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I. BACKCROUND 

E)(cessive trash is 3 societal and environmental i"ue thaI is broader than the storm waler 
pollution prevention prognuns that are solei)' charged with improving waler quality. Littering is 
a behavior reflectinllllOCiety'. general penpeclivt thai lrUh and liner is everyone else'. problem 
to manage. The general popubtion does not understand the incremental effects that littering has 
on San Diego's ecosystem, and their role in liller prevention. Residents and businesses have an 
even harder time understanding the cause and effect relationship between linering and water 
quality problerm in the region and their role in creating and preventing this problem. And. in the 
Mid-City region of the City of San Diego, where Chollas and Palela Crectl are located, dTol1s to 
l'tdliCc and eliminate tnIsh and linering are further compounded by the economic and cultural 
make-up of the 1lIe3. This region is home to nwneroul fint gencmion and immignnt 
populations unfamiliar with American environmental ideals and lawi. Persuading cilium to 
accept a sensc: of environmental responsibility and effC(;tively change practices is a long·term 
prospect mjuiring resourccs beyond those available to local stonn wate:r programs. 

Trash accumulates within !he storm Wilier conveyance system during periods ofdry weather and 
then washes downstream during rain events. Although municipalities recognize this procc:as, 
reducing litteril\i and achieving beIlavioral change is a challenge that i. beyond the IiCOpc; 

resourees and authority ofmunieipalatorm water program•. Litter is an issue thai fiust be 
tackled and IIISlained at the state level through integr1.tion of solid wl$le program expertise wilh 
other environmental i5sues and programs impacted by litter pollution. l...llcking more effective 
methods and resourees 10 tackle hiler llll a water quality pollutant, and recognizing Wt litter is a 
potenlial issue wherever there ia development, Ihe City of San DiellO addresses: litter colUli$tCntly 
throughout the City wilhoul cotl$ideration of location. 

PUB\IIIlI to Section C.2 of the Municipal Storm Water Pennit (California Regional Waler 
Quality Control Bolll"d - San Diego RelioD, Order No. 2001-01), !he City of San Diego is 
required to report twice a year on existing and planned Best Management Practices (BMPs) to 
prevent or reduce trub. debri$, and other floating materials in Chollas and Palcu Creeka. Thi' 
repon represen~ the third !ICITli-annuai repon submitted 10 the California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board - San Diego Regioo (henceforth referred 10 as the Regional Board) in 2003 and 
repena activities conducted durilli the first half of fiscal year 2005 (July I, 2004 through 
December 31,2(04). 

ChollllS and Paleta Creek, discharge into Sao Diego Bay. The ChoHas Creek watershed is 
approximately 17,604 llCTCS and the Paleta Creek wa.te:rsbed i, approximately 2,089 acres. The 
majority of the Chollas Creek watenhed i, within the City of San Diego City limits. The ChoU.. 
and Paleta Creek watersheds are within the 2nd, 3"', 4"', ~ and S"" City Council District 
bouOOaries. PoniolUl or Lemon Grove and La Mesa are also within Ihe watenhed. The majoril)' 
of the Palell Creek watef$he<! ill within !he City of San Diego limits; however, a ponion of the 
City ofNational City i, within the watershed as well. The mouths of both Chollas and Paleta 



Page 3 of21 
Semi-Annual Repon: Addressing Floating Material in Chollas and Palela CTeeb 
September IS, 2005 

CRcb dilCharge on fedenl (U.S. Navy) land. GIS mllpa Ihowill¥ the stonn waler conveyance 
system and land use within the Choll.. and Paleta Creeb waletsheds were previously aubmined 
in our repon dated October 19, 200 I. 

The City ofSan Diego has many ongoilli progt1ltllS intended to keep San Dieao beautiful and 
encourage proper disposal of trash and debris. TIle following activities remove or discourage the 
introduction oflruh that would otherwise end up 10 receiving waters: 

• Education and outreae:h, '''Think Blue" 
• Weekly residential trash pick up 
• Trash pick up from puhlic areu 
• Recycling 
• Household Hazardous Waste collection 
• Volunleercleanup$ 
• Storm drain stcociUna 
• Drain and inJd cleaning 
• Channel cleaning 
• Street Sweeping 
• Enforcement of the San Diego Municipal Cooe (SOMe) 
• Enforcement of applicable atate codes through coun actiona 

