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From: Craig J. Wilson

To: ' Melenee Emanuel; Tim Stevens

Date: ~8/15/04 8:21AM

Subject: Fwd: LACSD Response to Public Solicitation- WQ Data and Information for 2004 303(d)
List

For the record.

>>>"H Lamberson" <hlamberson@lacsd.org> Monday, June 14, 2004 >>>
Hi Craig,

Please see attached the Districts' Response to Public Solicitation of Water
Quality Data and Information - 2004 Clean Water Act Section 303(d) List.

Also attached is a Table of Contents which describes the contents of LACSD's
complete information, data, and quality control/quality assurance package,
which is being sent to you (post-marked today) via FedEx.

The FedEx package contains: 1) a hard copy original of the Districts'

letter; 2) a CD which contains Appendices A-D, and F-H, and 3) a CD which
contains Appendix E (data and reports from the Southern California Coastal
Water Research Project's Bight '38 study).

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Heather

Heather Lamberson

Project Engineer

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts
Wastewater Monitoring Section

Voice: (562) 699-7411, Ext. 2828
Fax: (562) 908-4293

e-mail: hlamberson@lacsd.o
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ATATE OF GALIFORNIA + GALIFORNIA EHVIRONMUNTAL PROTECTION ACENCY ' W
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

LOS ANGELES REGION
101 CENTRE PLAZA DRIVE
MONTEREY PARK, CA 51764-2166
1217) 286-7500 S
FAX: 1215) 2667600

January 18, 1996

Charles W. Carry

Chief Engineer and General Manager '
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angelas County
P.O. Box 4998 '

Whittier, CA 90807-4908

Subject: SUPPORTING DATA INFORMATION FOR DRAFT 303(d) UIST {DATED
DECEMBER 21, 1995) <

Mr. Carry:

We recsived your request, dated Decembar 27, 18985, for documentation and supporiing data
to explaln the cassifications of waterbodlas on the draft 303(d) list. Table 1 (attached)
contains a summary of the dala and data sources for the 18 wotwibudies included in your
request. For those parameters where water column data were not used, namely
bloaccumulation data and special studles, the appropriate reference is cited. Many of these
references were described to Sharon N. Green in a telephone converealion with Heather Trim,
of my staff, on January 3, 1898. Recent data from the State Mussel Watch and State Toxic
Substances Monitoring Program are avallable on the State Water Board's elactronic bulletin
board (818) 867-9722. As a comection to the 303(d) list, please note that "TIS{As)" was
inadvertenlly placed on San Gabriel River Reach 1; it has been removed.

The USEPA Guidefines for Preparation of the 1996 Slate Waler Qually Assessmants (305(b)
Reports) provides formulas for assessments of seven 305(b) beneficial use catagories that are
evaluated on the 303(d) list: fish consumption, shelifish harvesting, aquatic life support,
swimming or primary conlact recreation, secondary contact recreation, drinking water supply,
and agricutture. The full comploment of beneficial uses,-as designated In the Reglon's Water
Quality Control Plan (June 13, 1994; hereafter Basin Plan) have been combined into these
categorlas as appropriate. Each of these beneficlal use categories ls assesaed accarding to
the following classifications: fully supporting, fully supporting but threatened, partially
supporting, not supporting, and not assessed. Waterbodies that are classified as partially
supporting and not supporting are considered *impaired.” Impaired watarbodies are listed on
the 303(d) llat if they do not, or are not expected to, attain water quality atandards after .
application of required technology-based controls.

Assessmant guidelines (see table 2) are dascribed below along with the criteria or standards
agalnst which the data were compared. -

Aguatic Lifa Support: Aquatic fife suppert was assessed based on biclogleal and
habilat factors or on physical and chemicsl data. Biologlcalhabilat assessments in this
Region include reparted or observed sediment and erosion impacts by ataff and other



state and federal biologists as well as published documents such as the Santa Monica

Bay State of the Bay Report (1894).

Physical and chemical water data, as well a8 sediment, toxicity and bicaccumulation
data, were used for most of the aquatic life assessments in the Region. Physical and
chamical waler column data includes toxic substances (priority pollutants, chlorine and
ammonta) and conventional constituents or stressors (dissolved oxygen, pH, and
temperalure). Criteria for aquatic lifs support were drawn from the Basin Plan and the
USEPA's Qualilty Criteria for Water (1988 and updatas).

For lakes, trophic status was assessed based on the following factors: tolal
phosphorus, chlorophyll a, secchi transparency, frequency of algal blooms, surface
scum and mat, turbidity, reduction of water depth due to sediment, extent of nuisance
macrophyte growth, and aasthetics. ‘

Primary Contacl Recreation: FPrimary contact recreational uses were assessed based
on bathing area closure daia, caliform bacteria data, hazardous substances and
aesthetics. Bathing closure data were acquired from the Los Angeles and Ventura -
County Departments of Health Services. Fecal coliform slandards used are listed in
the Basin Plan. State and federal drinking water secondary MCLs, state action levels,
and criteria from McKee and Wolf (1963: Water Quality Criterla, State Waler
Resources Control Board, Publication No. 3-A) were also used to assess the aesthetic
(e.g., odor) status of the waterbodies. The magnilude of additional problems such as
persistent scum, oily films, excessive algae growth, trash, and persisient observations
of non-natural foam and/or odor were assessed using best professional judgement
following the guldelines In table 2.

