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TIMELINE FOR REDWOOD CREEK RANCH HISTORY

Ca 1850 Owned by a Mr. Durkee

1859  Isaac Minor purchased Redwood Creek Ranch, called Camp
Anderson, from Mr. Durkee. Army there to curb major Indian
uprisings.

1861 Minor Hotel built

April 8, 1882 Fred S. and Mabel I. Bair purchased Redwood Creek
Ranch from Isaac Minor, 2700 acres for $10,000.

'Sept. 11, 1897 Bair converted from cattle to a sheep ranch.
Jan. 7, 1911  Minor Hotel burned

Apr. 15,1911 Fred Bair rebuilt the two story hotel. “Fred Bair built one
of the finest hotels in the mountains”

1915 Road completed through to Hoopa.

Apr. 22,1932 Mrs. J. B. U. Pon and sons, Andrew and Pierre, “Pete”,
purchased RCR from Fred Bair for $113,000. 17,359 acres (another
source said $173,000) .

Dec. 2, 1944 P.C. Merillon purchased RCR from Mrs. Pon. Rudy
Mora foreman.

Jan. 1950 G. Kelton Steele and Charles R. Barnum purchased 14,000
acre RCR.

1950 — 1999 (present) RCR has remained in Barnum family.



BIOGRAPIIES OF THE COUNTY PIONEERS.
ISAAC MINOR.

Tt is really pleasant nnil instructive to young men to read
the biggaphies of successful and prominent men.  Their exain-
ples should be imitated by all who complain of being roughly
Jundled by fortune snd natuare,

Isuue Minor isone of the many examnples, proving that even if
unsuccessful at fivst, by energy a person may attain a compe-
tency, and becomo a uscful and influential citizen,

Mr. Minor was Lorn on & farin in Fayctte County, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1830, and followed farming until of age. He left
Uniuntown, Pennsylvania, by way of New York and the Tsth-
wias, for Culifornin, the pussage consuming two onths and
ten days, owing to detention on the Isthmus. Ho reached
Sun Francisco, March 4, 1852, and like nearly everyone else at
that time, proceeded to the mines. He went to Tuolumne
County and was tolerably successful, and in December, 1853,
he came to Iinuboldt County, where he has since resided and
been actively engaged in business,  For the first six years he
enguged in packing and trading with the mines and interior
towns. He then settled on a ranch and engaged in stock-
raising until the Indian war broke ont, in 1862-3, when by
Indian raids and the war he lost all he possessed.

His loss did not dishearten him and with comnendable energy
he next located on his farm one mile from Arcata, which is rop-
resented in the sketch we have made of his property which forms
one of our largest views. ‘'The farm is cmhposcd of 140 acres
of rich bottown-land, producing wheat, onts, barley, and potn-
toes, which will average per acre, of wheat, GO hushels, oats
100, and barley 80 bushels; of potatves 100 sacks per
acre. In the view of his farm, at the side of his residence, will
be noticed the orchard of 100 apple trees, 25 cherry, 12 plum,
12 pear, ete. At the right of the view will be scen the rail-
road as it passes through his farm, and the distant timber-belt
forming a fine background. He keeps some stock on the
place, generally 100 head of cattle, 30 hogs, 30 thoroughbred
rams, and 15 horses.

He was married in 1855 to Miss H. C. Nixon, a native of
Pennsylvania. They have six children living, Theodore H.,
[enac N., David W, Mary E. Bertic A, and Jessie 1. Minor.
That fearful discase, scarlet fever, claimed six childven, Alice L.,
Florence, May, Lottie ., Maggie L., and Sarah L. Minor.

He engaged in the lumber business in 1875, in company with
N. H. Falk, aud built two steam mills near Arcata. First the
Dolly Varden and next the Jolly Giant. Both of which he
sold to Chandler, Erington & Co., of Santa Cruz. In 1881,
in company with Isaac Cullberg and James Kivk, built the

Warren Creek Mill, which has a cutting capacity of 33,000
feet per day. It is six miles from the shippiug point to which

tha Inmber is carried by the railrond owned and operated by
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ISAAC MINOR.—The president of the First National Rank of Aveata,
which institution he organized and opened for business in Cctober, 1913, is
Mr. Minor, a pioneer of December, 1833, and through all the intervening years
an associate in movements for the permanent uphuilding of Humboldt county.
Whether the clements entering into his success were innate  personal
attributes or whether in part they were gquickened by the cirenmstanee of his
carly identification with California, it wonld he impossible to determine.
Suflice it to know that he veached the success and that Humbolde county has
been the center.ofl his large enterprises. 1o him belongs the eredit for the
building of the Warren Creek standard-gauge railroad, which makes possible
a convenient connection with the Northwestern acitie Railroad,  Alsa o
him may he given eredit for the development of a granite quarry near Arcata,
a plant mining a fine quality of granite that splits like woad, but hardens
when exposed to the air. Sawmills, creameries, clectric lighting  systems,
freight vessels, timber lands and farms represent the varied eharacter of his
commercial connections il the remarkable change that has come into his
life since he arrived in Arcata, friendless, without money or influence, and in
the frontier environment of the then Uniontown, the original county seat of
Humboldt county, tovk up the task of rising out of day labor into inde-
pendence. How well he succeeded in reaching the goal of his ambitions is
a matter of common knowledge throughout the entire county, whaose resources
have heen developed under his sagacious supervision and whose opportunities
he Believes to he as great as those offered by any section of the state,

Desceuded in the third generation from Gen, Ephraim Douglas of Revo-
lutionary war fame, lsaac Minor is a son of Samuel s Louise (Keller)
Minar, natives respectively of New fersey and Penunsylvania, and during carly
married life residents ol the last-named state, where their son, whose name
introduces this article, was born on a farm April & 1830. “The wife and
mother died in the Keystone state at forty, years of age, and later the father
became a pioneer of Towa, where he spent his fast days in the home of a
daughter. During the fall of 1831 Isaae Minor came via Panama to Califoraia,
The voyage up the Pacific to San Francisco on the old ship, Monumental City,
conswmed forty-nine days and was filled with peril.  More than once the
passengers had to take turns in pumping the water out of the unseaworthy
craft. The vessel east anchor in safety, but on its next vovage was lost.
Mareh of 1852 found Me, Minar in Sacramenta, where the great fload was in
progress.  All night he worked for $1 an hour, carrying olf goods that were
being destroved by water.  In the moraing he waded out through the water
and walked to Chinese Camp in Tuolumne county, where he spent cighteen
months in prospecting and mining.  Chanee brought him to Humboldt county
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during the latter part of 1853, Being young, energetic and capable, he had
no trouble in securing work, hut his independence of spirit led him to prefer
to work in his awn int(.rcsts rather than in the interests of others,

A store at Orleans bar on the Klamath river would have brought Mr.
Minor large profit and permanent cmploymcnt had it not heen for the hostile
Indians, wha killed all of his neighbors and theeatened his life, so that after
twa years at that place he was forced to leave, T was during the sante period
of Indian hostility that he became a warm friead of Ulysses S, Grant, then a
lieutenant, who ten years later was one of the most distinguished fgures in
American military affairs and general of the entire army, but who at that
time was unknown and abscure, stationed at Fort TTumboldt to provide pro-
tection for settlers arainst the Tndians,  For seven years Mr, Minor operated
and owned a pack-train and sold goods at the mines, meanwhile meeting with
many thrilling adventures.  TTis savings were invested in a stock ranch at
Camp Anderson on Redwiound ereek and he operated the property nmtil the
savages burned bis bnildings and killed o number of his nejghbors, o guard

-against further depredations soldiers were stationed on the Minor ranch

during the winter of 1859, When the troops left conditions remained quiet
until 1863, when a further outhreak on the part of the Tndians caused M.
AMinor to leave that district and to join his family at Arcata. At the heginning
of the Indian war-he owned one thousand head of cattle and at its close he
scarcely had ane hundred left, but even more disastrous was the damage done
to buildings of his vwa and his neighbors, while the greatest disaster of all
was in the luss of life, his brother, Samuel Minor, being among the many to
fall victims to the hostility of the savages. \Vhen peace had descended upon
the valley and peaceful vacations were once more possible, he hought one
hundred wnd fnrty' acres one mile from Arcata on the battom land and there
he tived far sixteen years, meanwhile nat only Girming hat also bailding and
aperiting twa .s.uvuulla with Noab Falk as & partuner.  Next he huailt o mill
at Warren creek four miles narth of Arcata and aperated it for fifteen years
until the plant was burned to the ground.  About 1883 he built the Glendale
mill, fram which |mwcr is furnished for the Blue Lake cleetrie light system.
Abuout 1898 he built a: creamery und other buildings on his ranch six miles
noeth of Arcata and established a station which he named McKinteyville, A
corps of cmployes wasiput to wark at the creamery, stare, hotel and farm,
as well as o the (ol(.'ll(l.(lc stare wnd ‘on the broad acres of timber land,  Aboat
the heginning of - e twentieth century hie sold twenty-six thousand acres of
redwaoad land i el Norte connty for 3960000, ten thousand acres in Law-
rence ereck in lamboldt conaty for $250,000, and three thousaad acres on the
north fork of Mad river for $180,000, and the mancy received from these sales
he invested in Afteen thousand acres of sugar pine land ffteen miles from
the Yosemite valley, considered the finest tract of such land in the entire
state.  This he aflterwards sold at a goad profit. Flowever, he still retained
four thousand acres of redwoad timber, with mills for the sawing of the
lumber, as well as one-fourth interest in five ships used for carrying lumber,
and stock in the tugs used in towing vessels over thie bar. Later on he turned
the property, with mills and vessels, over (o the children, who' worked the
timber all out.  In 1914 Mr, Minor completed the Minor Theater, opposlte
the IFirst National Bank Building. [t is said to be the finest theater in the
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county, in fact as well equipped as any in the state, and he has also completed
three store buildings adjoining it. "Uhis is now the best portion of the business
section of the town.

Mr. Minor was married in Areata 1o Tannah Caroline Nixon (a sister
of William Nixon), who was born in Ifayette cuunl‘y, I'a., December 28, 1839,
and at the age of three years was taken to lowa, coming in 1852 via Panama
to California, where her marriage was solemnized December 20, 1855, ‘I'welve
children were born of the union, six of whaon grew up, as [ollows: Theadaore
H. and Isaac N., who beeame capable assistants of their father in his large
business operations, the former now an extensive oil uperator in Bakersficld,
and the latter owning the Gleixlale mill property, where he has a large dairy;
Mary E., Mrs. II. D. Pressey, of Petaluma, this state; Bertha A, Mrs. 1., D.
Graeter, of Arcata; David K., who was also an assistant of his father, but
now lives in Oakland: and Jessic Irene, Mrs, Waters, who resides in Santa
Rosa. The mother of these children passed away in 1906, and in 1908 Mr.
Minor was married to Miss Carolineg Cropley, a native of Michigan, The
Cropley family subscquently came to California and Mr. Cropley became
proprictor of the tannery in Arcata. In regard to fraternities Mr. Minor has
made no associations except with the ladependent Order of Odd Fellows,
Politically he votes with the Republican party. lMis personal qualities as a
man of sterling worth, together with his exceptional business qualifications,
have given him prominence and prestige throughout the county where, after
over sixty years of intimate identification, he is still in the forefront
of financial, agricultural, logging, quarrying and railroad affairs, a man among
men, and a citizen of whom his adopted county may well be proud.
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HUGH F. BAIR B: OH, CA1813, D: 1853
WIFE D:1853

THOMAS BAIR, B: 26 SEPT1844,MADISON CO., AK M:18761)ALICE BOYCE, B:1 JAN 1854, 1886
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D/O EDWARD B. CARR /JENNIE CARR OF FERNDALE

THOMAS EDWARD Iil, B: 1910
(F & M DIED WHEN 3 YRS. OLD)
M: MARIE MELANSON, 1930
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THOMAS BAIR. Out of a childhood dark-
ened by poverty and made lonely by thi death ot
his parents, through many struggles and in the
face of many adversitics, Mr. Bair has risen to
a position of influence and financial success. As
president of the Bank of Arcata he is recognized
among the leading financiers ot Humboldt coun-
ty, while in addition he is also classed with the
largest landed proprietors in the northern part
of the state. }gis home has been in California
since childhood. He was born in  Madison
county, Ark., September 26, 1844. When nine
years of age he lost his father, Hugh I, Bair,
who was a native of Ohio, but during much of
his life a farmer in Arkansas, dying there wt the
age of forty years. A few months later the wile
and mother passed away, leaving the nine-ycar-

- old orphan without means of livelihowd.  In

1855, when he was eleven vears of age, he
crossed the plains with an uncle, who settled in
Shasta county, Cal. However, he remained with
his uncle only a month, and then started out to
make his own livelihood. Under the employment
of a merchant, who engaged in freighting on the
Trinity river, he rode the bell horse of a mule-
packing train through the mining districts of
the mountains of northern Californiu.  Fhrough
the cxercise of the greatest cconumy, by 1803
lie had saved enough to buy a small mule train,
after which for three years he followed freiglht-
ing in Montana and Idaho,  After selling out, in
1867 he came to Arcata, Yumboldt eounty, and
became the superintendent of the packing train
owned by a merchant of this town, who also
owned several branch stores in the mining dis-
tricts. At the expiration of five years he was able
to purchase the train and soon afterward also
bought the stock of goods kept in the general
store at Fort Gaston, Hoopa TIndian reservation,
about the same time securing an appointment as

sutler from the government. He continued as
merchant and sutler at Fort Gaston for sixteen
years and owned about two hundred mules, which
were used in packing his goods from Arcata to
the fort, a distance of forty miles. They were
also used in the transportation of government
supplies and in operiding packing trains through-
out the entire northern part of the state.  When
the post was discontinued he disposed of his
various interests there,

While engaging in business at the post Mr,
Bair made his home at Areata and during this
perind he hecame interested in the organization
of the Bank of Arcata, with a capital stock of
$100,000. When the organization had been con-
summated he was made the first president of the
concern and has since heen its chief executive.
The hank does a conservative business, loaning
money on first morigages, and by the exercise nf
cattion in every invesiment protects the interests
of its depositors. Upon the organization of the
Redwood Land and Tnvestment Company of Ru-
reka, in which he bore a prominent part, he was
clected the first president and still holds the posi-
tion, the company, under his supervision, having
made large investments in redwood lands in
Flumboldt county.  Tncluded in his personal pos-
sessions are two valuable ranches on the Arcata
hottoms, near the town of that naume.