The Environmental Services Department addresses reporu ofilJegal dumpil1i and littering, 
enforcing San Diego Municipal Cooe (SDMC) Sections 54.Q208, 54.0209 and 54.0210. The 
Environmental Services Department has Solid Waste Code Enforcement Officers who are 
responsible for anti-waite education and enforcement of the City of San Diego Municipal Codes 
dealing with solid waste issues. The Environmental Services Departmentll.lso works with 
community groups and/or voluntcers in organizing community cleanuplr.,.;yding evenllto 
properly diapo$C ofthase items not coll.,.;ted by regular curbside coll.,.;tion services. 
Additionally, the Stonn Water Pollution Prevention Division in the Metropolitan Wastewater 
Department enforces the City'S Storm Watl!r Mruu.gement and DiscJuJrge Control ordinance, 
SDMC S.,.;tion 43.03. 

The Envirolmlental Services Depanment also funds Community Cleanup evenll throughout the 
year. At these even15, community residents take hands-on responsibility for keeping their 
neighborhoods clean, These beautification events work to clean up local areas including parts, 
canyol1l, and urban II.lleys. Each year, the Community Cleanup Program helps approximately 30 
communities coordinate cleanups in neighborhoods throughout the City of San Diego. 

The City Attomey'l Consumer and Environmenllli Protection Unit PT'OJteUles violations of the 
San Diego MuniCIpal Codes and applicable Illite codes throtJih coun actions. 
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II. LIMtTATIONS 

SIBle lUId local municipalities have been experiencing a difficult financial climate. As a result, 
spending restrictiolUl are still occurring at the City of San Diego. For Fiscal Year 2006, the 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division experienced an approximate 10% reduction from 
their prevloLill year'S blldget, This redllCtion resulted in the elimination of thJl:c positions. Since 
Fiscal Year 200] (beginning in JlIly 2002), the Storm Water Program has experienced a 13% 
redllction in bOOget. It is anticipated lhat the liscallimitations and uncertainly will continlle lUId 
additional redllCtlonalspending TC'StrictiOlll will continue to occur in flltllre fiscal yean. 

III. R£I'ORT ORGANIZATION 

This report is organized according 10 the outline provided below. as requested in the letter from 
Mr. john H. Robcrtus (Excelltive Officc for the Regional BoW) dated Dcec:mber IS"', 2002. 
Sub$eqllent rcportl will conform to this fonna!. 

I. Public EdllCation and OutreaCh Efforts 
1.1 Volunteer Cleanups 

2, Enfon:cmen! 
3. Storm Drain System and Creek MaintenlU\Ce and Cleaning Efforts 
4. Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

4.1 Struclllral Best Management J>rJctices (BMPs) 
4.2 Non - Structunl Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
4.3 BMP Action Plan 

S. Crttk Refuse Assessment Program 
6. Collaborative Efforts 
7. Truh Measures EfTcetiveness Assessment 
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CIRTIFICATION 

'unify under penalty oflaw Ihallhis document and all IJII/Jchments wen pnpared under my 
diuclion or supervision in accoroonce wilh a system daigned to assun Ihol qllOlified ~rsonnel 

proJNtrly gOlher ami evaluau the information submiued. Based upon my inquiry a/1M ptrson or 
perSON who manage Ihe SySlem, or Ihose persons direclly rcponsible/or gathering Ihe 
information, Ihe 'n/ormalion submitted is. 10 the best olmy ktwwledge and belief Irw.!, accurale, 
and complele. 'am aware thallhere aft) significanl penalties/or submitting/aLie in/ornultion, 
Including Ihe possibility of/ine and impri$onrr«1nl/or knowing "iolations. 

r!ktp
Chris Zlrkle, 
DepUly Direo::tor 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTII.EACIl EFFORTS 

During Ibis reporting period the City continued to identify behnior modification as the primary 
means to deal with trash as non-point source of pollUTion in our walerwa)". Because "midnighT 
dumping" aclivilies ~ relaTively easy to conduct without consequencell, educ:ating citizens to 
prevent thia from occurring in the fint place is our beat line ofdefense. As !illCh, Ihe focus ofour 
educaTion efTons is to raise public awareness and to foster behavior changes 10 ultim.al.ely redu<:e 
non-point BOurce pollution, including trash and litter. 

The fourth year of'Think Blue," the city's public education and outreach campaign, included 
continued airing of two English and one Spanish public lCfVice announcement (PSA) for 
television, and one English and one Spanish PSA for radio. The City aired the PSAs 00 four 
radio and two television stations. For fiscal year 2005,lhe City and our Think Blue contributon 
purchased $80,000 in air lime, and received an additional in-kind promotional match by the local 
broadcast entities. Tn addition to The airtime, two radio staTions, KGB FM and 93.3 FM have 
published an anti-litter lid that repeaTs the final scene from !he "Don't Truh Our Future" PSA. 

