KITCHEN CREEK

Watershed Characteristics

The Tijuana River Watershed comprises a region of approximately 1,750 square miles that lies astride the California-Baja California border.  Approximately one third of the watershed is in the United States and two thirds is in Mexico.  Kitchen Creek is located within the Tijuana River Watershed.  The creek is 8.6 miles long and has a hydrologic unit basin number of 11.60.  Beneficial uses of the creek include municipal, agricultural, and industrial service and process supply.  Other uses include freshwater replenishment, contact and non-contact recreation, and warm and wildlife habitats. 

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) concentrations are in exceedance of the water quality objective. All exceedances occurred between March 1997 and December 2000.  

Evidence of Impairment

Attached is a summary of the exceedances. 

Extent of Impairment

The specific area impaired is unknown.  Only one location was sampled.

Potential Sources

The most likely source of contamination is stormwater runoff.  All violations for manganese occurred in October and January, which are rainy season months for this region.

TMDL Priority

It is recommended that the Morena Reservoir be ranked low on the TMDL list.  Manganese was exceeded only once per year and only during the rainy season.   Color exceedances were generally highest during the rainy season. 

It is also recommended that the high concentrations of organics be investigated further.  The concentrations seem very high when compared to other organics.  

