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303(d) Fact Sheet Region 9 Water Quality Control Board

Summary of Proposed Action

HU 908.22 Chollas Creek pictures of collected trash were reviewed and it was not determined to be sufficient evidence to list Chollas Creek on the 303d list for impairment for trash at this time.  However, a potential trash problem exists, and this waterbody should be considered as a threatened waterbody from trash as a pollutant.

303(d) Listing / TMDL Information

· Chollas Creek


· HU 908.22


· Potential pollutants: Trash


Watershed Characteristics

Chollas Creek is an urban creek that runs through portions of San Diego, La Mesa, and Lemon Grove, and terminates at the Mouth of Chollas Creek in San Diego Bay.  Much of the creek is channelized.  

Water Quality Objectives Not Attained (or Objectives being Attained for Delisting)

None (other than current listing)

Evidence of Impairment

Photographs of trash collected by a US Navy boom at the Mouth of Chollas Creek indicate a significant amount of trash being collected following a wet weather event.  However, no additional information other than these photos is available to document a potential trash problem in Chollas Creek.  In addition, trash is a pervasive problem in most urban settings and may not be notably more significant for this creek than other urban creeks.  Additional information would be needed before making a determination that Chollas Creek should be listed as impaired for trash on 303d.  It is recommended that this waterbody be listed as threatened on 305b, as additional investigation of this potential impairment may be warranted.  

Extent of Impairment (or Extent of Attainment)

None (other than current listing)

Potential Sources

Urban nonpoint

TMDL Priority

This water body is not recommended for a new TMDL.

Information Sources
Photos of the Mouth of Chollas Creek provided by the US Navy

