
to labor for these, especially when the obvious fruits of their industry are directly
applied to their own use, arises as they become accustomed to them.

Dependence upon the whites follows invariably the discontinuance of their own
habits. The bow and arrows are bid aside, and the bbnket takes the place of the deer
skin. The value of their own productions first, and the wages of their labor afterwards,
become essential to procure those articles which they cannot manufacture or supply:
Thus the Indians of the Willamette valley, when urged to remove to another place
where they should be free from molestation by the whites, absolutely refused; saying
that they should starve, that they had lost their old modes of subsistence, and were
obliged to work for a living. Such a result would of course not be that of a day;
but a persistence in the system would undoubtedly bring it about here also. The
education of the savage should first be directed to the improvement of his physical
condition. With the generation which is already grown, at least, conversion to
Christianity, or, as is frequently attempted, the inculcation of the peculiar doctrines
of some particular sect, is impossible. The millions that have been expended upon
this object in past ages, have produced no more lasting impression than the tread
of the moccasin on the sea-shore. These Indians already afford one great point,
by means of which, the influence of civilization can be exerted in their fixed
habitations. If collected as occasion may offer, and its auvantage be shown to
them, upon reservations, where their fisheries can still be carried on, where
tillage of the soil shall be gradually introduced, and where the inducements to
violence or theft will be diminished or checked, they may possibly be made both
prosperous and useful to the country. They have as yet none of the vices which
so generally follow intercourse with the whites. They have never acquired a taste
for spirits, and their iueas of chastity, as well as their remote situation, have hitherto
excluued disease. So fo,r as regards treaties between them and the whites, however,
it may well be doubted whether, even if made in good faith, they' can be kept, unless
in the neighborhood of small military posts, and under the surveillance of military
authority. Broken up into small bands or villages, each having its separate chief,
and with no common controlling head, there is no influence which can be made to
rench all the individuals of uny tribe.

'Ve too often give a general character to savage races, derived from a few, and t.hose
most probably the worst of their nation; forgetting that there may be as great
diversity of disposition among them as among ourselves. Thus the majority
may be well disposed, and yet implicated in crime by the acts of a very few; for
knowing by experience the indiscriminate manner in which punishment is meted out,
they are driven in self-defence to· abet or defend them. But besides -this, a constant
source of provocation is to be feared from such of the whites as, transiently passing"
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through their country, offer them insult and violence, without, perhaps, endangering
themselves; but insuring revenge and retaliation upon others, and probably quite'
innocent persons. A population drawn together, like that of California, necessarily
contains reckless and unprincipled characters, too many of whom regard the life of
an Indian as of no more account than that of a dog; and who, in murdering them
without provocation, give cause for the reprisals which have sacrificed many innocent
lives and brought about expensive wars and barbarous devastation. That a protective
military force should consist of regular troops there can be no question; for although
volunteers may be more effective in revenging outrages committed, they can never
afford security against their occurrence, and sometimes commit greater ones themselves.
The mountainous and broken character of this country does not offer scope for
cavalry in its usual form; but a light-armed force, especially if consisting of rifleI?en,
provided with mules, would be highly effectual. The season for active operations is
the winter, when flight to the mountains is impossible, and where the Indians are all
concentrated in their villages upon the river. Troops moving upon the usual trails,
would, if they did not reach the bands sought for, drive them among other and hostile
tribes, who would soon cut them off. But it is as a preventive rather than an offensive
force, that they would be needed. Possessing no fire-anns, these Indians are too much
in awe of the whites not to remain quiet in the face of a permanent post; while, on
the other hand, a source of trouble arising from needless provocation can thus only be
put an end to. The proper strategic point for such a post on this frontier, is clearly
at, or near, the forks of the Klamath or Trinity, where the principal trails from the
coast to and up these rivers pass, and which commands the country lying below, that
upon both rivers above, and also the Redwood, upon which a numerous and tr~uble

BOrne band are settled. Its supplies could be derived from a depot established
on Humboldt bay, or at Trinidad, and brought up by pack-mules. The ground
immediately at the forks, though well enough adapted for buildings, does not afford
the necessary pasturage for animals; bilt a small valley on the Trinity a few miles
above, and included in the reservation made for the tribes, would give every necessary

49 facility, as well as land for cultivation.
In leaving the subject, one remark seems not out of place. The policy early

adopted by the Hudson'R Bay Company, (who, better than any other body or
individuals, succeeded in the management of the Indians with whom they came in
contact,) was to break down the power and influence of petty chiefs, by placing in the
hands of one man of energetic character, and secured to their interests, the supreme
control of the whole tribe; governing entirely through him, raising him to the rank of
a white man, and giving him the means of supporting the dignity and state of which
the savage is so fond. Such was their course with CoM-COMLY, and with C.ASE-NAU;
and such should be adopted in the treatment of the wild and turbulent nations of the
Klamath and Trinity.

144 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF



[ 47J

TlmTsday, Oct. 9tlt.- The business of the tren.ty being concluded, the camp broklil
up to-day, and the train crossed, our route lying up the opposite bank. Since the
destruction of the lower ferry, all travel on the Klamath has passed at this point,
although further up many prefer the eastern side. The ferry is managed by a scow,
working on a rope suspended over the river. The house is a log building, capable
of standing against a siege, in which arrows alone are used, and covered with a. huge
wnt which gives an additional room in front. The trail followed the streamt

ascending and descending lowt rugged points; but well made, considering the nature
PT. m.-19

Mr. Durkee, who owns the ferry at the forks, and who was to act 0.''3 interpreter,
was absent at our arrival, and did not return for several days. In the mean time, Mr.
Thompson, of Gold Bluff, who had joined the party at Bloody camp, went down the
river to induce the lower bands to come tip; and Mr. Patterson, of Union, undertook
to assemble the Trinity Indians. Both were partially successful; but full deputations,
particularly of the Pohlik·Klamath villages, could not be got together. Some progress
was, however, made in conciliation, and a pretty good feeling finany established. The
Indians persisted in assuming that their burnt villages were to be paid for; and were 50

in great doubt as to the propriety of a final settlement, while they remained one life
in arrears. The chief, with great formality, displayed a bone, marked on one edge
with twenty-six notches, ooing the number of white men admitted to have been killed
upon the Klamath j while the other side of it contained twenty-seven, as the number
of Indians killed by the.whites. The difficulty was finally compromised by giving
sixteen pairs of blankets for the extra Indian, and a squaw and child not enumerated,
and furnishing four dozen axes, wherewith to rebuild their lodges. Their own 51

jealousies, however, were the occasion of the greatest difficulty j and even after the
treaty had been fonnally concluded, a portion of them refused to sign at the ferry,
and had to be waited on at a point some distance down the river. The treaty
embraced the usual stipulations of peace with the citizens of the United States; and
provision to be made for them in a reserve. It unfortunatel); happened that during
our stay the weather was too unfavorable to permit a survey being made of the district
proposed. A description of this, with its natural boundaries, as laid down upon the
map, was, howeYer, obtained from the citizens present. In general terms, it embraced
the country around the forks, extending on the Klamath, from the mouth of Pine
creek, to the foot of Red-Cap's bar, as it is called, a distance of some fifteen miles;
and on the Trinity to John's creek, about as far. It embraced the valley on the latter
riyer, before spoken of, and which is supposed to contain six or seven miles of farming
land. This latter track has always been the country of the Hoo-pahs; and at the time-
of our visit there were no white settlers upon any part of it, except Mr. Durkee, who
kept the ferry, Itud who, possessing the confidence of the Indians, and speaking their
language, will, no doubt, be permitted to remain.
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of the ground, the short space of time that it has been travelled, and the circum
stances that have called it forth. Indeed, .when it is remembered that all these trails,
forming as they do 0, net-work over this whole mountain region, have either been
entirely cut out, or at least rendered passable for animals, within little more than a

J year; and' th~t' by men whose occupations and objects permitted no loss of time, one
rather wonders at their not being worse. The main trails have in general been made
by})artics interested in the various towns from which goods are fonvarded, or by the
packers who carry them to the mines; and the expense of exploring and laying them
out has been considerable. Much improvement could, however, be effected in nIl
of them, both in distance and facility; as they are frequently carried over mountains,
either to avoid rocky points, where 0, little blasting would afford a remedy, or to
obtain places for observation. A couple of miles above the forks, we reached the
Hai-am-mu village, and visiting one of the lodges, found the inhabitants engaged in
cooking and eating. The meal consisted of fish and acorn porridge, made by mixing
the flour in 0, basket, in which the water is kept boiling by menns of hot stones.
Of the acorn flour they likewise make a sort of bread, which they bake in the ashes.
They had. several SPOO~lS, very neatly made of bone or horn. At this village there
was a large fish-dam; a work exhibiting an extraordinary degree both of enterprise
and skill. It crossed the entire river, here about seventy-five yards wide, elbowing up
stream in the deepest part. It was built by first driving stout posts into the bed
of the river, at 0, distance of some two feet apart, having" a moderate slope, and
supported from below, at intervals of ten or twelve feet, by two braces; the one
coming to the surface of the water, the other reaching to the string pieces. These
last were heavy spars, about thirty feet in length, and were secured to each post by
withes. The whole dam was faced with twigs, carefully peeled, and placed. so close
together as to prevent the fi:;h from passing up. The top, at this stage of the water,
was two or three feet above the surface. The labor of constructing this work must,
with the few and insufficient tools of the Indians, have been immense. Slight
scafWlds wer~ built out below it, from which the fish are taken in scoop-nets; they
also employ drag-nets, or spear them, the spear having the barb movable, and fastened
to the shaft with a string, in order to afford the salmon play. Similar dams to this
exist on the Klamath, a few miles below the forks, and about fifteen above this one;

52 and there is another upon the Trinity, thirteen or fourteen miles from it.s mouth.
They form 0, frequent cause of quarrel among the bands inhabiting different parts
of the rivers. &me understanding, however, seems to exist as to opening portions

53 of them at times, to allow the passage of fish for the supply of those~
The Balmon, which form 80 important an article of food to the Indian tribes

l11habiting t.he rivers of the Pacific, are of several apparen,tly distinct species. No
naturalist, that I am aware of, has examined their varieties and habits, and there are
some points in regard to them, about which much dispute exists. Seven kinds are
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Friday, Oct. 10th. -About a mile and a half from camp, we renched Bluff creek,
which is crossed on a bridge, erected by Mr. Durkee, and for which he has a toll
license. The creek is about ten )'n.rds wide, with steep banks, and is not fordable in

. the rainy season. At this point the trail from the lower ferry comes in. The extent
of the travel on the now united routes may be judged from the fact, that since March
last, 6000 mules have crossed at this place. From the narrow ridge separating the
creek and the river, we co~ld look down on both; the latter being far below the level
of the first, which has a rapid descent to the junction. Another mile and a half
brought us to what is called Big Bar, where exca"ations had bee~ made to a cOnsider-

usually said to visit the Columbin; t.wo of which, it is probnble, nre the bull trout and
grey fin of the English waters, and anot.her, perhaps, owes its peculiarities either to
nge or food. The spring salmon, which is by fnr the ibest., is apparently identical with
that of the eastern St.ates and of Europe. Townrds fall, It darker colored kind makes
its appearance, which, like the former, wends its wny np such of the streams as afford
sufficient water, and which is llot the returning and exhausted fish. Later still comes
the hump-backed salmon. This is hardly entable, itR flesh being dry and rank, and
Hs appearance disgusting. The back, as its name indicates, is protuberant, the snout
is depressed over the eyes, nnd the jaws furnished with In.rge hooked teeth. Almost
all the fish taken in the autumn hn.ve a diseased appearance; the skin being discolored
in In.rge blotches. The several species found in the Columbia., seem to inhabit the
Kln.math likewise. Besides the salmon, there is also the salmon trout, a beautiful fish,
and excellent en.ting. Of the brook trout, the only variety I have noticed, differs from
that of the eastern States in having black instead of red spots, and a narrow red line
extending down each side, from the gills to the tail. The fins are also less bright
than in the eastern fish. The salmon rarely, if ever, is taken in fresh water, with tIle
fly or other ba.it; though in salt wnter at the bny, and in the mouths of the rivers,
they will sometimes bite even at salt pork. The Indinlls dry them without salt,
splitting them open, taking out first the backbone, next a thin slice of flesh on ench
side, for the whole length, leavi'ilg the skin covered with another layer. All pnrt~,

eyen the head nnd spine, are preserved alike.
Our march to-day, in consequence of n late start, and the distnnce of any grazing 1--

point above, was only five miles; the course being first north-west, and then changing
to north. We camped opposite the high point which forms a land-mark from the Bnld
Hills, and which gives the nn.me of Bluff creek to a stream entering from the north
west, called by the Indin.ns Otche-poh. Upon the other side of the river was nn Indian
villn.ge, the Sehe-perrh; t.he first belonging to the tribe occupying the middle section of
the river, and of which the Quoratem or Salmon river Indians may be considered a.'i

the type. The grass at this camp wns scanty, except at a considerable height on the
mountain behind us.
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able extent by the miners, but which were now abandoned. These. bars, as they are .
called, are Bata formed at the bends of the river, of boulders and sand; and it is upon
them that most of the washings are carried on. The richest deposita are usually found
on the bed-rock beneath the debris, or in crevices· in the strata of slate, which here lies
in place. In fine sand it cannot be obtained by mere washing, but is usually extracted
by mcans of quicksilver. As a gcneral tiling, howcvcr, the gold of the Klamath is
coari:ic. The more elevated spots are usually preferred, as they are less exposed to
access of water, and the smaller bars are considered the richest. The space allowed,
by "mincr's law," to each man, as his" claim," is thirty feet square. On some bars, the
earth pays with considerable equality throughout; but this is unusual. Most of them
will yield from five to ten cents to the bucket; and an average of from eight to ten is
good yield. The ordinary process is for one man to dig the earth, and another to wash
it; each carrying one half from the hole to the water. To dig and wash 200 bucketa
is considered a fair day's work for two men, with the common rocker. This machine
is shaped like a shallow cradle, having a movable cover of sheet-iron, pierced with
holes, upon which the earth is thrown. It is moved with one hand, while the other is
employed in throwing on water. The gravel is thrown off from the cover as it is
washed, the greater part of the earth being carried away, while the gold remains in
the reservoir below, from which, at the end of the day, it is taken and cleaned in a
pan. Another process of washing is by what is callet1 a Long-tom, a trough through
which a stream of water is conducted. These, of course, are capable of producing
more, with less labor, than the rocker; but their use depends on the convenience of
the place, and they cannot, like the others, be easily transported. Miners usually
work in parties of two or three; but several of these are often associated together, for
protection or other purposes. Occasionally the heads of companies employ themselves
in "prospecting" for good spots, while the others ar~ at work; or in packing provisions
and other necessaries from the towns to the diggings. Many men, whose want of
experience will not insure them good returns, or who want the means of supplying
themselves, hire out to others, either for specified wages, or on half profits; receiving.

