Lower San Diego River  (907.110) – 303(d) Fact Sheet

Photographic Tour (Santee Segment) by V. K. Collinsworth

Also includes Forrester (907.130) and Sycamore (907.120)

The photographs and statements provided are not sufficient for 303(d) listing.  These water bodies should be listed as threatened due to possible eutrophication and trash.

Watershed Characteristics

The Lower San Diego River is a 6.0-mile waterway in the San Diego River Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface water with the following beneficial uses: MUN, AGR, IND, PROC, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD and WILD1.  Forrester Creek is a 3.0-mile waterway in the San Diego River Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface water with the following beneficial uses: MUN, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD and WILD1. Sycamore Creek is a 7.0-mile waterway in the San Diego River Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface water with the following beneficial uses: AGR, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD, WILD and RARE1. 

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

The document2 claims that eutrophication (algae blooms, algal mats, decomposing plant matter, offensive odors, stagnation) is occurring in all three waterbodies.  The photos are said to be evidence of impairment to the following beneficial uses: MUN, AGR, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD, WILD and RARE2.  The document2 also purports evidence of garbage, river odors, invasive plants, fertilizer runoff, animal waste, non-point source pollution, polluted dry-flows, sediment and oil in the waterways.  The only clear evidence contained in the photographs in the existence of trash and algal mats in the waterways.

Evidence of Impairment

The only evidence submitted was photographic images.  Trash and algal mats are the only evidence of impairment to water quality evident in the images.

Extent of Impairment

Photographs appear to have been taken on only four dates: 3 and 4 May 01 for Forrester and Sycamore Creeks, and 5 and 8 May 01 for the San Diego River stations.  Sycamore Creek was sampled at 19 locations, Forrester Creek at 5 locations and the San Diego River was sampled at 20 locations.  All sites are in the Santee area; approximately from Magnolia Ave downstream to the Mission Dam and up Sycamore Creek to just past Santee Lakes.

Potential Sources - Unknown
TMDL Priority - No TMDL is required at this time.
Notes

Information Sources

1 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (9), 1994
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