
Pl;.,t.t S t .  Jo.:n 
5552 $;;ylz.ne: Baul .zvard ,  S u i  ti; A 
S a n i a  l i o sa ,  C a l i f o r n i a  951403 

Dear M r .  S t .  Jol in;  

U1;on d i r e c t o n  froin t h e  L.P.A. t o  t n e  S t i . t e  blister Board t h e  F l a t t o l e  
R i v e r  Iias been d e s i g n a t e d  as i i i ; ~ ; a i r e d  tioj;:; f'3r sedi rnent  and t e m p e r a t u r e  
c o n s i d e r a t i ~ n s .  I t  i s  sugeesLea  t!lat tliis irii@air:jient ilas rlac a nega-  
t i v e  imi,act  on t!ie b e n e f i c i a l  i i ses  of' t i le  s t r e a m  and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  
n a a e l y  t h e  i i a b i t a t  f o r  ou.r anadr~o,nous  s z 1 ; ~ i o n o i d  I'i:;l.~e.ries. Tile i m p l i -  
c a t i o n  be ing  t i :a t  l a n u  mariaLerr,ent i . . rac ' i i ces  have  e x a c e r b a t e d  tr-is i r t l -  

pair tnei i t  . 
I t  i s  o u r  ~ e l i e f  t h a t  e v i d e n c e  gst: . ;ered t o  su&j+or t  t h i s  i m p h i r e d  

d e s i g n a t i o n  i s  i n  p a r t  a n e c d o t a l ,  inc~: : i l ; le tc; . ,  o u t d a t e u ,  and i n a c c u r a t e .  
Dur ing  Deceln'aer o f  la>): and a k a i n  i n  December o f  1964, o u r  w a t e r -  

s h e d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n o r d i n a t e  a~noun t i ;  of'  r a i n f a l l .  The r e s u l t i l l ; ,  s l i d e  
a c t i v i t i e s  and f l o o d i n g  s c o u r e d  s t rea:nbani is  and  d e p o s i t e d  g r e a t  quan t -  
t i t i e s  o f  d e b r i  and seciiitlent i n  o u r  s t r ea jnbeds .  ( s e e  e x h i b i t  A ) .  
These  y e a r s ,  1950 t a r o u g h  t l ie  1 9 6 2 ' s  were a l s o  y e a r s  iviien e x t e n s i v e  
l o l ; t i n g  and road-building tool< place i n  t h e  M a t t o l e .  H o w  inucil o f  
t n e  s l i d e  a c t i v i t y ,  d e b r i  and secrirnent d e g o s i t s  a r e  t o  be z t t r i b u t e d  
t o  i l l - ~ - l l n c e u  or,  ill ca.r.ed x'or r o a d s  used  for t i l e  t irn 'ber harvcsLlin5 
o r  t h a t  t irne i s  h a r d  i f  n o t  i r i i ,  o s s i b l e  t o  q u z n t i f ' y .  C u r r e n t  s t r i n -  
, en t  f o r e s t  ! j r*nc . t ice  r u l e s  i n s u r e  t r l z t  t i i nbe r  :lal-,ves.t:itig a c t i v i t i e s  
w i l l  n o t  p l a y  a  ma jo r  r o l e  i n  s u c h  e-:;ents a ~ a - i n .  

I t  i s  our. con-ter i - t ion t h o  t c u t n s  i r o i . i l i c  ever1 ts r e s u l  t i n s  i n  & r e 2  t  
s e d i n e n t  c e ; , o s i t s  t i re  n o t  a neil; i.~iei~omerl.,n f o r  t n e  M s t t o l e  ( E x h i b i t  B) 
I n  t i l e  c o n t e x t  o f  t irne x,eriia2s Lhis  -tiatcr.s:ied was riot as al ' f 'ec  Led o r  
ii-fiL;airt:d d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i ~ l f  cei1tur.j; 2s been s u u g e s t e d ;  im;?:_?;ine 
&UCi l  I-.,l , i n f a l l  clients a i u  s a t ~ i s a t i o n  o f  'the s o i l  c o u p l e d  l j l i i t i i  a :najor, 
ebr t i lquake!  

