


TlIE AMERICAS RIVER. 

The Ainerican is a sliallow. ~nudtly stre:lili and enlptics into the Sac- 
rillilc~~to ;it Sacrainento City. But few fish arc found in t.he lowcr part of 
tlic. stream. Trout are fot111tl in soltie of its br:i~lcllc:s aljove the ~ ~ r i r ~ i n g  dis- 
tricts-notaLly Silver Creek and tlie liul)ico~~. T l~ i s  river, prior to placer 
nliniag, was one of the best saln~on streallis in the State. Of late years no 
salinon lrave ascended it. 

TlIE YUBA HIVEII. 

The YUIJR is a branch of the Feather River. I t  is a shallow stream, 
except during the rainy season. Considerable lnining is carried on in its 
bed and along its banks, and ita water is muddy. Trout are found in its 
headwaters above the nlining districts. 

BEAR RIVER. 

lka r  has lost all clainl to the name of river. Above the town of Wheat- 
land i t  has lost its channel and volume as a Summer strean). It never 
IVHS noted as a fish stream, although a few salinon and perch were taken 
from its waters in early days. 

THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER. 

The Snn Joaquin, once a noted salmon stream ; of late years few salinon 
have been taken in its waters. The principal cause of abandonment is 
the great number of dams upon its various branches, which are so con- 
structed as not to allow the fish to reach their spawning grounds. Saln~on 
and other varieties of fish are taken in considerable quantities near the 
moutl~ of the river. blost of the fishing in this stream is done below the 
city of Stockton. 

THE TUOLUblNE RIVER. 

The Tuolumne, a branch of the San Joaquin, a t  one time was one of the 
best salmon strealus in the State. Salinon have not ascended the strean1 
for mile  years. 

THE STANISLAUS RIVER. 

\\'hat has been said of the Tuolunlne is true of the Stanislaus. Occa- 
sioilally a salmon may be seen trying to get over one of ite numerous dams. 

COAST RI\'EHS AND CREEKS. 

Snlith River, in the county of Del Morte, with its north and ~011th forks, 
make8 a large stream. I t  has a regular run of salnlon and is also well 
stocked with salmon and brook trout. 

The i~ex t  stre:lni solit11 of the Sillit11 of an consequellee is the Klnmatl~. 
This is an excellent salrno~l strean), ilot fislmel however, to any grcat extent. 
The t i~ne is close a t  hand when i t  will have its share of fishing camps 
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Redwood Creek and hlnd River are not ~nucli fished, not~\~itI~sti lntl i~~g 7 

tlie fact that salnlo~l and trout abound in the~n. 6 

Eel, one of tlie principal rivers running through Humboldt Coui~ty. isea 
large streal11 and has many fishing c:inlps up011 its banks, in which Ii~rge 
cluaiitities of s:illl~on tire saltccl an~~uiilly. 

hlattole ltiver a i d  Cavper Creek are coi~lparati\.cly sillall streanls. They 
are well stocked with fish. 

A great many salmon are taken in Little River and shipped to San Fran- 
cisco, where they are known as coast salinon. 

I The sai~ie call be said of the Navarro River in 3Iendocino County. 
Russian, the longest river running through Sono~na County, is a good 

fish stream. There are several calnps upon its banks near its mouth, anct 
vast quantities of fish are taken in its waters. Its best fish is the sal~non, 
perch, pike, and chub. 

San Lorenzo, Benito, and Sgue l  Creeks, are about the only streams of 
any consequence in S a n b  Cruz County. Several sinaller streams enlpty 
into hlontere Bay. At tiines salmon run in them, but never in great 
quantities. $heat are the most southerly streams entered by saln,ol~, being 
between latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty-seven degrees north, and 
are tlie lowest salmon streanla on either the Atlantic or Pacific Coast. 

In the rivers and creeks of Monterey, San Luis Obislw, Santa Barbara, 
Ventura, 11os Angeles, and San Diego, no s:ilii~on enter to speak of, but 
salilion trout are taken in large quantities. 

ant1 canneries. 
Trinity River, owing to the debris from the placer mines in that sect.ion, 

does not anlount to lnucll as a fishing stream. The fieh will not ascend 
a stream to s awning grounds through water heavily charged, as this is, 
~ . i t h  mining i' etritue. 