54 in each case, their board.-A couple of miles beyond, we came to Red-Cap's bar; so called from a sub-chicf
living there. Here we found a trading-post, and a small party of miners at work; a
port,ion of whom were hired for $75 per month, and their board. The average yield
was probably half an ounce a day per man. The price of provisions varied according
to circumstances; Bour having lately ranged from 12~ to 25 cents a pounq, and pork
from 26 to 40 cents.

The village contained twelve or fourteen lodges, substantially built, aItd commodious.
55 This band, the Oppegach, was included in the treaty made at the ferry. It belongs,

like the rest of those above Bluff creek, to the Peh-tsik Q.ivision; their language differing
. materially from that below the forks. At this place, however, they are said not to use
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it in its purity; having, like other borderers, adopted .words from their 11Cighbors.
" Red-Cap," so called from a greasy-looking woollen head-piece, with which some miner
had presented him, and which ordinarily constituted his· sole dress, was a short.,
thickset· individual, with a droll countenance, reminding one of the most authentic
likenesses of Santa Claus. He is a man of considerable influence, friendly to the
whites, and enjoying a high character for honesty. An instance of his justice, coupled
with a display of .financial ability, was related to us, as exercised on the ,occasion of a
gun being stolen by one of his band. Theweapon could not be found, but R~d-Cap
promised that it should be paid for, the price being fixed at thirty dollars. To raise
this, he imposed an excise on all salmon sold to the packers and miners, of fifty cents j

which, besides the usual price in beads, was to be exacted in "waugie chick," or silver
white man's money. The amo\.Jnt was soon raised and handed over, and the oppressive
tax abated.

At this place there is a ferry, where trains bound for Salmon river usually cross,
keeping up the eastem side of the Klamath. A creek of considerable size enters
opposite the village, and takes its name, the" Oppegach," from it. Above, the river,
for some distance, pn.sscs through a deep and wild canon j and although an Indian trail
follows it on the west side, it is rendered impassable for mules, by a point of projecting
rock. '1'0 avoid this, the pack trail which we followed turned up the mountain behind
the bar, oyer which, and at a consider~ble height above the water, it aft~rwards ran.
This portion of the route was dangerous even now, and four of the I1nimals fell over;
two mules breaking their backs, and a dmgoon-horse being so much injured that he
was afterwards abandoned. From this we descended to a considerable flat, known as
"Orleans bar," crossing another branch of some size, the Ocketoh, at the mouth of
which there was another dam, similar to that already mentioned, and apparently in
every respect its equal. Formerly a ferry was kept here also, and several houses had
been commenced. Attached to one of them, a fine pie'ce of ground had been broken
up find planted, from which we obtained a few tomatoes, a very welcome addition to
our supper. The miners had, however, all left, either in consequence of difficulty with
the Indians, or at.tracted by the reports from Shaste and Scott's valleys above. There
were, in fetct, at the time of our pn.ssing, but few on the lower Klamath; for although
lL good average could be made almost anywhere, it is always the case, that discoveries
of a large amount at any particular point will drain the whole neighboring country.
So far as we could learn, the bars on the entire course of the river, from the forks of
Trinity up, will yield from five to eight dollars per day. A few spots produce more,
but as these are of compara.tively limited extent, and Boon exhausted, the mining in
this part of the gold region may be considered as simply a matter of high wages for
hard work; a much more desirable state of things, where it is permanent, than the
occasional "finds" of other placers.

We were here visited by a number of Indians from the neighboring villages, of

THE INDIAN COUNTRY. 149

56

I, i!
1

{

t
i

jl
1
J



( 52]

which there are several on both sides of the river; the principal of which is the
Tchai-noh, or Skeina, as commonly pronounced, also represented at the late council.
Our camp was pitched opposite the ferry, the distance travelled being about twelve
miles. Owing to the accident befalling the mules, the train did not arrive till late in
the afternoon.

8atur£lay, Oct. 11th. - The march recommenced with the ascent of another
.mountain; the trail keeping along the ridge, at some distance from the river, and
then down rolling hills to a small plat, about a mile above the entrance of Salmon
river, a distance of about seven miles. Here we encamped, as it was the intention
of the Agent to hold a council with the Indians of this neighborhood also.

Salmon river, or as it is called by the Indians, the " Quoratem," is the largest of the
affiuents of the Klamath, with the exception of the Trinity; and its general course is
nearly parallel with that of the latter. It has two principal branches, which unite
about fifteen miles from its mouth; the northernmost heading in the mounta.ins, near
Scott's river, the southern in the Trinity range. On both of these, mining operations
have been extensively carried on, and they still continue productive. Trading posts
are established at the forks, and at "Eestville," a mining village of BOrne fifteen houses
on the north fork, established by a trader of that name. Pack tmils lead hence up
both these streams to the head of Scott's river and the north fork of Trinity. The
price of freight from the coast towns to these diggings, has at times been as high as
two dollars a pound! The whole course of the Salmon is destitute Of valleys, and
some of the severest trials and sufferings which the miners have undergone, have been
during their winter journeys through the high and broken mountain ranges which
border it; many. persons and whole trains of mules having perished in the snow.

The scenery at the mouth of the Salmon is exceedingly wild and picturesque. In
the forks a high conical point of rock stands up, evidently once connected with the
western bank of the Klamath; but which, broken off from the rest of the range by
BOme convulsion, has now given passage to the river between; the stmta of slate
dipping abruptly to the south and west, showing the subsidence in that direction.
Upon the Klamath, both above and below the junction, are Indian villages of some
size, prettily situated on high platforms of rock projecting over the water, and shaded
by groves of oaks and bay trees; while below, the river, compressed in its channel,
rushes boiling over rapids. The accompanying sketches were taken, one from neMour
camp, representing the Tish-nlwa village, and the Klamath, below the entrance of the
Salmon; the other from a mile higher up, showing the course of the Klamath through
the mountains above the forks. The tree on the right hllnd of the latter represents
one of the signal or "telegraph" trees of the Klamath Indians. These, which are
among the most conspicuous features of the :scenery upon the river, occur near every
village. They are always selected upon the edge of some hill, visible to a considerable

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF150

59



distance in either direction. Two trees, one trimmed in the form of a cross, the other
with merely a tuft on the top, represent each lodge; and in time of danger or of death,
a fire kindled beneath them, informs the neighboring tribes of. the necessity or
misfortune of its occupants.
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8m/day, Oct. 12tlt.-We remained III camp for the purpose of treating with the
rest of the bands belonging to this division of the Klamath. They do not seem
to have any generic appellation for th~mselves, but apply the terms" Kahruk," up
and « Youruk," down, to all who live above or below themselves, without discrimIna
tion, in the same manner that the others do « Peh-tsik," and « Poh-lik." The name
Quoratem, that of one of the bands on the Salmon river, and frequently nsed for the
rh'cr itself, appears to be a suitable one to designate the dialect of the middle section
find those speaking it. The language extends on the Klamath from Bluff creek to
It considerable distance above here; according to some reports, to the Eenah-met, or
Clear creek, between thirty and forty miles further up, and on the Salmon to the
principal forks. Higher on the main river, the prevailing language is the Shaste,
and 'on the Salmon is said to be one of those used on the Trinity.

It was proposed to bring the whole of these into the reserve on the Trinity; leaving
the Shaste, upper Klamath, and upper Trinity Indians, to fall within that intended
to be established above; and a treaty, supplemented to that at Durkee's ferry, was
accordingly concluded on that basis. Four bands, the Sche-woh, Oppe-yoh, Eh-qunr
nek, and Eh-nek, were present, numbering in all probably 250 souls. The total
number of the Quoratems may perhaps be set down at 600 or 1Q.Q.; They are very
much scattered, some of their villages having been burnt. On the Salmon river, for
instance, there are said to be now not more than fifty below the forks. No difference,
except in language, is noticeable between these and the lower Indians; and
intermarriages frequently take place among them.

},[oncloy, Oct. 13th. - To-day our route lay along the bank, occasi~nal1y crossing
small bottoms, for nbout six miles. Here the river made a large bend, to avoid which
the trail passed over the mountain. Another, also much travelled by packers,
crosses the Klamath about a mile beyond, and follows the east bnnk for sixteen or
eighteen miles, when it recr:osses and joins thnt on the west side. Continuing on, over
high spurs, we descended ngain to the river, and found camp after a march of twelve
miles. A portion of the road was dangerous, and one mule rolled' down with his
pack, but was recovered.

Tuesday, Oct. 14th.-.: The trail followed the same generalBOutherly course as
yesterday, gradually d1\Terging from the river, which, five or six miles from camp~

mnkes another bend to the eastward. Here we again ascended,. passing over high
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mountain spurs, much of the route being rough and broken. Eight or· nine miles
from camp, a trail known as the "Serra-goin trail," now no longer used, comes in. It
leaves the Klamnth at a village of that name, a considerable distance below the mouth
of the Trinity. A long descent brought us again to the river, which made a sharp
turn round a spur from the other sidc. A considerable branch entered here on the
west, which we crossed. The trn.il was cxcessively bad, running along the edge of. the
ri\·er, in short abrupt pitches, and over broken rocks. A fatigue party had been sent
out in the morning to work the more dangerous places; but we were notwithstariding
detained at one of these, known as the" Tent Rock," for nnhour and a half. At low
f\tages of the river however, as we afterwards learned, this can be passed through the
water. From here we rode through scrub-oak tllickets and low woods for two or three
miles, and encamped on the river, the distance travelled being about fourteen miles.
Much of the route was the worst we had passed over. 'Ve found very poor grass on
the river bench where we halted, and the animals began to suffer, the feed having
generally been poor since the start. The small benches, which occur at intervals
on the river, are, for the most part, sterile, and being camps of necessity to the
various pl1Ck trains, are easily exhausted. The mountains also bear evidence of a
poorer soil in the diminished luxuriance of the forest, and the absence of those prairies
which form so marked a feature south of the Trinity. The woods are much more
open, and of a variety of timber; firs and pines being intermixed with various species
of oak, the willow-leaved chestnut, the bay, and the madronia. Of the oaks there is
a great variety; several of them evergreens, including the chestnut and live-oaks. The
neoms, bay-nuts, and pinones, or nuts of the edible pine, all contribute to the subsis- .
tence of the Indians, who use them in various forms, roasted whole, or pounded into
flour, and made into bread or porridge. Piles of the husks are to be seen round every
lodge. We passed several small villages during the march, the inhabitants of which
were of the poorer clo.'38, and appeared sickly. They complained too of hunger, though
they had the usual store of acorns, and said that they were too weakta obtain fish or
game. The principal complaint seemed to be n di~ense of the lungs. Blindness or
sore eyes was universal alllong the aged, as in fact in almost every tribe we have
visited. It struck me that there was a general aspect of decay among the Indians of
this part of the Klamath, and we saw remains of numerous ruined lodges. These,
howeycr, are not of themselves conclusive evidence; as, although their haLitations are
geuerally permanent, they are accustomed to remove from a site where much sickness

63 has occurred. Notwithstanding their poverty, they had the usual complement of
wolfish-looking dogs, which came out of the lodges to look at us and went silently
bl1Ck. These fellows do not make much noise at· any time, beyond a complaining yelp
when kicked, unless they are engaged in one of their customary battles. Their voice,
when they do bark, resembles that of the coyote. Their color is usually black and

. white, or Lrown and white. They have bushy tails and sharp noses, and in fighting,
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sno.p viciom:ly, much after the manner of t.he wolf. The Indians, we were WId, used
them in hunting W ddve deer to their sna.res, but I saw no instance of their being
employed in this or any other way. They arc most arrant and expert thieves, and
it is said, carry their plun<1er W the lodge; a stn.tement probably true only as regards
what is not eatable. One peculiarity which thcy exhibit is inquisitiveness. They
will follow and watch strangers wit.h no other apparent motive than curiosity. I was
often much amused at the expostulations of the squaws with the dogs, who were
usually in the way or in worse mischief, and paid but momentary attention either to
the cuffs they received, or to the exclamations of "chishe, chishe," by which they
were accompanied. For the rest, they usually wear an expression of misanthropy and
disgust at the world, which, as they are always half 8tarved, is by no mct.ns singular.
Unfortunately salmon blood does not kill them, ns it does dogs of a more generous
breed. The Indians, it may be remarked, do not appear to confer proper names on
animals.