The first wife of Mr, Rair was Alice Boyce,
a native of Michigan, who left two sons, Thomas
L and Frederick, at her death. At this writing
the sons have charge of their father's large and
valuable stock ranch in H{umboldt connty, this
property aggregating about thirty thousand acres.
The present wife of Mr, Rair was Miss Mary
I, Stone, o native of Hlinois.  On the organi-
zation of White Star Todge No.o 39, K. of 1.,
Meo Bair became one of its charter members,
and has since retained association with that hody.
Though a stanch Democrat in politics, he has
never mingledd with public affairs nor consented
to hold office. He is a quiet,” reserved, con-
servative, sagacious business man, whose great-
est happiness is found in his home and in .the
management of important moneyed interests en-
trusted to his care.  Though his life has been
one of unusual activity and he has permitted hini-
sclf little or no recreation, he is still strong and
robust, with an excellent constitution and 2 stal-
wart frame.




THOMAS DBAIR.

In the beautiful village of Arcata, stands the pleasant
howmeof Mr.and Mes. Thomas Bair, and their chideen, Thomas
and Fred. Bair. The residence is finely situated and constructed
of madern style with neat yard and surroundings. It commands
many fine viows of the surrounding country and Hunboldt
Bay ; Eurekacan be scen in the distance. |

Mis. Bair was born January 1, 1854, her maiden namo was
Allie Boyso, she was married to Mr. Bair in 1870.

Mr. Bair was born September 26, 1844, ho is a Missourian
by birth, and was brought up on a farm. When nine years
old he lost both his parents, and soon after came, vic T'ruckes
route, out to California, in company with his uncle, where he
arrived at RRed Bluff in the fall of 1855,

Mr. Bair was first engaged in packing from Red Bluft to
the miney, he afterwards resided in Idaho and Montana, and
in the fall of 1867 located in Arcata where ho now resides,

Mvr. Bair is proprietor of a storo at Fort Qaston, situated on
the Klamath River, he also has a place of business in Arcata.
As he is still engaged in packing to the interior, he owns a
fine lot of pack-mules, 170 in number. It may be amusing
and interesting to our readers, to read a little description of
such a train, we will therefore give a short sketch of one.
Thero are gencrally from twenty to fifty mules in a train, it
takes about one man to ten mules, and when everything is
ready for a start it is highly amusing to see them loaded with
goods of every deacription.  Ono muleis always used for carry-
ing the cooking utensils and is called tho “kitchen mmule.”
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THOMAS BAIR--\Without doubt one of the most notably successful
residents of his section of Huambolde county is Thomas Bair, president of the
Bank of Arcata and one of the most extensive land owners in northern Cali-
fornia. s achievements are the more remarkable in view of the fact that he
commenced the struggle of life unaided, and he deserves all the good fortune
that has crowned his ciforts. A resident of the state since 1855, his carly ex-
periences here hronght him into contact with some of the most typical phases
of its pioncer days, the arduous labor of transportation before railroad and
shipping Tacilities were develaped, picturesque customs and dangerous call-
ings, most of which are now but memories and live only in the history of
olden times.  Mr. Bair's holdings of timber and agricultural lands comprise
thousands of acres and these and the hank constitute his principal interests.

Mr. Bair's father, Hugh 10 Bair, was born in Ohio and for a number of
years was engaged in farming in Arkansas, where he died when forty years
old.  This wife survived but a few manths longer and Thomas Bair was thus
fully orphaned when but nine years of age. Born September 26, 1844, in
Mudison county, Ark, he was a bay of cleven years when he crossed the
plains with his uncle, who scttled in Shasta county, Cal. Only a month later
he commenced to make his own living, hiring oot to a merchant who was
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engaged in freighting on the “I'rinity river.  His youth might have scemed a
drawback to his uscfulness, but he rode the bell horse of a mule train which
packed through the mining districts in the mountains of northern California.
Liking the work, he continued at it, and was cconomical with his carnings,
so that by 1803 he had saved cunough to buy a small mule train and for the
next three years he did freighting on his own account in Mantana and Idaho.
Selling out, he came to Arcata, Humboldt county, in 1867, and hecame super-
intendent of the packing train owned by a merchant of the town, who car-
ricd on several branch stores at various points in the mining districts, e
was thus engaged for five years, at the end of which time he had accumulated
enough to buy the train and soon afterward he also hbecame interested in
general merchandising, having purchasced the stock of goods kept in the
general store at [Fort Gaston, on the Hoopa Indian reservation. It was
about this time that he was appointed a government post trader, and for
the next sixteen years acted in that capacity and carried on a general mer-
cantile business at FFort Gaston. ITe also owned about two hundred mules,
which he used in transporting his mecchandise from Arvcata to the fact, forty
miles distant, in packing government supplies and in freighting alf over the
northern part of the state. Mr. BRair discontinued his interests at’ Fort
Gaston when the fort was abandoned.

During the time he was in business at the todian post Mr. Bair estab-
lished his home at Arcata, of which town he is still a resident. He had been
interested in founding the Dank of Arcata, which was organized with a cap-
ital of onc hundred thousand dollars, and he has been president from the
beginning, directing its affairs to the cntire satisfaction of all the stock-
holders and in such manner as to win the confidence of the towaspeople
interested in its conduct. Mr. Bair’s financial ability and judgment have been
tested in many transactions, ‘I'hough progressive, keeping thoroughly abreast
of the spirit of the times, he is conservative of the bank’s resources and
most of the loans are made on first mortgages, with the depositors’ money
protected to the utmost. Ilis success in the management of this institution
has gained him an honorable position among the best financiers of the
county and his influence in preserving high standards and encouraging sale
methods of banking has been a recognized factor in the adoption of such
measurcs as safeguard the interests of depositors and inspire their trust.

In common with most investors in Humboldt county lands Mr. Bair
has acquired interests in the redwoaod tinher region. He took a leading
part in the organization of thé Redwaood Land & Investment Company of
Eureka, was clected its first president, and continued to hold the position
for a number of years, the company under his supervision making cxtensive
investments in redwood lands in Humboldt county. His agricultural prop-
erty includes two valuable ranches on the Arcata boltoms, near the town.
Mr. Rair has always devoted hiwmself closely to the care of his business af-
fairs, and though he has always worked hard he has retained his mental and

physical vigor unimpaired.  Fe has never aspired to public honors or taken

any active part in public life, or in palitics beyond the casting of his vote,
with which he supports the Democratic party.  Of domestic habits and unas-
suming disposition, he finds his greatest pleasure, outside of work, in his
home. Mr. Dair was a charter member of North Star Lodge No. 39, Knights
of Pythias, in which he still retains his membership.

Mr. Bair married Miss Alice l'ti)ycc, who was horn in Michigan and died,

leaving two souns, Thomas H. and lUrederick. His sccond marriage was to
Mies Marv J7. Stone, a native of lllinois. Vhe sons have the management of
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FRED S. BAIR.-~"I'he proprictor of Bair's Garage in Furcka and of the
Three Cabins ranch on Mad river, where he is extensively engaged in sheep
raising, FFred S, DBair is a native son of [Humboldt county, horn at Arcata,
October 9, 1881, the son of Thomas Bair, a pioncer and man of affairs in
Humboldt county, who is represented on another page in this work, D'ri-
marily Fred S. Rair attended the public schools in Arcata and then entered
Mount Tamalpais Military Academy at San Rafael, where he was graduated
in 1901. Returning to Humbaoldt county he began rauching and since that
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time he has engaged in stock raising, making a specialty of raising sheep,
in which he has met with much suceess. The Three Cabing ranch contains
eighteen thousand acres of land in one body, located on Mad river and
Boulder creck, about forty miles from TLurcka at the junction of Butler
valley with the Korbel road. ‘T'he ranclis well watered with numerous springs
and streams, having a frontage of nine miles on Mad river, while Boulder
creek flows through the ranch from the headwaters to its mouth, where it
empties into Mad river. It is beautifully wooded with pine, redwood, tan and
white oak and other varictics of forest trees and abounds in very picturesque
scenery. The grass grows luxuriantly and besides ample range and pasture
for his flock of cight thousand hcad of sheep and -other stock, Mr. Bair
makes an abundance of hay on which to winter his stock. IHe has large and
suitable barns and other buildings and the ranch is well improved for its
purpose. Ilis flock is high grade and he sccures blue ribbon bucks from the
State IFair at Sacramento to hcad his flocks. There are also three sulphur
springs in different parts of the ranch.

For protecting his locks from bears, mountain lions, coyotes and wild
cats, Mr. UBair has a pack of splendid hounds and it is the consensus of opin-
ion that his kennel contains the fastest hounds in the state.

Aside from his extensive ranching interests Mr. Bair is also engaged
in the automobile business in Burcka. Tn 1915 he built the Bair garage, a fire-
proof structure, 63x100 feet, of reinforced concerete, on the corner of Sixth and
D streets—as fine and complete a garage as can be found in the state. It is
fully cquipped with the latest machinery, being the most complete machine
shop in the county. 1lce has the agency for the [Locomobile, Cadillac and
Oakland automobiles and the Knight & Savage tires.

‘I'he marriage of Mr. Bair occurred in Lureka, uniting him with Miss
Mabel Mitchell, also a - native of Humboldt county. Mr. and Mrs. Bair are
well and favorably known and popular among their many friends, not only in
this county, but throughout the state. ['raternally Mr. Bair is a member of
IZurcka lodge No. 652, 3. I'. Q. IE. In politics he is a Democrat. lleis a
member of the California State Automabile Association as well as the Ameri-
can Automobile Association, and prominent in all movements for the upbuild-
ing and hetterment of conditions in the county and state.
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HUMBOLDT HISTORIAN

4' ‘H father, Hugh F. Bair, dIEd
=n Thomas was nineyearsold and his

ge! in: ufsm‘lll mule pack train en-
red-i in reighting in the T'rinity River
ning-district. ‘He managed Lo save
)ugh;money from his wages to buy the
in.:For three years he operated
in ‘ineMontana and Idaho and
i ling out, he came to Humboldt
and- became head packer in
imning from Arcatato the small
vns of, northern Humbaldt.,
Af r,.hve 'years Tom purchased this
{ing He boughtthe stock of goods in the
rt Gust.on (Hoopa) Indian Reservation
re-and: at ‘the same time he secured
e.appointment as sutler from the
; ent (a sutler is a person who
18 provnsnons to. soldlers) For sixtleen
ars ‘he ‘continued as sutler and mer-
intiay ‘Hoopa, owning..200 mules,
e used in transportmg his goods

Lcked thé.government’s. suppliea over
e mountam trail by contract and it’

a"s.ﬁn’ot. ‘until the soldiers were with-
'gwn om Hoopa with Lhe close of the»

Eﬁeresu\ at l‘ ort Guston,
EOng 'of'my great-grandmuthcrs and

tion first.

isivecattle and sheep rangeson the
) . -nolulhnv Madrone’ an(l

holdmgs and later he acquired .

ot pass hnm and make it to the:. '

lenvmg Hoopa; Tom pur(.h.uxe(l‘_ -

B

Lhnrlle Moon, the Chinese ranch hand who was given protection by Tom Balr urlr

cxpulslon of the Chinese in the late 18001,

'Eon Maple_ Creek that was inherited by

Fred Bair after ‘I'om’s death, and was
later sold 1o the Wiggins in about 1929,
These ranches constituted over 70,000
acres, Valuable timber lands in hoth
northern and southern Humboldt were
also held by T'om Bair,

In 1886 Tam beenme interested in the
organization of the Bank of Areata and

“he was elected its first president, a posi-
- tion which he held for some time. {n

1913 the Savings Bank of Arcata was
organized and Tom was elected presi-

“dent of this institution also,

In 1902 he organized the Rureka
Water Company and purchased the
Wiater Works and waler rights of the
Ricks Water Company, conducting the
business until 1914 when the system was

sold to the City of Eureka. The purchase -
© price was $270,000 which was raised by

bhonding the city, ‘Tam Bair purchasing
almost the entire issue.

“In 1907 when the Fureka terald was
sold to the Fureka Herald Company,
'l‘om bccame interested in'the new com-
pany and was elected president, an
offlce he held until thesaleof the Herald

. t.o the Humboldt Standard in 1913,

He was a large shareholder and pres-

ment Cumpnny. which took a promj

-~ eontraetl.

) B

part in the sule and developme
Humbeoldt lands.

