MEMO








21 November 2003

To:  All Region 9 Staff

Re: 2004 Section 303(d) List

From: J. Smith

It is time once again to begin the process of updating the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) list of impaired waters.  The next list update is due in 2004.  While the SWRCB has decided to finalize the Listing Policy Document before initiating the 2004 list update, USEPA needs the process to move forward now in order to meet their congressional obligation.  Therefore, the USEPA (and their contractor, Tetra Tech) will be taking the lead on the initial aspects of the list update.  They will be responsible for compiling the data/information into some kind of “managed” form and presenting it to the SWRCB.  Regional Board resources required should be minimal and amount to no more than a “few days” of time during these initial steps.  It is yet to be determined who will be making the assessment decisions for this list update.

This memo serves to inform all Region 9 staff of a few items:

1. Please be aware that Amy King of Tetra Tech may be contacting you in the weeks ahead.  You may have submitted data as part of the 2002 update or you may have been identified as an individual likely to know about pertinent water quality information.  She will be looking for any and all water quality data.

2. If you are aware of any water quality data please bring it to my or Amy’s attention.  I have included a list potential data sources.  If your information is already contained in this list, you do not need to notify us.  However, if your information is not listed, or you feel that additions/corrections/edits need to be made to the list, please let me know. 

3. If there are any particular water bodies / pollutants / problems that you feel (or know that stakeholders feel) are extremely important and should be investigated during this round of the list update, please let me know.

In particular, we are looking for water quality data that is available in electronic format and represents sampling between 15 May 2001 and 1 December 2003.Please include any QA/QC and metadata that you can.
Pertinent Dates


31 Dec 03
Finish collecting data and QA/QC evaluation.

15 Feb 04
Complete data management such that assessment of water bodies can be conducted.

Thank you for your time and efforts,

-jimmy
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