Wednesday, Oct. 15th. - The trail, for the first two miles, followed the river. bank
upon a steep slope, and sometimes at a considerable height. It being very narrow,
there is some danger of sliding off. Here we lost a mule carrying the whole kitchen
furniture of our pn.ck train; as he did not fall, but deliberately jumped into the water,
it seemed probable that, disgusted with life, he had chosen the surest way of terminat
ing his sufferings, and taking revenge on hiil persecutors. Beyond, the river made
another great be)~d to the eastward, the road again taking up the mountains. This is,
if not the highest, one of the most clcvatcu points passed on the route. Though steep,
the ascent was pretty good.; but the toil, n-uded to poor food, began to tell upon the
dragoon-horses, which were now every day in a worse plight. Indeed, for American
horses, even in better condition than ours were when we started from Sonoma, these
trails are too severe; and the smaller and lighter Cnlifornia horses, or still better, mules,
are the only fit animals. We were two hours in an _almost continuous ascent of the
mountain; another, winding. upon its summit; and a fourth, in rapid a.nd steep descent
to the river. Here we encamped at the mouth of Clear creek, a stream some ten
:yarus wide. G~od grass WM found about half a mile down the'river, on to which the
horses were sent, the mules being driven across the creek.

From the summit to-day we had a fine view of the mountains which everywhere
surround us, the vastness of which appen-red fiS we rose towards their level. Heavy
ranges lay betwecn us and the coast, and divided us from the Salmon and Trinity;
while to the nort.h was seen the chain separating the waters of the Klamath and
Rogue rivers. In clear weather, "Mount Shuste" itself is visible. Our march Way
was twelve miles.

A few Indians, the remnant of a larger band that once lived on ou~ camp-ground,
and now were settled on the creek near by, came in. One of them; with great delight,

PT. III.-20 .
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recognized a man in our party, and .recalled himself to his recollect.ionby signs. He
had buried the Indian's child for him the Jear before, when sickness had prevented the
father from doing it himself, and had hung beads over the grave. He evinced much
gratitude, and a high sense of obligation for an Indian. These Indians complained of
hunger, and seemed really destitute. As a temporary relief, by order of Colonel
U'Kee, an ox was killed for them and the adjoining village.

Thw'sday, Oct. 16th. - Our departure was considerably delayed this morning, tbe
mules having strayed in quest of grass. The last of the train did not, in fact, leave
till nearly noon. Crossing the creek, we ascended a steep hill of some height; coming
down to the river again about a mile above, at a place called" Wingate's bar," wbere we
found a trading-house, and a party of miners. From this up, the number at work WIlS
greater. The amount made we presumed. to be about half an ounce. Board was

. charged at twenty dollars per week. A littie further on is another bar, known as the
" Big Oak Flat," from a superb live~ak tree growing upon it, beyond which we again
ascended, keeping along the brow of the mountain, on a very precarious path, and
rising to the heigbt of over a thousand feet from the river. A steep descent brought
us to a deep hollow, only to climh another hill equally trying; and, after about four
hours and a half of travel, we encamped, having made only eight miles. The
animals were much exhausted, and a dragoon-horse and pack-mule were abandoned.
Our camp was upon a level bottom, about a mile and a half long, Ilnd elevated fifteen
or twenty feet above the river; sandy, but with better grass than we had met since
leaving the ferry.. Opposite us, a large creek entered, upon which there was also some
level land.

During the marches of yesterday and to-day, we noticed, for the first time, a number
of sugar-pines. This tree, which grows only on the mountains, resembles generally
the large-coned pine, except tbat its bark is smoother. Tbe cones are almost equally
large, an!! tbe leaves long and coarse. The sugar is found exuding, in rough bard
lumps, from tbe interior, ~ut only where the tree has been partially burned, and is
snid not to follow the axe; though this may perhaps be questioned. Its color is an
opaque white, its taste agreeable, partaking very slightly of a resinous flavor, and it is
often uRed by mountaineers to sweeten their coffee. It is a very active purgative when
dissolved in cold water, and much medicinnl virtue is ·~ribed to it. The sugar found
nearest t.he bark is of n darker color, and more vitreo'us in appearance, and is reputed
to possess these properties in a greater degree than that tnken from towards the heart.
Some that was found had a peculiar sub-acid taste. While adhering to the tree, we
were told, it withstands th~ changes of the weather; but after being separated from it,
'l"apidly absorbs moisture, and falls to pieces.. In BOrne parts of the mountains, where
the trees are numerous, a man can gather as much.· as five pounds a day. The pifion,
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01' nut of this species, is considered better even than that of the nut-pine. The tree

produces pitch, in addition, as abundantly as other kinds.

Friday, Oct. 17tlt.-After our arrival in camp yesterday, it was found that a mule

carrying bedding had stmyed into the woods; and to-uny it was arranged that Major

'Vessells with the command should move on, while the Agent's party waited to seek

for it. Mr. Kelsey Rnd Colonel Sarshel 'Voods were at the Bame time Bent forward to
Scott's vnlley to call in the Indians. The mule was found by the miners at Wingate's

bar, and in the course of the day was brought in. Two gentlemen, Messrs. T. J.
Roach and 'V. J. Stevens, came down to-day from" Murderer's bar," a short distance

above, where they had been located for some time past. They, with others of their 66

party, had prospected extensively in the neighborhood, and communicated much

information reRpecting the count.ry. The creek opposite our camp, called by the

Indians the Yoteh, we learned from them heads in the mountains between the north

fork of Salmon and Scott's river, and is of considerable length. Mr. Roach and Mr.

Charles .l\l'Dermit hau recently also nscendeu the" Batinko," or Indian creek, a branch

.emptying. from the west, two or three miles above, and heading in the Sis-kiu

mountains, between the Klamnth nnd Rogue's ri~er. From thence they crossed to the

head of Canon creek, whic)l runs into n larger stream, now called Illinois river. Of
this last there has been much uispute; some supposing it to be a distinct river,

emptyin~ into tlle Pacific nen.r the Oregon line.. The better opinion, however, seems
to be that it is' a fork of Rogue's river, which it enters ten or twelve miles from its

mouth. Upon it is a large and fertile valley. The country upon Rogue's river itself,

is spoken of with great prai8e, by all wbo have seen it, as containing fine farming

valleys. The Inuinns of the Illinois valley are said to speak the language of this part

of the Klamath (the Shnste), and not that of Ro'gue's river. 'Ve were further informed 67

that Joe, the head chief of the Rogue's river Indians, the same with whom Major

Kearney had his contest during the past summer, and who is now living in peace with

the whites, at the ferry on the Oregon trail, claims the Shaste tribes as properly his.

subjeet.s, although they yield him no allegiance. Be this a.3 it may, the fact of a pretty

intimate connection between the Indians on the upper part of both riverR, is clear.
'Ye heard of one custom prevailing in the Illinois valley, which is different from the

.IJractice here: that of burning the bodies of those killed in battle, instead of burying

them, aM they do in cases of natural deo,th.

Saturday, Oct. 18th. - Our trail ran through oak thickets for a couple of miles, to

"Happy camp," as the station ~t Murderer's bar is called. Some seventy persons

make this their head.-quarters; a portion ~f them being, however, almost always absent,

either in packing, or mining, and prospecting, at a distance. They were, at this time,

living in tents, but preparations were making to erect log-houses for the winter.
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The amount averaged a day, was about· six cenf:8 to the bucket of 20 to 25
IbB. ; .but it has been much higher. This, however, 'is considered a good paying
rate. The miners on. this part of the Klamath have not only been led away by
brilliant reporf:8 from other parts, but to some extent discouraged by the murders and
robberies of the Indians, which have rendered mining in small parties dangerous.
The bar itself takes its name from the killing of three men, by the people living on
the creek opposite our Inst night's camp. Lately, however, the greater part of the
Indians have themselves disappeared, some of their ranches having been burnt by the
whites, and it is supposed have moved either to the valleys above, or to that on the
TIlinois river. Their number between Clear creek and the mouth of the Shaste, does
not appear to have been great, and judging from the number and size of the ranchef.l,
is probably not now over 300 or 400. On the creeks there are a few more, but not
many at any distance from the Klamath, except in &ott's and Shnste valleys. Of t.he
numbers above the mouth of the Shastk, nnd extending up to the foot of the Cascade
range, we had no definite information. The name of Shaste may perhaps be found
applicable to the whole tribe extending fl'om Clear creek up; as, with perhaps some
trifling variation, the same language nppears to prevail as in the valley of that
name.

The bottom at Murderer's bar is one of the largest on the whole Klamath, being
about two miles in length, and containing some little arable land. Good pasturage
can also be obtn.ined on the hills around. Indian creek, which has been already
mentioned, enters the Klamath just above the station.

Leaving here, we rode up the bottom for a couple of miles, and thence commenced
an ascent over wooded· hills to a. high mountain, from the summit of which we had
an extensive view. "Mount Shl11>t.C" was, however, not visible, nor had the weather
been clear enough at any time as yet, to permit us to see it. The Klamath above
Murderer's bar runs through a deep canon, making a great bend to the south; its
general course being here more westerly than southerly. It was seen _at times from
the mountain, much contracted by its narrow channel; but above, it again widened
out apparently to its full volume, at the junction of the Trinity. So much of its
water is in fact absorbed by the soil, or carried off by evaporation during its tortuous
course, that it preserves a very uniform size, at lenst from the mouth of Scott's river
down. A very steep descent from the m~llntain top brought us again to its Lanks,
and we encamped where Major 'Vcssells hnd stopped the night before, having mnde
about nine miles.

The pine, which till recently has formeu no feature ~n the landscape, was now
common; at lenst three distinct kinds being seen - the yellow or pitch-pine, the sugn.r
pine, and the big-cone. The true nutrpil1e was not noticed. Cedars of the large
white-barked species, common in Oregon, were also frequent. The leaves of the
deciduous trees were fast falling, and the maple which mingled with the growth
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in the damp bottoms had assumed a brilliant yellow; almost the only approatilf- to
the gorgeous autumnal hues of the Atl l1ntic that here meets the eye of the traveller.

Snnclay, Oct. 29t1L. - About a mile beyond our camp we crossed a large brook or
creek, which WlLS afterwards fixed upon as part of the boundary of the" reservation,"
and as such is referred to in the treaty made at Scott's valley. We had no high points

-to pass to-day, the' trail running 11long the river upon-narrow benches. It was,
however, rugged, and broken by ledges of slate, a part of it being excessively bad.
About eight miles of travel brought us to what is known as the" Big Bo~toIll_/' a tract
covering a few miles square, which forms the nearest approach to a vaiiey that we had
seen upon the Klamath. Here is the usual trail for packers bound to Scott's and
Shaste va.lleys, and a ferl'y or crossing to the eastern shore; the trail on the left bank
being a dangerous one. It is kept by Indians, who pass goods in canoes, the animals
swimming. Major Wessells had halted here the preceding night, expecting us to join
him, and was to make but a short march beyond. As it would, however, take some
time to cross the baggage, and there was fine grass in the bottom, we remained over.
The mules were left on the north bank for the night, and we camped on the other
side.

There were two Indian villages near this spot, but the lodges had been hurnt by the
whites. Messrs. Kelsey and 'Voods had visited them, and invited them to the council
to be held in Scott's valley; but the men with a few exceptions had run off to the
mountains on the approach of the command, leaving their families behind. These
people were in a great state of destitution. Several of the early miners had been
murdered in this l;leighborhood, and much property stolen, in revenge for which their
successors had destroyed the lodges and killed some of the men. Of late they had
been more peaceably disposed, but were still regarded with suspicion, having in their
possession a few stolen animals and fire-arms. Those that we saw were evidently of
the lowest caste, a little boy of nine or ten years of age being the solitary and
'remarkable exception. Ilis features were regular, and even beautiful. These Indi~ns

keep up a constant intercourse with Rogue's river, whither it is probable many of them
have recently gone. From many circumstances, it would appear that their place of
residence, being the centre through which numerous trails led, has been a sort of
common gl'Ound; the Alsatia of the neighboring country. We found here a young
Indian, who spoke a few words of the Oregon jargon, and through him were enabled
to communicate a little with the rest. By his means I collected enough of the
language to ascertain its similarity to the Shastk, and also a partial vocabulary of his
own tongue, which I presume to be one of the Rogue's river languages. Ris proper
home he could not be made to tell; for although intelligent enough tenerally, he became
very stupid whe~ questioned as to where he belonged. ,68

The bottom here seemed to be from two to three miles in length, and about a mile
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Wide; a portion of it a.1fording good pasture, but none apparently fit for agriculture.
Two' ~reeks enter the Klamath here; one from the BOuth-east, at o.ur camp; the other
from the north-east, a mile above. It is along the latter that the Rogue's river trail
passes. A miner whom we found here informed us that he had crossed over by it to
that stream.

Monday, Oct. SOth.-The morning broke with a heavy fog, which, however, cleared
off about eight o'clock. The sky of this region, it may be remarked, is, when
unobscured, of a blue as pure and deep as that even of the Rocky Mountains.

The trail during the day followed the river bank. It was exceedingly rocky, and
much obstructed with brushwood. We made only about ten miles, passing the spot
where the command had encamped about a mile and a half. The grass was very poor,
but we were informed that none could be found elsewhere, within the distance which
we could drive. In camping on the Klamath, it is necessary to seek the neighborhood
of the brooks, especially at this season; as the water, never pure, is now offensive from
the number of dead sulmon. Fortunately springs and small streams are abundant,
and of the finest quality. 'Ve passed to-day only one Indian village, a small one,
and that deserted; but sinv a number of the people upon a hill beyond the river,
and sent a messenger, who, with some difficulty, brought them to a talk, and invited
them to come in. Large heaps of the shells of a species of Unio lay along the banks
of the river, at different places. These form a favorite article of food with the Indians,
who boil them in baskets by means of hot stones.

The approach of winter was now indicated by the appearance of numbers of ducks
in the river, and by flocks of the banded-tailed pigeon, on their way to the south.
Except the omnipresent raven and fish crow, we have hitherto seen but few birds in
this whole region; a bald eagle on the look-out for salmon, a blue heron starting
with dissonant scream from his perch on a dead fir tree, a few hawks and jays, and
now and then a sparrow, being all.