-Another of Tom's big enterprises¥
thclmildingul‘thejeuicsnttheen. :
to Humboldt Bay completed § in,
Tom and J.C. Bul) Jr, were associ
doing this work under a gov

Tom started the firststreetcars
in Bureka, begmmng with horsegri¥
cars and later going to electric tygl]&h

ile purchased most.of the Jandl
which the S8an Francisco Airpor {fi
situsnted. He moved a building
1906 World's Fair in San Frangisd
the site for a reason unknown to anyt
It stood alone for many yesd
included in this purchase wasld
sandy island just south east
port wlm.h is stlll on mnps an

one time Lhe island was far
complete dike surrounded:it.
were made from oyster shells
bt.cn dumpul there [rom

was; used by a duck hunung
‘Tom 'was a charter membe
Star l.ql:z}e No. 39, Knights ol Py



epresented here are all eight grades of the 1898 class at Canal
o School, Arcata. Not ull the numes are available. First row, left to
Qright, Margaret Griffith, Katherine Griffith, Edward Olsen,

o
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Olsen. Second row, all unknown. Third row, teacher unk
Katherine Dudal, Efizabeth Olsen, Anna Kjer, Olga Olsen,
Kjer, next three unknown.—Phota courtesy Karl Kjer

ext two unknown, Ancel Kjer, next three unknown, und Hans

Eureka Ladge No. 652 B.P.O, Klks,
% In 1876 he married Alice Boyae, who
as born January 1, 1854, They had
three sons, Hugh, Thomas Bair I1 and
red. Hugh died when he was an infant,
There is little history known about
¥ Thomas Bair 11. He graduated from
- grammar school in Arcata, later attend-
‘.‘ inganacademy ut San Rufael, Hewasin
®-charge of the Bair ranches ut Redwoad
B Creck, where he tived. He murried Bea-
R trice Cure in 1904, The Carr fnily
& migrated from lrelund to Ferndale.
B Tom and Beatrice had one son, Thomas
E Bair 111, ‘Tom Buir 1l and Beatrice
became ill with tuberculosis and moved
to Arizona, hoping that the desert air
would help. Beuatrice Carr Bair died on
April 8, 1913, at the ugre of 28. My great-
grandmather, Lillian Melanson, remem-
C bers her as heing an accamplished pian-
tist, Thomas Bair I died a few weeks
tfter his wife on May 31, 1913,

Frad Bair was u graduate of Mount
Tamalpias Military Academy in 1901
end worked with his father on the fam-
ly ranches until 1929, At that Lime he
sold the runches and moved to Kurcka
where he owned und operated the
Stump [House, a famed redwoad novelty
.manufacturing plant, He retired in
1942,
R Frod was one of the original investors
( . in the Western Condensing Company.
WY He was u trup shooter and held the Culi-
& fornia-Nevada area chumpionship for
; singles in 1918 and for the doubles in
" 1921 and 1922,
He wus a member of Rotary, I3tks and

7

a charter member of the California
Indians, a trap shooting organization,
Ile was marriced twice and had no
children.

Alice Boyce Bair, mother of Tom 1
and Fred, died in 1886, Later, her hus-
band, Tom Bair 11, married Mary Stone.
She was the nicce of his partner in the
bank.

Tom | purchased a beautiful home in
Arcata, now known as the Tom Bair
Hame, He and his wife lived there unti)
they died. He had one of the largest fun-
eral processions ever seen in Humboldt
County. He died in June of 1916, Pall-
bearers were L. Puter, J.M. Carson,

2.8, Carson, L. Everding, Puul Brizard
and LI Tooby, Mrs. Mary Bair re-
mained in the Tom Bair Home until her
death many years later.

My great-grandmaother, Lillian Melun-
son, remembers Tom Bair T as a perfect
gentleman, She remembers o hroad
shouldered man, very stocky, always
immaculately dressed and sporting a
gald chain across his vest,

My wrandfather, om Bair 111, says
that rumor has it that Tom Bair | was
rather hard to get along with, Herecalls
bearing ubout the time when a couple of
bandits tried to hold up the mule train
on which he was taking the payroll to
IFort Guston, ‘There was some violenee
and it ended very badly for the bandits,
When Tom started the street car system
in Kureka, he named the first two mules
to pull cars after the bandits.

Another favorite family story, famil-
iar to many Humboldters, is about

Charlie Moon, a friend and ranch
of Tom Bair. When the Chinese
run out of HHumboldt County,a gr.
Eureka citizens came up to the Rec
Creek Ranch to take Charlie Moon
Bair was very uncooperative and
inthe road witha gun. He told the
thut they would have to tuke him |
they wanted Charlie. The group t
around and left. Charlie Moon w
of the few Chincse left in Hurn
County for many yeurs,

Tom Bair 11l was born in 191
father, Tom Bair I, and his mothe
when he was three years old. Ton
to live with his grandmother Ca
graduated from Montezuma Sch
Boys in Santa Clara County wh
won many honors, particulal
uthletics. He attended the Univer
Culifornia at Berkeley. In 193(
Bair 111 married Marie Melan
Furceku. They huve four childrer
Bair 1V of Sun Fruncisco, Mary P
Arcata, RRebecca Myers of Eurel
Martha Steinbock of Portland.
also have twelve grandchildren.

‘T'om Bair Il hasbeenascreen®
horse trainer, rancher, politicis
manager of the Culifornia Stat
Cal Expo. He is a writer of poetr
elsand shortstories. During Wor
I1 he uttuined the rank of major
Army and hus been awarded me
honor for bravery in action. Pre
Tom Bair 11l is an executive w
Stateof California, Department:
and Agriculture, Division of Fa
Expositions. HH
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the conversion of
Redwood Creek into a sheep ranch
He has purchased cver one -thou;mnd
sheep from Mr. J. H Hoohey o2 the
Bald Hills and a3 his r:mc)} is exceed-
ingly weil adapted for raising sheep

new venture. In the meantime he
will dispose of his cattlo as soon as
possible, D. C. Stotts, the famous
Blue Lake hunter, will be 9_mploycd
there as shepherd. (wa<e - V- T

- — ———————— ———
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he will undoubtedly succeed in his

Mr. ‘Yhomas Bair is cox'.ter.\;lating;
his stock ranch oni
N

f

. Merillon

:Redwood Creck
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The 14 000 acre Merillon rarcr,
formerly ‘he PBair vunch, wos
bought from P. C. Mecrillon tnis
week by G. Kelton Steele, zndi|
Charies R. Rarium, Eurcka,
has had the ranch for
the pa:ct five years.

The ranch, which is located at
East of Arca:a,
will probably be leased for graz-
ing purposes, according to Stecle.
The new owners also ccntcrnp‘.z'.:al
installation of a sawmili und .’
increase in logging operaiions,
Steele said.

Merillon has removed his stock
from the ranch.
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* Mr. Thomas Bair iz conlemplating
thie conversion ol his :ztock ranch on
Redwood Creek into a sheep ranch.
|He has purchased over one thouscnd
{sheep from Mr. J. H. Hooker of the
{Bald Hills and as his ranch is excced-,
ingly well adapted for raising sheep:
bhe will undoubtedly succeed in his-
new venture. _In the meantime he:
will dispose of his ‘¢attle as soon as:
‘possible.. D. C. Stotts, the famous’
:Blue Lake hunter, will 'be employed)
there as shephcrd.(L w53l ] Z \7 1; J
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IE LAKE, CALIF., THURSDAY "

N
— 7

Rlue Lake In “@1'

lr\J\L\(O‘lq Uy Mrs. Eug .
15~197)
aia/}:’}w Hete! :l Rair's
A two story hotc. i to be built on
the Thomas Bair Lzrch at Redwood

|Creek The ranch is the logical over-
inight stop in making the trip to
* “Heopa,' The wagon road ends at the

Bair Ranch, the rest of the journey

‘to Hoopa bemg made horseback, but

" .the government has been at \\oxk ’
.fonie time building a new road from

.. Hoopa to the reservation line and the

county will build the balance to

" Bair's, This new hotel hnildine win

. e e




' THIRTY
May

, 1931 :
THE WWELCOME NEWS that
wild turkeys seem to have been
introduced into}

* Humboldt county was recieved

success{ully

YEARS AGO

“iin Arcata
‘was leamne
twarden W
Fred Bai
trip to B

wood Creek Tuesday. They re-

ported se

\vednesday,. when it
d that deputy game
illiam J. Hayes an

r ma

de “an inspection

air's ranch on. ed-

eing three hen tur-

keys with broods conta

10 15 young
also sceing !
showing evl

turkeys each, an

ining 8; '

g8 mature hens,- all;
dence of setting,.

iwith broods to come off later. ..

New Operators

Take Pon Ranch

ARCATA., Dec. 2.—Mr. and Mrs.!
p. C. Merillon of Santa Barbara.
: took possession of the Pon’ Red-.
-+ wood Creck sheep and cattle ranch!
Saturday, Mrs. T. U. Pons_ and
cons, Pierre and Andrew, who
—- have owned the ranch since 1932,
. announced Monday. Consisting of
t 17,000 acres, the ‘ranch- was ont¢
<+ of the early-day show-places of
northern California when Fred
Blair of Eureka opcrated 2 Todge
There, T
— “The Dedwood Creck ranch will
be operated for the Merillons by
Tudolph Mora, who also arrived
at the ranch this week. His wife
and dzughter will arrive later this
week. R
Mrs. Pon will leave soon -for
the San Francisco Bay area, whcrc'\
.she has property interests.. ..
PRSP e -t
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e TURDAY
AKE, C\LI"“ ATURDAY

1ain Meriilon, Ji-veor- o!u solt of
. Meritlon, internaticnally known’

o diplomat, s veport od floml
Ay hospital in Areata to be ““"s
-II.. Yolln" \IL\]“O.. ‘\U“L‘"(‘(‘ 'd"
\ rracture of the s ! wnile “"1'
TUSS l"\'._cc'l: g

|

1

p'.'.:'.z to run a -....lx.
\. C‘, ._ 0
coritlon and 1....1‘1 ”.Al‘.\ .\n, hisi
;pa sion, were 'cpozu.d‘y stringing !
stie aeross the creck in an enoxt|
-eplace the by soken w dt.( v pipe des-i
cod during the receat stornw Thc:
t in which they were riding ¢ !
@ and caused the yeuth to strike !
head on a rock. By the time ‘u.\o.
» sammoned Iferillon had man'\g-!
to runcl\ the west @nie OF the rive- |
wirre he lay unlil frantic cf’orts!
P. G. and E. workers zad local
idents succeeded in a rescue at-
apt. ’
non hearing of Lh accident, Dave
....t. an employe ¢f the ranch,

pped his way throu -b the brush
d by wading pordons of the
-eam, veached the victimi. He sig-
ied to F. G. and E. workers who
& arrived on the cther side of the
ver that it was impessible to trans
togae youth oy wey of the west
itk and that it wouid bc ncccvar}’ )
. carry him across the river on the
=h line cable. .
A breeches buoy wae consequently
zée by Lec Browne out of'a
r:e:c'r.er, on which the youth rode to,
wery. It was discovered then that
¢ was bleeding from the ears, Meril-
m was promptly taken to the ranch
}-cre first aid was given. Dr. George
. Scheppler of Blue Lake was called
no the case and young Merillon was
tken to the Trinity hespifal, arriv-
‘~E there about 11 p. m., seven hours
v the accident. )
i;‘.ccxal credit- was given to P. G
ne I workers and those assisting
e rezcue, ineluding Ham‘y Hall-
nan, whe had succeeded in gaining.
_'c coatl bank of the river, Loftus
Pzul Sohnson, E.

4T _.'

e D( . \.,
1 the ranch

us one of
in the

, Jokn Suay rva, }
Don Baiiey:
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*Humboldt Times"
Thursday, 9 August 1906

Recoived Answer-—A: Yyoung .gen-
tieman {n Eureka nocm,sntﬂly found
the uddreu of a yotmi&l‘lndy oigar
maker of Klngeton, N.?I’ i a box
of clgars, - wlth a reqhewt tbat the
finder should wrlte. 'r'ho u,mwer to
his response to’ t.ho invitnﬁon came
a few days ogo. S0y readu. , "'I‘o ‘my
surpfise I ‘récelved - vdry pretty
souvenir postal of - Eureku, In -answer
to my name and addresa: wrltten on
a sllp of paper whlch X eucloud in:
a box of Ronown c!n.u. to plem 8
friend, not thinkinx B e would hea.r
trom it azn.in.- It was pleumt
know that it fell !n such’. rood hu:d-
and X reeelved such an interutlnt ro-
ply.. You uked mo ‘some queat!ox‘ls.
Pirst, 1 pncked thou olx'an a.boutllx
months ago. Second I receive.’ sV~
onty-nve cents. per thouannd.._ .'I.‘hlrd.l
Athis’. tactory etfxp!oyt 900, hmd- ;
v‘ourth, thlu town ‘has 3,000: popula-
tion: Fifth, we 'd1d ot foel any. éf:
| focts - -fr o) "the\urihquah. R4 ﬁ'"po
to .hear..more . !}bm_you.—vmmryn
Schatzel,’ Klnnton...N Y. "Jnly 1!.
'190«. & 30, pi .m.,‘mu—

38 o
. s,“" '.‘nt'? !5 o '\\ .
eagumetTR Ty AR U S
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Pattick Spark, a Flolsh sallor, lately
returned to Bureka {rom a vhit to hlis
old bome {n Finland, started {n the
other night to *'see the elepbant” with a
compsanio® nsamed Foster, and ended up
by belog out of pocket nestly §200. The
money was subsequeantly fousd om
Foster, who claims that e olmply took
the mooey lrom Sparks lo prevent him
losiog it and that be spent a few dollars
of it, intendiog to make the 4monmt
good later. The dlstrlct Atllorney le
pow joyvestigatiog the case and In the
meavtime Faster {s held on (he mls-
demesnor charge,

"Ferndale Enterprise"
Friday, 17 May 1907

A WAIF

Last Wednesday evening Grant Clark of
Alton was called to the door of his
home by the ringing of the bell, &
found on the step a bagket containing
a four or five days old infant. A
double rig was just leaving the place,
headed in the direction of Hydesville.
No clue as to the identity of the par-
ents had been obtained up to the time
our informant phoned the news yester-
day afternoon.

