CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION

RESOLUTION NO. R7-2009-0014

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE 303(d) LIST
OF IMPAIRED WATER BODIES AND PREPARATION OF THE
2008 INTEGRATED REPORT
FOR THE COLORADO RIVER BASIN REGION

WHEREAS,

1.

The Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the Colorado River Basin for the
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) contains the Regional Board's
water quality standards, which consist of designated beneficial uses, water quality
objectives necessary to protect those uses, and state and federal water quality control
policies.

Section 305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires each State to monitor,
assess and repoert on the quality of its waters relative to the designated beneficial uses.

Section 303(d) of the CWA requires the State to identify surface waters that do not meet
applicable water quality standards even after application of certain technology-based
controls.

Every two years, the State of California is required by CWA section 303(d) and Title 40
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section 130.7 to develop and submit to the U.S,
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for approval a list of polluted waters or water
quality limited (or impaired) segments (distinct portions of rivers, streams, lakes, ocean
waters, etc.). This list is commonly referred to as the "303(d) List" or the "List of impaired
Waters.”

The 303(d) List must also include a description of the pollutants causing impairment and
priority ranking of those impaired waters for the purposes of development of Total
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs).

The Regional Board's 303(d) List is reviewed and updated as necessary and is subject
to the approval of the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) and the
USEPA. The Regional Board’s 303(d) List was last updated in 2006, approved by the
State Board that same year, and approved by the USEPA in 2007.

CWA section 305(b) requires states to submit to USEPA for approval a report assessing
statewide surface water quality. The updated 303(d) List when combined with the
Surface Water Quality Assessment (305(b) Report) is referred to as an “Integrated
Report” for the Region.

In developing the 2008 303(d) List updates and Integrated Report for the Colorado River
Basin Region, the Regional Board staff has considered federal regulations under the
CWA (see, e.g., 40 CFR Parts 25 and 130) and the State’s Water Quality Control Policy
for Developing California’s CWA Section 303(d) List (Listing Policy). The State’s Listing
Policy identifies the process by which the State Board and Regional Water Quality
Control Boards (Regional Boards) will comply with the listing requirements of CWA
section 303(d).
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9. The basis for the 2008 Integrated Report 303(d) List is the 2006 California 303(d) List,
approved by the USEPA on June 26, 2007. Ali listings on the 2006 California 303(d) List
will remain unless a proposed change is approved by the USEPA.

10. On December 4, 2006, Regional Board staff circulated a Notice of Public Solicitation of
Water Quality Data for 2008 Integrated Report-List of Impaired Waters and Surface
Water Quality Assessment [303(d)/305(b)] to interested persons and potentially affected
parties. The deadline of February 28, 2007, was specified for submittal of water quality
data and information to the Regional Board staff for consideration in the assessment.

11. Regional Board staff considered ail readily available data and information when
completing their assessments.

12. Regional Board staff prepared a list of proposed additions, deletions or modifications to
the Region's 303(d) List. The list of updates is attached hereto and made part of this
Resolution by reference.

13. Pursuant to 40 CFR 131.20(h) and California Water Code Section 13244, the Regional
Board notified interested persons and potentially affected parties of its intent to conduct
a Public Hearing to conclude the 2008 assessment cycle in a Public Notice, dated
November 26, 2008.

14. The Regional Board has received comments on proposed changes to the Region's
303(d) List, responded to all comments received, and has made several changes in
response to comments received.

15. After reviewing all relevant comments and other information submitted before or during
the public comment period for the 2008 Regional Board Integrated Report, Regional
Board staff completed the following:

o Pursuant to the requirements of CWA section 305(b), staff has made overall
beneficial use support ratings for the water bodies that have been assessed
for this 2008 assessment cycle. Categories 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the Integrated
Report reflect the outcome of the overall use support ratings.

o Pursuant to the requirements of CWA section 303(d), staff has made
recommendations to add, remove or change the 2006 303(d) List of water
body-pollutant combinations for the 2008 Regional Board Integrated Report.
The 303(d) List is reflected in Categories 4 and 5 of this Integrated Report.

16. The Regional Board held a Public Hearing on January 22, 2009, in El Centro, California,
to conclude the assessment and consider adoption of the list of proposed additions,
deletions or modifications to the Region’s 303(d) List. The Regional Board considered all
evidence provided by Regional Board staff and the public.

17. The Regional Board considered and addressed all comments received during the public
comment period and introduced at the Public Hearing.
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18. This surface water quality assessment process satisfies the federal biennial review

requirements of CWA sections 303(d) (1) and 305(b).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT,

1.

In fulfilment of requirements of the federal Clean Water Act and the California Water
Code, the Regional Board hereby acknowledges completion of the 2008 Colorado River
Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board Integrated Report assessment cycle, and
adopts the list of proposed additions, deletions or modifications to the Region’s 303(d)
List.

The Regional Board Executive Officer is hereby directed to: transmit the 2008 Colorado
River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board Integrated Report, other supporting
information, and the administrative record to the State Board for its consideration and
approval.

If, during the approval process, the State Board determines that minor, non-substantive
corrections are needed for clarity or consistency, the Executive Officer may make such
changes, and shall inform the Regional Board of any such changes made.

I, Robert Perdue, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and correct
copy of a Resolution adopted on January 22, 2009, by the California Regional Water Quality
Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region.

T
I YA T
ROBERT PERDUE
Executive Officer
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