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From: Craig J. Wilson 
To: Melenee Emanuel; Tim Stevens 
Date: 6/15/04 8 : 2 1 ~ ~  
Subject: Fwd: LACSD Response to Public Solicitation- WQ Data and Information for 2004 303(d) 
List 

For the record 

>>> "H Lamberson" <hlamberson@lacsd.org> Monday, June 14,2004 >>> 
Hi Craig, 

Please see attached the Districts' Response to Public Solicitation of Water 
Quality Data and Information - 2004 Clean Water Act Section 303(d) List. 
Also attached is a Table of Contents which describes the contents of LACSD's 
complete information, data, and quality controllquality assurance package, 
which is being sent to you (post-marked today) via FedEx. 

The FedEx package contains: 1) a hard copy original of the Districts' 
letter; 2) a CD which contains Appendices A-D, and F-H, and 3) a CD which 
contains Appendix E (data and reports from the Southern California Coastal 
Water Research Project's Bight '98 study). 

Please let me know if you have any questions 

Sincerely, 

Heather 

-------- 
Heather Lamberson 
Project Engineer 
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 
Wastewater,Monitoring Section 
Voice: (562) 699-741 1, Ext. 2828 
Fax: (562) 908-4293 
e-mail: hIamberson@lacsd.org 
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January 16, 1996 

Charles W. Carry 
Chief Enaineer and General Manager 
County &nila~on Oistricta of LOB hgeles County 
P.O. Bar 4990 

Subject: SUPPORTING DATA INFORMATION FOR DRAFT 303(d) UST (DATED 
DECEMBER 21,1995) 

Mr. Carry: 

We received your request, dated December 27, 1965, for documentaUon and suppor l i~  data 
to explain the dassiflcallons of walerbodles on the draft 303(d) list. Table 1 (attached) 
contains a su'mmary of the data and data sources for the 18 watuilurliw included In your 
request. For those parameters where water column data were not used, namely 
bloaccumulation data and spedal studles, tho appmprlate reference Is cited. Many of these 
ntferences ware described to Sharon N. Green in a telephone conversalion with Heather Trim,' 
of my staff, on January 3, 1996. Recenl data fmm the State Mussel Watch and State Toxic 
Substances Monitoring Program are available on the Stele Water BoaWs electronic bulletin 
b a r d  (016) 867-0722. As a correctlon to the 903(d) list, please note that 'VS(As)" was 
inadvertently placed on San Gabriel River Reach 1: It has been removed. 

The USEPA Guidelines for Prepamtion of Ute 1996 Slate Wafer Qual~WAssessmanfs (305(b) 
Reporfs) provides formulas for assessmenls of seven 305@) benefidal US0 categodes that are 
evaluated on the 303(d) list: fish consumption, shellflsh hatvesting, aquauc life eupport, 
swimming or primary contad recreation, secondary contact recreation, drlnklng water supply, 
and egrlwnura. The full complement of beneRalal uscs, oa designated In the Roglon'o Water 
Quality Contd Plan (Juns 13, 199); hereaftor Basin Plan) have been combined Into these 
categorles as appropriate. Each of Ulese beneficial use categorlee ie assessed according to 
Ule following classlflcations: fully supportlng, fully supporting but threatened, partlafly 
supporting, not supportlng, and not assessed. Waterbodles that are dasslfied as partially 
supporting end not supporting are considered Impaired." lmpalred waterbodii are listed on 
the 303(d) llat if they do not, or are not expected to, attain water quality standards after 
aPPlicaUon of required technology-based controls. 

Assassrnentgulde~nes (see table 2) ere described below along wilh the uiteda Or standards 
against which the data were compared. 

Apuolk Ufa Suppofi AquaUc life s~~pport was assessed based on biOroglc8l and 
habMat factom or on physicel and chemical data. BlologleaYhabitat assessments in thk 
Region include reported or observed sediment end eroslon impacts by staff and Other 



state and federal biologists as well aa published documents such as the Santa Monlca 
Bay State orU~e Bay Reporf (1994). 

Physlcal and chemicalLvater data, as wll as sedimenl. toxicity and bioaccumulation 
data, were used for most of the aquatlc life essessmcnts In the Region. Physical and 
chemical waler column data includes loxlc substances (priority pollutanls, chlorine and 
arnmonla) and conventional constituentn or stressors (dissolved oxygen, pH. and 
temperature). Criteria for aquatlc life support were drawn hom Ule Basin Plan and Ute 
USEPA'S Quality Cdteris for Water (1986 and updates). 

For lakes, trophic status was assessed based on the following factors: total 
phosphoms, chlorophyll a, secchi transparency, frequency of algal blooms, surface 
scum and mat, turbidiw, reduction of water depth due to sediment, extent of nuisance 
mamphyte growth, and aesthetics. 