L 222 RRRAREED S

"Arcata Union"
Saturday, 17 July 1909

An Automobile party left yesterday for
a trip to Crescent City. The Bair ma-
chine, driven by Chauffeur Ernest Reed
with Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bair, Mrs. I.W.
Snowden & Mrs. C.M. Howard, of Eureka
will occupy this machine, while Char-
les E. Falk will drive his machine, &
has as passengers, Mrs. Charles Falk,
Mrs. N.H. Falk & Mrs. L.D. Graeter.

I A A RAR SRR RN

*Ferndale Enterprise"”
Tuesday, 2 February 1904

A fracas occurred last week at Arcata
vharf aboard the new schooner Cresc-
ent. Two Japanese went up to the ve-
ssel to ship as cooks, but a Swedish
chef, who had previously been engaged
was indignant at the little yellow
fellows & the Jap that climbed over
the side of the vessel met a hot re-
ception at his hands. The Jap is 64
years old. the white cook flew at him
striking him about the head & back,
also kicking him in the ribs, which
came near laying him out. Capt. O1l-
sen installed the Japs, however, & the
wvhite man wasg paid off.

I ZEEZ AR EEEE R RN N

««..+ "Ferndale Enterprise"
Friday, 3 July 1903




TUVLL aveeseer . .
3 is 1 e carly
i T ¥ o0 to his bed smu' C
chdn.\l;mh_, Reports have it that
;Slls on his way to recovery now.

P

mfrlotxs

q'o Benclit Lhelr Flealtn,
Me spd Mre. Joho DBrott of Bluo
ke this week eccived word [rom
o' daughtor, Miss Winale Brett,
stlog vhat shols stopping av tho Pal-
o Howcl in San Fracelsco with Me,
.d Mre. Thos. H. Balr asd younp
», aod fo about two ov throo wooks
oy will procead south as far as Los
ogeles, Ssn Dlego snd  Arizonn,
noro they will spend tho wiator for
.0 beocfit of tholr boalth. Mr, Bair's
,000 acro rauch on Redwood crook Is
yw fo cbargo of Mr. Yoarrlen duriog

36 0C0.
.4 abse /

‘

Ask for the “‘Commarclal'’, Lo-
:1quo’s Havana Cigars. .

Thos. H:-B i

Lo ba very airof Arc
futber ang
bedside.

ata s repo t

; rta

0% a1 Los . Gatos,

otber relatives are g¢
’ R T

-

S

I;Iis
{
h

Patr) wia sivean e -
time. Oung evening Duyton Barn-
hardt., who ran Tom's mule pack
train, got into towu, bedded dowu
the mulesg, and went up Lo call on
Tom. . . A maid answered the door
and asked Dayton for his cnrd.. .
Dayton turned on his heel, suying:
he'd be back. . . . & few mmuh':s-l
later he rveturned. When the maid
presented the card tray. he placcﬁ
on it scveral mule “calling card‘s
which he had picked up from tha,
corral. . . Whew T o fee L))

e.1he said grulffly -~ e el
to come in”

P

eed 8. faide Sdero Ona Vasiz

Mr. aod Mrs. Fred S, Balr arrived
on tbo steamer City of Topcka |
Waodnosday. Thoy bava beca in Sau‘
[ranclsco for several mooths with Mr.
Bair's brother, Thomas H. Bair, wbal
hius beea surlously {ll. The latter I3
aow at Los Gutos, to where ho was
receatly moved from tho San Fran.
clsco saaltaclum whove ba was oper-
ated oo somo timo ago. fter truos-

‘actiog busiuess matters fu” this coualy
B 1]{vis tho fnteation of Mr. acd Mrs. Bulr -
11to return to Los Gatoa.

AR A R’

dl I e

Two Shuilar Opcrations

Tbomas Balr, Jr., who was operatod
ly, baviog ooe kidavy rewmoved, (s re-
ported as lwproviaz rapldly, and will
bo able to leave tho bospltal soon. As
#00a as bo gulos suflicicut steceagth, he
oxpacts Lo leavo for tho south with
bls wife and sou, who bave been {a

ov fo a Sap Francisco boapital rocoat-|

COHDUMA OVEE Dulhag sraess sien setey -
& mothee nad slster, Mrs., N. Johnaton
:'::um) Mrs. Feed Cruickahanks und faua-
:; "y, Mry. Care arsloting in tho cantaiad,

Nitlbo Resurrceiion Hope,)' given ab

Jithe Corprejutionsl church  Sunday
3 ovening,
——

ON THE SHEEP RANGES ]
Issue of July 14, 1900 f

BAIR'S RANCI, Boulder Creex, .
July 10.—Quite ¢ number of suh-
thantial  impravemcents  have iately
been made at this fine ranch, former.
I)‘/ the Lord & Sherbaruns Lrouerty,
'lhc.l::r;;c sheepsshearing shed which
has ieen in course of construction for
about two manths is shout comnleted
and Marion Stokes will put in a e
-days finishing it, The haulldine iz 19

* by 30 jeet, with 16-fou: peste: shed
20 by 50 feet with six shea Ly PCnS
- 8 by 163 feet. Oak underpinning ses
o2 granite surports the struciure,
and the sheep niay run under jo. Ad
the material used was got ou: on the -
premises. Mr. Parden had charge of
the construction with Marion Stokes

and other az assisiants.

The shearing scason is now over
and the fleece just taken srom the
sheep o this ranch will average 10
pounds per head. About 1600 sheep
were sheared here. The rumber of
cheep sheared on Mr., Bair's other
x:an»:hca in northern Humboldt iz as
follows: Three Cabins 2350, PRed-
wood Creck 2448, and Madrone 1588.

L)
W
<

N

" SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 1918.

'
Thor, 22air Nirickcn 4

Tucsday morolog Thomas Bulr of
Arcata suferad o sligdt stroce of par-
alysi» at his noxe. His left slde was
affucied by the stroke acd ko became
practically helpless. Dr. Borel at-

San Fraoclsco for some woeks past.

~— . - ~ee Menwaloan

Ao . T
| CEl

Mr. 80 Mrs: Thomas Bair of Arca-
.18 have returced {rom’ San Fraoclsco
sod gouthero Cslifornls. . Mr, Bair re-
‘turs§ copsiderably improved n health.’

S 4

" Mre. E. B. Curr aod graudson tsme ’

Sunday frow Maple Cresk,

tended bim and also beld & consualta
tloa with Dr. H. G, Grozs of Eureka.
While In Eureka Monday alternoon
Mr. Bafr felt ratter 11l agd was takeo
to his bowe. Io the evenlog be Tfelt
betier but when he started to arise .
the oext mornlng be was atrickeo. - iy
‘| Ne Balr ogly recently retursed|

lrom the ceotral part of the state]
where be spent about slx months re-

last month. Reports have it that
he is on his way to recovery now.

/| dowa celvin
;| whero tbey baye beco ‘visitiag ‘for the _ & me_‘f”‘?“}_f"'“u”-
o|post monte. Mg - | . 1913 )
Nl . 1] Mrs. B. B. Carr of Arcata acd DK,
. Carr uod wife of Koro counly, spect a ;v
. | fow bours vislting at the bowo of Mr.
’ ’ -MYSTERIOUS FEVER- P a aod Mrs, Fred Cruicksbzows lo Pero-l
Tom Bair s recovering irom . dalo Tuosduy. Iu roturaiog to Bucelia!
mysterious 1eve}‘ WhiCh- has corl\- thoy waro sccorapasiod by Wn, \‘.";n'd'
tined him to his bed since earty who, with My aad Mrs. D. K. Carr;
lelv oo tho stecawmer Weodaesday for]

thelr bome {n tha southore part of tbe!
stato. .
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- spell, and ber’ motber, Mrs. JennleB
Carr, of Arcata, was tolegrapbed 10}'. Ry
" leaviog on tbe Kilburn Monday mora-

Y a

¢

BLUX LAKL ADVOCATE, BLUE LAKE, CAL., BATORDAY, APRIL 12,1912

PR Y i
—

wife of Thos. Bair, Jx:.,
Formerly Residing
on Redwood

Death s Ascribed to Heart
Fallure--Funeoral WwWill
Be Held Sunday

in Arcata |\

Regardlog] the sad and . ustiaely
dewmlse of Mrs. Thos. H. Balr of Red
wood Creek, which vecurred fo San
Frooclsco Mooday movoing, wo ctip
ibe followiog accouat [rox tho Arcats
Uclon whicb appears to ba correct fo
avery particular:

“'Phe entire commupiiy was botb
shocked and saddeged on Tuezday

.morolag to leara of tho death {o San
 Fraocisco of Mrs. Bbatrlco Carr Balr,
\vilo of Thomas H. Balr, wbo with ber
youu-v son bas beco In Saoc  Fraoclsco
for somo wooks past to bo with ber

hushaand, wbo I3 coofiocd to tho Adler |

Suoftarium; Mrs DBale was io ber
wsuul bealth uatli Saturday, wheo she
complaloed of teclicg ill, and was takeo
10 tke Adler Saoltarlum. * Her condl-
t'on was not constdored vavtleularly
sorlous uotil Suturday eveslog wheo

sba bad a beart attack, from which} .

ume she failed rapldly. Oc Suoday
forencoo Mrs, Balr bad anotber’ bad

log. Mrs.'Carr was prepa.red !or the

—emee L. Ay
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“The baby feels bappy and oon.on.c—d
boro uadar tho yood curo of Miss Brott, -

—
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Miss Wicoin Brett, who spond thed
past several moaths in San Feaneisen !
to tho cizploy of My, acd Mes, T. 4
Balr, arvived in Rluo Lako Sa .xx(...)
hav! ng In charge tho S-yeur-old sou of

Thos. H. Bair Jr. und his lute wite,
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Mr. and Mrs, C. D. Daly aad five
childron left Euroka Wecdoesdey ea”
route ta Ireland whore they wili apeud
slx montbs. They wlll sall from Now
York on the 17th oo the steamer Bal-
tc of the White Star llne, and.upoo
thelr arrival {o Trelaod will go to
~ Charleville, County Cork, tbe old

. | bome ot Mr. and Mrs. Daly, and where
" | thelr purents now .roside. They wil

1also vislt {n ‘other coustrles in - Europe '
before returoiog, .-t K
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 cisco for some weeks past to. be with

" she complained of feeling ill, and was

. when she had a heart attack, from
‘which time she failed rapidly. On}

LLUL waDLl

Blur Luke In PYrars Gone By...

NEWS ITEMS FROM EARLY DAY ADVOCATES
" SELECTED BY
WAVA E. DeMOTTE -

-1

Aprii 12, 1913 —

The entire community was both
shocked angl saddened on Tuesday
morning to learn of the death in San
Francisco of Mrs. Beatrice Carr Bair,
wife of Thomas H. Bair, who with
her young son has been in San Fran-

her husband, who is confined to the
Adler Sanitarium. Mrs. Bair -was in
her usual health until Saturday, whenI

taken to the Adler Sanitarium. Her
condition was not considered particu-
larly serious until Saturday cvening

Sunday. forenoon Mrs.. Bair had an-
other bad spell, and her mother, Mrs.

Jennie B. Carr, of Arcata, was tele-|

the =ad news.

The whole affair is” shrouded ini

tregedy &y Thomas M. Bair, who un-
derwent a capital operation several
weeks ago, is in a critical condition.
His brother, Fred S. Bair, who has
been lookmg after the welfare of the
family for some months past, has also
given out under the strain, and is
now at the hotel sick with la grippe.

The health of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Bair, Sr., has not been of the.very
best for some time past, and it is
Guite probable that they will not be

able to come to Arcata to zitend the|

funeral.
Tac body of Mrs. Bair will be

brought up. on the Topecka sailing| '

Fr‘dny, Apnl 11th.

Lol . ' Y

! graphed for, leaving on the Kilbum|' Aiss Winnie Breit, who spent the
o Monday morning. Mrs. Carr was pre- ! { past several months in San Francisco
- pared for the worst, -and knew upon :, in the cmpioy of Mr. and Mrs. T. H.

~  leaving Eureka that the chances of |: Bair, errived in Blue Lake Saturday,
sceing her daughter alive were re-|' having in charge the 3-ycar-old son of
o mote. Death came two hours before i Mr. Thos. H. Bair, Jr. and his late
L ! twe arrival of Mrs, Carr, the cause i life. The baby fecls happy and con- !
being given as heart failure. Charles|! tented here under the good care of ‘ U

'B. Stone, who went to San Francisco i Miss Brett. . 1!

last week to see Thomas H. Bair, met|| ' 4

XMrs. Carr at the steamer and broke: B ! -
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Tom Bai
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IA Pioneer’s Son’s Sketch -

r turns to tack-room dutics. « o

-

|

/R
Rancning

By JEAN NEILSON: - |
ARCATA — When Tom Blairi
was a litlle boy he played “Cow:
boys and Indians” as all little
boys do, excepl he 'was. always,
cast in the role of cowboy, and,
was oulnumbered by his real In-
dian playmates on “the -family
ranch at Redwood Valley. &

The grandchild of early Hum-
oldt County plonecrs, 'he was
‘orphaned at_‘the-age of three,
raised by his grandmother In
Eurcka ahout half the time, and

the rest hy a Chinaman on the;

~anch named Charlie Moon.

" T guess he was about the last;
iChinaman in Mumboldt County'
lafter they ran them all out,” Tom
isald, His sky blue eyes softencd,
1 was very fond of Charlie, and
he was very palieni with me.
iHle added that Moon had taucht
»i‘him o cook rice, aud that his
‘wife would probably take him to
o ‘- “Che

etin  ebatanmsant,

| Hurmoniously for

claims I"can’t cook anylhing.“
he sald. l
- Horseman, poct, rancher, write
ot 1politician, father, ‘all describe
Baire.