We began airing the new PSAs on December 6, 2003. One PSA specifically addresses trash as a 
pollutant of COOCtm. This PSA is digitally animated and titled., "Don't Trash Our Future." The 
"PholO MoSllic" PSA foculCl on ICvenl1 pollutants of concern in oW" watcrshcda (including 
trash). These commercials WCTe provided on VHS as an attaelunent 10 the March 2004 report, 

The City has expended a substantial amoWlt of time and CIltr"JY seckin. funds 10 cover the costs 
ofPSA development and airing. and lhe cost would be prohibitive from a fiscal perspective 
without the financialluppon of Caltrans (District 11) and the Port of San Diego. 

In lhe Fall of2005, the City will begin production of twO new PSAs, which are liCheduled to 
begin airing early in 2006. With funding from the Port of San Diego, the first PSA will be a 
televisIon ad addressing waterbody prolection (such as Chollas Creek). The second PSA will be 
a radio ad addressing integraTed pest managemerll (IPM). 

The results of our annual resident'l survey enTilled "City ofSan Diego Storm Waler Pollution 
Prognun 2004 Follow-up Survey ofChy RClIident," indicates the city has increased aw~nCSl of 
!he prognun by another two percentage points to a three-year cUtnulalive increase of23 percenL 
Public awareucss thaI the storm drain system is separate from the sewer 1)"lem and flow. 
direclly 10 our creeks and bays remained eli-Sentia1ly llaIic between !he 2002 and 2004 surveys, 
meeting but nol exceeding expectations. With new PSAs having aired in FY 2004 through FY 
2005, we anticipate maki1\i additional progress in meeting our awareneu and behavior 
modification goall In the upcoming year. 

The City of San Diego and ita project partners for the ChollU$ Creek Water Quality Protection &: 
Habitat Enhancement Project (the Pon of San Diego, Environmental Health Coalition, and San 
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Diego Baykeeper, the Cities ofLII Meill and Lemon Grove, San Diego Unified School District, 
and Southwester College), have received a SWe Costa-Machado Act of2000 (Proposition 13) 
grant in the amount of$2,244,000 10 implement portions oflhe Cltolftu Cnd: Enhancement 
Program, adopted by the San Diego City Council on May 14, 2002. Planned ereek 
improvements as pan of the lIJllIlt project include: removal ofconcrete sections of the channel; 
widening of thc floodplain; and, creation and restoration of wetland and transitional upland 
habitats. Improvements will be designed to re-est.ablish the natural structure, dynamia and 
hydrologic functions within applicable cr«li: segment. and restore affected beneficial uses. 

In concert with the planned improvements to Chollas Creek, the tcopC ofworlc for the CllQflw 
Creek Wafer Quality Protection <f Habitat Enhancement Project details two related education 
and outreach campaigns thar: havc begun implementation. First, the lIJllIlt project has devcloped 
and i. implementing a broad education outreach campaign within the Chollas Creek waterabed 
administcredjointly bet ....een!be City of San DieiO Storm Water Pollution Prevention Divilion 
and the Environmental Health C/,lalition with suppon fTom San Oiego Baykeeper, the Port of San 
Oiego and the cities of Lemon Grove and La Mcaa. The purpose of the education program is 10 
increase awareness about non-point sources of pollution while encoUntgins residents of the 
watershed to adopt appropriate behaviors in every-day activities around the nome lUld businesa. 
Stoond, the grant project is developina watershed protection and urban runoff principles by 
implementing new cnvironmental curricula for 5'· and 6'" grade acboolchildren in the area. 
These new curricula will include anti-Jitter principles. 

= 

Chollaa c,...k 
R.atoration Site 

City Council to request approval to publicly bid the construction project. 
achcduled to begin in May 2006, and be completed by October 2006. 
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The second Proposition 13 project proposal tided "Water Quality LefJdu-:," mentioned in the 
February 14, 2003, Technical Report did not receive funding. This gnult would have consisted of 
a pilot sludy for existing developed are:&!i and would foc\U on the commen::ial corridors in three 
different watersheds, including the ChoUas Creek water5hed. This project would involve 
working with area businesses to install catch basin inscrta that would be maintained and 
monitored through. partnership with San Diego Baykeeper, participating b\Uines$el, and the 
City. Both ItrucfUra1 and educational BMPs would be implemented and monitored to determine 
the appropriateness and effectiveness ofeach application. The City believes this propo$al has 
substantial merit because project implementation would cost-effectively help protect San Diego 
water bodies and beneficial uses. As sUoCh, the Storm WateT Pollution Prevention Divilian will 
continue to pursue grant funding for this pilot project. 

