MASTER SAMPLE FILE METADATA  (STATIONS)

April 6, 1999

PROGRAM:  Southern California Bight 1998 Regional Monitoring Program I. Summer Shoreline Microbiology Program

SOURCE:  Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP)

CONTACT:  Rachel Noble

PHONE:  (714) 894-2222, (714) 894-9699 (FAX)

NUMBER OF STATIONS SAMPLED: 254 stations were originally designated for sampling, including the Mexico and Volunteer components of the study.  Of the sites targeted for study, two sites were missed for sampling one week.  One was the result of incorrect sample frame (no public access) and one site was not sampled. In addition, 54 adaptive sampling sites were included in the study.

SAMPLING PERIOD:  August 2 - September 5, 1998

NUMBER OF VARIABLES MEASURED:  Longitude and Latitude (to 0.00001 degree) , and general location descriptors available for most stations.

SAMPLING EQUIPMENT USED:  Data was collected with the use of Global Positioning System (GPS).  Coordinates were based upon North American Datum 83. 

ANALYTICAL TECHNIQUES:  Samples were taken from ankle deep waters on an incoming waves just prior to the wave receding.

DATA SET VERIFICATION:  Data set verified by the Data Management Group within the Microbiology Committee.  The set was verified for completeness and internal consistency of values.

GENERAL COMMENTS:  This data set includes the location of all sampling sites for shoreline microbiology analysis.  Each record has the following fields (variables): StationID, Latitude, Longitude, Strata, County, and, Stationdesc.

The Microbiology Station table contains the location and description of the sampling stations for this component of the project.  Each record represents the station identifier, location, and description of an individual station.  Additional stations were assigned when results exceed a specified threshold as called for in the Microbiology Work Plan. 

Name
Type
Required
Description

StationID
Text
Y
A geographic location label 

Latiude
Number 
Y
5 digit degree (NAD 83)

Longitude
Number
Y
5 digit degree (NAD 83)

Strata
Text
Y
Shoreline Type

County
Text
Y
California County location or Mexico

StationDesc
Text

Physical description if the location

Station is a 4 digit code non-continuous between 3001 and 3429.

Latitude expressed in decimal degrees (degrees North) was the recorded position at the time of sampling.

Longitude expressed in decimal degrees (degrees West) was the recorded position at the time of sampling.

Stationdesc includes geographical and landmark description of the location of each station (where available).

Sampling sites were selected using a stratified random approach, with the strata corresponding to six shoreline types of interest, high- and low-use sandy beaches, high- and low-use rocky shoreline, and perennial and ephemeral freshwater outlets.  To implement this design, a GIS layer of shoreline types was created based upon the knowledge of local shoreline conditions by the participating organizations.  High- and low-use sandy beaches were differentiated by the presence of lifeguard service.  High- and low-use rocky shoreline were differentiated by the presence of known preferred diving or surfing locations.  A total of 81 freshwater outlets were identified and differentiated as perennial or ephemeral based upon whether water flowed year-round or seasonally, respectively.  The freshwater outlets selected are those outlets that are typically responsible for  99% of the total freshwater/stormwater inputs to the SCB.