His mother's parcenls came from

i lireland, scliled in Ferndale, and

his . Grandfather Carr founded the
Ferndale Eatcrprise back in 1877,
Almost tweuty years. before, his

named, rode In heré on a pack
train from Montana. A mere lad

of twelve: he was. “ball boy” for,
the - traln,” riding up front on &
horse with the pack mules follow-
iing. ) L

Unfolding
of the “'wild west,” which it cer
tainly was at the time, is the
:story of the first Tom Bair.
tend has it.that he gambled and
iwon a pack train of his own, and

‘into a’ success SOy}

| .
‘iwhen the Indian wars wecre be-

ling fought he had a store and
ihotel, at Fort Gaston {now Hoopa).

Verun. ne'a-sutler. -he followed

{ather’s father, for whom he was :

_"‘top of ‘the mountain -above - the; vk
-l g | of ahout 300 scenes comiictes

e
:ci.\'c

\ San
‘bea

for
n
F
W

ng Blend

%7 /F-?f =
Joyn DAL

troops.

A trip to Hoopa in this day and
age is still considered by .most
motorists to be quite an undér:
taking. One can only imagine
with what trepidation Tom's
.grandfath‘e'n' set_out on the trail
route to “Fort Gaston. From ‘Ar-
{cata went théipackitrain, up the
shores of. the:MadiRiver, over
Liscomb Hill with>a’ pause:at the
old Ford'plac'e.{‘a-'s'c_hédulédf stop;
continuing on 'by- the Preston
Ranch, where the honor camp
is now, down into Redwood Creex.
to the old Minor family's place,

\

!

creek,. and oninto.the fort, Even-

ch_l":lually he sold this going business

.t Alexander Brizard. -

l:'dc:nlbcr_ al one time

tahouat

‘once  bel
isrnall sl

when his namesd
old,
wpofore 1 cou
father sent @ .

ly." lorses, their brooding
ing, and showing,

Pack-Train to Balr's !

"lup over Greasewood Swag and lhe'

ne  omiicu
50,000 acres of timher lnnd.\
where the San Fr:m-!
o International Airport is now
onged to him, and 3y
and in the bay hetween:
Francisco and Ookland still}
rs (ke fumily pame. tHe dicd.
e wis six years.
bt Tom rernembers  RimLy
W walk my grand
o oul from lown’
me,” he suin

fom FETICTRGSY

arei

lco, tnat he

5 ninc when hic stnvted “fonl

S,

ding around withy horses serious-

o, train
have occupied

a wrent port of s life. Conside
eved tops in the uduing ficid, he
is recognized Dy (he Amovicar
Horse Shows Assceiation, and tig
American - uareriorse Assiin
ton, and oificiaies ol horse s
tnroughout the stie.

) fepan Writing

Wien he was 13 he wis scid
1o the exclusive Montezuma Scheg
for Boys near Les Gates. Thcf‘i
he completed grade and hiad
school, coming home for suny
mers al the ranch. Of his sti
at the University of California
Berkeley, Tom grinned. 1w
not a distincuished scholar,” [
said. Thrvougs schocl, where
'majored in art, ie wrole a it
lnow and then, and had seved
ithings published. mostly poet
in Yterary magazines. ’
| His schooling over, he operat
‘the Recwood Creek Rancit,
quired the Bair Ranch at
mouth of the Mad River. a
dairy property a. Arcala boitg
Jands. In 1930 he marvied M3
iMclanson of Euvera. '
Then for an .nteresling.
tbrief seven yeass. and still
up with his hovscs. Bair op
ed a ranch in t.z Sen Fern
valley, where his avincipal
‘ness was venting his stock
equipment t¢ miotion picture
panies.  Modest, Tom _said,
seemed to follow that 1 got |
the picture business itsell a
screen writer, because I had
ways been interested in writd
- Reflecting, he explained,
would: hand you a 3000 word -
¢l or maybe a legitimate |
and onc ov two of you would%
up the action into what is ¢
a shooting scriis Tils coft

154

FRal..

S, Y

camera angics,
the kind

K] e
of sha., wWe

t, ‘The first Tom Bair, who found-i pisht of day, and u .::'.-.w.
lied the Bank of Arcata and builtj{*'¢ actinn.” He said he i
fthe 'victorian home located at mhi .S“"'c“)' with i produds

ot
l:and 1 Streets, was a charter|

wmostly westerns, and that b

h . . einucd S
':membcr of the Deamocratic Cen.| (done a lot of the contiileey
D e anltban and sune antiun 5

-
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ol thing 11e added “Nabhody!
Kids who weal on S.‘llll('(l:l.\"
e wrtid rrmf‘u\lu'r lhn.u:..;
v were the Sianging feam lhvf

Sl pind. Bedere e entered”
Ay i 1942 he was the as’
ant o an independent prn-i
er. As he talked you coukd hLC'
. while he thought he mi;:ht!
have contributed much to pn.\'-"

(v in this form of writing, -he;
enjuyed the whele fascinat-l
husincss. .

orld War 11 prompted his cal

yent e cavalry. He grad,

4 from. the Cavalry: Schiool

cart Riley, Kansas,. as a s'.*c-j

lieutenaal. Of the cavaley,

, said, “I found myself at a
1 end.” All they -hdd me doing

training horses. I might have
y there vet. bui T osieaked in
wquest for transier to the in-
ry."t He got his aciion all
(, serving in North Alrica and
v. first as a Rifle Pleloon lea-
and then as Rifle Company
mander. “There were l}mcs
n 1 wished I was back with'
horses.” he admitted.
Entered Palitics

ller the war was over the ac-
ies in  southern California
n'l seem imporlant  any-
2" and Tom brought his fam-|,
lome to resime his ranchinf'l
arnesl. An aclive Democrntu
:ac!q a bid for the state le":
dre in 1936 and was dcfeutcg.
:9|1t|nllcd his writing, but on!l
cious plane,
:'rqwing on his war experi.l
s in Africa for the setting.|’
vrote :'The Faleon's .\’cstj:
..a philosephical twist, it is
story of a man's struggle to
a new lile and establish a
{oolhuld whiers he can come
l.'lps with himself. He. wrote
.:l short stories which were
(.}led,.:'md has recently com-
I"a 250,000 word novel,
The Spring of Healing,” his)
W work, Balr sald “It': back
cI:: I’ork. and my agent has
" :res fcl)r' It, but, of course,
e ’:Il ways notorlously op-

. e explained it s  a
‘hc!ical novel, but that o';xe
t characlers in il is patterncd
Charlic Moon, the Chinese
'.y.M. his cI.\ildhood. Set In
-!cz.f‘,‘ It partrays the era Just
‘ tee ‘San Fr;mciscob carth-

e

'
I
H

— e ¥ e e T

i writing Tem ‘said, “Itt
" 'r"ﬂ d' siltn;'.lc desire lo!i
£ riyazil, There are moreh.
St Nl :
- \l\--, 1 shouldn't writc"
W L =0t
":a?h/ >..uu.d..' He added that
@iy speaking the rewards
Sein small, i
- was a leader of
. . 1}

a4

LSO W, e o
he State af Cakidors!
nin. Taking nete of his agriculsy
tueal backaround andd utewidid)
{air experience, the Goviraor’ :np-l.
pointed  him to the twelve-manl;
Board of Dircctors ‘of the State
Fair  Exposition at Sacramento.].
He was honored '\.\'i'lh-'-lhc appoinl-ll
( for a four-year term in lhc-l

paizn (o eclect
governor ol 1

men
spring of this year. i
Bair's views on the future n["\
the cannty ol his birth may aut et
tie popular “views expressed by,
Tocal businessmen today, but lhcy‘;_F
are cortainly emphatic. Conside-;.
¢d by acquaintances “on the quicl”
Iside,"” and described by his friends
slrong: tne type of a man'*
iwhose presence’ is “felt in any®
laathering, nis specch, normatly|’
!slow and even, gained momemum\‘
‘1as he expressad his opinion. '
! “People’ won't be satisfied, he!
<aid! wntil the chamjions of indus-!
‘weial progress have cvery beach:
here cevered with chemicals, .nnd‘
lcvcry strean a paved dilch. It
secms a shame Lo industrialize an|
larea like tuls that has such a
!:pulcmial for recrveation.” He ad-
ided that il people. would let the
country aivne he felt that recrea-
ition itself would eventually bring
Smore money inlo this area than
“udustey would.
1| There is yet another Tom Bair.
‘-lHe is the son of Tom and Marie,
iand is a first lieutenant of the
varmy's Military Police stationed
tiin Germany. The couple has three
i;daughters, Rebecca and Mary.t
siwho are married, and Martha, 1

LI
Fas

a fine little horsewoman who -

ijwould be the pride of her great-

sigrandfather if he could see her‘
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a Son of Thom-
Bair of
Arcata
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yeceased Had Been Ailing
since the First of the
yeoar--His wWife AlsO
Died Recently

PR

HENTAN
unlv

ThI

hnt

Liv

Pl

Doath clajmed o000 of Bumboldt
ounty's best koowo soonsat Los Gavog,
Suliforoie, late Saturday eveoiog wheo
Thormas H. Bair of Redwood, son of
Thomas Balr of Arcatd, passed 3way
after so illoess of Bve mooths,  Mr.
aad Mrs. Tbomas Bair were at tbe
young man's bedsido at the vme of bis
deatb..

" Mr. Bulr was taken sick wno frss
tba year acd early lo Juguary bo went
10 Sun Francisco to consuld epucinlists.
Ao exemivation sbowlng bls condition
10 bo critical, ho was placed fo Adler's

of

sapjtarium and o capial operation
perlormed. '
Oo April §, Mr. Bair's wile, Mrs..

. Beatrico Carr Balr, died at tho samo,
' bosplial whoro bo wus confived and
"ithe young man's condition Was such
tbat be was unablo to come 1O Hum- |-
boldt with his wife's body to antenq.
tbe fuveral. After bis wile's doatdy’
Mr. Balr's cocditioa grew worsoe rap-
ldly and oo April 21 he was mkeé to| .
Los Gatos fo the Lopo tbat tbe botf
cilmate might booedt bim, 'but tonoj
.2tail. Ogo week ago be became uo-
}cocscious acd s'pco theo bis death had
Ibeen expected dully.

:' Tee de o! busbeed and

.

et wile I

[ 21

®i1is two mooiks 1s especially sad !
26 ikg famity bus sho sywpaiby of 1.
.'.l'. eCLira

urd cously. .
2aly wus 22 ycars ol age acd !
3 zativg of EZumboict, taviny bees
bory te Areata November 2, 1879, the
185COL sna nf Mnemnas Rale and Allco

-, G

s
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.
.
!
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|Dedicatory Rites
Held and Birthday
Of Fred S. Bair
Celebrated

“To the sprit of jpeace and con-
tentmient” was  the  dedicutory
theme cexpressed by Mrs. Vernou
L. Hunt when she crashed th
ribbon be-decked bottle of spar-
kling liquid against the rocks ol
the Fred Eairs’ new owtzoor fire-
place at their Klamath locge Sun-
day afiernoon. It was not cham-
pagne, however, that flowed at
the christening rites, out the clear
bright waters taken from the not-
«d Klamath river tnat volled on
fts broad and peaceful way with-
in view of the assembled group.
Logs burned on the hearth bright-
ly and scnt diaphanous banners
of smolkc to wave against the blue
of the sky.

There was another teason for
the festive occasion at the Klam-
ath lodge of the Fred Eairs, and
it was no less an occasion than
the birthday o- tne genial host.
And when the guests were seat-
cd around the highly pohished ved-
wood Dburl table :n the living
‘room’ of the lodge, Menvy Dri-
zardd in cloquent waoydy preitevited
the theme, “pence und content-
ment” as he spoke at the lunch-
con, toasting Mr. and Myes. Balv
and the natwal day of the former.
Bright chrysanthemums and col-
orful appolntments were reflected
in the mirror-like surface of the
richly grained wood. PRarbecued
delicacles were a feature of the
menu,  Afterward there was the
ceremony of opening the many
packages recelved by Mr, RBair
from his friends. Then groups of
guests sought - the : glass-enclosed
sunporch . for cards  and others

‘.l wandered to the river, famed for

its tlshing ‘to enjoy boating. - -

' ~The huge. fireplace, bullt of na-
tive stones, Is located In front
of the lodge, with the *vencrable
t woods"
;the back, and 4 wide view of the
-river In the foreground. :

_ Mr. and Mrs, Balrs’ guests in-
cluded Mr. and Mrs. Lester A.
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Charles .
Falk, Mr. and Mrs. Heary F. Bri-
zard, Mr. and Mrs, Arthur S, Gist,
Mrs. C. L. Day, D
Hunt and Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. W, D.
Clark of Berkeley., Mr.
J. J. Kroha, Paul Brizard Mr. and

| Mrs. George W. Averell, Mr. and

Mrs. IPred Morris of San
cisco, Mr. and Mux.

Fran-
l.co Whitney

of the tree-clad hills tol,

- -

and Muvs.,

. -~

Vernon L. |-

1in northern California.
numbered over 200.
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THE HUMB

Scattering Remarks of Inter
! —Past and Present
By WILL N. SPEEGLE

LARGEST PACK TRAIN

I the carly days the only method of
portation into the mining regions of nao:
California as well as to the array post at t
'Indian Reservation and to the ranches
itered here and there was by mule pack
lcheral such trains were opcr‘ntcd. bu
largest was probably that which was «
and managed by the late Thomas Bai
will be well remembered by everyone
lived in northesn and central Humbold:
\e time he ceme here in 1867. He we
in Arkensas, not far from where m)
father was born, and wzs orphaned
age of nine years. At eleven years
he crossed the planes with his uncle an.
up residence in Shasta county. In a sho
he was “‘on his own' and was riding th
mule on a pack train. This was his
one of the largest operators of animal
At onc time his

4

He not only carried on tae busir
trensporting suppiies ou: also became
ested in the mercuntile business at For
ton which was located on tie Hoopa
Rescrvation. - Most of the merchandise
to the northern outposts by his pack
started from Arcata, where ke in afte
raade his residence. He was an astute k
man snd amassed a co:-.sic!c;.:«b‘.c‘: fort
acther with ownership of huncrecs of :
fine ranch lands.

