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San Luis Rey River

903.21 at Downstream and Upstream from Lilac Rd.

It is recommended that the section of the San Luis Rey River 5 riffles up and down stream from Lilac Rd. not be added to 303(d) listing for 2002 for benthic community degradation.

Watershed Characteristics

The San Luis Rey River is located in the San Luis Rey Watershed in north end of San Diego County, California.  The area examined for this summary was described as 5 riffles up and downstream where Lilac Rd. crosses the river. 

The San Luis Rey River is designated an Inland Surface Water.  It is used for municipal and domestic, agricultural, and industrial water supply, contact and non-contact recreation, freshwater replenishment, warm freshwater habitat, wildlife habitat and cold freshwater habitat.  

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

The San Luis Rey river was sampled for aquatic insects and compared to other locations in San Diego County in the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board: 1999 Biological Assessment Annual Report.

Evidence of Impairment

None

Extent of Impairment

The San Luis Rey River originates from Lake Henshaw in its upper reaches and runs parallel to Highway 76 in the lower segment all the way to the pacific coastline.  Sampling of 5 riffles upstream and downstream from Lilac Road for benthic macroinvertebrate communities occurred in, May, September, and November 1998 and May of 1999. 

The Benthic Macroinvertebrate Index (BMI) ranking for the San Luis Rey River at up and downstream from Lilac Rd, designated KC-LR in the study, were consistently above the overall site average (BMI > 0) for this location when compared against other sites in San Diego County (Harrington 1999).  KC-LR was noted as having consistently “better than average” BMI scores for this study.  It was noted in the “Recommendations” section that this initial study indicates the San Luis Rey watershed is a potential candidate for reference conditions for the region. 

Since the sampling events occurred only 4 times in a 12-month period, it is difficult to come to any conclusions about the watershed.  The preliminary studies are encouraging but further bioassessment and water quality data will be needed before any management decisions can be made.

Potential Sources

The San Luis Rey Watershed Guidelines 2000 indicates that land use of the watershed is 50% undeveloped, 37% agriculture, 5% Residential, 5% Parks and Recreation, Water 2% and Industrial, Transportation, Commercial and Military comprising the remaining 1%.

TMDL Priority

From the data presented in the San Diego County in the “San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board: 1999 Biological Assessment Annual Report” it appears that the San Luis Rey River upstream and downstream from Lilac Rd. has better than average aquatic benthic communities when compared to other locations in San Diego County. It is recommended that this stretch of the San Luis Rey River not have a 303(d) listing.  More data is needed on the benthic communities before supportable conclusions can be reached.

Source References

All water quality standards were taken from the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin.
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