
CHUM SALMON OBSERVATIONS IN FOUR 
NORTH COAST STREAMS 

The reported occurrence of chum salmon, Oncur11 y)~cll.tls ketn 
baum),  in California waters is uncomnion. They hitve been taken fro,,, 
tlie S a n  Lorenzo River, San ta  Cruz County (Scofield, 1916), atid 
occasionally seen in the IClamath River (Snyder. 1931). A minor run 
has been reported in the Sacranlento River (Halloclr and  Fry ,  1967) 
A single chum was caught in the ocean off Del Mar in 1955 by 
purse seiner Sailit Lonis (itIessersn~ith, 1965) and  a troll caught speci- 
men ~ v a s  landed a t  Bodega Bay in 1966 (Wi ld ,  1967). 

On September 13, 1973, a 69.9 cln (27.5 i n r h j  F L  gravid €emair 
chum salnion was captured dur ing  salmon trapping operations in 
Freshwater Creek, 11 Hunlboldt Bay t r ibutary.  This fish was taken to 
the California Department  of Fish and  Game's Eureka field office find 
positively identified by L. B. Boydstun a n d  .John R. Robinson of tilr 
Department 's  Anadromous Fisheries Hr;~ncll. 

The  capture of this fish prontpted inquiries regarding tlie occurrellcr 
of chuln salmon in other  north coast streams. As a result, ullpublisllpd 
reports of their  presence in three more s t reams were brought to light. 

I n  December of 1951, 1o;lu chutn salnion were observed on two oc. 
casions in tlie Alad River  drainaye, Humboldt  County (Elton D. Bailey 
and Leroy T. Mongold, pers. comn~.) .  The first was seen Deceniber 13 
in Canyon Creek 91 nt (100 ~ a r d s )  above its conflu~nce with Mad 
Rirer  a n d  26.5 kni (16.5 miles) f rom the ocean. Tlie serond was ob. 
served December 19 in the N o r t l ~  F o r k  Mad River 3.2 Iim ( 2  miles) 
above its confluence with the niain stem ancl 20.9 lin1 (13 miles) froni 
the ocean. This  fish was captured a n d  found to he il neilrly spent fp-  

male 70.5 en1 (27.75 inches) long, FIJ. 
I n  la te  November 1970, a n  unidentified angler caught a male chunl ! sahnon in spawning condition about 11.2 knl (7  miles) itbove tidewater . 

I in the Smith River. A pllotograpl~ of this fish is on file in the Depart- 
ment's Eureka  field office. Tlie photograph was taken by L a r r y  Lam- 

e .  . . . mers, Route 1, Box 420, Crescent City, in the presenc"e of Warden Al. 
bert. L. Clinton, a t  Saxton's Tackle Shop. Mr. S a x t o i ~ ,  the proprietor 

f;  of the shop, said, "Two other callurn salmon were caught in the  Sniith 
Ri re r  t h a t  year  bu t  the  anglers were never identified". r 
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RANGE EXTENSION OF THE CHINA ROCKFISH 
On 24 Xvpternber ]!I52 Vr~c.c.i f o t ~ ~ l d  ;I ( j l~i l l i l  roc*kfish, Se6a.stes ncbu- 

losu, 289 nlln st,, in ;1 trilsh cilll of filleted rockfisll ciircasses aboard 
the p a r t y  boat (Ilri?la C b i p y r .  Skipper  .Jon IVilrd s tated that t h e  
speclnlen was caught by hook arid l i ~ t c  near Ci~stlc Hock, San  Miguel 
island (lat.  :34O03'1\', long. 12O026'1i') in 20 fnl of water. Alr. IVard 
rpmembercld having seen about 1 0  Cllina rockfish caught  in the same 

Recausc. the fish 11ild been filleted, we could not determine its 
,veigIlt. Ho~vever ,  except fo r  the lateral muscllIature, most. of the fish 
,yas intact. This  :~llo\ved us  to make it posi t ive idcntific.;ttion and  length 
meas~r?lllt?llt~. 