The prevailing rock is now the white grnnite, resembling that of New Hampshire,
which forms many of the highest peaks, particularly those at the head of Salmon and
Scott's rivers. The bed-rock of the Klamath is, however, still dark blue slate,
containing veins and seams of quartz. Of this the strata are everywhere displaced
and broken up. A coarse sandstone or conglomerate of volcanic formation, occurs.
Without attempting to give any scientific description of this region, it may not be
unimportnnt to mention that the blne slate is continuous along the whole route
followed. Talcose and mica slates and serpentine are likewise in place; the last in
greatest ab~ndance, and covering the greatest extent. Where gold is found in the
original rock, it seeJh.s to be always in the quartz veins of the blue slate; and these
are more abundantly interposed farther up, than in the lower district. Thus the gold
of the upper Klamath is much coarser than that found below the Salmon. Where it
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exists in the soil, independent of the gravelly bars of the rivers, it is most frequent
in a reddish earth, as in the dry diggings in Shaste valley, and elsewhere. It is,
however, impossible to account for the occurrence of large deposits in particular
localities, while in others, seemingly ItS favorable, it is nearly or altogether absent.

Tuesday, Oct. 21st. - Passing over a point of mountain, we reached Scott's river,
about a mile and a half from camp. This, whicn, next to the Shaste, is the largest of
the upper forks of the Klamath, is here about fifteen yards wide, running through a
narrow mountain gap, and over a bed filled with large boulders. Its sources are in
the immediate neighborhood of the Trinity and the Sltlmon, and after their junction
its general course is from south-west to north-east. Like all other mountain streams,
it.~ volume of water fluctuates greatly with the season; the amount brought down in
winter being very considerable, while in the summer and fall it is fordable almost
everywhere. It was formerly a well-known trapping ground of the Hudson's Bay
Company, by whom it was called Beaver river. Its present name was given it from
that of a miner who first developed its mineral wealth. Our trail now left the
Klamath, and followed up this branch. Scott's river is the most thoroughly explored
of all the gold-producing streams of northern California, and the extent of the works
upon it is astonishing, even to those acqul1inted with the energy with which mining
operations have been ~nrrieq. on. Between the mouth and the upper end of Scott's
bar, three or four miles above, almost the whole river has been turned from its bed,
and carried through canals, regularly built, with solid stone or log embankments,
several feet in height and thickness. Many of these are from 100 to 200 yards in
length. They were constructed by companies consisting usually of from ten to twenty
persons; and we were informed, that at a court or convention of delegates, held in
July to decide upon a contested claim, thirty-two companies were represented. The
numbe~ of persons at work in the dams at the time of our passing, was small, certainly
not exceeding a hundred; most of the miners having, at least temporarily, abandoned
them. We made careful inquiries a.'3 to the productiveness of these enterprises, and
were satisfied that, like most operations of the kind attempted elsewhere, they had
been losing ones. Although very considerable sums had in some cases been taken out
by single companies, and the total amount must have been very great, the average ..
daily earnings for the whole working time was comparatively inconsiderable. It was
vnriously est.imated at from two to five dollars; the lowest being probnbly nearest the
truth. Those who remained were doing better than this, the different dams yielding
to the present workers from five dollars to an Ojlnce a day. The gold was chiefly
found in crevices of the beq-rock, and was very coarse. One piece was said to have
weighed twelve, and another, found in the bank, fifteen 'pounds troy. Besides the
dams, other washings were carried on with success, and the ground in front of the
town of "Scott's bar" was literally riddled with what are called "coyote diggings."
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wednesday, Oct. 22d. - Thin ice formed in our buckets this morning, but the
weather continued to be fine. To-dl\Y we rode across the valley to a ranch on the
eastern side, a distance of about eight miles, stopping on our way to ascend a hm
from which we had a good view of II portion of it.

Scott's valley is, with the exception of Shaste, the largest either on the Klamath,
or any of its tributaries; and is the only one in which auy considerable quantity of
good soil is to be found. Its extr~me length is, however, 110t more than twenty-five
or thirty miles, and its width, at the northern end, from eight to ten, ~minishing
towards its head to a narrow strip. Its total area does not much exceed one hundred
flquare miles. By far the greater part of this, even, is suited only to pasturage, being
too dry and gravelly for cultivation. Tracts of a better quality are nevertheless

This mmmg town contai.ns some fifty houses, and, when we p!l.8sed, numbered
perhaps 150 inhabitanta. Through the summer, however, the population had been
far. greater. ~ September, 600 votes were polled in the two precincts of Scott's bar
and the mouth of the river; and even this W!1.8 only a partial representation. The
packing from this place is chiefly carried on from Reading's springs, or, as it is now
cnllcd, "Shaste city," near Clear crcek, in thc Sacramento valley; the traders being,
for the most part, their own packers. The pricc of freight was at this time twenty
five cents a pound, and the time taken in the journey seven or eight days. Flour was
selling at thirty-five, and pork at fifty cents; but during the year they had been
respectively as high as $1.50 and $2.25, and as low as twenty 'and twenty-five cents.
We saw here a fair supply of other commodities uscd by miners. Fluctuations in the
priccs of provisions, goods, and transportation, are constant at all these places;
depending in. Borne measure upon the state of the trails, as regards supply, and upon
the rush of buyers for the time being, fiB to demand.

Leaving the town, and following the right bank of the river for two or three miles,
oyer a very broken trail, we again crossed and passed the high mountain on the left,
to avoid a canon which extends from here to the valley. The descent,' though
considerable, was gradual, and the trail good, in contrast with the execrable path from
our camp to its foot. An hour and a half brought us to the top, and we then caught
a glimpse of the valley of Scott's river below us, with the mountains beyond, and the
snowy peak of Shaste lying to the south-enst, towering above nIl. The view was a
beautiful one, and not the less so, from its being the first for many a weary day's
travel, in which the habitations of civilized man seemed not out of place. A rapid
descent led us down to the plain, and to the log-house of a settler, and here we saw
another unwonted sight, an ox~wagon laden with hay. Again crossing the river, here
rippling gently over a bed of sand and gravel, we reached Major Wessells's camp,
pitched about a mile beyond, on a small branch entering .from the south, at about half
past three in the afternoon, our march being about fifteen miles. .

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF160



THE INDIAN COUNTRY. 161

found chiefly upon the river, and the two or three small branches which continue to
flow during the dry season; these seem well suited to the growth of potatoes and other
vegetables, us well as small grain. The richest is in the neighborhood of old beaver
dams, and, by proper care, wonld become exceedingly productive. Timber is abundant
on the hills on the western or northern sides; consisting of pine, of a quality not
inferior to that of. the Atlan tic States. The slopes on the eastern side are covered
with fine bunch-grass, affording excellent and most abundant pasturage. Salmon
ascend the river in large ntimbers, before the waters subside in the spring. In the
rainy season, travel in the valley is exceedingly difficult, and parts of it are even
covered with water. Eight or ten houses, mostly small log buildings, had been put
up at the northern end, and preparations were making for ranching animals on a
pretty extensive scale. We found a good deal of hay mowed and stacked either for
feeding at the corrals or transportation to Scott's bar, whither it is carried on mules.
The price there was twenty-five cents a pound! The bunch-grass becomes Ii natural
hay without cutting, and retains aU its nutritive qualities. Animals, with any
reasonable degree of work, will keep fat on it throughout the year. A second growth
always springs up after the commencement of the rainy season. Wild clover abounds,
also, in the valley. But little snow is said to faU here, and that does not remain
long.

Tklwsday, Oct. 23d.-Mr. Kelsey returned last evening from Shaste valley, whither
he had gone to invite the Indians. He found great difficulty in persuading them of
the peaceful intentions of the expedition; as they had taken up the idea that the
escort was a war party sent against them. Some of them, however, accompanied him
a part of the way to satisfy themselves, but still lingered behind. Messengers sent to
the neighboring lodges reported that the men had gone to the mountains to hunt. A
few were finally collected, and the object of the Agent in visiting their country was
explained to them through an Oregon Indian named" Swill," who lived with the tribe,
and spoke their language. This man was afterwards dispatched with Mr. Abel, one
of the interpreters, to make another effort to assemble the Shaste tribes, and Indian
runners were sent to the Klamath and the upper lodges of Scott's river.

Several gentlemen from the neighborhood, among others, Major Theodore F. Rowe,
1\11'. Charles M'Dermit., Mr. Roach, and Dr. M'Kinney, visited our camp to-day, and
were requested to remain for the purpose of giving information and advice regarding
arrangements with the Indians. Col. M'Kee, further in view of the importance of
rendering the treaty satisfactory to the miners and settlers, determined to invite them
to be present from the different placers, either in person or by delegation, and notes to
that effect were despatched ·both to Sh~te, Butte city, and Scott's bar.

It had become evident immediately on our arrival, that more serious obstacles would
interpose to a pacific arrangement with the Indians of this district, than' at either of
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those before visited. On the one ha.nd, the number of a.ll the tribes intended to be
included, was very large, being variously estimated at from four to six thousand; and
their disposition was decidedly hostile to the whites, against whom they had several
grounds of complaint; some. of them more or less just. The great influx of miners
had crowded them from their fisheries and hunting-grounds, aild the commencement
of permanent settlements thrcatencd to abridge their movements still more. Many
of their villages had been bumed and their people shot; generally, it is true, in retalia
tion for murders or robberies, but in some instances no doubt wantonly; the result in
either case being the same in rendering their families destitute and stimulating their
desire for revenge. Animals stolen from othcrs und sold to them had been seized, und
not least, their women had been occasionally taken away. On the other side, a
number of whites had. been killed; some under circumstances of atrocious barbarity.
Several whole trains had been plundered, reducing their owners to actual ruin; and a
large amount of propedy stolcn from time to time, in blankets, tools, provisions, and
animals, upon which the miners depended for their subsistence. The number of mules
and horses, and the quantity of fire-arms in their possession furnished, to some extent,
proofs of the Indian outrages. To such a degree had the feeling of exasperation risen on
the part of the whites, that thcy had determined on the setting in of winter to wage
a war of extermination against the Indians on the upper Klamath and its tributaries
generally. Two or three men were not considered as safe anywhere; and as the
mode in which mining is carried on here involved the scattering of detached parties
or individuals through the hills, they conceived the only way of protecting themselves
would be to extirpate or drive off the enemy altogether. Such was the state of things
when the Agent arrived. Supposing, however, that a treaty of peace could bc effected
which the majority of the whites and Indians would respect, there was great danger
that it might be broken by outlaws of one race or another, whose conduct was beyond
control; and that as discrimination is out of the question in such cases, a renewal of
the strife would follow, with 'more violence than before. Another very serious
difficu1t.y remained. To fix upon a reserve, into which the Indians could be collected
where they could be placed under the government of suitable officers; where gl.lme
and fish would be abundant, and a sufficient tract of agricultural country could afford
the means of civilization and partial support, and where, at the same time, the

70 inte.rests of the whites would not tempt encroachment, seemed to be next to impossible.
The removal of the Indians beyond the limits of the State was clearly so; for Oregon
had its own savage population, and the introduction of others was not only beyond the
authority of the Agent, but would have been resisted to the knife. The Territory of
Utah furnished 110 suitable home for them, or means of maintenance, and the inter
vening country embraced in Shaste county had already a larger number than the
safety of the whites rendered desirable. The only bodies of level land in their own
country were known to be the valleys of Scott's and Shaste rivers,und the amouut
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of arable Boil in either of thcm wns compnrntively small; far less than would suffice
for a considerable number of pcrmanent white scttlerfl. A very considerable part of
this was already taken up in cln,:mR, and to some extent improved. Further, it was
impossible to find any district whn,tever, in which gold did not exist, or where miners
were not carrying on their occupation. Under all these circumstances, the only
possible method of accomplishing the proposed object, seemed to be for the Agent to
invite the concert of the citizens themselves, and after obtaining the best information
in his power, and hearing the suggestions and objections offered, to adopt such a
course in reference to the reservation, ns, with the least iI1convenience to the whites,
should furnish a refuge for the Indians. Into this it was proposed to collect them as
speedily as possible, in order to preYe~1t further collisions.

Friday, Oct. 24th. -Major Wessells having concluded to return from here by the
way of Reading's springs and the Sncmmento valley, started this morning; the
reduced condition of his horses rendering it important to him to reach quarters before
the rains set in; which, from the lateness of the season, might now be expected at
any time. The route was up the valley, and following a branch of the north fork
over the mountains to Trinity river, thence down nearly to Weaver-town, crossing to
the head of Clear creek, and down that stream to the springs.

Mr. Kelsey and myself, accompanied by Golonel'Voods and Mr. Marshall, left to
examine the Yalley, following the branch on which the camp is situated to its head,
and thence turning eastward towards the river. About four miles up, we stopped to
examine a quart,z vein in the hills to the left, which a company hnd opened, nnd were
preparing to work. The quartz, which was quite solid, lay a few feet beneath the
surface, under a bed of broken slate, dipping to the east under the hill. The gold was
visible only in particular specimens; but was said to pervade the whole mass. No
correct estimate could be formed of its productiveness, from the very imperfect trials
made; but it WitS said to yield from five to forty cents to the pound of ore. The rock 
where the metal is not seen by the eye is, nevertheless, often as valuable, and yields
more uniformly than the other. We found some good land in the little valley of a,
creek near by, which is about five miles long, and from half a mile to a mile wide.
Crossing some low hills to t.he main valley, we followed the western side to the foot of
a mountain, which nfterwards was made one of the land-marks of the reserve, by the
name of "Seino's hil1." This part of the valley is little more than a pine barren, the
land being gravelly, nnd cut up with arroyas from the mountains. Here Colonel
'Voods and Mr. Marshall left us, and continued up. Six or eight miles above, they met
,a considerable creek, entering from the south-west, which they followed up. This
strenm forked three miles aboYe; and upon one of the branches they found small
prairies. Both headed in th~ high granite peaks separating the Salnion from ScoWs
river; Mr. Kelsey and myself struck across the valley to the main stream. WehSd
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hitherto been acoompanied by an Indian, runner, who was sent out with invitations to
Borne ,of the more distant villages. This man had kept our mules in a. brisk trot
during almost the whole distance, and he left us in the same long swinging walk
which he had preserved from the first, apparently as fresh as when he started.