\\'1ie11 the vast extent of territory includecl witllin this State is consid- 
ered, it can be reatlily u~iderstoud tlrat t l ~ e  accomplialiii~ent of this 
object is a very dilticult one, and yet ~vit l ioi~t  it t l ~ e  law wo~ild be inoper- 
ative and useless. 

\ire beg to call your attention to tlie cxllellse bills wllicll ilre hereto 
i~ttacl~ed,  :r~ltl particularly to tliosc itelus thereof which were i~icurred 
ill tlie early \\ark of the Co~li~riission ill tlie ~riatter of tllc collectio~l of 
licen~es. \\'hen i t  is considered that  that  work wag a1)solutely neces- 
s:rry for tlie purpose of establishing :L correct fonndation and system 
f ,~ r  the more perfect collectio~l of lic.enses, itlid when t l ~ e  work accoin- 
plished at  that tiwe is com1)arcct with the results as slio\vn 1)y tlrc reports 
of the License Collector for t l ~ e  year 1890, t l~ere  can he but one c o ~ ~ c l u -  
sion, and tliat is that  tlie inoney has been \\.ell expended. The Com- 
mission is 1)repared a t  the present time to tun1 over to its successors a 
Sirirly conrl)lete list of all i~idividuals i11i11 nets of i~ldivit l~~rils  wlio are 
engaged ill the avocation of fishing \\.it11 boat a ~ ~ d  net in  tlie waters of 
t l ~ i s  State, with the exception of tlie extreme soutlrern portion of the  
State, nl~icli, from lack of Ineans, we have not been able to canvass. 
.is will be seen from the amount of moneys \vhicli 11:rve 1)ccn collected 
from this soiiree, the collection of licenses is a vcry ill~portirnt ~nat ter  to 
the Comlnission. \\'e feel confident in stating that  we liave inaugurated 
t l ~ e  prolter system for the ucco~nplisl~~iicnt of tlie end \rliicli was in- 
tended, a ~ i d  that if this system is followecl otit for some length of time, 
the objecte of the law will liare bcen fully ascomplislled, ilnd the fiinds 
~ t '  the Co~nliiissio~i very ~naterially increased. In  tliis co~~ilectioil i t  ie 
proper for us to call your attention to the fact tliat the fisllit~g indnstry 
irl this State 1i:ls ~lratcri:rlly decre:iued ill cert:~in localities within thc. 
~jast two years, and this is especially so in the Sacrar~telrto and San 
.lo;~cluiti Ri\vers, altl~oi~gli, ;IS Irc~reinaftcr sliown, the si~li~~oii~canii i i ig 
i~rduatry has revived, o w i ~ ~ g  to tlie ~rnusually large run of sa l~no~t  t h i ~  
\.ear. 

'I'l~e cnllcctio~i of licenses fro111 tisllcrnlcl~ is ;r vcry dilticult 1111dertak- 
i t~g,  for the reason that illlnost the elltire fish industry of this State is 
ciirried 011 and conducted by foreigners, principally by Italians, Greeks, 
Slavoninns, and Cl~ilreue, 11;ilf of \\horn neither understa~id nor speak 
tlle Englisll l a n g l ~ i ~ g ~ .  \\'it11 tlie system already estal~lished, and which 
\ve intend to more fully perfect, we feel confident in ~ayi l ig  tl~irt our next 
report will shot\. a very material increase i r ~  the fi~tids of t l ~ e  Co~nrnissioli 
from this soorcc. 

TIIE S.4I.BIO.V KllS. 