Secondary Contact Recreation: Most waterbodies in the Reglon are designated for
non-contact recreation. This use includes aclivities where watar is not normally
ingested. The assessment for this use included coliform bacteria standards listed in
the Basi.in Plan and many of the same aesthetic factors as for primary contact
recreation.

Fish and Shellfish Consumption: Fish and shellfish consumption was assessed based
on fishing advisorlos. Guldelines for use of advisory data are listed in table 2.

Drinking water. Assessment of the use of waterbodies In the Reglon for drinking water
was based on state and federal primary and secondary MCLs and toxicity action levels
as well as tho Basin Plan. Assessment of waterbodies (ambient surface water data)
for drinking water differs from other usas In that the median rather than mean of data Is
considered {per USEPA guldance).

Agriculture: Standards for agricutural use of the Reglon's waterbodies ara from Ayers
and Westcot (1885: "Water Quality for Agriculture,” Food and Agricultura Organlzation
of the United Natians - lrrigation and Dralnage Paper No. 28, Rev. 1). In addition, staff
at a local laboratory were consulled for standards that are used in the agricultural
community In Ventura and Los Angelea Counties.
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Should you have any addltional quésﬂons, please call Heather Trim at'(21 3) 266-7553 or me
at (213) 266-7657. Thank you for your interest.

Wendy Phillips, Chief
Planning Unit

Sincapaly,

¢c.  Sharon N. Green, Government Affairs Analyst, County Sanitation Districts
Dave Smith, USEPA Reglon IX

Nancy Richard, Monitoring and Assessment Unit, DWQ, SWRCB

Attachments: Table 1 and Table 2
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Table 1. County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 303(d} data request

. Explanatoty notes for interprating the table:

The unils Gre In ppm unless noted below,

mummhwuuaummmm To conserve space, the descriptive temms have Been sliminated. For sach constiiuent, the top row Is number of samples, aecmdrwhmmuf
vihies [mintvum to maximum}, sd thind row s mesn plus or minus standard devialion. Means ane net given for pH and fecal coffomm.
For wome conatiuents a "% next o the maan indicates that no standand devistion has been calculated because tham is ncl » nomnat disiribution or thete are less than 3 samplas.

ABBREYATIONS and unita in  hegder row (peimarfly water column datak

Tempatature yalues tn tahle are in Centigrada.
Hydrogren lon activily (stnd unlts)

Digsolved cxygen (ppm}

Total digsodved eolids (party per milken: ppm)

jae-iseeny
i

ek beudelty See references and dascripfions 1-8 below.
1. Caiomnis Stais Water Resources Bosrd. State Mussel Watch Program. Tissue data: Elevatsd metats of srganic chemicals am fsted. Maxdmum concentrafions ams ahown In

parenthesis.

2 Calfornia State Water Resources Board, Bay Protection and Toxde Cleanup Program. Far sediment chamistry, ubvatodnnhlloromn!zchefnmlm fsted. Maxtmum
concantrations are shown in psrenthesis. For sediment or watss taxicity tests, survival rates of tast oryanisms am deacribed g3 “low”, "scor”, of *good™.

3 Califomin Siste Water Resources Baard. Toxic Substence Monitorfng Program, Tissue data: Elevated consiitoents are shown with standard exceeded in parenthesis.

4. Calfornis Department of Fish snd Geme; 1834-1698. Cafffornia Sport Fishing Reguiations,

3. Regional Wates Quality Control Board, 1995. Dmaft Final Report Tandeity Study of the Santa Clara River, San Gabria! River, and Cafieguas Creek.  For water toxiclly tests,
survival rates of teat crganksms are described as "poar”, "reduced”, or "good™ (Bio-toxicity).

6. Sants Monica Bay Restotation Project 1534, State of the Bay, 1983; Characterization study of the Santa Morkea Bay Restorstion Plan.

N+N Nitrate-N + Nitrite-N {pom)

Fec Cel Fecal coiiform for Inland surface waterbodies (MPN) .

‘FockCol. w&mywmmmmnmwm mmhmmmmgemwofmmmm fursmfzcmsampimawm HMost of these
aress 3o sampled weakly,

Tot Cal. (Coasta} feetures) see Facal cofiform above.

