
LOS ANGELES REGION 
101 CENTRE PLAZA MINE 
PONTERM PARK. CA 917692168 

January 18, 1996 

Charles W. Cany 
Chief Engineer and General Manager 
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 
P.O. Box 4998 
Whittier, CA 906074998 

Subject: SUPPORTING DATA INFORMATION FOR DRAFT 303(d) LIST (DATED 
DECEMBER 21,1995) 

Mr. Carry: 

We received your request, dated December 27, 1995, for documentation and supporting data 
to explain the dassifications of waterbodies on the draft 303(d) list. Table 1 (attached) 
contains a summary of the data and data sou- for the 18 water bodies in~luded in your 
request. For those parameters where water column data were not used, namely 
bioaccumulation data and special studies, the appropriate reference is cited. Many of these 
references were described to Sharon N. Green in a telephone conversation with Heather Trim, 
of my staff, on January 3, 1996. Recent data from the State Mussel Watch and State Toxic 
Substances Monitoring Program are available on the State Water Board's electronic bulletin 
board (916) 657-9722. As a correction to the 303(d) list, please note that 'TIS(A8)" was 
inadvertently placed on San Gabriel River Reach 1; it has been removed. 

Ihe USEPA Guidelines far Preparation of the 1996 State Water Quali?y Assessments (305(b) 
Reports) provides formulas for assessments of seven 305@) beneficial use categories that are 
evaluated on the 303(d) list: fish consumption, shellfish hawesting, aquatic life support, 
swimming or primary conlad recreation, secondary contact recreation, drinking water supply, 
and agriculture. The full complement of beneficial uscs, as designated in the Region's Water 
Quality Conlml Plan (June 13, 1994; hereafter Basin Plan) have been combined into these 
categories as appropriate. Each of these beneficial use categories is assessed according lo 
the following classifications: fully supporting, fully supporting but threatened, partially 
supporting, not supporting, and not assessed. Waterbodies that are dassif3ed as partially 
supporting and not supporting are considered "impaired." Impaired waterbodies are listed on 
the 303(d) list if they do not, or are not expected to, attain water quality standads after 
application of required technology-based controls. 

Assessment guidelines (see table 2) are described below along with the criteria or standards 
against which the data were compared. 

Aquatic Life Support Aquatic life st~ppart was assessed based on biolagical and 
habitat factors or on physicaI and chemical data. Biologicalhabitat assessments in this 
Region include reported or observed sediment and erosion impacts by staff and other 



state and federal biologists as weli as published documents such aa the Santa Monica 
Bay State of the Bay Report (1994). 

Physical and chemical 'water data, as well as sediment, toxicity and bioaccurnulation 
data, were used for most of the aquatic life assessments in the Region. Physical and 
chemical water column data includes toxic substance8 (priority pollutants, chlorine and 
ammonia) and conventional constituents or stressors (disaolvcd oxygen, pH. and 
temperature). Criteria for aquatic life support were drawn from the Basin Plan and the 
USEPA's Quality Criteria for Water (1986 and updates). 

For lakes, trophic status was assessed based on the following factors: total 
phasphorus, chlorophyll a, secchi transparency, frequency of algal blooms, surface 
scum and mat, turbidity, reduction of water depth due to sediment. extent of nuisance 
macrophyte growth, and aesthetics. 

Primary Contact Recreation: Primary contact recreational uses were assessed based 
on bathing area closure dab, coliform bacteria data, hazardous substances and 
aesthetics. Bathing closure data were acquired from the Los Angeles and Ventura 
County Departments of Health Services. Fecal coliform standards used are listed in 
the Basin Plan. State and federal drinking water secondary MCLs, state action levels, 
and criteria from McKee and Wolf (1963: Water Quality Crlterla, State Wle r  
Resources Control Board, Publication No. 3-A) were also used to assess the aesthetic 
(e.g., odor) status of the waterbodies. The magnitude of additionai problems such as 
persistent scum, oily films, excessive algae growth, trash, and persistent observations 
of non-natural foam andlor odor were assessed using best professional judgement 
following the guidelines in table 2. 

Secondwy Contact Recreation: Most waterbodies in the Region are designated for 
non-contact recreation. This use includes activities where water is not normally 
ingested. The assessment for this use included colifonn bacteria standards listed in 
the Basin Plan and many of the same aesthetic factors as for primary contact 
recreation. 

Fish and Shel/fish Consumption: Fish and shellfish consumption was assessed based 
on fishing advisories. Guidelines for use of advisory data are listed in table 2. 

Dn'nking water: Assessment of the use of waterbodies in the Region for drinking water 
was based on state and federal prirnaty and secondaty MCLs and toxicity action levels 
as well as the Basin Plan. Assessment of waterbodies (ambient surface water data) 
for drinking water differs from other uses in that the median rather than mean of data is 
considered (per USEPA guidance). 

AgdcuIfure: Standards for agricultural we of the Region's waterbodies are from Ayes 
and Westcot (1985: "Water Quality for Agriculture,' Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations - Irrigation end Drainage Paper NO. 29. Rev. I). In addition, staff 
at a local laboratory were consulted for standards that are used in the agricultural 
community in Ventura and Los Angeles Counties. 



Should you have any additional questions, please call Heather Trim at (213) 266-7553 w me 
at (213) 26@76$7. Thank you for your interest 

Since ly, 

&q$JJq< 
Wendy ~hillipg Chief 
Planning Unit 

cc: Sharon N. Green, Government Affairs Analyst, County Sanitation Districts 
Dave Smith, USEPA Region IX 
Nancy Richard, Monitoring and Assessment Unit, DWQ, SWRCB 

Attachments: Table 1 and Table 2 



Tabie I. County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 303{d) data request 

Ttm wits a n  in ppm u n h  no!ed bbw. 

