Prepared by Brennan Ott

7/26/01

Carol Canyon Creek 
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It is recommended that Carol Canyon Creek not be listed.

Watershed Characteristics

Carol Canyon Creek is located within the Los Penasquitos Creek Watershed.  It is 11.8 miles long.  Uses for the creek include agricultural and industrial water supply, contact and non-contact recreation, a wildlife endangered species habitat, and a warm and cold freshwater habitat. 

Water Quality Data

There is no “hard” data (i.e. concentrations of pollutants) available for Carol Canyon Creek. There is, however, some qualitative data available for biological assessment of the Creek.

The area sampled consisted of 5 riffles downstream of I-805 at Sorrento Valley Road.  Bio-assessments were conducted in September and November 1998 and May 1999.  Results from these bio-assessments indicate that the distribution (richness) of taxa between September and November is relatively the same, while May showed a decrease.  However, in May, the site displayed a greater abundance than the September and November samples.  November and September have similar levels of functional feeding groups whereas May exhibited a decrease in functional feeders from these two months.  At all sampling times, the site was dominated by a few disturbance tolerant insect and worm taxa and the functional feeding groups were composed mainly of collectors, filterers and grazers.  Shredders were rare.  The physical habitat quality at all three sampling periods was fair to good.
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