" Late in his life he ¢
Curcka Inn and the Eurcka Water
one of which was purchased inter by tt
company and the other by the City of
He was one of the organizers of the Ri
Land and Investment Company and
|president.” Was also president o

rurchased the

f th
of Arcata and made'a reputation as a
financicr. At one time was principa
holder of the Eureka Herald, an evenin
paper that did business here from

1912 when it was consolidated with th
boldt Standard. His interests were
cessfully . managed in spite of their
variety. . ‘ .

k3
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The steamer Chilkat's cat has come back & Thomas Baird is i
happy in its possession once more. This particular cat has L
become celebrated as the only feline survivor of the steamer ;
Chilkat on the bar & in the light of recent events is likely
to add to its celebrlty by becoming part of the government
records of the diaster.

It will be remembered that the cat came ashore in the over-
turned hull & continued to make 1ts home there untll the wreck
was cut open to get the cargo out, when a young man named
Charles Clark, oonnected with a party of itinerant revivalists
known as Gospel VWlagon Workers, kidnapped her & took her to
Rohnerville. The theft of the animal was duly reported to the
company's agent, Thomas Balrd, who 1t was known had taken a
sentimental interest in the cat, & he immeédiately sought to
secure the return of the purloined pussy. It seems that the
cat had been presented to the unfortunate captain of the Chil-
kat by Mr. Balird & he now desired to send her to Captain Ander-
son's widow as a living keepsake of her dead husband.

All the efforts to recover the cat from the bold kidnapper,
however, proved futile until yesterday. The identlty of the
man was known & he was told to bring back the animal, but to
pleadings, demands & even threats he pald no attention, until
patience ceasing to be a virtue Mr. Baird swore to a complaint
before Commissioner Ford charging one Charles Clark with lar-
ceny for having taken property not his own from a government
reservation. In the meantime Clark, still retaining possession
of the abducted cat, was making his way toward Oregon & had got
as far as Janes Creek where he was overhauled by U. S. Marshal
Rager & with the cat brought back to this city. Before Commiss-
ioner Ford, Tuesday, Clark pleaded guilty to the charge, gave
up the cat & is now out on $50 bonds, & the end 1s not yet.

73

“The Daily Humboldt Standard" Eureka, California
Thursday, April 27, 1899

"And the Cat Came Back"

Ly et e sy s it N e di A drrdeinitiv
85 Years ago--ARCATA OIL COMFANY--27 Dec 1900

Incorporation Articles were Iiled in the Humboldt County Clerk's

office yesterday by the Arcata 0il Company. The company plans to
drill for oil near Arcata, however if oil is not found, then the

company will attempt to develop a coal rield which they think exist:

in the area, A
Incorporators are: N.li. Falk, J.C, Bull Jr.,, John Harpst, G.H.

Burchard, Thomas Bair, Sylvester Myers, H.W. Jackson, Charles F
Ralph Bull, M.P. Roberts, Charles Harper, all of Arcata, Californla

a
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BLUE LAKE, HUMBOLDI

V. J. Boyce I~ No Ylore '

sotie woaky, Warden J. Buyce, oas of
'Lhe pooeers of Humboldt, boitor
l,Bz;::ven to -his macy f(rleads as Capsi.
! , passed away Tuesday oveciog
at the Trlolty Hospitsal luArca’.a.deaL;
belog caused by tho lofirmities of ame. !
Deceused was bora in Peaneylvnnoiu
on April 3, 1827, aod was 87 yoars ';
. mootbs aod 14 days of age. His yo\;nrr
maqbood was apeaot in bls native sl.u.!.:
alter which be mored to M‘.cbl";c.
‘wuere bo lived for u oumber of yen:*.:-s'
Eg came to Califorala fa the eariy TO's'
aviog marrled lo the east, and sa’.‘-
led frst at Dixon, Califorala, wtera
.| be took up a claim. He lator cams to
t_:lx: gounty sod woried at tbe carpeo-
. ba trade, acd for a time held 4 gov-
,oroment posis a
R'e;;ﬁm;u‘l loo at the Hoopa Iaodizao

:! Alter a logeriagz lleess lastioy fori
|

ou He also cogamed fo-
r wiolog oo tb H

Loy J g tbo Trialty river
.np‘;‘ar Willow Creek. . For the past
#hirty years be made b's homa at thoi

d Mrs. Aonole Reddington! -
Al}l’;,,g&‘,"- who with thel
‘vumbder of years ngo. He
ed‘fby;;hjv_o gracdsons, Fred
l¢ Creek, and Ralph Red-

Y

tha younidt man'a cyluliunn wits silch e

e | (}002

i
Lo attend
death, |

rap- |

Lhat hu wits unablo Lo comae 0
boldt with his wila's hady
the fuueral. After his wilc's
M, Dae's conditlon crew
Sty and on April 21 he waa taken |
Los Gitos in tho hopa that Ltho hov
10 00

\TOIrAL

ity might beneot him,  but

Pavail,  no weekoazn L baeawne un-

catatiots wnd winue then ais deutd had .

beoit expectet dally.

Piae Guath of ushand  emd wils

withio two raontbs s cspeciully risl

and the lamily bBus vhe sy@puiby O

A

"".'no catire county. ]
\ Mr. Balr was 33 years of 2gd and i
\ huving  boehs

a nativo of Huaihoidy,

poru o Arcala November ¥, 137, Whe’
i secoud sen of Phowmis Bair ued Allce
Ao older browvher dled -
:re oirtk of Tooemes =. -

.

TaoVLe

Soyce Buirn
stovily afier

*3
=
4]
>
[N
ow
T

Balr, apd vde cied
g spoat practicaliy all of his ilcia

L Lhis couety, attendicg tee gramumar
| school at Arcata acd later an acacex=§y

at Sao Kafacl, after wbica ho tugx
chargo of tho Bair raschos 00 Red-!
wood creek, whore po lived until takeo’
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FROM BUCKSKIN TO TEAMBELLS

Chapter 26
- BAER’S RANCH

Late in 1914 we heard there was to be a road built from the
Baer’s Resort to Hoopa. We inquired into it and after the bids had
been approved we took a sub-contract from Pollen and Green. Our
contract called for a strip of road 12 feet wide and one-and-one-half
miles long built to the contractor’s specifications.

Abe Gordon, a fellow we knew, wanted to work with us
building the road. Dad and I decided to let him try it for we could
use an extra hand. Since we had to wait for favorable weather in the
spring before we could begin the project, Abe and I went out to the
location to see if we could fix up some kind of place to stay before
time for the family to move out there.

In this project we were fortunate. We received permission
to fix up our camp at a suitable Place about where our roadbuilding
would begin. We built a bam of fir poles and shingles large enough
to stable most of our horses and where we could store some hay and
grain. There was a small brook fed by a year-round spring. We were
given leave to tear down an old cabin and use the lumber to build
inother one which we placed not far from the barn. We used sleds
to transport the materials. There was only enough to make a one-room
zabin but it was large enough for a place to cook and eat and Mother,
Dad and Vera could sleep in it. To build a bunk room for the rest of
1s we cut down fir logs from the hill nearby and built a log addition,
ibutting it against one side of the lumber cabin. We built bunks inside.
3y the time we had this ready it was time to get our supplies and pre-
Jare to start work.

The Baer’s Ranch was located about thirty-three miles from
Corbel. Its acreage was considerable which not only consisted of ex-
»ansive timber holdings, but pasture and rangelands. The buildings
vere nestled in a small, narrow valley bordering Redwood Creek, which
vas a stream large enough to be called a river. The large, comfortable
anch house made of natural redwood had wide shaded verandas. Since
he Baer family had chosen to live elsewhere, this ranch was now used
s @ summer resort. Through the pleasant months of the year, paying
uests could enjoy fishing, hiking, swimming, canoeing, camping or just
elaxing and enjoying the beauty of the unspoiled wildemness.
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This retreat was quite sufficient unto itself. The'rich gro’
produced almost any desired fruit, vegetable or melon. This far inl
the climate was warm. Hay for the stock was grown on these- lo_wla
Plenty of choice meat was available from their herds: The .cxls'tmg.‘
on road from Korbel allowed the guests to reach their destination i
comparative comfort. If any guest should desiré some luxury beyo:
what was offered, it could quickly be obtained from Eureka, probal
within two or three days. )

This resort was also unique in that it had its own electric
system, which was something unexpected in wilderness areas such a
this. A waterwheel placed in a rushing creek allowed a dynamo tq
produce all the electricity this ranch could use. The dyqamo and it
related machinery occupied a small, neat building all to 1'tse_lf‘.

In a grove of trees by Redwood Creek was an inviting can
ground with picnic tables and wooden platforms for tents close to a
good swimming hole.

Charley Reed was the foreman who managed the ranch a;
all the outdoor projects. His wife managed the resort. We found th
to be a fine couple, friendly and very accommodating. '

Up Redwood Creek a few miles from the resort lived a fa
by the name of Moon. This middle-aged couple were the proud par
of several sons, some of which were still living at home. Mr. Moon
Chinese, the only Chinese person I knew to be living in Humboldt €
ty at that time. He still wore his hair in a long queue. His wife was
Hoopa Indian woman. All the boys were quite handsome. They wt
also good workers. ) ,

Through the mountains, eighteen miles frorp 'Baer.s Re:
was Hoopa, located in a pleasant little valley. The Trnnity Rwexf H
other streams provided an abundance of water. The Hoopa In@xa
Reservation occupied the valley and extended into Phe mountains
well. A couple of years before, the Indians had built a wagon ro:
from Hoopa which reached to the summit of the mountain towar
the Baer’s Ranch. The road about to be built was intended to cc
with the road the Indians had built.

Pollen and Green had the first two-and-one-half miles of
road to build, starting at Baer’s Resort. Our mile-and-a-half was ne:
Beyond ours the Moons had orne-half mile and on the other sid.e pf
their strip a Swede took another half-mile contract. The remaining
seven-and-one-half miles had been let to a contractor by the name ¢
Jim Hartney.
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It was late February, 1915, when Mother, Dad, Emest and
Vera moved out to our camp, which was two miles on the mountain
from the resort. Ada remained in Arcata working for Dr. Fountain,
boarding with the Wyatt family.

Our supplies had to be packed to the cabin or hauled by
sled. We already had a small cookstove set up. The few furnishings
were crude and mostly handmade. Mother was used to keeping house
under most difficult circumstances. She had a knack of making the
most primitive surroundings seem more comfortable and homelike
and never complained.

Our nearest neighbors were those at the resort. Of course
there was no school. Arrangements were made with the school in
Arcata for Ada to obtain books as needed and send out for Emest
and Vera to use. When Mother could find the time, she would help
with their lessons. The rest of the time it was up to them.

We arranged to get started at once on the road and to work
when the weather permitted.

FROM BUCKSKIN TO TEAMBELLS

Chapter 27
BUILDING ROAD TO HOOPA

The way we had to go about building roads in those days
would be considered rather hard work today. We used a road plow
which weighed more than four hundred pounds. One man drove the
four horses and another managed the plow. When working on a side
hill, you started on the upper slope of the bank, holding the bank
slope as much as possible. As you came down to the roadbed, if it
was too steep for the horses, it had to be made wide enough for the
horses by pick and shovel. Then you started plowing from the out-
side until you were all the way across the roadbed to the bank. Now
you must unhitch the team from the plow and hitch them to a V-
scraper. This scraper is designed to push the loosened dirt over the
outside of the bank. You continue going back and forth until all
the loose dirt is pushed off. Then you use the plow again, alternat-
ing from plow to scraper in this manner until the roadbed is as wide
as you want it.

In some cases if you didn’t have a grader available, you mig
use a Fresno, or scoop scraper with a two-horse team. This method w
used to remove the high places in the roadbed and to fill in the low st
For the most part we didn’t use these on this job for when we were r¢
dy, a grader would be available. It would do a much better and faster
job.

Of course, before you started excavating, you cut any trees
that happened to be in the way and removed the stumps. If the tree
had been large you might have to use dynamite. You also used dyna-
mite on large rocks and strata of rocks. Using blasting powder is very
dangerous unless you are well-trained in its usage. Dad was a good
powder man so we didn’t have any problems we couldn’t handle.

One day when we were blasting on a rocky point, we blew
out what was apparently a rattlesnake den. The snakes were allin a
massive ball that must have been at least two feet through. This time
of year they were still dormant. Some had been torn apart in the ex
plosion, but a lively time was spent seeing all the rest were killed, thz
none might escape.
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On our section of road we had a bridge to build over a small
creek. There was a fir grove on the hill above our cabin. We had per-
mission to use any of these trees that we might need. We hired two
men from Eureka skilled in using a broad axe. They cut the timber need-
ed from the fir grove, squared them with an axe and finished shaping
them with a broad axe until they were as true and smooth as if they
had been finished in a mill. The timbers we needed for the bridge
were twenty-four feet long and 18 x 20 inches square. The sills and
all the foundation on the ground were made from mountain white-oak
squared and hued according to size needed.

By the time we finished our bridge the rest of our stretch
was ready for grading. We rented a grader. | worked the blade and
Bill Berry drove the six-horse team that pulled it. When we finished
with this, our road was completed.

The Moons built their half-mile of road, twelve feet wide,
with only picks, shovels and wheelbarrows. The Swede fellow had
built his strip the same way, and they all did an excellent job.

During the time we were working on our road, Mother pre-
pared a mid-moring and a mid-afternoon snack for us, such as fresh
coffee, cake, pie, or perhaps freshly baked cookies or doughnuts. Some-
times she brought it to us. Other times Emest delivered it. We really
appreciated this treat for we were working many hours a day and the
work was hard. We always took an hour for noon for the horses need-
ed to eat and rest as much as we did.

