303(d) Fact Sheet – San Marcos Lake
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Suggested listing on 305(b) for San Marcos Lake as threatened for low dissolved oxygen 

Lesley Dobalian

Date: July 23, 2001

Summary of Proposed Action: Recommend that Lake San Marcos be placed on the 305(b) list as threatened, but not added to the 303(d) list.  While there is some evidence that a problem may exist in the Lake, there is insufficient data at this time to determine impairment.  Further investigation is warranted.

Watershed Characteristics: Lake San Marcos is a privately owned lake located in the Carlsbad watershed.

Water Quality Objectives Not Attained: Not applicable.

Evidence of Impairment: Insufficient evidence to show impairment at this time.  A letter was submitted by the Lake San Marcos Community Association, which described poor quality of water in the lake, including eutrophic conditions during summer months accompanied by a “rotten egg” smell, and fish kills last summer.  While the association also mentioned that water samples were planned, no data was provided or available at this time (pers. comm. with Mary Clarke on 7/26/01).  Photographs of the area were also provided, but were insufficient to make a judgement of impairment without additional data.

Extent of Impairment: Not applicable.

Potential Sources: Not applicable.

TMDL Priority: None.

Information Sources: Letter to John Robertus of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region from Tom Achter, President of the Lake San Marcos Community Association, May 9, 2001; Personal communication with Mary Clarke, representative for Lake San Marcos Community Association, June 26, 2001.
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