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San Diego River

907.11 at Lakeside Wells

It is recommended that the Lakeside Wells near Highway 67 should not be included on the 2002 303(d) listing for MTBE or Benzene but be listed as “threatened.”

Watershed Characteristics

The area of concern is four groundwater wells located along Highway 67 in Lakeside.  

The San Diego Hydrologic Unit is designated for Ground Water uses.  It is used for municipal and domestic, agricultural, industrial service and industrial process supply.

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

The report submitted by Tisa Bizzarri claims that a MTBE and Benzene groundwater contamination issue exists in Lakeside, CA, along Highway 67.  

Evidence of Impairment

The report “MTBE and the Future of Clean water in Lakeside, California” by Tisa Bizzarri was submitted incomplete with chapters, maps, and reference sections missing from the document.  Efforts to track down the complete report or to contact Ms. Bizzarri all failed.

Claim of MTBE reaching the San Diego River is based on only one sample collected in March 9, 2000 (Dahl, personal interview).  Kevin Heaton from the County of San Diego was contacted by Regional Board Staff and he did not feel a direct link could be made with the Lakeside Wells contaminating the San Diego River with MTBE (Heaton, personal interview).

The evidence of impairment is inconclusive.  The wells mentioned have been taken offline and remediation actions taken by responsible parties.  Quarterly monitoring reports are submitted by the Riverview Water District to the Tank Site Mitigation and Cleanup Unit at the Regional Board (Dahl, personal interview).

Extent of Impairment

Inconclusive

Potential Sources

The San Diego Watershed Management Plan indicates that land uses of the San Diego Hydrologic unit are; 58.4% undeveloped, 14.9% residential, 13.3% parks and open space 5.5% freeways and ROWs, 4.2% commercial and industrial, 2.5% agriculture, 0.7% schools, and 0.7% commercial and recreation.   Approximately 476,000 residents live within this watershed. 

Potential sources of pollutants in the groundwater include underground storage tanks, ground water seepage, above ground storage tanks and gas stations.

TMDL Priority

It is recommended that the Lakeside Wells not be listed on the 303(d) list and be considered a low priority.  MTBE and Benzene may be an issue with the San Diego River, which is in the same watershed, but further monitoring data is needed.
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