Pdmary Conlacl RecreaHon: Primary contad recreational uses were assessed based 
on bathing area closure data, col~form bacteria data, hazardous substances and 
aesthetics. Bathing closure data were aqulred from the Los Angeles and Vcntura 
County Departments of HealU1 Services. Fecal u~liform standards used are llsted kr 
the Basln Plan. State and federal drinking water secondary MCLs, state adion levels. 
and criterfa from McKee and Wolf (1963: Waler Quallty Crllerla, State Waler 
Resources Control Board, Publication No. 3-A) were also used to assess the aesthetic 
(e.g., odor) status of the waterbodies. The magnilude of addiuonal problems such as 
persistent scum, oily films, excessbe algae growth, trash, and persistent observaUons 
of non-natural foam andlor odor were assessed using best pmfesslonal judgement 
following the guidelines In table 2. 

Secondery Contact Recreation: Most waterbodies in Ule Reglon are designated for 
nonsontacl recreation. This use includes activities where water Is not normally 
Ingested. The assessment for thle use included mliform bacteria standards listed in 
the Basin Plan and many of the same aesthetic factom as for primary contact 
recreation. 

Fkh and SnelNlsh ConsumpUon: Flsh and shellfish consumpt)on was assessed based 
on fishing adviaotios. Guldellnes for use of advls~y data am llsted In table 2. 

Ddnkfng wafer: Assessment of h e  use of waterbodies In the Reglon for drinking water 
was based on state and federal primary and secondary MCLs and toxicity adion levels 
as well as the Basln Plan. .~ssessment of waterbodies (amb/ent surface water data) 
lor drinking water diem from other usen In that the medlan rather than mean of data is 
considered (per USEPA guklance). 

AgdwIure: Standards for agricultural w e  of the Reglon's waterbodies ara from Ayem 
and Westcot (1085: 'Water Quality for Agdculture,' Food and Agriwltura Organlzatbn 
of the United Nations - IrrigaHon and Dralnsge Paper No. 20. Rev. 1). In addlon, staff 
at a local laboratory were consulted for slandarda that are used in the agricultural 
community In Venture and Los Angelea Countlee. 



Should you have any additional questtons, plea- call Heather Trim et (213) 2687553 or me 
at (213) 208-7657. Thank you for your interest 

Wendy philiipg Chief 
Planning Unit 

cc: Sharon N. Oreen, Government Affairs Analyst, County Sanitation Districts 
Dave Smith, USEPA Reglon IX 
Nancy Richard, Monitoring and Assessment Unlt, DWO, SWRCB 

Attachmenla: Table 1 and Table 2 
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. . . .  . . 8. FISHERIES HABITAT ASSESSMENT 

WATER QUALITY 

The results of the spot-check water quality measurements are summarized in Table 8-5 and the 
results of the continuous water temperature loggers are presented in Appendix C. 

TABLE 8-5 
WATER QUALITY 

Poscadero CIoverdaIeRoad 21.Aug.03 16:Oo 23.2 20.8 730 7.89 86.2 7.9 5.28 4.80 
Pescadsro USGSGage 8-Sop03 11:45 17.7 17.0 764 9.11 94.5 8.4 2.78 3.98 
Pescadero LomaMar 9-Sop03 12:OO 19.4 15.9 728 9.12 92.5 6.5 1.92 3.50 
Pescadsro WunRoad 9-Sep-03 10:30 17.8 15.4 707 9.01 90.3 8.7 2.39 2.82 
Pescadero Towns Fire Road 21-Aug-03 9:35 19.0 17.3 679 9.32 97.3 8.2 2.40 4.19 
Temaler TonvaterCr. 11-Ssp-03 14:lO 21.5 14.8 1472 8.83 67.7 8.1 1.41 0.10 

None of the water quality results are indicative of adverse conditions for salmonids or other 
kiquatic organisn~s. A dissolved oxygen concentration of 5 milligrams per liter (mdl)  i s  generally 
considered to be the lower end of the tolerance range of Pacific salmonids. All measured 
dissolved oxygen levels were above 6.8 mg/l and most were within the 8 to 9 mgtl range. As 
would be expected, water temperatures during the late summer and early fall of 2003 were 
highest in the lower watershed where wide chantiels reduce the amount of shading offered by 
riparian vegetation. Afternoon spot-check water temperatures at PESO50 and PESO70 exceeded 
the generally accepted upper sal~notiids tolerance limit of 18°C (the lethal limit is 24"C), but most 
other temperature readings suggested adequate conditions for salmonids. 

Pcrcodero-BUIG~O Watcrahad ~ s % r r s m ~ n f  8-12 ESA 1202395 
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