Our best link with the outside world while on this job was
provided by Otis Hixon, our mailman. He traveled on horseback and
usually was leading at least one pack animal. He went through to Hoo-
paone day and came back the next, so we were able to get our mail
from Korbel about three times a week.

By the time this section of the road to Hoopa was open for
travel, Jim Hartney moved in men and equipment, set up camp and
began to build the seven-and-one-half miles of road that he had con-
tracted which would connect with the road at the summit. I went to
see him about getting a job and he put me right to work.
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FROM BUCKSKIN TO TEAMBELLS

Chapter 28
HARTNEY’S CAMP

When I first arrived to go to work for Jim Hartney, | found
that Bill Berry had got a job also and was going to work with me.
Mr. Hartney had us running the grader on the road he had ready.
Then for a time I worked on a V-scraper. One day he asked me if. I
would like the job hauling the supplies. Iaccepted this opportunity
happily. Using my own outfit I would go to Korbel one day angl ma
the trip back the next with a load. I could make three round trips a
week.

Mr. Hartney had a man and his wife cooking for the camp,
but they wanted to quit. It scemed the work was too much for the
fellow’s wife. In addition to that she had strained her back. They
were still carrying on as best they could until he could get someone
to replace them. There was a crew of eighty to as many as a hundreq
men to cook for. The camp had more conveniences than most, yet
it was primitive to say the least. )

When [ told the folks about the cooks wanting to qunt,.
Mother and Dad decided they would go see Mr. Hartney and see if
they could get the job. He hired them at once. He said all of us
could have our board and that he would pay them $80.00 per mont
for the two of them. They went back to close up the cabin, get wh
personal belongings they would need and took over next day.

Emest had already been working for Hartney as water-boy
but it was a little hard on him. Carrying water for that many men
over the distance he had to travel on foot was not easy. So Mr.Hart
said he could work with Mother and Dad helping out in the kitchen
“flunkey”, as he called it. He would pay him $10.00 per month.

This camp looked like a tent city, which indeed it was,
except there were no stores or saloons. A large dining area had bger.
provided by tarpaulin stretched over poles for the roof. On the side
and in the front were strips of canvas that could be fastened down
to enclose the area, or when the weather was warm they could be

rolled up to let the breeze through. There were three long plank
tables with benches on each side. Each of these would seat perhaps
thirty men. In the back there were two smaller tables. All the table
surfaces were covered with oilcloth.
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The rear of this tent opened into another tarpaulin structure
that was used as a kitchen. Here were two large cooking ranges, a few
plank shelves, a couple more tables and a large chopping block. Some
planks had been nailed across and in these several large spikes had been
driven to hold various large utensils. Here and there were stacks of
large pots, pans, tubs, skillets and so on.

Just beyond this area was the supply tent where the surplus
foods were kept. It had been provided with a wooden floor, walls and
door so animals would be less likely to be able to get to the groceries
and ruin them, especially during the night.

Next to this tent was another where Mother, Dad and Vera
slept. Emest shared a tent with me. The tents where the men bunked
were scattered around wherever a level spot could be found or made.
Some distance away was the area where the horses were kept.

Mother and Dad found this job quite different from anything
they had ever done before. They soon worked out a system that made
it a little easier. When Mr. Hartney saw that they were capable he al-
lowed them to do all the ordering. They could make out lists for any
supplies they needed and it would be brought on my next trip if it
was obtainable.

It not only took skill but much planning and perfect timing
to cook for that many men. With only two stoves, although they were
large ones, there was always the problem of enough space for the large
pots. The main problem was to have enough oven space to do all the
baking that had to be done, for Mother had to bake all the bread. Even
so, she managed to bake pies or cobblers, cakes, bread puddings, hams
and such. She used at least a hundred pound sack of white flour each
day and fifty pounds of graham flour. She baked both white and dark
yeast bread every day. Sometimes she would serve combread or bis-
cuits.

Sometime during each day when she could spare the space
on the stoves she would manage to boil about fifty pounds of potatoes
so they would be cool enough to peel by the time the tables had been
set at night. Emest usually peeled these with Dad helping when he
could spare the time. Sometimes Vera would help. After the potatoes
were peeled they were sliced and hashed by chopping in a large wooden
bowl. These were then placed in a tub to be hash-browned for break-
fast.

Dad and Emest carried the water from a spring out back and
kept buckets of it in reserve on a table in the kitchen, besides keeping

98

the hot water kettles filled for all the water for washing pots, pan
dishes had to be heated on the stoves. They also kept plenty of v
and kindling in the woodboxes. Dad tried to do the lifting of the
pots for they were quite heavy for Mother. Ernest and Dad did a
dishes, pots and pans. As soon as the plates were dried, they wer
placed on the tables, as were the cups, knives and forks. Teaspoc
were placed in spoonholders and spaced at intervals on the tables
the salt, pepper and sugarbowls.

At night while Mother was attending to other preparat
for the next moming’s breakfast, Dad would slice the ham or bac
to have it ready. Each day the coffee beans for the next day mu:
roasted and ground. These chores were time consuming and the
were dead-tired and happy if they could manage to get to bed by
thirty or ten o’clock.

They were up at four to get fires built and to start pre;
breakfast. They let Emest sleep until five. He took care of certa
details such as putting canned milk on the tables for coffee and ¢
tainers of syrup until Mother was ready to start dishing up. Dad
Emest waited on the tables.

By six o’clock breakfast was usually on the tables. Da
would go to the front of the tent and blow a blast from a horn a
the stampede began. This procedure was repeated noon and ev

Dad armed himself with a baseball bat and stood near
entrance. This was in case he had to teach a lesson in manners tc
of the new ones. The ones who had been there for awhile came
quietly. Most of these had certain places where they sat each tir
Trouble arose only if a new one should usurp the place at the tal
a certain one had laid claim to. It was Dad’s purpose to keep the
ing, rushing ones back until the others were in their places, to ca
them down and assure them there was plenty of food and that e
should be provided with all he could eat. I never knew Dad to h
to use the bat, but it served its purpose for none dared to risk ct
lenging him. This method for keeping order greatly amused Jim
Hartney. When he asked Dad how he came up with this solutio:
Dad’s answer amused him even more.

Dad said, “I didn’t raise a lot of hogs for nothin’.”

There was a saying in camp that Jim Hartney had thre
crews, one on the way out, one on the job, and one on the way

Some considered him hard to work for but I never found this tc
so. He expected those he hired to do the job and he would tole
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"no time wasted but SO long as'one was faxr w1th h1m he treated one
with respect and consideration in-return.

: Perhaps one of the reasons for so many coming and going
was due to his firm belief that every man who wanted to work should
be given the opportunity to do so. So long as he had a place where he
‘could use a man he never.tumed anyone down who asked him for a
job.. Some tried to take advantage of this and would not work. Others
stayed only long enough to obtain all they could eat and get the first
paycheck. Others had a great distaste for the primitive comforts the
camp provided and missed the kind of life they were used to in town.
The good workers stayed. So as time went on his crew became one of
the best and the newcomers were fewer.

.~ When 1 first became. acquainted with Jim Hartney, I thought
him to be a vigorous man of perhaps fifty in spité of his scant white
hair and frosty brows. .1 was amazed when I found him to be séventy.

He was of average height and build but one. thought of him as a large
man. Perhaps because of the force of his personality he was thought
to be larger than he actually was. His face was ruddy and smooth ex-
cept for squint creases at the corners of his compelling blue eyes,
which could bore thmugh a man when sizing him up. In this he was
quite accurate.

He spent most of the working hours in the saddle, riding
his horse from one end of the project to the other and seemed always
fully aware of every development.

He expected every man to be on the job and ready to go to
work precisely at seven in the morning and at one in the afternoon.
Setting the example he would be mounted on his horse. With reins
draped over the saddle horn, he would hold his watch in one hand and
in his other hand he would hold a horn. At the moment of seven he
would give a long, loud blast on the horn. Then he would throw back
‘and bellow, with all the strength of his rmghty lungs: * t-i-m-e!”

He was )ust as accurate at noon and ‘quitting time at night.

. But one morning when he reached for his watch he found only part of

the heavy gold chain. The watch was gone!

Those who were waiting with their eyes upon him knew some-

ting was wrong. Panic seemed to seize him. He searched his pockets
frantically, grasped his reins, whirled his horse as if to retumn to his
quarters, seemed to think better of it and gave a blast from the horn
to get the job going. He forgot to roar that it was time but returned
“to his tent at a gallop.

100

.
i

After a futxle search of hxs quarters he appeared at the eat-

* ing quarters and told the folks what had happened. “I set a great stor

by that watch,” he said, “‘and I will grve a handsome reward to anyone
who finds it.”

In addition to his other duties, Emnest took care of Mr. Hart
ney’s horse, cleaning out his stall, putting in fresh bedding and filling
thre manger with hay. He was paid extra for these chores. On this
certain day it was late afternoon before he found the time to clean
the stall. While doing so he saw something glint in the sunlight as he
was forking out the soiled material. Immediately he thought of the
watch and looked. Sure enough, it was the watch with the other part
of the gold chain attached.

Excited, he cleaned it up. It was a handsome watch with
fancy engraving. As far as he could tell it had not suffered any:damag
for it was enclosed with-a hinged cover over the crystal. Emest manag
to be waiting for Hartney when he rode up to the place where he kept
his horse that evening.

It was plain to see that Mr. Hartney was very happy to get
his watch back. He reached in his pocket and handed Ernest a twenty
dollar gold piece. Emest did not think he should accept that much bu
Hartney insisted.

As we became better acquainted with him, Mr. Hartney son

" times told of his experiences prospecting for gold. He had been poor:

they came until he found gold worth a fortune in the Klondike region
of Alaska, he said.

After the first part of the road was finished the camp was
moved deeper into the mountains. We continued to work until the
project was closed down for the winter.

We went back to our cabin on the Baer’s Ranch. We stocke
up on supplies and prepared to spend the winter here until such time
in the spring when Mr. Hartney would be able to resume his project.
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FROM BUCKSKIN TO TEAMBELLS

Chapter 29
PAUL PETROPOLIS

About the time we moved back to our cabin a young fellow,
Paul Petropolis, came to see us. He wanted to board and room with
us. He was a good-looking, well-built man of perhaps thirty. He was
Greek and spoke English enough to make himself understood but with
a noticeable accent.

The folks explained to him that we did not have much to
offer, and that he would have to have a bunk in the log room where
Ernest and I slept. They told him our food was plain and often with-
out much variety out here in the winter-time. However, he could not
be discouraged. He said that he did not in the least mind simple living.
He wanted to live with an American family so he could learn our ways
and to improve his ability to speak English. He had been working with
and camping with some of his own countrymen but he said that did
not enable him to learn better English for they always spoke their
mother tongue when together. He said he would not expect anything
extra but hoped to be treated as one of the family.

Since he was happy to accept and insisted on paying more
thanit was worth for what little we had to offer, he came to board
and room with us.

Paul was engaged in gathering various kinds of green plants;
all kinds of ferns, salal branches, Oregon grape, sorrel and many oth-
ers. He had a market for these in Eureka. They were used for decora-
tion purposes. After gathering a certain amount he would sort and
bale them into neat, square bales, then he wrapped each bale in burlap.
When he had a certain number of bales ready, he shipped them to
Eureka. Some days, he said, he made as much as $25.00, which were

good wages for those days. He worked at this when the weather would

permit. During storms he was always busy with some project.

He was good-mannered and interesting. We all liked him
and enjoyed having him around. He often entertained us with stories
of his homeland. At such times he was sure to add that he thought

erica was a grand country, as though he wanted to make sure we
woults ink he was hompzsick to retumn to Greece. He offered to
teach Greek to = Aera if in turn they would help him to

speak better English.
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One of the first surprises he gave us was when we learned |
was a professional candy maker. When I was about to start for Kort
to bring in our supplies for winter, Paul handed me quite a list of ce1
tain things he wished me to buy for him. He gave me the money to
pay for all of it. He said he had already ordered certain things from
Eureka that should be at Korbel by now and asked if I would pick
them up for him. I was surprised to see among these things there wa
a five gallon can of glucose syrup.

Later after he had all the necessary supplies on hand, Mot|
let him use the cook stove. He turned out quite a variety of very gor
candies. With Paul’s careful tutoring during this winter he taught Er

to make candy. Emest never became an expert, but he could make :

few kinds that were quite good. Paul kept so many varieties of cand
on hand that we soon tired of it.

With snow on the ground, Paul could not gather greenery
so he busied himself with all sorts of projects. He made three rather
comfortable chairs. They were rustic, for he had scant material and
only the crudest of tools available. For the most part he used oak s:
lings, which he cut green. He hewed out the parts he decided to use
He had a method he employed to bend the green oak when he wishe
a curve. He buried the slat in wet ashes and built a fire over it for a
long time to let it steam. After a time he could bend the slat to the
desired degree. He would tie it so it would keep this shape and let
it dry for a time. He made rockers for one of the chairs in this man:
The other two chairs he made the backs and arms more attractive ar
comfortable with wickerwork. I think he used willow for this. At
any rate the chairs were a novelty since we were used to benches for
seats in this camp unless one sat on the side of his bunk.

Since we only had one lantern Paul made makeshift ones.
He used gallon cans turned on their side with a balewire handle. On

- the opposite side from the bail he cut slits, like one would cut a pie,

big enough to hold a tallow candle as it was thrust through these slit
so it would be on the inside of the can for a couple inches. When lit
the reflection from the bright tin seemed to magnify the candle flan
As the candle burned, one could shove more of it inward. We could
carry one of these outside without the wind blowing out the flame.
Indoors it could be hung up by the bail. He called these miner’s lan
terns.