;lii extraordi~iary increase in the saltnon run has been noticed in tlie 
Sacrainento River tliis year, and to s u c l ~  :III i ~ n i ~ s u a l  extent that  the 
several c a n ~ ~ i ~ ~ g  cstal) l isl~~~ients ulo~ig that  river, w11icl1 have remained 
c:loscd for some time past, I l i~ \~c  reope~recl tr~rd are doing a tltri\.iug husi- 
Iless. I t  is dillicult to i1seril)e tlie 1)rolwr c:ttise for tlris unusual rlill. 
Whether it i j  thc actual result of the several ~ilillions of young s a l n i o ~ ~  
deposited by the Co~nmiseion in the liead~vaters of the Sacramento atid 
the  surrounding strca~ns. within the last six years or not, we cannot say. 
It is generally supposed that  the sallnon returns from the sea, as near 
a s  pssi1)lct to tlrc I~eadwatcrs, and, it1 firct, to the exact locality where 
i t  was l~atclled. On the other Iland, tlie ruu of the prcnent seasoil is out 
of all l)roportio~~ to that of any other ~ ~ r e c e d i ~ r g  year w i t l ~ i ~ l  tlie last 
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clwude, and does not nppcar to be the natural increase from the work of 
the  Coinmissio~i ill I~atcliing and depositing these fish ill tlle streams 
twumerated. 

The report of tlre Nor\vegian Fish Co~iiii~issio~iers for the year 1SS9 
t~lakes note of this same anomaly, namely: the unusual arid enormous 
run of saln~on up their rivers during one year after several preceding 
\*ears of very inferior runs. Tliey seek to accou~it for it oil the throry 
iha t  the salmon, after leaving the fresh waters of i ts  birtIipl;~ce and 
gaining the sea, 11as no fixed or regular period, so far as t l ~ e  years are 
concerned, for retlrrning to the fresh waters, but is likely to do so a t  any 
time after ~nigrating indiscri~llinntely ill the deep waters of the ocean. 

Attaclicd to this report niid 111ac1e a part hereof is the report of the 
Superintendent of the State Hatchery a t  Siseon, California, Mr. J. A. 
Richardson, setting forth in detail the nunlber of sal~non eggs received 
from the United Statea Cfovcrnn~ent during the last two years, the num- 
ber liatcl~etl an11 planted, and where planted and distributed during the 

The s1i:ld l ) l a ~ ~ t e d  by t l ~ e  first State Conlniission, some fifteen years 
ago, have beconle one of the most plentiful of our fishes, is a staple 
rrrticle in our markets, and obtainable for less price than ill any other 
portion of our country. Such practical results fro111 tlie introduction of 
a fish hitherto unknown in our waters are very gratifying. 

This fish in our waters is equal in every particular to the same fialr 
f ,~und in it.s native haunts. I n  this counection, lio\ve~er, we would call 
:ittention to the necessity of shad being handled with great delicacy 
from the time i t  is caught until it is placed up011 the table to eat. The 
tiber of the flesh is very tender, easily bruised, and a t  olice softells and 
loses the quality of its taete by indiscriminate and improper handling. 
hlr. I3l;rckford, t h e  well-known Fish Co~nmissioner of' tlie State of New 
York, siiggests in a rece~itly published article, that the s i ~ a d  when 
caught should he packed belly upwards, and handled as careftilly aa 
ripe fruit sl~oulcl 1~ for the purpoec of trans1,ortation. 

The transl)la~rting of striped bass has b e l l  equally a s  successful a s  
tliat of the shad, and this delicious fish is now found in our waters a ~ i d  
has become a permanent source of food supply in our markets. There 
i s  an  important matter in  this connection we hcg to call yoiir attention 
to, and that  is tha t  a law should be framed for the protection and pres- 
crvation of striped t~aes. This fish seeks tlre slack waters of the rivers 
: ~ n d  bay for spawning. The young fisli remain for somu time in t l ~ e  
katers of their birthplace, and during the 1)eriod of their growth are being 
cr:tuglit in large quantities by the fisliermen, instead of being protected. 

There should be a law passed making i t  a misdemeanor to catch, take, 
o r  have in one's possession a striped bass under two pounds in weight. 

The Commission, tlirougll the courtesies of the Spring Valley \Vater- 
works, have been enabled to obtain a few black bass, which we have 
distributed, and we are a t  this time engaged in the same work. 


