303(d) Listings Defined – San Juan Hydrologic Unit

Limits of Definition


All “Extents of Impairment” associated with the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) list of water quality limited segments are estimates of the impacted area.  It is understood that the exact area to be addressed will be delineated in the initial phases of TMDL development.  That area may be smaller or larger than the original estimate associated with the Section 303(d) list.  The following definitions are not precise boundaries and are subject to change at the discretion of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region.  The areas defined are meant only as a starting point in the delineation of the impacted area. 

Aliso Creek (at Creek Mouth and Lower 1-mile)


“At Creek Mouth” is estimated as a 0.3-acre area defined by an equilateral triangle that has one vertex pointed directly upstream.  The side opposite this vertex should be approximately parallel to the shoreline and perpendicular to the flow of the stream.  The center of the triangle should be located at the bisection of the center line of the creek and the shoreline as defined as midway between the mean higher low water mark and the mean lower high water mark.


The “Lower 1-mile” listing will begin at the same point where the center of the triangle is positioned and continue upstream for a distance of 1 miles.  Any ‘beach shoreline’ listings will constitute an area along the shoreline between the highest high water mark and 200 ft out to sea from the lowest low water mark.  It is understood that both of these listings will necessarily overlap with part of the “At Creek Mouth” listing.

San Juan Creek (at Creek Mouth and 1-mile stretch)


The same definition applies for this listing except that the triangle should be approximately 2 acres in area.

TMDL Development

The specifics of the location of impairment must of necessity be addressed in the early phases of the TMDL (including the scope of the problem).  Furthermore, TMDLs must address areas beyond the area estimated for the listed waterbody if controlling sources within those areas is necessary to attain standards.  Thus controls may be placed on sources in unimpaired tributaries to impaired waters, when appropriate.  Accordingly, even if the boundaries of an impaired reach are narrow, that does not dictate the scope of the solution.
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