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The photograph$ submitted for December 1951 from Coast District - 5 should
make a good basis for enforcing our new anti-logging debris law.

I understand that shortly after Murphy and Smedley made their investigation
in Kay 1951, Captain Lahr made arrangements with the owners to clear the
situation up. That they-have only noncomttally complied is made clear by
the photographs. It appears that only a token attempt was made to provide
a passage under the second cold deck and no effort'at all was expended upon
cleaning up the stream. Mongold tells me it appears the logs are being drag­
ged d01lJl the streambed itself in some places. What particularly irks me
is that after they were allegedly warned th~y then built a second cold deck
across the stream. .

May Creek is only a small tributary to Prairie Creek and may be not consid­
ered important by anyone other than biologists, but it appears from De Witt' s
investigations that these small creeks are the primary spawning areas and
brood streams for Cutthroat Trout. On a field test of our small battery
shocker we collected what appeared to be fingerling CT in the creek between
the U.S. Highway 101 crossing and the logging operations. I observed 55
spawning in a stream smaller than this one about 3 miles up the highwaji from
the May Creek crossing.

I am instructing Elton Bailey to investigate the lower section of May Creek
carefully to determinejuat what fish species are affected. This inform­
ation to be used in the event Patrol tak.esaction.

Both Steve Smedley and myself have di'scuBsed the matter several times with
Captain Lahr. The last time I mentioned it was about January 2, 1952 at
which tim6 he said several of his wardens were working on it.

As I mentioned in the first paragraph - maybe this is our opportunity to
make a case on his new law that will stick.

J. B. KIMSEY
Asst. Fisheries Biologist
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NAME OF STREAM May Cre~k, Humboldt County "
BARRIERS & DIVERSlqNS_ A cold deck of hugO redwood \
10& owned- by the 'Arcata RedWood Company" complete~

1y blocks the upstream'~migrationof!ish~ Much'
lot;g~ deb~,'~aboveH and t>elow- this' co.ld': deck
also :L9 - cloggirig the -stream. ' - ' '
FOOD '

'Plecoptera, Coleoptera samples fonnd~good_
humbers.
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NAME OF STREAM ,)lay Creek, 'Humboldt County
FISH PRESENT: Species SS,CT,' SH (?)

Size" 2 adult SS around 30tl noted 1/8/52'
Abundance -,-'":--_-c' --:----,---,-__

s~cc~s_, --:---,--_-,.,. -=---__
Q;ndicinn -;--_

" Nat. Propagation ,-'~eIlent

Ot~er!~;rh '!W0swailsalmon1ds were,,~,e~D Je, S,t.
3~ Y\ches., long1 ,one above, a:q.d' o~belbwthe

.,"" .
ACcESSIBILITY & REMARKS ON ROUTE (Road or Trail, 'Mileage & Time)

U.S. Highway 101, crosses, the creek approximately
100- yt1s'b~low theSe boundary of Prairie-Creek
State park., The Privaterqad of the Arcata R=d-

, wood 'Company leads. uj?stream.' The creek is
approximately 2 miles N. of the Prairie Cr. Fish,

JgIW~~flDA~~~;:~ticr;;!:.1:'~~~jti:.~~olluJJqpl~ailisf.i!gJ
brat.tt. Othu Rec.reational- Use, Ownership. Posted or ()pen. Pan StoCking. Other Nunes, Nama and :
Accuracy .of MaP'. Sketch Mapl' Phowgraph. Other R.cfuenCe5.) . . I

No aquatic· plants noticed., Mild winter "condi ti on'
s, due to porous soil and heavy vegetation. U~ \
pOlluted except ..for 'logging debris, m~springs,

along streaI!l, Arcat'a_Redwood Co.' owns much-a!
watershed and have, it 'posted,' has not been stock.'
ed in the past~ Stream flows' the year around.
Calif. Piv.' of' Forestry Hi Humboldt Co., 1949
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