Most d the defo In thls taMs m weler alumn dab. to a n m e  spaee, the descriptive terms have been elirnineted. Far each onslituenl, the top mw k number of sampb, gecdnd raw is r r q e  d 
-0s (dnlmum to maximum), and thlrd row k mean plus or minus standard deviation. Means are not given for pH and fecal califom, 
For mme anrtibents r 'W' naxt Lo me Indicates fhat no standard deviation him h n  u lu la ted  beceusethtre is no1 a noml disfributlon or there are less than 3 samplw. 

ABBREVIATIONS and unlb In header row (primamy -tor dumn data): 

See mferwrcss and dssc r i ph  f-0 below. 

r. CoNfdmlP Stotr, Water Rarourcar Bosrd. Shte M w l  Wabh Pmgrarn. T'ue data: Elevatsd metab or organlc chemlwlo are listed. Muximum eoncentntlonr am show in 
parenVwsir. 
2 Calltomb State W&af Rcroum~ Board. Bay PrOteCtlon and To& Cleanup Progmm. For asdimant chwnistfy, elevated maala w orgonlc cbernicals am Iiabd. Mwlrnum 
ooncentmlions am rhom In p e m t h m k  For 8edlmcmt or wPtM tOxlci(Y tasb. WlVivd rate8 of te0t or~anierns are dmcdbad ns glew, 'poor, or "good". 
3 California Stab Wabr ~ u r c a r  bard .  Toxic Suba!anw Monito6ng P?OWn Tissue dato: Elwntnd conatitusnb are shown with standard lucaeded In pamnlhesis. 
4. wjfomla P s p o h n t  ot F W  and Game; 18961998. Calbrnia Sport F i i n g  Regubtionr. 
5. R s g i i l  Welw O u r l i ~  CorNol Board. 1995. Omit Flml Report: TowW S M y  ol me Santa Clan River, San Gabrlel Rlver, and CPlbgw Creek For water toxldty tdrts, 
survOval raM of teat organhs am dewxibad u 'poor, 'raducad", or w" (Bi-kSty). 
6. Sam Monica Bey Redatetion P m J d  1994. SMfe ofthe Bay, 1993: Characterizltion study ofthe Santa Monb Bay Restontkn Plan, 

A m n o n M  @pml 
NrtrnM + NiHls-N mn) 
F e d  wlUm tar Inland surtrca waterbodibs (MPN) 
(Cora l  F6afum) FecaI Colllorm: dy weathsr and vzet werthec the numbers in these calumna are avemgb number of sxcesdcncea tor rurkone sampling events. M d  of these 
area a n  sampled w k l y .  
(Coashl featurn) we Fecal mlilonn above. 
Ag (Sihw), Ba (Bahm), Cd {Cadmium), Cr (Chromium), CNL  chromium MI, Cu (Copper), Pb (Lead), Se (Selenium), Zn Zinc), and Hg (Mercury). Be (Beryllimn) wer scanned by 
only a few a@x~clee. The number of mnpltnE mmb or scam fa motels Lr ai the top of cotumn, Individual metals ua listed I they wen  detected at leds e m  the detedbn limit 
and m h u m  conaantratlon found Is s l w n .  lo eome a w l  mly one or two matab wers scanned o iaw number of t h s  and t W  are indicated h the oolumn (e.g., ell $1 
M a b  w m  ocmrmcl1 a 2  (h#s but EoOpsr end t in t  wen mnned 67 Bmes) @pb]. 
Sea Orgenlo chernlcab on nexf page. 
W i n g  arms clotunr Wed by cwnfy depzdma~ts of health. 
FW oonsumflon e d v k r b .  



A M  KlONAL ABBREVIATIONS 

Orp ChbmD Otgunlc ctremialr. Them chemluls we ueually analyzed tor hater sampkr (In general number of sampling ffsnts I6 shown at top ot colvnn). If sedimant rampks on anstyred - 
then tho terns H20 and Sed or, ulsd to dlstbulrh the analyr~s [number of samples are shown In parenfheslu). Organic chemicals that are defected a- detsctbn llmtb am 
indicated by Um toltowlng abbreviations: 

Vk&r Column organk ~~1 
a bunan0 
b baomodlthlommethane 
0 bromom 
d drloWrm 

a! DNBP 
am 4Chbro-Srnethylphenol 
an 2,4,&Trkhbropheno1 
no Psntachkrophenol 
ep 2-Chlwophewl 
aq 2-Nltropheol 
ar 2,4-OlnKrophenol 
as 2,4-Dlmethylphenol 
at Wahylphsnal 
eu Hepkckbr 
w Aldrln 
aw bptnchbt wide 
ew Ob#rln 
my Endfin W h y &  
u Endosulfan I 
ha Endawlhn I1 
bb 4.4'-DDD 
be 4,C-DDE 
W 4,CQI)l- 
kr TPH 
bf 1 . 1 - M  
bg t,ldichlorosfhyl~~e 
bh 1.2-DCA 
bt 1 , 2 , 3 - T ~ l o m b e ~ n e  
bj 1,2,3-'mchloroproprnr 
bk f,3,5Trochlorobemene 
bl Dlbromethano 
brn MotAyU-butyl ether 
bn Mchbrotriiuoroelhne (F113) 
ba 2.4.6-Trkh 
bp End* 

Ssdlnmnf organic c h e ~ k :  
sa Lead 
~b 4.C.DDD 
ac 4.4'-ODE 
sd 4,4'-DDT 
w Co!+r 
sf Dbldrin 
sg Mercury 
ah Gamma-BHC (Undone) 
st Cadmium 
61 Batlum 
sk Zinc 
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