In crossing the valley we found ourselves at first entangled in the sloughs made by
old beaver-dams, of which thcre scemed to be no end. Deyond these lay the main
prairie, which afforded fine grazing; and here and there, in places upon the river, land
well suited for cultivation, but in tracts comparatively limited. Considerable grass
had here been cut and stacked for the use of the ranches. 'Ve followed the river
down to camp, which we reached ahout dark.

Sunday, Oct. 26th. - Accompanied by Mr. Mulkey, one of our visitors, I rode to
Shaste Butte city, a distance of about twenty-five miles from camp. This, it should
be mentioned, is not to be confounded with Shaste city, or Reading's springs, near the
jl.Jnction of Clear creek alld tlJe Sacramento. Our route lay up narrow spurs of the
valley, extending to the dividing ridge bctween the waters of the two streams, and
crossing over descended by another. The arroyas in these were dry, water occurring
only here and there in them. In both, but more particularly on the Shaste side,
numbers of miners had been at work, and large quantities of earth were thrown up
ready for washing when the rains should come on. These were almost all "surface
diggings; " the gold being found very near the top of the soil, and most abundantly ill
the " gulches," or beds of small water-courses. The earth was of a reddish color, and
generally free from stones of any size; though small fragments of quartz were
interposed throughout. The hills here were well timbered; and I noticed another
variet.y of pine, more nearly resembling'the eastern white pine than those before seen.
To-day being Sunday, but few of the miners were at work ill the diggings; most of
them were either engaged in cleaning up, or gone into town.

Sha.'3t.e Dutte city, as it is called,' is a place of some 300 houses, built on two streets
in the form of an L, and at this- time numbered, including the immediate vicinity,
about 1000 Bouls. It has sprung into existence 'Since May last, in consequence of the
rich diggings discovered here. It is situated, not on the river, but three or four miles
from it, on it small creek, ~alled by the Indians the Koostah, running into the Shaste
from the west side Borne eight miles above its mouth. The diggings here are not
merely in the hills, but in the valley itRclf, immeqiately round the town, and the
ground was literally rooted up for filmy acres in extent ;-large heaps of dirt baving
been collected, in anticipation of a supply' of water. This is expected to yield ten
cents a bucket on the average. We. found in the town a plentiful supply of
provisions, and in considerable variety; game being abundant, arid beef, butter, and
vegetables regularly supplied from Oregon. The price of board was three dolla.r~

a. day, without bed, and a dollar for horses or mules standing at hay in a yard. The
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restaurants were fitted up in approach to San Franciscost.rle; and in the evenings,
music invited the lovers of liquor and of monte.

The next morning, accompanied by Mr. Moses Dusenbur)T, of Peoria, Illinois, whom.
I met here, I rode to the top of n range of hills about four miles distant, for the
purpose of obtaining a view of the country. The prospect here was very extensive,
commanding the northern and ealOtern portions of the plain, and extending south-'
easterly, to Mount Shaste, which was distant about thirty miles. In this direction,
however, it was intercepted by the ranges of hills which break the lev~l of the
valley. Mount Shaste, or, as it is usually called, the" Sbastk Butte," is not. situated
upon nny connected chitin, but rises by itself near the connecting point of several;
the head-waters of the Sacramento separating it from the grent range bounding the
western side of its valley, and from the peaks which form the source of the Trinity.
It is this mountain, and not Mount Pitt, as was supposed by Mr. Greenhow, which
was designated as Mount Jackson by the sponsors of the" President's Range j" and
it is the same as the Rogers' Peak of Smith. By the Shu-ste Indians it is called
·Wy-e-Imh. Its height is stated to be 14,300 feet. In form, it possesses singular
beauty j far surpassing any of its Oregon sisters, and rising thus alone from the plain,
is seen to the utmost advantage. The crater stands out from its western side in the
form of a truncated cone. From the same point of view we could see Mount Pitt,
or more properly Pitt mountain, so called from the traps formerly dug near it, by the
Indinns j and the noted lnnd-marks of the Oregon trail, the· "Pilot Knob," on the
~iskire range to the north, and the "Black or Little Butte," to the south. Pitt
mountnin IS the same as Mount Madison, and apparently as Mount Simpson of other
geographers.

Shaste valley is of irregular shape, but its extent may be stated, in general terms, as
thirty-five miles in length, by an average width of eight j though there are some points
where it is much wider. It extends from the foot of the Butte in a north-westerlJ7
direction, to the canon through which the river enters the Klamath. That portion
lying toward tl!e mountain is occupied by fine forests, and is represented as sterile and
rocky. Through the centre runs a singular range of mounds or buttes, rising separately
from the general level, and of every conceivable form and size; among which are said
to be tracts covered with .nn alkaline deposit, similar to those found on the North
Platte, and the Sweetwater. The western side of the valley is an extensive plain,
covered with a fine growth of bunch-grass, but barren, and destitute of water or wood.
The same remark applies both to the ranges. of hills scattered through it, and to those
on its sides. The grass being at this time ripe, gave them, at a distance, eXllCtly the
appearance of ridges of blown sand.

Shaste river, the hig~est considerable tributary of the Klamath, rises, not in the
Butte, but considerably to the north of it, in the extensive plains beyond the low
range bounding the valley to the east, through which it has found a way. It has
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several branches, some of considerable length, but aU losing themselves in the Boil
during the dry season. The river itself; wandering through arid plains, becomes tepid
and unfit for 'use. Through the whole extent of the valley, we could not leam, that
any lands fit for agriculture existed, even did its climate permit; for at this great
elevation frost occurs during almost every month in the year. As a pasturing district,
the want of water is the only drawback; for although snow falls occasionally in winter,
it does not remain long. Returning to town, we started in the afternoon on our return,
and campeu with some miners in the hills.

Tuesday, Oct. 28th. - On reaching camp, we found delegations from Sbuste Du tte
city, and Scott's bar, present, together with other citizens from different parts of the
valley, amounting in all to forty or fifty. Dut few Indians had as yet arrived, but
towards evening the chiefs of the Shaste and Scott's river tribes, with some of the
head men, came in. We learned from every quarter, that apprehensions existed that
the object of asse}l1bling them wus to kill the whole together; and this fear had
prevented the chief of the Klamaths from coming. This man was the most im})ortant
of all, from the number under his control, and his influence with the others. He bad
sEmt his son, a young man of seventeen or eighteen, to observe what,was passing. A
preliminary talk was held this evening, with those present, through the Indian U Swill.'·

At night we had a very benutiful aurora, first visible towards the north-east, and
nearly in the direction of the town. It was of a rose color, and the light 80 brilliant
that for some time we supposed Shaste Butte city to be on fire.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF166

We£'lnesdlfy, Oct. 29th. - Intelligence arrived of further depredntions by the Pitt
river Indians. That tribe, inhabiting a country difficult to penetrate, has long been
considered as the worst of those of northern Cnlifornia. Their hostility to the whites
has been unremitting; and their incursions being planned with great ingenuity and
executed with daring and celerity, they have always been the terror of those pursuing
the northern trails. Lately they had e~tended them into the mining region of Shaste
and the Klamath. It has been supposed, and apparently with reason, that a number of
white outlaws are connected with them, who furnish information and share the plunder.
Some weeks before our arrival, a party had started from the Shaste to retake a large
band of animals recently driven off; and as no tidings were heard from them, it was
believed that they had been killed. Since then, several corrals, where mules nnd
horses were ranched by the miners, had been robbed; and on one occasion forty were
taken. Horse and mule stealing, both by Indians and whites, is, in fact, the most
common, and one of the most serious crimes of the mining region j and as men's lives
are constantly dependent upon their animnls, the frequency of these occurrenCC8
creates great disquiet.

Another conference with the Indians took place to-day, when the subject was full,}'
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entered into. They professed a willingness to divide their country with the whites,
and to receive the Trinity and Klamath tribes into the reserve. They promised to
de;~ist from all hostilities, provided they were not molested in the first place. It was
found impossible, at present, to effect anything with the Trinity Indians, as their
distance and wild habits would prevent access to them in season; but the son of the
hend Klamat.h chief, "Ishack," was despakhed after his father; first receiving the
present of a blanket, and being provided with a safe conduct. Until he should return
the council was adjourned.

In regard to the location and limits of a reserve, no conclusion could be arrived at,
on consultation with the citizens present; and it was seen that private interests would
interfere with any selection. Claimants, or squatters, had been rapidly occupying
what tillable land existed in the country j and every mountain and stream seemed
linble to the objection of producing gold. On. the other hand, it was most essential to
the observnnce of a treaty, that, if possible, it should be rendered generally
satisfnctory. All saw the justice of leaving to the Indians the means ofsupport, and
the opportunity of improving their condition; and all saw likewise the importance of
secluding them, so that the occupations of the miners could be elsewhere pursued
with safet.y; but there was no place known where the interests of some would not be
affected. Suggestions were made of the small valleys upon the creeks emptying into
the Klamath from the north; but these were clearly insufficient in extent, even if
otherwise suitable; and an insurmountable obstacle presented itself in this locality.
The line between Oregon and California had never been run; nor was the position of
any land-mark known with certainty; but it was very certain that the 42° parallel
cOllld not lie far enough north of the Klamath to afford the necessary country. Under
these circumstances, it was determined to make a further examination of Scott's and
ShasM valleys, and the intermediate country, although little more information co~ld

be hoped for than that previously collected; and Messrs. Charles M'Dermit and Alva
Boles were chosen by the citizens to accompany Mr. Kelsey, Colonel Woods, and
myself, for that purpose, detailed by Colo~el M'Kee. The time allowed us WM,

unfortunately, limited; but for this there was no remedy.

Thursday, Oct. 30th. - A' hard rain fell during the night, and our departure was
dell1)'ed until eleven o'clock; when it partially clel1red off, but the day continued
cloudy.

\Ve followed the west side of the valley up as far as Seino's hill, and thence struck
dil1gonally across it. Its width was here contracted to five or six miles. The soil on
the river WM good, and on the eastern side consisted of a light sandy loam, well
adapted to potatoes and other roots. Farther up, the valley became .still narrower,
the land continuing good, but much broken by sloughs formed by the beaver-dams.
This animal appears. since the discontinuance of trapping, to' be again'multiplying
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throughout the country. We crossed back and forth several times, and towards dark
camped nea.rly opposite the creek explored by Colonel Woods some days previous.

Friday, Oct. 31st. - We followed the course of the river for a couple of hours, the
valley gradually becoming narrower and more broken and rocky. At its head t.he
two principal branches, generally designated as the North and South Forks, unite at
the foot of a high peak.. The trail to Salmon river follows the latter; that to Trinity,
one part of the former. On the south fork, about a mile and a half up, there is
another quartz vein from which ore had been taken out. We had no time to visit

'\

it, but a number of specimens were shown us. The gold was not visible, and we
did not le~rn the amount it yielded. About the same distance farther on, washings
also occur. A trading shanty had been established at the forks, and we met several
miners here. No diggings, it may be mentioned, are curried on in the valley itself,
nor any in the hills around, excepting those already mentioned, at the northern end.
lt is, however, probable thut in the high granite mountuins lying between its head
and the waters of Sulmon river, gold will be found in numerous veins of'the quartz,
which appears to be abundant.

As regards the principal object of our journey, the agricultural capacity of the
valley, its total ext~mt is about one hundred square miles; of which not more than
fifteen, or at farthest twenty, are of good tillable land, and of this a full half lies
towards the southern end. A further portion might perhups be rendered so by
irrigation, but the only source from which water could be drawn would be the river.

We took the north fork, which turns sharply round the base of the eastern range.
Between two and three miles above the junction, this again branches; the Trinity trail
running up the right-hand branch. Our route lay up the left, on which there is a
valley which we wished to examine. The course of this is from the north, and it
runs almost exactly parallel to the main river, but in an opposite direction. The
valley is nine or ten miles long, its width nowhere exceeding one. The soil is barren,
and we found water but in one or two pools, the stream sinking into the ground.
Grass was abundant, both in the bottom, and on the hills on either side. There was
but little wood, and that pine. Reaching the head of the valley, we ascended the
mountains to our right, and found ourselves at the top of ahigh ridge in turning to the
northward and eastward; on the other side of which headed a corresponding branch,
running into the lower end of the valley. Defore us, at a distance of about three
miles, stood the "Sheep-rock," a very remarkable point, which is visible for mllDY
miles around. We had supposed this to be on the dividing ridge between the waters
of Scott's and Shaste rivers, but found it to lie within those of the former. It is said to
be one of only three places, where the big-horn, or mountain sheep, is at present found,
west of the Sierra Nevada. Another is a precipitous crag upon the Sacramento range,
and the third, a mountain visible to the west of the Klamath, from Borne of the high

I. •
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points of view ou the trail, and situll.ted probably on the sources of Smith's river. To
our great regret, we had no time to yisit the rock and hunt them. Turning to the
right, we followed the crest of the ridge, ascending to one of the highest points of the
mountains between the two valleys. From here, a superb view opened of the great
chains around us; the heads of the Sacramento, the Trinity, and the Salmon, exteilding
from south~east to south-west, and there dividing the Klamath from the coast, and from
the waters of Rogue's river, on the west and north; while to the east, the Shaste peak
loomed up, 11 slender horizontal cloud resting upon its summit. To the north-east, a
wide gap was visible, between the Cascade range of Oregon, and its continuation in
the Sierra Nevada, through which the Klamath emerges from the lesser Klamath
lake. We had, however, but short time to spend in 'admiration, for the sun was near
setting, and it was necessary to seek camp. Seeing no hope of obtaining water,
without descending into the canon on our left, we finally halted for the night, upon
the top, under the cover of a clump of red cedars. The~e trees, which, from the size
of their gnarled trunks, must have been of enormous age, were Dot more than from
twelve to fifteen feet high, and bore evidence of their long conflicts with wind and
snow. From the dead limbs around, we made a fire 'that gleamed far aJ?d wide over
the mountains; and having, with much pains, levelled a spot large enough to lie upon
without rolling down the side, tied up our mules, and went, not exactly to bed, but to
sleep.

