3.4  IMPAIRED WATERS AND TMDL PROGRAM

In accordance with Clean Water Act section 305(b), the SWRCB and RWQCBs periodically compile an inventory of the state's major waters and an assessment of their water quality condition, using monitoring data and other pertinent information.  This inventory is known as the Water Quality Assessment.  Waters are categorized asfully supporting, threatened, partially supporting, not supporting or not assessed.  Impaired waters are categorized in accordance with requirements of various Clean Water Act sections [e.g. 131.11, 303(d), 304(m), 304(s), 304(l), 314, and 319].

The San Diego River, Forrester Creek and Famosa Slough are on the 2002 Clean Water Act section 303(d) list for low dissolved oxygen, elevated levels of bacterial indicators(minor detail, but only the mouth of SD River is listed for this condition, while your language is not wrong, a bit more clarification could be used), fecal coliform, phosphorous, TDS, elevated pH, and eutrophication. The upper San Diego River is on the proposed list(?) as impaired for phosphorus(not sure where this comes from – lets talk). The Staff Report for the CWA Section 303(d) List of Impaired Waters – 2002 Update states that potential sources causing the phosphorus impairment are urban runoff, agriculture runoff, and other point and non-point sources(true for all SD River impairments).  Other serious water quality concerns in the watershed include excessive sedimentation from development and agricultural areas, groundwater degradation and contamination from nitrates and other saltsdont forget about the gasoline plum, habitat loss, channelization, flooding, invasive species and scour.  Table 5 of the CWA Section 303(d) List, Constituents \ Waterbodies of Potential Concern includes the following constituents of potential concern for waterbodies in the watershed:
Waterbody
Constituent of Potential Concern

Famosa Slough
Eutrophication

San Diego River (lower 20 miles)
Low dissolved oxygen, and elevated levels of bacterial indicators, fecal coliform, phosphorous, and TDS

Forrester Creek
Elevated levels of fecal coliform,  pH, TDS

There are a lot more COPCs in our report than you listed here 
Currently, there are no plans for implementing TMDLs in this watershedWrong – all 303d listings must be prioritized for TMDL development  Look to Table 1 of our staff report for previous listing TMDL schedules and to the fact sheets for schedules for waterbodies added in 02  Also, the bacterial impairments throughoutThrough enforcement actions via the Watershed Protection Unit, the bacterial impairment at the mouth of the San Diego River (dog beach) has been partially addressed and a potential TMDL may have been averted.

Through a minor enforcement action in 2001-2002, the RWQCB required the City of San Diego to investigate the sources of pathogenic impairments at the mouth of the San Diego River and to address obvious pathogenic sources.  The City performed the necessary monitoring and source assessments.  The City also cleaned up Dog Beach and enforced its existing City Ordinance that requires dog owners to cleanup after their dogs.  These actions helped reduce pathogen loadings, as was demonstrated in monitoring data that showed the pathogen concentrations dropped two to three orders of magnitude, bringing the pathogen concentrations to acceptable REC-1 standards(objectives??) for swimming.  Continued monitoring results demonstrating the restoration of Rec 1 water quality objectives will result in removal of the Mouth of San Diego River (aka Dog Beach) being removed from the Section 303(d) list.