The City of San Diego also applied for $2,950,000 in Integ,rated Regional Water Management 
(IRWM) Gtant PrognmJ, (Proposition 50, Chapter 8, or "Prop SO'') grant funding during this 
reporting period to implement another creek rt:SIOrntion project per the Cily-approved Chofltu 
Creek EnhonUlllef/t Program. The concept proposal was recently scle<:ted by the lead agencies 
preparing the IRWM Plan fOT the San Diego Region to be included in the proposallubmitted to 
the State Water Resoutces Control Board (State Board) for consideration. The City will be 
completing a full project proposal by early 2006 in anticipation of being selected by the State 
Board for funding. 

The City's already significant storm water educational challenges are compounded by the lOCio· 
economic make·up of the neighborhoods along C1lO11as and Paleta Creeb. The Mid·City 
community located in the Coollas Creek watershed il home to a lwge and diverae first generation 
immigrant population where environmental awareness all a community value il a new concept. 
It is estimated that there are approximately 75 dialecls spoken within the area, representing a 
.ignificant challenge in first, gaining access to these communities and secondly, achieving 
integration orenvironmentaVllDrm water compliance behaviors. 

A 10Dg term strategy for aGdreS$ing water pollution and abatemenl ofpollulallls ofconcern in our 
recreational waters, including lrash is {o educlle IChool-age children about SID Diego'. unique 
marine environment. An excitini development lhis past year is the joining together of the City 
of San Diego and the San DieiO City School District to CTeate K-l2'1I grade lCience clllTicula to 
focus on San Diego watershed ilSucs and characteriltiCI, impact student behavior toward 
pollution prevention, link 10 and modify existing clllTicula. and serve as a model for schools 
collIlty-wide. The clllTicula ia entitled "Stewardship: Water Education for Lifelolli Leadership," 
or Proje<:t SWELL. Project SWELL was launched in the Fall of2003 and included in the 
curriculum of about halfof all fifth grade cllUCl. Project SWELL curricula i$ in the process of 
being written for three additional grades, and i. schedule<! to be implemented in Fall 2005. Our 
biggest obstacle i. addressioll the long·term fundioll requirements to .llSIain Project SWELL. We 
lII1ticiplUe the annual hudgelary needs for the entire prognun 10 approach $500,000 annually. 
Given the severe financial realities the City. State, and Sill Diego City Schools are facing. the 
City and San Diego Bayll:ecper are actively seeking granl funding from variouiswe grant 
prognmJl, including Propoaition 13. As an example, the C1lO11as Creek RestOf1l.!ion Projoct, with 
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1M help of Proposition 13 grant monies. il developing and implementing 1M 5'" and ~ grade 
Project SWELL curricula at San Diego City School, in the Chollas Creek wltenhed beginnina 
in Fall 2005. 

Educational efforts planned for the mTIainder ofFisca.l Year 2006 include cOnlinuing the Storm 
WateT Pollution ?revention DivisiOl1's Think Blue education effort•. The Storm Water Program 
will also be conducting oulf'Cll(:h to businCSSC5 in the Choll.. Creek watershed as pan oftbe 
Challas Creek Wlter Quality Protection & Habitat Enhancement Project grant. Additionally, the 
Storm Water ProIP'llltl will wor\( collaboratively with the City'. Metropolitan WlI5tewater, ParIr. 
and Recreation and Environmental Services departments and Caltnllts District II in the Chollu 
Creek and 'urrounding areas to leverage multi-media buys and outreach effOlU we arc each 
pursumg. 

1.1 VOLlJNTn~RCLEANU'S 

The Califomia Coastal Cleanup Day is considered the premier voluntocr event focused on the 
marine environment in the country. It i. estimated that since the program started in 1985, over 
552,000 Californians have removed a1molt g.S million pounds ofdebri, from our stale'. 
morcEnes and ooast. Beginning in 2002, the annual event was expanded to include inland sites, 
thmlinking inland sites to the ocean. 

Staff from the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division and other City departmentl led a clean 
up effort of 53 people in Chollaa Creek at newly-restored creek segment welt of3S111 SlI'ttI, 
north ofAlpha Street on April 9, 2005. 1lte cleanup effort removed over one ton of trash, 
includinll30 $hopping cart" a water heater and a IOfa bed. 

