Sycamore Creek (907.120) – 303(d) Fact Sheet

City of San Diego Data

Sycamore Creek should be listed as threatened for phosphate.

Watershed Characteristics

Sycamore Creek is a 7.0-mile water body in the San Diego River Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface waters with the following beneficial uses: AGR, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD, WILD, RARE1.

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

Basin Plan1 standards for chloride and phosphate were exceeded.

Evidence of Impairment

Chloride concentrations were in excess of the standard only once, and it was only slightly above.  Phosphate exceeded 0.306mg/L in 10 of 14 total samples.  The average concentration was about 50% above the standard.  See Table 1 for standard values, averages and number of exceedances.

Extent of Impairment

Two sites were sampled between Feb and April of 2000.  Site SCY2 was sampled twice, while site GVC2 was sampled twelve times.  Site locations are not known, therefore, spatial extent cannot be determined.

Potential Sources

Unknown

TMDL Priority

No TMDL is required at this time.

Notes

Information Sources

1 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (9), 1994
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