San Juan Creek (901.250 to 901.280) – 303(d) Fact Sheet

1999 Biological Assessment Annual Report

No listing of San Juan Creek should be made based upon this data.

Watershed Characteristics

San Juan Creek is a 14.2 mile waterway in the San Juan Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface water with the following beneficial uses: AGR, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD and WILD1.

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

San Juan Creek was sampled for aquatic insects and compared to other locations in San Diego County in the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board: 1999 Biological Assessment Annual Report

Evidence of Impairment

San Juan Creek was sampled three times in a one-year period.  

Extent of Impairment

Sampling of benthic macroinvertebrate communities occurred on September, and November 1998 and May of 1999.  Two locations were sampled: at Arroyo Trabuco Creek (5 riffles within Avery Gravel Yard at end of Avery Parkway) and 5 riffles upstream of Highway 74.

San Juan Creek  Benthic Macroinvertebrate Index (BMI) rankings were always near the overall study average when compared against other sites in San Diego County.   Half the rankings were greater than zero.  None of the rankings were below the –25 score.

Since the sampling events occurred only 3 times in a 12-month period, it is difficult to come to any conclusions about the watershed.  Also confounding the issue is that the rankings only represent a comparison among stations in San Diego and do not present an absolute determination of community health.  The seasonal nature of the data does not allow direct comparisons to be made between the dates.  The study represents a good baseline from which to judge all future assessments of the benthic community.  Further bioassessment and water quality data will be needed before any management decisions can be made.

Potential Sources

Unknown

TMDL Priority

No TMDL is required at this time.

Notes

Information Sources

1 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (9), 1994
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