previously, the  soutllern~nost ( I h i ~ ~ a  rotrlifisli rcportcd carne fro111 
~iab10 Core, where five were taken ( H u r p e  and Scliultz 1973). The 
Sari Afiguel spre in~en  rc.presents a rilllge ex tens io~l  of about 70 miles. 
It was deposited a t  1 hr C;llifornia Academy o f  8cienc:es. 
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Redwood Creek, Humboldt County 

(Fie ld  Note) 

Tributary t o :  Pacif ic  Ocean 

Date of Survey: April  23, 24, 25, 1973 

Purpose of Survey: Obtain needed information on candlefish Thaleichthys 
pacif icus  from mouth t o  upstream end of Redwood 
National Park boundary. 

frIethod of Survey: Observations and photography. 

Equipment Used: Camera 

Surveyors : 

Observations: 

Don La Faunce, Dave Rogers, Len Rudder 

On April 19, 1973 word reached Fish and Game, Eureka 
t h a t  candlefish were running i n  Redwood Creek and t h a t  
a commercial fisherman had made a 2500 l b .  del ivery t o  
one of t h e  l o c a l  f i s h  processors. On Apri l  23, La Faunce 
and Rogers observed t h e  f i shery  and took p ic tu res  in the  
v i c in i t y  of Orick and downstream t o  t h e  mouth. The f i s h  
were running i n  such numbers t h a t  can only be described 
a s  "mill ionsv.  

On April  24 and 25 the  run was slowing down and grea t  
numbers of f i s h  were seen d r i f t i ng  downstream. 

An attempt was made t o  determine t h e  upstream limits of 
t h e i r  migration. They were found t o  be passing Tom 
lvIcDonald Creek, a t r i bu t a ry  12.5 miles above t h e  mouth, 
in great ly  reduced numbers. They were not observed k.O 
miles f a r t he r  upstream and it was assumed t h a t  they 
probably got as f a r  as Bridge Creek, 15  miles f romthe  
ocean. 

The bulk of t he  spor t  f i shery  was occurring immediately 
below the  mouth of P r a i r i e  Creek, along t he  levee. 
Anglers reported a male t o  female r a t i o  on t he  order of 
100:l and a l l  of t he  f i s h  were a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  spent. 
Fish caught near t he  mouth of Redwood Creek comprised 
about 4 females and were a l l  ripe. 

None of t h e  f i s h  were observed in t h e  tributaries. 

The l a s t  large  run of candlefish i n  Redwood Creek 
occurred in 1967. 

Written by: Dave Rogers 

DR : vmc 
5-1-73 



. F i e l d  Note - Redwood Creek, Humboldt County (Orick) 

Se in ing  ope ra t ions  were conducted on Redwood Creek on October 29th and 

30th, 1963. The ob jec t ive  of these  opera t ions  was t o  n e t  king salmon 

f o r  t h e  Humboldt County Hatchery ( P r a i r i e  Creek ~ a t c h e r y ) ,  The n e t t e d  

f i s h  (Ks) were then taken t o  t he  ha tchery  and he ld  f o r  spawning. All 

n e t t i n g  was conducted by use of a 300 f t .  beach seine.  I n  add i t i on ,  

an  Ad marked  ad River)  s i l v e r  salmon male was observed i n  the ca t ch  

o f  two fishermen. 

F i r s t  Haul 

Spec ies  Number Est .  Length o r  V i ~ g h t  Remarks 

King Salmon 2 

S i l v e r  Salmon 5 

Coast Cu t th roa t  1 

Stee lhead  1 

Sucker 1 9  

King Salmon 1 

S i l v e r  Salmon 3 

Steelhead 5 
Sucker 6 

1 0  - 14 l b s .  unmarked male 
& female 

8 - 15 lbs .  3 unmarked 
2 marked Ad - 
Mad River  F ish  

12" 

12" 

1 0  - 14 in .  

second Haul 

18" 

8 - 15 Ibs .  

unmarked fl jacklt 

1 marked Ad 
2 unmarked 


