
Tembladero Slough: Annual Average and Maximum Nitrate
June 1994 - June 2006 
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Data are collected  monthly.  The blue line is thus the average of twelve months and is likely to be 
reasonably accurate.  The magenta line showing the annual maximum value is almost certainly an 
underestimate of the true annual maximum, because it is unlikely that the annual maximum happened 
to occur during one of the twelve brief visits we made to the site.  
Field samples are collected by volunteer Sue Shaw, laboratory analysis of nutrients is by the Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency, and coordination of the program and analysis of the data is provided 
by the Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve.  All data are available on request; this 
program is currently funded by a grant allocated by the Central Coast Regional Water Quality 
Monitoring Board.



This is a comparison of average nitrate values across all 24 of our stations.  Tembladero Slough is the 
station to the far right (“4TS”).   Note that the average nitrate values at Tembladero Slough are higher 
than at any other station.  (The scale here is in nitrate expressed as nitrate rather than N, so divide by 
about 4 to convert to the axis on the preceding slide).
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Map of monthly water quality 
stations.  The Tembladero Slough 
station is number 24.