Whtit i s  a,f iazin& i s  t f ie  snrjrtL j , e r i ad  o f  Liine t:ljt i t  j.s t a k i n i j  t i l e  
~ v ~ : t ; ~ r s n e c i  t o  h e a l  ora r e t u r n  ts trle nort; ialacy t h a t  we p e r c e i v e  i t  s h o u l d  
be i l l ,  Sedimeii t  de1,osi ts a r e  m i g r a t i n ,  do\'ins t reani ,  i i i l l s l o p e  vege-  
t a t i o n  i s  i n c r e a s i n g ,  o l d  s l i ~ e s  & r e  h e a l i n e  and r i p a r i a n  -ble&et.-; ,, t i o n /  
c;cnoky i s  r,e, ,rowi:i ,  L ( s e e  e x i l i o i t s  C,D,E).  Soiile o f  o u r  s t r e a i a s  a r e  
now f a i r l y  teei!iin& w i t h  anadrorfiouu i'isil. I11 saxe areas, s i i i c c  f i 1 . e  
nuvi d o e s n ' t  &1-2.y i t s  i l i s t o r s i c  r o l e  in t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  b a l a n c e  o f  o u r  
l andsca i ; e ,  we & r e  a c t u ~ l l y  e x y e r i e n c i n t  n n e t  10s:; o f  o u r  n a t i v e  
; ; r a s s l a n u s ,  ( s e e  e x h i  b i t s  EtF) . 'l'he f u l l  i~l;;,ac t  o f  tilis r o l e  (o r .   lac^ o f  
o f  i t )  on u u r  environrilent )we : i ~ : \ : e  flat yc;L f u l l y  coii;t: Lo under . s tund  
or. ~ 1 , 2 r e c i a t e .  

Marlkina zeeiii:;; t o  llavc a n  iirli!ul:.;-i-ve need  t o  l t L ' i : i l 1  lio t h e r  n a t u r e  
v ~ i  tiiou t t r u l y  u n c l e r ~ t a n d i n ~ ,  t i l e  i i ? . , a c  t s  o f  t h e i r  :neddLlinG. Retr~einber 
tile ! : : i s s~ i i ( j eu  l t c l e s r i i l ,  t:ie s t ~ . e a , : ; s  0 f dbstac.i.es11 ;;,erii7ij i n  t ! ~ e  601 s 

I .- -, & Garge? Thou::,a::c?s o f  d o l l a r s  ;,Ite s;,ent e v e r y  y e s r  encourLeo ~y 1'1 SL, 

011 1 , c s t o r ' a t l o n  !;ior.!i t h = L t  'JjZslii.:; d o ~ ; f n s t r c ~ ; : ~  t i le  filas-l; :.:igil 3a t c . r  9." 
t i l e  y e a r .  In t i le  meantil:ie, ~l;:Lurc is c.oj.ni, i t  s own : . e ~ t ~ r . ; : t i o ~ ~  .i.';ork 
t L J t ~  it' L: 3;!i:lL sc:iy;dille. 



s c  t  in,-, G,, 3,ll a r t i f i c i a l  'III.:I)L s c i l b d u l e  \\!ill ilnve l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on 
n a t u r e '  fi -i;i:!:e-t~.-i\ie. Tile ss..lljloil 2r.e r e t u r n i n : .  ti, tile K a t t o l e ,  t i l e  

0 

1;dater.siied i s  r e c o v e r i n g ,  as<. t l l z se  t r i in"s  a.re i l apgen i i lg  i i l  s 2 i t e  o f  
mant:-; : ; i i s , ~ i . d e d .  V rLel>, ,  l l o t  .uec,:u;;c o f '  i.t. 'j:'ilroiaiin,, ::lt;i.u u . u l ~ ; s  culd 

... " - 2  . , a ~ ~ , ~ n z ,  ;..t IL :Y~~o\ ' I I~~~I ' s  ~ ; o ; l ' t  ;10:j._ . t i l ~  I . ~ C Q T J ~ ~ Y  ;.,l.oce:,c;. 1.i; liiciy 
f o r c e  a pl-i)~,,el.  of l&ndi;y,jners ,:, i ; l c f , t ; s e  u ' l ; i J_ i ;<a . t ion  oi' t l i e  r . e s o , ~ r c c s  
"11 t i ie l l .  l a n d  i r i  o r d e r  ti. mcsl; 'T]v!CL requii-.e;i;eil.ts. 

;'ie b e l i e v e  -i;k.e A I t!j.;tL- LC L ~ ] - e  i l e c ~ l s  bc t:, .-2.; of;' 
L....L .- tAle 3~23- (6) i ; : ~ ~ , ~ . j r z d  

1 -: 
~isi;i:i;; . 
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