The City is participating in a aecond Chollas Creek cleanup on Coastal Cleanup Day on 
September 17, 2005 (see atUlChed flyer). A summary of this cleanup will be provided in the next 
semi-annual report. 

2. ENI'ORCIlM£NT 

Illegal dumping is a difficult problem to control. In addition, studiCli show thai approximately 
6Q.70 % of trash that ends up in waterways i' due to leaves and vegetation. Wind then U'antports 
light debril (usually noatables) into low-lying lIl"CU IUCh as channell. Uttering and illegal 
dumping ean thus make IOUKe identification a moving target. Due to the difficulty in actually 
catching someol1e in the act of illegally dumping or proving the aource of the trash, enforcement 
by means of imposing penalties or iuuing Noticell ofViolation il rare. The~fore, most 
"enforcemenC action' for gro$$ pollulantl OO!Wsl of either requeating an owner to clean up 
hislher property or having the appropriate City department properly remove and dispose oftr1lSh 
from the public right-of-way after it has been dumped illegally. 

As previously noted, the Environmental Services Department (Environmental Services) I\u bad 
the primary responsibility for responding to wastcllitter issues and operates under different 
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acctions of the San Diego Municipal Code (SOMC, Set:tiollS 54.0208, 54.0209 and 54.0210) than 
docs the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Diviaion (SDMC, Section 43.03). Both programs 
have hotJincs to which they respond. Environmental Services typically receives calla re&aniing 
liuer or gross pollutants whereas Storm Water receives reports of liquid discharges inlo the stonn 
drnin system and/or receiving waten. 

Environmenlal Services has a Code Compliance section that responds to reports and phone calls. 
Their process for enforcement includes a letter to the propmy owner JlO{ifyilli them of the time 
period in which the trash muat be removed followed by. lIite visit to confirm compliance. 
Environmenlal Serviceli also respomb to calls from other City dcpartmenll for illegal dumping 
on City property (which is the cue for Chollas and Paleta Creeks). Therefore, based on 
historical records, each department within the Cily may have a budget for having Environmental 
Services pick up trash within another department's area ofresponsibilily. Although SlrCCt 
DiVision is responsible for inspecting channels, It is from a flood control pcrspoctive; their crews 
would have to submit a request to Environmental Scrvitellto pick up smtlJler amounll of trash 
that arc llOt causinlla flooding hazard within the watercourse. 

The Storm Waler Pollution Prevention Division also has a Code Compliance section that 
responds to reports of illegal dischll1JCl. As prcviously mentioned, their focus is on liquid 
discharges that arc generally more easily tnlCed to the source than illegal dumping activities. 
Thus, illegal liquid discharge violatiON arc oltcn more easily enforceable. However," a result 
of the Seplember 27, 2001 letter distributed to the Coperminccs by the Regional Board regarding 
litter. the Storm Water Code Compliance S1afTnow considers trash in their enforcement actions. 
If they arc unable to take enforcement action for trash, the iUIIe is referred to Environmental 
Services. To date. there have been 50 Notices of Violarion (NOV) issued Citywide by the Storm 
Water code compliance officers $peCifically for trash (four of these NOVs wu i5Sued during tha 
reponing period). Within the Cbollas and Paleta Creek watershed$, the Stonn Water Progn&m'a 
code compliance officers have issued seven NOV, since December 2001, including two thia 
reponing period. I Nine new Cl$C$ ofillepl trash discharges were investigated during this 
reporting period, including five cases in the Chollaa and Paleta Creeks watersheds. 

An updated map depicting the locationl ofEnvironmental Services Oepanment'l tracking 
s)'1'tem ofincidenta of illegal dumping and liner problenu between January I, 2005 and June 30, 
2005 is provided as an attachment to this repon (Attachmc:nt 2). During this time, 
Environmental Services responded to 25 work requests from other departments, 326 calla for 
service involving minor liner, and 3,846 calls for service involving illegal dumps (4,172 total 
call,). 

Stafffrorn the Office of the City Attorney has also researched and identified $We and local 
statutes that could be used to pursue further legalllCtiona (beyond impelina penalties and/or 
issuing Notices of Violation), if necessary, agaillllt property owners or thOle responsible fOl" 
illegal dumping activitiea. Further, mIT from the Office of the City Attorney has also conducted 
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additional outreach elTon. within Cit)' departments (reaching park rangers, lifeguards and police) 
to spread the word and encourage Cit)' persoonelto be especiall)' diligent in regard to illegal 
dumping activities. As pan of this outreach, Cit)' statl'has also been reminded about now to 
repon violations and how pertinent San Diego Municipal Code sections are enforced. 