&titmlay, Nov. 18f. -\Ve started at day-break, winding along the summit of the
ridge in a north-easterly direction, enjoying the effccts of a glorious sunrise upon the
peak. It was not until after ten o'clock that we found water, and then only in a small
hole. It sufficed, however, for our own breakfast, and to refresh our thirsty mules,
after nearly twenty-four hours' abstinence. This done, we pushed down the mountain,
starting, as we rode along, troops of black-tailed deer, which, after a stare at the
unusual intruders, bounded away into the woods. About two o'clock we reached a
narrow arm of the valley, where also we found a pool of water. The soil here, as it
had been, in fact, on the mountains we had passed over, had the strongesl appearances
of yielding gold; being strewed with small fragments of rotten quartz, slate, and
volcanic rock. The slate observed in place, on the summit, everywhere contained thin
seams of quartz, and was often curled, as if by the action of fire. No prospecting
seemed to have been attempted, probably on account of the absence of water. We
followed this ravine to the main valley, which we struck at a point about west
of Shaste Butte, and thence kept down its western side. Herds of antelopes spmng
up from time to time before us, their sentinels alarmed by the clattering of our baggage
mule, and scampered across the plain. These animals are here abundant, and we'saw
as many as a hundred at once. A couple of hours brought us'to th,e main trail from
Oregon, which we took. As the Bun sunk behind the western range, its ra.ys lingered
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:Jlollday, Nov. Sd.-The day was spent in arranging the details of the treaty. Our
exploring party united in a report to the Agent, stating the result of the journey,
and 'our belief that Scott's valley would afford the only resource for the agricultural
part of the reserve. Colonel M'Kee, upon con8ideration, accordingly decided to set
apart the lower, or northern end of the valley, for that purpose. In determining the
otber limits, it was held important to embrace, in as compact a space as possible, a.

Sunday, Nov. 2d.-The weather, fortunately, still continued fine. We returned to
camp by the trail usually travelled, a different one from our route on the previous
occasion. Like that, it pursued a long and narrow arm to a gap in the dividing ridge, '
and thence down another, leading to the ranch before mentioned, at the lower end of
Scott's valley. Wagons pass up these ravines on either side, to the foot of the
mountain, and the road could easily be made passable across. A wagon road already
exists from Oregon to Shaste Butte city, on which produce is brought in; and wagons
also reach it from the great trail to the States j but none hM, as yet, been cut to the
Sacramento valley direct. It is the opinion, however, of Mr. Kelsey and other
experienced mountaineers, that a perfectly practicable route exists over the low range
to the east of Shaste Butte. The pack trail now travelled, runs to the west of·that
mountain, between it and the land-mark known ns the" Black Butte."

We reached camp some time after dark. The distance from the town to Brown's
ranch, by the route we took to-day, is usually called sixteen miles, and to our camp
twenty-four or five.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF170

·on the "B.utte," gilding its summit, and turning the grey rock beneath to a burning
crimson. Fading away, the snow Msumed that peculiar death-like hue which nothing
else in inanimate nature resembles; and then the grey veil of dusk fell over all.
By dint of hard riding, or what to our tired mules WM such, we reached the town of
Shaste Butte city, an hour after dark.

Two of our number were already familiar ~vith every part of the valley, and
although the time allotted to us did not permit us to do more than traverse the
principal plain, we had a full view of its entire ~xtent, a:nd saw enough to satisfy us
fully, that it nowhere contained a suitable tract for" a reserve." It is utterly des,titute
of wood, except in the pine-barrens at its south-enstern extremity; and of water,
except in the ma~n stream. It affords none of the wild productions, such M acorns,
berries, &c., from which the Indians derive so large a part of their subsistence, and its
parched and barren soil would produce no substitute, ,by cultivation. On reaching
town, we found that Colone~ M'Kee had that evening addressed a large public meeting
of the citizens, on the subject of the treaty, and that they had, with great unanimity,
appointed a committee. to enforce its observance, on the part of the whites, should one
be effected.'
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tract which would ~ord sufficient hunting and fishing grounds for the expected
population, and which should leave the most valuable mineral lands to the whites.
As regarded the first object, a portion of the Klamath was essential for the fishery, and.
the northern boundary was therefore extended across it to the Oregon line, which, it
wus supposed, could not ·be far distnnt. As ref,lpects the lntter, it was believed that,
with the exception of the lower portion of Scott's river, the most valuable diggings lay
upon Humbug creek, and eastward, including the Shaste valley j and these were
therefore avoided. The earth already thrown up in the hills of Scott's valley would
be washed out in the course of the winter, and no loss would therefore ensue to the
miners there, the first ofJune being fixed as the period of occupancy. As to Scott's
bar, and the river from thence to the mouth, tlley wonld probably be exhausted in n

year j but that no real ground of complaint should be left, two years were stipulated for
working them. The details of the "reserve" in other respects, will be seen from the
accompanying map.

Into this reservation it was proposed to collect all the tribes on the Klamath, Scott's,
and Shn.ste rivers, speaking the Shaste tongue, and also those of the upper Trinity
river. A census of these was attempted, but the chiefs present were unable to proceed
in arithmetic as far as the number of souls under them. They, however, gave that of
" grounds" or villages, as follows:·-

On the Klamath, the O-de-eilah tribe, at 24 grounds.

In Shaste valley, the Iknrruck, }
Kose-tah, and 19"
Idarkl1-riuke, Itt

In Scott's Yulley, the Watsa-he-wa, and} '1 "
E-eh, at

Affordiilg a total of fifty grounds or villages, averaging, as was supposed, sixty souls
each, or three thousand in all; in addition to which the Trinity Indians, it was
cnlculated, would furnish another thousand, or perhaps fifteen hundred.

The reserve, though the only one that could be made, taking into consideration the
rights and necessities of tpe Indians, of course was unsatisfactory to some of the
miners and settlers. In fact, without sacrificing the former entirely, it was impossible
to select a district which would not interfere with the iuterests of adventurers among
the whites. Those who had taken claims with a view to permanent residence, (which
in general means a residence of one or two years, a long period in Cttlifornia,) and
cultivation of the soil', and Who had erected rude improvements thereon, naturally
viewed the selection of the agent with feelings of particular disappointment. Many
of them had purchased preemptions or claims from others at high prices, and no idea
seemed to have been entertained that the land w~uld not be open to settlement, ·and
thnt the same rights would not be granted them, IL8 had been given to the emigrants
to Oregon. At the same times. laudable spirit of acq~iescence in the neooBBity
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of the case was everywhere' shown, .and. petitions for indemnity, setting forth strongly
the unexpected hardships sustained, were confided to the Agent, for presentment to
the Indian Department or to Congress; petitions, it may not be impertinent to add,
which have strong claims on the consideration of the national legislature. The
Indians, though at first claiming the whole of the valley, appeared perfectly satisfied
with the district allotted them, and expressed their desire to set.tle upon it at once.
The promise that they should be instructed in the arts'of the whites especially
pleased them. A stipulation which was introduced, that they should deliver up all
stolen animals, produced great disgust on the part of one chief whose reputation at
home seemed to be a bad one;' but he was reconciled by the threat, on the part of
his own people, of killing him on the spot, if he declined to fulfil it, and thus
endanger the general arrangement.

In regard to the number of reservations made in California, it is to be remembered
that, so far, at least, as this portion of the State is concerned, the circumstances both
of country and population are widely different from those existing in the frontier
States of the Mississippi valley. No great neighboring hunting-grounds, covered with
buffalo and other game, offer a place of removal of the In'dians beyond interference
with the whites, and wit40ut changing their mode of life, or affecting their means of
subsistence; nor could they without horses or fire-arms obtain food there, did they
exist. Broken up into comparatively insignificant tribes, speaking distinct languages,
and varying greatly in their habits and character, the collecting them together would
be impracticable, even if natural obstacles did not interpose. But the features of
the country have 0,' greater influence upon the savage than the civilized man. The
one conquers them - the other is moulded by them; and it would prove almost a,s

impossible to reconcile the Indian of the mountain to prairie life, as to naturalize the
big-horn in the cattle pasture. These people are not nomadic. Even those without
permanent habitations have at least permanent abiding places, or a country, and their
attachment to localities is excessive. They may indeed he driven off, but they cannot
be persuaded to go voluntarily. The singularly broken character of this whole region
has tended more to render them distinct in every respect, by isolating them from
all but very unfrequent, and then hostile, intercourse with one another, and this too
prevents their being assembled in anyone district; none existing which could contain
them. So fa.r as the Klamath country is concerned, moreover, the gold alone affords
any attraction to the white man; and should this hereafter fail, it would soon be .
again abandoned to its former possessors. The true policy of the government is to'
[i.llow to our own citizens every facility, consistent with justice and humanity to the
Indian, of reaping that harvest which they alone know how to use, and by the
establishment of small_ military posts, to check collisions or encroachments, which
may endanger the safety of either. As respects those mineral lands which lie within
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the reservation, licenses to work them might hereafter be issued, subject only to such
control as the principal object would render necessary.

In the evening we were entertained with a grand peace-dance, by a party of about
fifty. Its main felttures resembled those of IllQst other performances of the kind.
The majority contented themselves with performing the part of chorus, beating time
with their feet to a monotonous chant. Two young men were the principal actors, and
kept up the exercise with great spirit. Both were slightly built, but with forms of
great perfection j clean-limbed, straight, and lithe. Two ladies also joined in; one
of them the new bride of our interpreter. This dame had, according to custom,
bewailed her virginity for the three nights past, and rivalled the coyotes in the
melancholy variety of her howls. She was an immense woman, but with a superb
figure; and her competitor, unmarried, though not so tall, was I;tlmost as robust and as
well built, according to the embonpoint order of symmetry. One of the male dancers
carried a sort of whistle in his mouth, on which he played, apparently much to his
own satisfaction. This was the only musical instrument that we noticed among them,
except a species of Bute, open at both ends, and with three finger-holes, out of which
It Klamath Indian contrived to extort a noise. In the morning, November 4th, the
treaty was explained carefully as drawn up, and the bounds of the reservation pointed
out on a l)lat. In the afternoon it was signed in the presence of a large conCOU1'8e of
whites and Indians, with grea.t forma.lity. The usual presents were then distribute,d,
nnd they sepamted in very good humor, the Klamath chief "Ishack," and his son,
remaining for the benefit of our escort home.

",.
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TIIlI1'sday, Not'. 6th.-It had been arranged that Mr. John M'Kee, Secretary to the
Commission, should remain here for the purpose of seeing to the delivery of the
property stolen by the Indians, and to exercise a temporary supervision over them.
Mr. Kelsey and Col. Woods also concluded to stay in the valley, and the balance of
the party, now reduced to Col. M'Kee, Mr. Walter M'Donald, and myself, with three
men, started about noon on onr return. We camped that night on Scott's river, at
the foot of the mountain. The next day it rained slightly, but our mules being light
we reached the crossing of the Klamath, at the Big Bottom. In passing through
Scott's bar, we had an opportunity of seeing the rapidity with which downfall, as well
as rise, can take place in this region. The town was literally deserted, and upon the
extensive dams on the river we did not see a dozen men at work. All had left for
Humbug creek or Shast.e valley! On the 8th, we made Happy camp, the rain
continuing, and the road excessively bad. Here we remained over Sunday; and on
the 10th, the weather having cleared, travelled to the further side of the mountain,
about three miles above our camp of October 14th. We had. been recommended to!
cross the Klamath near this place, and to take the eastern side for a day's journey;
thereby avoiding the passing of "Tent rock" and -the mountain beyon~ it. We
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'Wednesday, Nvv. 12th.-We started in the morning to recross the river, and passed
the baggage over in a canoe; but the mules proved troublesome, and on a second
attempt, two of them, including my riding mule, got into a deep eddy, and were
drowned. This crossing is a bad one; the water being swift, with a strong counter
current on the west side, and a mpid just below. Our principal boatman was crippled
in both legs, apparently by rheumatism, and walked 'only by the assistance of two sticks.
His wife was a hunchback, the second deformed Indian of either sex that I saw on the
Klamath. About a mile from t~e crossing we struck an old trail, and near by saw the
carcase of my unlucky saddle-mule lodged upon a bar. The accident had delayed us
till late, and the mules were so much exhausted by their stay in the water, that we
made but a short drive, camping at our old ground of a month before, near the mouth
of the Salmon.. Several of our old llcquairitances among the Indians visited us; and,
I succeeded in persuading a pretty girl, the chief's daughter, to sit for her portrait.
The likeness was sufficiently good to be recognised, though it certainly did not flaUer
the very gentle and pleasing expression of her face, or the plump graces of her figure.
The operation caused very considerable interest in the savage portion of the bystl\.lllicrs,