I never knew Paul to complain about anything but if ther
was any one thing harder than another for him to bear in this wilde:
ness living, it must have been the inconvenience one must endure in
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order to take a bath. He always kept his person and his clothing excep-
tionally clean in spite of this. He had to carry all the water for these
purposes from the spring, a distance of perhaps a hundred yards. He
often took a cold bath in a zinc washtub. Sometimes he managed to
take the chill off by heating some of the water in a clean, five gallon
coal oil can placed close to the fire in our bunk cabin.

In the spring he came up with a new idea. He built himself
a shower stall in a grove of small trees near the cabin. To insure priva-
cy he tacked burlap over the frame he built to enclose it. He made a
plank floor. On a strong platform at the proper height he placed a
barrel. He couldfill this barrel with water and when ready allow the
water to flow into a kerosene can placed overhead in the stall. In the
center of the bottom of this can he made a number of nail holes which
allowed the water to spray somewhat like a shower nozzle would do.
This was the first shower I had ever seen.
o Every evening after his bath Paul would put more water in
the barrel but not fill it up. He would also carry several five gallon
cans of water and set them where they would stand in the sun all day.
When he was preparing to take his shower, he poured them into the
barrel. After this on the sunny days, at least, Paul had a happy time
with his bath.

Instead of using a washboard he devised another method.
After soaking his wash in soapy, warm water, he used a sort of plunger
he had made, pumping this up and down over the wash until it was
clean. He had made this device by attaching a handle to the bottom
of a tin can. He got Mother to try it, but she preferred her washboard.

Paul had very white, attractive teeth and took good care of
them. When he was where he could, he not only brushed after every
meal but also when he arose of a morning. This seemed strange to us
for in those days there were few people who brushed their.teeth. At
least the folks we knew did not and many folks had never owned a
toothbrush. This fact must have seemed even more strange to Paul,
but he always seemed ready to accept us just the way we were.
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FROM BUCKSKIN TO TEAMBELLS

Chapter 30
SNOW ON THE MOUNTAINS

When Hartney closed down his camp for the winter, he
cided to have a framework of logs and poles erected to keep the ¢
from mashing down the big cooktent. He kept a couple of men t
main there for the winter and look after things. He hired Emest
Paul to help these fellows get the preparations made, hopefully b
the storms came. As it tumed out, before the project was finishe
started to snow. Paul and Emest decided that they had better ge
to the cabin while they could. They left the rest of the job to Sc
and his companion and made it back to our cabin. It was a good
they left when they did for by the time the storm was over there
three feet of snow at our cabin. Drifts estimated from eleven to
ty feet deep were reported at the summit on the other side of B
ney’s camp. :

This storm, coming when it did, presented a problem 1
serious for us. With the haymow so small in our barn and having
so little time since our return to the cabin, we did not have enou
hay to last long for six horses. Fortunately we had already stocl
on food to last through the winter. Dad and I talked it over and
ed it would be best to take the horses to Blue Lake, rent a barn
stock up on hay. With this storm so severe we hardly knew wha
expect next. The question now was with the snow this deep he:
the cabin, would I be able to make it over Bald Mountain?

Paul said he would like to spend a few days in Eureka
offered to help me get through to Blue Lake with the horses. A
few days he said he would come back and be there with the folk

We put saddles on the two horses we were to ride. Tt
four we put collars and harness on. We left at eight o’clock nex
ing. The going was rough all the way, but when we got to Bald

tain we fought our way through some drifts that must have bee:
feet deep. _

To make it through these drifts we had to dismount :
stamp the snow ahead of our horses. This was slow and exhaus
Even where we succeeded in packing the snow to some degree f
first horses in line were inclined to plunge and panic. They wo
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.rear.on then- hmd feet but theu front feet plungmg onto the snow
helped to break the trail for the rest. “This made it easier for the ones
‘in-the rear, so we used the gentler horses to help us flounder through
the drifts. It took about two hours for every mile of trail. Fortunate-
ly, as we made our way to lower altitudes, the depth of the snow be-
came shallower.

1 was thankful that I knew this road so well. Snow can
transform the appearance of a landscape making it difficult even for
one familiar with the area to keep to the road. I knew where certain
clumps of trees were in relation to the road. I also could estimate
from where certain telephone poles were, or how trees were lined
along the bank. From repeated association I probably employed other
methods of: which Twas not even aware. The job at hand required all
my concentration at the moment and I had no time to speculate on’
anything but making it over this mountain. The canyons were deep, -
should one stray from the road.

, After what seemed a long time we were over the summit.
As we dropped to a lower altitude we finally reached a point where
we could mount and ride the rest of the way. We made it to Blue
Lake just as it was getting dark. A journey of only 18 miles but one
of the most difficult | have ever experienced.

We put the horses in a stable where they were fed and taken
care of, then Paul and I, tired to the point of exhaustion, went to the
hotel, had a good, hot supper, got rooms and went to bed.

Next morning Paul went on to Eureka. I found a barn and
rented it and ordered two tons of hay to be shipped from Eureka. 1
was offered my board and room in exchange for tending bar part of
the time, which I accepted. Though I didn’t much care for that job,

I felt it would help pay my expenses for the winter.

After I got things squared around I went to visit Ada. She
said she would like to spend Christmas out at the cabin with the folks.
1 fold her of ¢ our - perilous. trip over the mountam w1th the horses She
thought this over and still wanted to go.

“Well,” I said, “if there are no more storms and 1f a lot of the
snow has melted by them, we could make it on horseback.

Ada had never ridden much and was not enthused at the pros-

pect of going on horseback but she still wanted very much to go.
Since conditions remained favorable, she came to Blue Lake
a couple of days before Christmas. Early the next moming we prepared

. tostart. When | saw all the stuff she wanted to take I told her we would
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have to have a pack-horse. The school books she was takmg for I
and Vera fitted into the saddle bags with no- trouble: We had a ti
a bulky package she said was breakable. It was a large doll she w:
ing for Vera. I finally got everything tied on to her satisfaction, ¢
were On our way.

Knowing there is a great difference in riding an easy-gaj
saddle horse and a big, plodding workhorse (she was riding Abe),
gested she dismount from time to time to stretch her legs so she v
not tire as much. She did for a few times then declared she wantc
get it over with as soon as possible.

“If I should get off this awful beast one more time,” sl
clared, “I would never have the strength or courage to get back o1

The folks were expecting us. Paul and Emest had a var
of candies on hand. We all had one of the finest Christmases ever
was so stiff and sore for a few days she groaned when she moved,
she said it was worth it in order to be home.

All too soon the time passed and it was time for Ada ar
to go back.

“If I’'m as sore as I was when I got to the cabin,” Ada s:
“I will probably have to spend a couple of days in bed before I go
work.”

She never developed a fondness for horseback riding. P
haps this experience had something to do with it.




McCOMBS FAMILY ON THE REDWOOD CREEK RANCH

1937 was a banner year in the iives of the gugh McCombs family. In June, Hugh got a

job with the road maintenance crew on the Redwood Creek Ranch after four years of
gold mining in the mountains above Hoopa Valley. During the deep depression that was
a way to keep the wolf away from the door when no other jobs were available. Daughter
June graduated with the first graduating class of Hoopa High School and started attending
Humboldt State College. Wife Bess got a teaching position in a one room school at
Showers Pass and had her two children, Evelyn and Jim, as students. She commuted
from Redwood Creek to Showers Pass almost every weekend.

The first two weeks the family moved to Redwood Creek they had to camp in a tent
until the one room rustic cabin was vacant. It rained the entire two weeks and the tent
was not exactly waterproof. The camp was about a quarter of a mile north of the
maintenance yard where the cabin was situated. I think the road maintenance yard was at
the location where the last road crew camped when they built the last section of the road
to Hoopa. There were garages in an el shape for the trucks and equipment. There was a
comparatively nice house on the lower side of the road where the road foreman, Jack
Crow and his wife, Matilda “Tillie”, lived. The front door was level with the road and
the back was supported on tall poles on the steep hillside. There was a small stream on
the north side of the house and the hill was open meadow. We (Evelyn and Mrs. Crow’s
grandson, Don Legier, and sometimes another relative Dalee Dolson) built small
waterwheels in this stream. Most of the local male residents of Redwood Creek worked
on the road crew, as that was the only employment available. The men from Redwood
Valley, Cookson’s and Stover’s, and Jess Woodhouse, who lived at the old Bunkhouse on
the main ranch, and later, June’s husband, Keith Severns, who lived in the house on the
east sides of the road all worked on the roads with Hugh and Jack.

There was a little stream from a good spring that almost ran under the south side of the
cabin. The crystal clear water was piped to Crow’s house and there was a pipe and faucet
outside where we got our water in a bucket. A carport (and I use that term loosely!) was
on the south side of the stream and the cabin where we kept our gas washing machine and
our new 1937 Chevrolet. Don Legier had even built a treehouse behind the garages when
he lived there in the summer. There was no electricity, but Crow’s had a telephone, the
wall type with a crank to ring outside. Each residence had a unique combination of
“longs and shorts” for their identification, i.e. one long and two shorts might be Crow’s.
However, anyone on the line could pick up the phone and listen to the conversation—and
they usually did.

Mrs. Pon (or fondly called “The Old lady) and her son, Andy, lived in the big hotel.
Andy had been a pianist on a cruise ship and played beautifully. We could only
occasionally persuade him to play, as he would rub his hands and say they were stiff
from all the ranch work. Andy wasn’t married when we were there but got married
shortly after we left to Bertha Johnson.

Pete (real name Pierre)lived in a house on the creek side of the road just before the
cement bridge across Minor Creek, with his wife, Wilma “Tudy” Reeves Pon and their
two darling girls, Judy and Carole “Punky”, who was born while we lived there. Mrs.
Pon had a couple of young nephews who came up from San Francisco to visit
occasionally. Tudy’s sister, Lois, also came from Arcata to visit. Lois and I became



good friends and we enjoyed the young boys when they came up. We swam, listened to
the car radio, fished and just visited. When we had been there two years [ had to board in
Arcata to attend High School, so I was able to live with Tudy and Lois’ parents, Bill and
Marie Reeves all four years. My Mother would pick me up and leave me off on her way
from Redwood Creek to Showers Pass on the weekends. In the summer, before my
school started I occasionally stayed with my Lad after Mother’s school started in July. 1
would walk down the hill from where we lived to the Creek and ride back up with my
Dad in the maintenance truck. I would get to spend all afternoon swimming and enjoying
the summer at Redwood Creek. There was a nice swimming hole with a rock to dive
from just down the creek from the hotel.

S

When June and Keith got married they lived in the house on the east side of the road just
before the cement bridge, as that was the main road in front of the hotel and across the
bridge. The house had not been occupied for years when they moved in. They had to
shovel ft out and wash'it with lysol to get It clean. The big fireplace was the only heat
they had. Their first child, Karen, was born while they lived there and I was afraid she’d
freeze to death in that cold old house. The bear would come to the back yard and get
their baby chicks. My Dad was a hunter with hounds and he killed hear and panther-to
keep them from getting the livestock. There was a bounty on panther, $35.00 for males
and $50.00 for females, which was a real gold mine in those days.

Jess and Barbara Woodhouse lived in the old bunkhouse where the men tending the
mule teams in the early days would stay. The trail over the mountain to Hoopa and the
gold mines was a steady stream of mule trains to take supplies to the mines and to the
soldiers. They would carry the large pipes used in placer mining on the mules.

Once in ahile we would see some wild turkeys where we lived. We didn’t realize they
had been “planted” there years back.

Jack Risling tells the story about when his family was going to town in their Model T
Ford and got stuck when crossing Minor Creek in about 1924, There was no bridge there
at that time and they had to drive through the creek. My Uncle Byron came along in his
Buick and pulled them out. Uncle Byron McCombs was the Agricultural Agent for the
Hoopa Indians at that time. Later, when we lived at Redwood Creek, he owned the Berry
Ranch which was up Redwanad Creek fram the Pan Ranch. We would ga aver to visit
Uncle Byron and Aunt Pearl almost every weekend as my Dad would help his brother
with shearing, marking, or any ranch work that needed to be done.
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Jack Crow got small pox in 1940 and Hugh caught them from him. They were quite ill
with them and the Dr. put them in the County Hospital in the isolation ward. We could
only visit my Dad through the window. He couldn’t shave and looked just awful with the
pox all over his face. I was afraid he wouldn’t live. They were vaccinating people in
Hoopa so we all went over the old road and got vaccinated, even though most of us had
been vaccinated before. No one else that we knew of .got small pox. Both Jack and
Hugh recovered with no problems. _

The mail was not delivered beyond Highway 299. There was a large wooden miniature
barn-like box on stilts on the Highway where the road turned off to go to Redwood
Creek. The mail was left in the open box in a canvas sack and people picked up their
mail from there. Ifthey wanted to mail a letter, they put it in another canvas sack and
attached it with a clothes pin to a 2 X 4 that was extended from the mail box and the
mailman would reach out and grab the sack. I don’t recall anyone ever tampering with
the mail.

We moved from the Redwood Creek Ranch in 1941 and did not return until my
Mother, June and I went back in 1997 to reminisce and look around. There was no trace
of the place where we had lived in the rustic cabin. The trees had all grown up and it was
hard to tell there had ever been any human occupation there. The house where June and
Keith lived was in much better condition than when they lived there. It had been painted,
fenced and generally fixed up. The house where Pete and Tudy lived was gone as it had
been washed out in the flood. The old bunkhouse was still there, but looked much
different. The main road did not go past the hotel or over the cement bridge and those
landmarks were not even visible from the current main road. The old hotel looked
absolutely beautiful in its restored state. Power lawnmowers and landscaping made a
park-like yard of the grounds surrounding the hotel. Fifty six years can make a lot of
difference!!
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