Shein'ts Ag {Siver), Ba (Bariurn), Cd {Cadmlum), Cr (Chromium), W(Chmtbm\ﬂ).CU(Goppof),Pb{Laad).So(Stbmum).ZnZIr:). and Hg (Mercury). Ba {Berylium) was scanned by

anly @ few sganclen. The number of sampling events or scans for metals Is at the tp of column. Indiridual metals are fisted £ they wers detectad af levals above tha detection mi
and maximum concantration found Is shown.  In eofme cases only cne or two metils were scanned o lame number of times &nd thess ate Indicatsd tn the column {e.g.. B¥ 41
treetals wers scanned 1 or 2 mes bt copper snd 2inc wer scanned 67 times) (ppb).

Ong Chem Sse Organie chemicals on next page.

Baach Ciosures  Bathing sreas ciosures izsved by courty departments of hsaith,

thcmn‘mﬂon Fish consumption advisories,

Tadie ! FPape t
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i 8. FISHERIES HABITAT ASSESSMENT

WATER QUALITY

The results of the spot-check water quality measurements are summarized in Table 8-5 and the
results of the continuous water temperature loggers are presented in Appendix C.

3

TABLE 8-5
WATER QUALITY

?lf’ﬁ,‘s,,-?.gﬂ. Pascadaro Water Lane S-Sap-m .
;ﬁqssggo Pescaderc  Cloverdals Road 21.Aug-03 16:00 232 208 730 768 882 79 528 460

08| Pescadsro USGS Gage  8-Sep-03 1145 17.7 17.0 764 611 945 B4 278 396
)R Wg | Pescadero Loma Mar 9-Sep-03 12200 194 169 726 812 025 B5 182 3580
hP 1404  Pescadero Wurr Road 9-8ep-03  $0:30 176 154 707  9.01 903 87 238 262
Iﬁ ES1 %o' Pascadere  Towne Fire Road 21-Aug-03 &35 190 173 679 832 973 82 240 4.19
" ES-;:.Z»P Tarwater Tarwaler Cr. 11-8p-03 14:10 215 148 1472 683 677 81 141 010
ji I‘Eglggé Peaters Lower Pelers Cr,  22.Aug-03 1320 194 169 7a7 213 948 83 1.74 142
;, R ”mgm‘ Pescadero Portola SP 22-Aug-03 15:20 106 17.9 635 8568 904 B2 242 233
.nfﬁ??ﬁ!i: Slata Lower Slate Cr.  22-Aug-03 10:16 17.8 154 703 913 @14 B3 144 0326
‘ PIf.IS,ZIOl, Qit Lowar Qil Cr. 5-Sgp-03 10:00 140 134 809 922 883 66 135 (65
it n?n%zm oil Uppqr Gl Cr. 4-5ep-03 15120 218 165 602 838 858 85 273 138
At Slg:'!,gi‘ Waterman Above Bridge  4-5ep-03 10:45 175 154 778 7.97 7.8 84 382 020
;1’%5%49'1 Pescadero Headwaters 5-%ep-03 14115 180 151 748 826 822 82 124 013
gﬁE gﬁﬂqu{{ Evans Pariola SP Road  11-Sep-03 13:00 DRY DRY DRY DRY DRY DRY DRY ODRy
,;.E'Es%ag{é Lambert Lambert Cr. 24-Sep-03  12:00 184 150 512 881 BB5 85 294 ] 0.30
WHES38 Peters Upper Paters Cr.  24-Sep-03 1345 171 158 520 868 B7.2 B84 181 017
hPES?JD Trestle Old Haul Road ~ 11-Sep-03 10:50 162 138 362 0603 874 84 135 013
_i;;ﬁwm :{é Litle Boulder ~ Saw MIll Road  6-Sep-03  12:00 162 139 554 6.98 87.0 64 342 0.13
]J"B‘H;I'“ggap Butano Lower Butane  B-Sep-03 1330 178 188 385 036 1008 86 6289 1.93
i"PlrJWTmSnéZE Butane Girt Scout Camp  23-8ep-03 9:20 196 153 428 785 784 76 1090 1.13
”':,"M‘Aggm Litle Butano Little Butano 8-Sep-03  10:15 187 143 329 509 888 B2 326 035
4BUTO70! Butano Upper Butano  23-Sep-03 11:50 186 141 421 887 863 82 375 050

None of the water quality results are indicative of adverse conditions for salmonids or other
aquatic organisms. A dissolved oxygen concentration of 5 milligrams per liter (mg/1) is generally
considered to be the lower end of the tolerance range of Pacific salmonids. All measured
dissolved oxygen levels were above 6.8 mg/l and most were within the 8 to 9 mg/l range. As
would be expected, water temperatures during the late summer and early fall of 2003 were
highest in the lower watershed where wide channels reduce the amount of shading offered by
riparian vegetation, Afternoon spot-check water temperatures at PES050 and PES070 exceeded
the generally accepted upper salmonids tolerance limit of 18°C (the lethal limit is 24°C), but most
other temperature readings suggested adequate conditions for salmonids.
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