Forrester Creek (907.130) – 303(d) Fact Sheet

Spill Reports – SD Co DEH & City of El Cajon

The spill reports alone do not constitute enough evidence for listing. Combining this information with the evidence of high pH from NPDES monitoring by the City of El Cajon is enough to list this creek as impaired due to high pH.  It should be placed on the 2002 303(d) list.

Watershed Characteristics

Forrester Creek is a 3.0-mile waterway in the San Diego River Watershed of Region 9.  It is classified inland surface water with the following beneficial uses: MUN, IND, REC1, REC2, WARM, COLD and WILD1. 

Water Quality Objectives not Obtained

No quantitative evidence of impairment of water quality objectives is provided.  A qualitative assessment of damage along the creek is provided. 

Evidence of Impairment

The only evidence submitted was reports of two spills of hazardous substances in to Forrester Creek.  Ten to twenty gallons of an acid/water/copper mix (pH = 2 – 3) spilled from a chiller water tank in to a dry bed on 1 May 01.  Approximately 1000 gallons of sodium hydroxide leaked from and holding tank found its way into the channel on 5 July 00.  No water quality samples were taken.

Extent of Impairment

The smaller spill entered in to a dry bed, did not flow and was cleaned up.  The larger spill did result in “environmental damage along Forrester Creek consistent with that described in the complaint.”  No quantitative assessment of the damage was provided.

Potential Sources

Sources are described above.

TMDL Priority – High pH values can increase the presence of ammonia.  This could lead to toxic conditions for aquatic wildlife.
Notes

Indication of impairment due to these events should be linked with other data.  The City of El Cajon NPDES monitoring data consistently shows pH values in excess of 9.0 at six sties along Forrester Creek.

Information Sources

1 Water Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (9), 1994
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