“BUSINESS RULES” FOR the 303(d) Assessment Database
LOE = line of evidence.  A LOE is one complete data assessment.  A decision (list, do not delist, etc.) contains at least 1 LOE.
BU = beneficial use

Implement these rules into your 303(d) data assessments.

1. Each line of evidence needs to have a BU and numeric water quality objective/water quality criterion or evaluation guideline assigned to it.  
a. In the cases where there is no applicable numeric objective, you will need to assign a numeric guideline or criterion to interpret the narrative objective (exception Section 3.10 of Policy).  For each, you will need to document the reference source (e.g. North Coast RWQCB Basin Plan)

2. Each LOE must always have a reference assigned to it.  The field, “Data Used to Assess Water Quality” is a summary of your data assessment, (excluding spatial and temporal representation.)  This field must always reference where the data originated from.  This reference refers back to the dataset/report in your administrative record for which that assessment is based on.  Reference in the field as such:

a. Example text in the “Data Used,..” field:  
i. “Five samples out of 12 receiving water samples contained levels of total recoverable iron that exceeded the MCL (PG&E, 2006).“
3. Each LOE you create should be for only 1 dataset/report.  An LOE should not combine multiple data sets/reports.  The data or report needs to be referenced in the “Data Used,..” field in parentheses (see #2 above).  

4. Do not combine cross-media data into one LOE.  For example, do not combine data from water and tissue into one LOE and sum the total sample size and number of exceedances.  Each media or matrix for a water body pollutant combination needs to have its own separate LOE; they need to be assessed separately.
5. In cases where there is more than 1 applicable BU for an LOE or data assessment, you need to assess each BU separately; each receives its own LOE.

6. All fields in the FACII database require clear and complete descriptions, and complete sentences.  No fragments.  Check your grammar and spelling.  Also double check formatting when copying and pasting.