74 who, one and all, pronounced it " schoyeh." We found the Indians of the yillage

accordingly crossed the animals at an early hour on the 11th, the Indians ferrying
ourselves and' our baggage. The trail followed the river down for some distance, then
diverging, crossed a high ridge, and again reached the water below the bend. From
there it again pursued the course of the river, not leaving it for any great distance,
though at times ascending high. up on its banks. Although considerably shorter than
the other route, and by no means so mountainous, it wa.<J excessively rough. We
however made a rapid drive, and towards sunset reached the lower crossing, a distance
probably of sixteen miles. The river, in places, was very winding, with narrow
bottoms on the eastern side. We passed several Indian villages, mostly of two or
three houses only, and exhibiting every trace of poverty. The sun at mid-day,
notwithstanding the lateness of the season, was very warm, and the bay trees were
everywhere coming into bloom. A few butterflies were still visible, and some late
flowering plants still retained their blossoms. It should have been mentioned before,
in connection with this part of the river, that in going up we noticed frequently near
the trail, small piles of stone, generally consisting of three or four, placed upon one
another; sometimes a dozen of them in a cluster. Supposing them to have some
particular object or signification, I made particular inquiry through the interpreter, and
W08 assured to the contrary; that they were merely built for amusement by idlers.
They would naturally attract attention from a passenger by their frequency, and might
be thought to have some connection with those built by the Puys worshippers of
Russian river. The signnl-trees, before spoken of, seem, however, to be the only
monuments of the Klnmath Indian, excepting their graves.
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which had been burnt down, rebuilding their houses for the winter. The style WfiS

very substantial, the large poles requiring fiye or six men to lift. These lodges, it. .

may be mentioned, are usually dismantled in summer, when the inhabitants liye in
temporary bush huts, probably to get rid of vermin. The salmon fishing was still

- going on; but the greater part of the fish exhibited an unhealthy appearance.
A miner who joined us during part of our journey, and who had lived some time in

this neighborhood, mixing much with the Indians, described to us some of their
customs. The marriage ceremony is thus conducted. The purchase of the wife is
consummated by the payment of a certain quantity of "aliqua chick." After its
delivery, however, the parties are not allowed to come together till the expiration of
two days, during which the bride goes through the operation of the sweat-bath, the
impatience of her lover being in the meanwhile moderated by confinement to a
vegetable diet, such as acorn porridge and pinole bread. The groom, moreover, must
not dub his hair after the usual fashion, but wears it loose; -typical perhaps of his
l'tladiness to have it pulled, when occasion justifies. The season of probation closes
with a dance, and the woman is thenceforward entitled to have the tattooing on her
face extended above the corners of her mouth.

On the death of a person, the friends assemble, and raise a peculiar cry or wail,
which is caught up from one to another, and can be heard to. a great distance. The
body is always kept over one night, before interment. If the deceased was one of any
consideration, all the girls of the village unite in making baskets, to be placed round
the grave; otherwise, one only is staked down at the head, and another at the foot.
The" chick," or ready money, is placed in the owner's grave, but the bow and quiver
become the property of the nearest male relative. Chiefs only receive the honors of a
fence, surmounted with feathers, round the grave.

Their medical practice consists chiefly of pow-wows over the patient. One that my
informant witnessed was held over a young girl, and was conducted, in the first place,
by four maidens of ber own age, relieved afterward by four old women. These stood

. .

one at either shoulder and foot, and went through a series of violent gesticulations,
throwing up the arms, and stamping with the feet until exhausted, when they sat
down, and went on with them in that posture, keeping up, all the time, a low cry;'
sucking the suppoRed seat of pain till they raised blisters, and kneading the flesh of 
the patient, or rather 'victim. This performance was sustained until they frothed at
the mouth, and sank down almost insensible; the sick person meantime subsiding into
a sort of stupor, from fatigue and excitement. Whether the result waa what might
have been expected, death, or not, the relator did not know. The raising blisters by
suction of the mouth seems to be l\ favorite and common piece of surgery among them,
and we heard of whites who had submitted to it for the relief of headache, with
advantage.
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Thursday, Nov. 13th.-Colonel M'Kee and myself started from a little below camp,
in a canoe with three Indians, leaving the rest of the party to go on by the usual
route. The Klamath, for some distance below the mouth of the Salmon, runs through
a canon, taking a bend to the eastward. Rapids occurred at short distances, down
which we shot swiftly, the Indians managing the canoe with singular dexterity, by
means of a sort of half pole, half paudle. At the most dangerous, or where the water
was too SlHlllow for our load to pass safely, they made us get out and walk. Our
fellows chattered and shouted in great glee at the excitement, yelling the friendly
salutation of U Ai-ye-queh," as they passcd the different villages, and were apparently
much elated at the praises bestowed on their skill. The stoics of these woods are, in
fact, anything but the impassive beings that poetry has handed down as the sole type
of the Indian; and so far from being tearless, they can cry as naturally as a woman at
ihe death of a friend, or, it is said by those who have tried the experiment, blubber
like a school-boy at the application of a switch, or the end of a lariat.

The high banks of the river above us were clothed with the mixed growth of oak
and fir, characteristic of the Klamath country. Huge masses of slate, broken up and
inclining at every angle, here and there overhung us, while the stream was, throughout,
confined between walls, on which the water-marks indicated the swelling height of the
winter torrent, and the polished surfaces of the rocks, the terrific rapidity with which
it speeds towards the ocean. In some of these canons it is said to reach forty feet
above the usual level. An hour and a half brought us to our old camp of October
10th. We stopped to visit the several villages here, and starting again, entered the
canon below Orleans bar; finding, to our regret, and, as we passed, nearly to our
disaster, that the fish-dam at the mouth of Ocketoh creek had been washed away by a
re~ent flood. From here to Red-Cap's bar, the river is again confined between preci
pices, and broken by rapids, and, indeed, with few interruptions, such continued its char
acter to the ferry at Mr. Durkee's. We were compelled frequently to get out and follow the
bank as best we could, while our boatmen sped merrily down. Nearing the Kaiammu
fish-dam, we found that part of that also had been carried off.- We reached Durkee's
ferry about Bunset, well pleased with the exchange from mule to canoe travel, and
having accomplished about thirty miles by the course of the river. It should be
noticed, as illustrating the relations of these Indians with one another, that we had
considerable difficulty in inducing one crew to descend the whole distance with us; and
that we succeeded only by promising to set them right with the Weits-peks for
trespassing on their waters, and to prevent their stipulated reward from being taxed
for "right of way;" the international principle not being recognised by them, that
nations occupying part of the waters of a river, are entitled to the enjoyment of the
whole.

We were detained at the ferry several days, a heavy rain occurring in the mean time,
by which the river was raised with great rapidity to a height of about eight or ten
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feet above the previous level. The mountains between the Trinity and Salmon rivers
were at the same time whitened with SllOW. On the ~9th, we left Durkee's and
reached "French camp." The next night we stopped near our previous camp of
September 25th, having hnd rain all day; and the succeeding afternoon got into Union.
The latter part of the road, particularly that between Mad river and the town,
was extremely bad, the deep black soil in the redwood timber becoming an unctuous
and slipping paste in wet weat.her. After two or three days spent in Union, for the
purpose of disposing of the mule train, &c., the party having bel'm broken tip, we
proceeded to Humboldt. No opportunity, however, presented itself for leaving until
the 8th of December, when the steamer "Sea-Gull" arrived on her way to Oregon;
and as this might prove the last opportunity, we concluded to proceed in her as far, at
least, as Port Orford, hoping to meet the" Columbia" on her way down. In this we
were disappointed; and were finally compelled to go on to the Columbia river. An
accident occurring to the machinery, we did not reach Portland till the 19th; and on
the 23d, left in the Columbia for San Francisco, where we arrived December 28th,
1851; having been absent on the Expedition nearly five months. 76

PT. rll.-23
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INDIAN POPULAT10N' OF NORTH-WESTERN CALIFORNIA.

R.

721

j5
77
89
80
59

380

195
84

9,080

8,000

1,500

1,000

1,200

500

Total.

684

29
13

19
27
13
28
19

106

Obndron.

26
25
42
29
25

81
42

147

Women.

.••••..• ..•. •...•••..• t.

........................

85
29

Men.

80
25
34
23
15

127

REPORTED BY REDIOK M'KEE, U. S. AGENT.

Grand total •..............•....................... . .
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Klamath river......24}
Scott's valley....... 7 50 villages, at 60 BOuls each...... .
Shasta volley .......19

TRIBES.

Trinity Indians , t...... . .

Huta Napa, by count .
Habe Napa, ". • ..

Valley of Sonoma and Russian river, by estimate .......

Road from Fort Ross south to St. Francisco bay, by est.

Na-loh, Car-Iots-n-po .
Chow-e-chak, Che-do-chog ..
Chol-te-eu, 1rlis-a-Iah ..
Ba-cow.a, Tu-wa-nah ..
Sa-min-da, Cach-e-nah .

/-......,.---:1--,---1-....,.-:--,--1·----
Betumke, south fork of Eel river ..

On the Klamath :
'Veits-pek ..
Wah·shcr ..
Kai-petl ..
Morai-uh ..
Noht-scho .
l\leh·teh ..
Sehre.goD .
yllu-tel'l'h ..
Pec-quan............ .. 1,500
Kau·weh ..
:r.lauh.tceg .
Sche-perrh .
Oiyotl ..
Nlli.nguth ..
Shaitl ..
Ho-Plliuh ..
Rek.qua ..
Wehtl.qua .

Sahnel }
yakai............. .
P

By estimate . .omo............. .
Masu-ta-kaya ...

Clear lake and surrounding mountains " .
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ENDNOTES

Described in R. Dana's Two Years Before the Mast, and A. Robinson's
Life in California.

! t

2. This is an expression of the concept of Manifest Destiny.

3.

4.

The Kainamero (or Ga11inomero) are Southern Pomo. The dialect area
indicated by Gibbs does not agree with either that of Southern or South
western Pomo as shown by Kroeber, Handbook of the Indians of California.
Bur. Amer. Ethno1., Bull. 78, 1925 (Pl. 36). This work is cited below
as Kroeber, Handbook.

Tama1eno apparently referred to the people and Coast Miwok dialect of
the Tomales Bay region rather than Bodega Bay (cf. Kroeber, Handbook,
Fig. 22).- .-_.~'

l
J

j
1
!

5. Votive stone piles, accumulated over time by the method Gibbs describes,
are known generally for the tribes north of San Francisco Bay.

6. Gibbs gives here the Spanish orthography for the more familiar Berryessa.
The Mexican land owner of this name achieved some attention from the
Americans in 1853 because of his activities in kidnapping and selling
Indians into servitude. See R. Heizer and A. Almquist. The Other
Californians, 1970 (pp. 40-41); Executive Document No. 57, Senate, 32nd
Congress, Second session, 1853, pp. 9-11.

7. Again, an expression of Manifest Destiny.

8.

9.

Gibbs is correct in suggesting that the Clear Lake Pomo had been hard hit
by European disease and homicide. In the following paragraph he is
probably in error as to the cause of disease by smallpox since he is
referring to the 1833 epidemic of malaria, for which see S. F. Cook,
Univ. of Calif. Pub1s. in Amer. Arch. and Ethno1., Vol. 43, pp. 303-386,
1955.

This was Treaty "0" signed the next day.

,

j

1
I
I

I
i
I

f

10. Gibbs is referring here to the North-eastern or Salt Pomo near Stonyford.
Their territory is shown by Kroeber, Handbook, Pl. 36.

11. Captain N. Lyon's ruthless attack upon the Indians of Bloody Island was
officially reported by him to Major E. R. S. Canby on May 22, 1850.
Persifor Smith also reported on this incident to Captain Irvin McDonnell,
Asst. Adj. General. These reports are published in Senate Executive
Document 1, Part 2, pp. 75-83, 31st Congress, Second session, 1850.
Portions are quoted in Heizer and Almquist, The Other Californians, 1970,
pp. 27-28. Indian versions of the murder of Stone and Kelsey and the
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18. Historical archaeologists please note.
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17. Perhaps identifiable with T'uya, the name of the Big Head.spirit among the
Patwin who neighbor the Pomo to the east.

500
400
300

1,200
1,000
1,100

500

5,000Total

Sonoma and Russian River Valleys .
Clear Lake and adjacent mountains
First two valleys of south fork of Eel River
Coast, Fort Ross to San Francisco
Mountains and valleys of south and middle
forks of Eel River and Van Duzen's fork and
mouth of Eel River . • . • .
Mouth of Eel River south to Fort Ross
Humboldt Bay to mouth of Mad River . .

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

12. These are the Pomo groups signatory to Treaty "0". Using present· day
accepted spellings, Kulanapo, Habenapo, Danoxa (= Danohabe), Moalkai,
Shigom, and Shanel are Pomo tribelets. Kauguma (= Howkuma) is a village of
the Elem tribelet of Rattlesnake Island in Clear Lake. Bidamawina (= Bid
ahmarek in Gibbs and Me-dam-a-dec in the treaty) is a village of the
Habenap~ tribelet. Shotsiu, doubtfully identified with Gibbs' Chotanomanas,
is a tribelet east of Willits; this group did not sign the treaty.

Bloody Island massacre are published in California Historical Society
Quarterly, Vol. 6, No.3, pp. 266-273, 1932. See also S. A. Barrett,
Material Aspects of Pomo Culture. Bull. Milwaukee Museum, Vol. 20, Part II,
1952 (pp. 407-413) for another ~ndian version. See also J. McKee (Minutes,
p. 142).

13. If Gibbs means the entire Pomo-speaking population, his estimate is too low.
Kroeber (Handbook, p. 237) estimates the number at 8,000. J. McKee
(Minutes, pp. 139-140) tells how the population count was made.

14. Reprinted in part, in R. Heizer, The Eighteen Unratified Treaties of 1851-52
Between the United States Government and the Indians of California.
Archaeological Research Facility, 1972.

