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303(d) Fact Sheet Region 9 Water Quality Control Board

(San Dieguito Lagoon 905.11– no listing)

Summary of Proposed Action

Based on the available data from the 1997 Toxic Substance Monitoring Program, it is not recommended that San Dieguito Lagoon be added to the 303d list of impaired water bodies.

303(d) Listing / TMDL Information

· Waterbody Name – San Dieguito Lagoon


· Hydrologic Unit – 905.11


· Total Waterbody Size – 300 acres 


· Pollutants / Stressors – DDT (total & p, p’ DDE)


· Suspected Sources – unknown

· Extent of Impairment – none 


· Further Location Descriptors – none 


· TMDL Priority – N/A
Watershed Characteristics

The xe "San Dieguito Hydrologic Unit"San Dieguito Hydrologic Unit is a rectangular-shaped area of about 350 square miles. It’s divided into five hydrologic areas including the Solana Beach, Hodges, San Pasqual, Santa Maria Valley and Santa Ysabel Hydrologic Areas.  It includes the San Dieguito River and its tributaries, along with Santa Ysabel and Santa Maria creeks.

The HU contains one coastal lagoon, the San Dieguito Lagoon or Slough, located at the mouth of the San Dieguito River, which forms the northerly edge of the City of Del Mar.  The lagoon is normally closed off from the ocean by a sandbar.

The HU also contains two major reservoirs - Lake Hodges and Sutherland, and a smaller facility – the San Dieguito Reservoir.

Water Quality Objectives Not Attained (or Objectives being Attained for Delisting)

The designated beneficial uses for the San Dieguito Lagoon included the following: REC1, REC2, BIOL (preservation of biological habitats of special significance), WILD, RARE and MIGR.  

The 2000 TSMP data collected shows no exceedances of the criteria used to evaluate fish tissue concentrations of organics including the MTRLs in Inland Surface Waters (32 ppb), NAS (500 ppb), FDA Action Levels (5000 ppb) and EPA Screening Values for recreational fishers (370 ppb).  The recorded measurement of 21.7 ppb, wet weight does exceed the EPA SV for subsistence fishers of 14 ppb.  However, there is not applicable to this waterbody as it does not support this subsistent fishing activity and the concentration is well below the other criteria.

Evidence of Impairment

No evidence of impairment.

Extent of Impairment (or Extent of Attainment)

Not applicable based on recommendation.

Potential Sources

Not applicable based on recommendation.

TMDL Priority

Not applicable based on recommendation.
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