15. These Pomo groups can be identified by consulting Kroeber (Handbook, pp. 230
231) and S. A. Barrett, The Ethno-geography of the Pomo and Neighboring
Indians. U.C. PubIs. Amer. Arch. and Ethnol., Vol. 6, No.1, 1908.
R.McKee (letter dated September 12, 1851 and written at Big Bend of Eel River
and printed in Executive Document 4, 1853 (cited in Introduction), pp. 181
186) gives a fuller detailed estimate:

16. A reference to the chief god of the Kuksu religion who is associated with
thunder. See Kroeber, Handbook, index entry "Kuksu cuI til, p. 971.



19. The California laurel or bay.

20. Identified by Kroeber (Handbook, p. 230) as probably the valley in which
modern Willits stands.

21. Villages near modern Willits. A few of these can be identified with
villages shown by Barrett ~. cit. in Note 15), map 1. R. McKee (in
letter referred to above in Note 16 provides these details:

Tribe Men Women Children Total

Na-boh 30 26 19 75

Chou-e-chuck 25 25 27 77

Chor-ti-u 34 42 13 89

Ba-cow-a 23 29 28 80

Sa-mun-da 15 25 19 2.L
127 147 106 380

22. For the odd and still unexplained absence of the dog among certain Indian
groups in Central California, see A. L. Kroeber, Salt, Dogs, and Tobacco.
Univ. Calif. Anthropological Records, Vol. 6, No.1, 1941.

23. R. McKee (letter referred to in Introduction and Notes 13 and 22,
speaking of Ba-tim-da-kiah Valley, notes that there were here two princi
pal chiefs, Lum-ka and Com-a-cho-ka, whose "rancherias were reported to
contain 153 men, 200 women, and 144 children == 497."

24. The expedition is now in Yuki territory, The story of cutting the tongue
may refer to a special ritual for initiating boys into manhood where,
among other happenings, an obsidian blade is thrust down the throat of
the children to cause bleeding (Kroeber, Handbook, p, 193).

25. Probably by this time the expedition has passed north of Yuki territory
and is now among the Athabascan-speaking Wailaki,

26. It is clear from a later note in Gibbs' journal (p. 142) that this is the
Yurok type of canoe, On eel-traps see A. L, Kroeber and S. A. Barrett,
Fishing Among the Indians of Northwestern California,' Univ, Calif.
Anthrop. Records, Vol, 21, No.1, 1960, pp. 70-72,

27, Gibbs is correct in recognizing that the Chinook jargon had some currency
in northwestern California in 1851, but it is doubtful that HBC trappers
introduced it here, It is more likely that Indians from further north,
accompanying white gold seekers, were the. bearers of the jargon.
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28. Gibbs' statement that wives in which a husband had lost interest were
killed is to be doubted. To have done so would incur a financial indem
nity as well as a possible blood feud.

29. "This inter-village antipathy, at least for the Wiyot, is not otherwise
reported. Possibly it is something which was of recent development due to
the presence of whites. For the Wiyot towns 'on lower Eel River see G.
Nomland and A. L. Kroeber, Wiyot Towns. Univ. Calif. PubIs. Amer. Arch.
and Ethnol., Vol. 35, NQ. 5, 1936.

30. This instance illustrates one of the many imperfections in the effort to
make treaty arrangements with the California Indians. (Cf. Heizer, £E. cit.
in Note 14).

31. Correctly, "Laura Virginia".

32. Humboldt Bay, of course, had been entered before 1850. See a.c. Coy,
The Humboldt Bay Region, 1850-1875. Calif. State Hist. Assln., Los
Angeles, 1929 (Pl. opp. p. 29 of Winship's 'chart of Humboldt Bay, 1806).

33. On this, and the preceding Indian names, see Kroeber, Handbook, pp. 14, 112;
L. L. Loud, Ethno-geography and Archaeology of the Wiyot Territory. Univ.
Calif. Pub1s. Amer. Arch. and Ethno1., Vol. 14, No.3, 1918 (p. 289).

34. These were the Chi1ula tribe.

35. For a discussion of number of villages and population of the river Yurok
see Kroeber, Handbook, PP. 16-19, Fig. 1.

36. These names are given in their correct order, proceeding downstream from
Weitchpec to Requa. Compare with Kroeber (Handbook, Fig. 1) who shows
many more villages than those listed by Gibbs.

37. For their locations see Kroeber, Handbook, Fig. 2.

38. That is, by whites.

39. These are Hupa villages on Trinity River. Gibbs gives here the Yurok names
of these towns (d. Kroeber, Handbook, p. 129). For the Hupa names and
village locations see p. E. Goddard, Life and Culture of the Huea. Univ.
Calif. Pub1s. Amer. Arch. and Ethnol., Vol. 1, No~ 1, 1903 (map opp. p. 88).

40. That is, Chilu1a. For their territory and villages see Kroeber, Handbook,
Fig. 13.

41. Kroeber (Handbook, P. 138) reconstructs these names as Cherhkwer, Otepet1,
Ono, Opau, and Rotso. Their locations are not known, these being the Yurok
names of Chilula towns.
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42. While this may have been reported to Gibbs by the Yurok, it seems more
probable that the round entryway is so made in order to be able to close
it for privacy and to conserve heat.

43. Excellent drawings of Yurok plank
Gibbs describes them are shown in
Ed. by G. W. Read and R. Gaines.

houses and graves depicted exactly as
J. Goldsborough Bruff, Gold Rush.
Columbia Univ. Press, 1949.

44. Kroeber (Handbook, p. 67) describes the Yurok Uma'a as "people who have
learned or bought a mysterious thing", and also as the charms themselves
which are used to destroy persons who are hated or feared by their .
possessors.

45. Such dresses are shown by P. E. Goddard ~. cit., Note 40), PIs. 5, 7.

46. Kroeber (Handbook, p. 77) specifically states that the Yurok did not
pierce the nasal septum during life, and that this was done only at the
time of burial.

47. Rather than grass, the native iris (Iris macrosiphon).

48. Gibbs sensitively perceived some of the distinctive features of Yurok
personality. Compare with Kroeber's $andbook, Chaps. I, 2) assessment.
See also A. L. Kroeber, Yurok National Character. Univ. Calif. PubIs.
in Amer. Arch. and Ethno1., Vol. 47, pp. 236-240, 1959.

49. In time, but not until a long 13 years after Gibbs wrote this, the Hoopa
Reservation was established. See O. C. Coy, The Humboldt Bay Region,
1850-1875. Los Angeles, 1929 (pp. 192-195); Report of the Commissioner
for Indian Affairs for 1864, pp. 137-139.

50. This position is completely consistent with the native view of legal
responsibility. The whites had burned certain villages of the Yurok,
and in order for good relations to be re-established they must pay
indemnity. For the Indian view of settling such problems see Kroeber
(Handbook), pp. 20-22, 49-52.

51. In Indian terms the McKee party acknowledged their whites' liability
and paid indemnity in conformity with native custom.

52. For the various fish~dams in northwestern California see Kreober and
Barrett, £E. cit. in Note 27.

53. Dams or weirs w~ich completely closed the stream to fish ascending to
spawn could have been effective in preventing salmon from proceeding
further upstream than the dam and thus denying others from partaking in
the run. The Kepe1 dam on Klamath River (Kroeber, Handbook, pp. 58-60)



was torn down after ten days of operation, not because it was in
efficient, but because tribes upstream (Hupa, Karok and Shasta) would
insist on their share of the salmon run.

54. For the methods of gold mining and miners' society in the "Northern Mines"
see M. E. Wilbur, A Frenchman in the Gold Rush. California Historical
Society, Spec. Pub1. No.2, 1927; O. C. Coy, In the Diggings in 'Forty-Nine.
Calif. State Hist. Ass'n., Los Angeles, 1948.

55. It seems that this is Opegoi, the Yurok name for the lowermost Karok
village on the Klamath. The Karok name was Wopum 9r Wupam. At least in
the region of tribal borders (Yurok-Hupa, Yurok-Karok) most people were
bilingual; often trilingual. See Kroeber, Handbook, p. 99 and A. L.
Kroeber, Karok Towns. Univ. Ca lii. Pub1s. Amer. Arch. and Ethnol" Vol, 35,
No.4, 1936.

56. This is an interesting case study of Karok law. If an Indian had stolen
the gun from another Indian it would have been a matter between two persons.
But with the whites as one party and the Indians as the other, Red Cap
imposed a general levy to settle the collective responsibility, something
that would surely not have been done in the days before the whites were
present in numbers. "Waugie chick" means woge (white man) tsik (money --
in Indian meaning, shells of Dentalium but in white man's terms, silver
coin).

57. More correctly, Oketur, the Yurok name for the Karok village named
Chamikininich (Kroeber, Handbook, p.. 99).

58. Tachanak, the next Karok village upstream from Oketur (Kroeber Handbook,
p. 99).

59. A Karok village at the mouth of the Salmon River was named by the Karok
Ashapipmam; by the Yurok, Kworatem. A derivative, Quoratean, was earlier
used as a label for the ~rok language (Kroeber, Handbook, p. 100).

60. Gibbs' statement sounds like it was based on direct report, but to my
knowledge it is not verified by ethnographers. It is more probable that
these are trees from which were trimmed limbs used in sweathouses (cf.
Kroeber (Handbook, pp. 41, 81) speaking of the Yurok).

61, Gibbs is wholly correct in this statement of directional terms.

62. By Quoratean Gibbs means the Karok. Gibbs' estimate of population is too
low. Kroeber (Handbook, p. 101) figured their numbers at 1,500, but later
(op. cit., Note 56, pp. 34-35) raises this to 1,900.

63. The causes for abandoning a village are of interest to archaeologists. This
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cause is also said to have operated with the Yurok. See R. F. Heizer,
Village Shifts and Tribal Spreads in California. Southwest Museum
Masterkey, Vol. 36, pp. 60-67, 1962.

~ 64. For the rather unusual beliefs about dogs in this area see A. L. Kroeber
Salt, Dogs and Tobacco. Univ. Calif. Anthrop. Records, Vol. 6, No.1,

·1941.

65. According to Kreober (~p. cit., Note 56, p. 30). This would have been
the Karok village of Apaka'i'pan.

66. Murderer's Bar was better known as Happy Camp.

67. On this matter of the Oregon Shasta see R. F. Heizer and T. R. Hester,
Shasta Villages and Territory. Archaeological Research Facility,
Contribution No.9, pp. 119-158, 1970.

68. The young Indian probably was merely exercising deliberate caution in
informing the whites about the details of where his people were settled.

69. There may be some connection between the Yurok idea that the waters of
the Klamath River are "poisonous" (Kroeber, Handbook, p. 69), and the
dead salmon which, after the spawning run, contaminate it.

70. Gibbs here anticipates the objections which were later raised to rati
fication of the treaties.

71. Here is ~ remark which states a recurring moral dilemma of the federal
government of the United States: whether to act with justice and honest
fair-dealing in terms of what is obviously the true situation regardless
of consequences, or to equivocate, rationalize, and bend to the
pressures applied by special-interest groups, whether these be the 1849-50
gold miners with their claims established through "mining camp law"
(C. H. Shinn, Mining Camps: a Study in Frontier Government. A. Knopf,
1948), or would-be gold miners who decided in California to establish
farms rather than follow mining; or, to bring us more up to date, whether
in 1972 it be the Nixon administration, in preparation for its continuance
for another quadrennium in power, making its "heroic" (and quite public)
attempt to achieve an end to the Indochina war. The "lesson of history"
seems not to have been learned by the American public, and that is one of
the reasons why this reprinting of Gibbs' journal seems justified.

72. For the ethnographically documented Shasta villages,. ("grounds") and sub
groups see R. Heizer and T. Hester, Shasta Villages and Territory. Arch.
Research Facility, Contribution No.9, pp. 119-158, 1970.

73. This was Treaty "R". For its provisions see reference in Note 14.
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Comparing large things to small, it was an. event of "great formality"

of the same order as Chamberlain's meeting with Hitler in Munich which
promised "peace in our time", amd since then any number of other diplo
matic encounters which promised much but yielded nothing. The good faith
of the Treaty Commissioner, R. McKee, and of the natives being treated
with is not to be questioned. But since neither the California Indians
nor McKee were running the federal government, each was a party to an
agreement which could be honored (i.e. observed) only by third agents who
were so completely removed in space and understanding (call it relativism)
that they found it easy to ignore the moral responsibility,

In mid-l972, one is struck by the century-old parallel to the treat
ment of California Indians of the callous indifference of the American
public, U.S. Congress, the U.S. Defense Department, and the U.S. Executive
Department to the brutal infliction of death via B52 bombers on the Indo
china population. What is similar in 1972 to 1850 (ignoring the exponential
improvement of explosives and delivery systems) is that the U.S. government,
either directly through the Army or Navy, or indirectly through its various
trade, security-intelligence, and other agencies, still deals with non
American peoples as though they were populations of non-persons.

It is possible, I believe, that the brutalization of the American
people is something historically engendered, and important among the
earlier shaping influences is that of the public attitude and treatment
accorded to the native Americans since first settlement by Europeans on
the east coast.

74. Yu·rok for "good" •.

75. I do not recall reading any ethnographic account of Yurok curing by a group
of female doctors or shamans which seems to be what Gibbs is reporting.

76. Redick McKee, who left his son, John, in Scott Valley .to clean up certain
details of Indian relations, recorded the events of the expedition from
November 6, 1851, when the party started its return from Scott Valley,
until its arrival in San Francisco on December 29, 1851. His closing words,
no doubt intended to be encouraging and prophetic, refer to the journey
whose "results will, I hope, promote the interest of the Indian tribes
visited, the peace and prosperity of the State, and tend to carry out the
benevolent policy of our government." Because of the refusal of the U.S.
Senate on July 8, 1852 to ratify the eighteen treaties entered into with
various California Indian groups, his prophecy came to nothing.
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