The City of San Diego will continue to implement the enfo~ementprogama described above. 

3. STORM DRAIN Svsn:M AND CREEK MAINTENANCE Al'W CLEANING EFFORTS 

The General Services Depanment'. Street Division cleaned 435 drainage lI!nlcturc:s, 575 lineal 
feet ofdrainage pipes, and 2,600 square: feet of drainage channel, removing 35.1 tons of trash 
and debris from the Oollas Creek and Paleta ~k watersheds from January I, 2005 to June 30, 
2005_ Street Division stalTaiso removed t,026 tons of debris from the Chollas Creek watershed 
and 240 Ions ofdebris from Paleta Creek watershed through the Street Sweeping prognm.l 

Chollas and Paleta Creeks are scheduled for annual inspection in March ofeach year. Should the 
inspection reveal the need for cleaning. the creeks are scheduled and cleaned lIS soon as possible. 
Additionally, during inclement weather the Street Division performs critical drain inspections. 
These inspections include known problem areas in the Chollas and Paleta Creek watersheds. 
The Urban Runoff Management Plan's Storm Waler Conl'eyUnce Syslem Component 
(component 2.1.1 t) identifies the known problem areas and the objective of the cleaning. 
Additional cleaning efforts are based on identified problem areas. The City will continue to 
carry out its standard annual inspections within the Creclr.s as described above lIS well lIS 
continue to perfonn critical drain s)'Stem inspectionl during inclement weather, As previously 
noted, the City's ability to remove trash above and beyond what is currently done will depend on 
identification ofl fundinil sou~ 

The General Services Department's Street Division also has an agreement with the U,S. Navy to 
provide additional funding to clean trash and debris from Owlllll Creek at the area where the 
Nav)' has installed a containment boom for the 2004-2005 wetlCllSOn. No data has been 
reported from the Navy for this wet season. Summary data for the entire wet season will be 
provided in the next report, 

Between January I, 2005 and June 30, 2005, Environmental Services removed approximately 
1,354,86 tons of vegetation, tra.sh and debris from Chollas and Paleta Creek. watel'Sheds from 22 
community clean up events, 25 work requests from other departments, 326 calls for service 
involving minor liller, and 3,846 calls for service involving illegal truh dumpini-

As previously reported, studies have shown that trash re·accumulates approximatel)' 7-10 days 
alkr cleaning efforts, which wo"ld negate channel cleaning lIS an effective perm.anent solution. 
Large.-scale (mechanical) trash removal is an inefficient, expezuive and rc:active stratejy that: 

, Note, S~ Divisioll ..Ii....t.. 1M to.. of_ "'moved from UA:et .-epini bNed 011. CSlimr.lCI of ......t 
petUlllate ohwecpina rowes occur ....tbla the OlOllas and 'I!ela Cnld< _tenI>ed ItCIL 
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docs nothing to eliminate the soun::e of the trash problem (unless tnISlt removal il combined with 
education and outreach). To tackle the source oftruh issues protlctively, and in the mOlt 
effective lIl.lUUlCf, the City continuel to focUll its efforts on continuiJli anti·litter education to 
facilitale the cultural shift needed to reduce the soun:es of trash pollution. 

A sununary of the estimated trash removed from the Challas and Paleta Creek watersheds is 
provided in Table I, below. 

Table I. tldlll.ltK lrub N_.... rro.. C1Io11u ...d Pal.la CAfk ..Ita J .... l lOO(-D" n±v Jl 1""". 

Sourc. ofTtUh Rcmo.a1; 

Wau:nbed: Sl1efla OJ';I;OI1
En.irooImc'I:Ilal NlryICity 

Servica SIOml Dnin CIea T........."""'1,026 3S.1 ......CboUuClcck I.JR&6
 
(batb walenhcda)
 ". ......0Pak1aC_k 

. 

4. B£ST MANACKMI:NT PRACTICES (BMPs) 

4.1 STRucruRAL B£STMANA(;KMI:NT PRALTICES 

To date. the City hal oot been able to allocate funds to study the fell$ibility of the use of 
structural BMPs within this watershed, althoul'h the City'l Urban Runoff ManagCIDCIlt Plan 
identifies the need for a drainage master plan (Component 1.6, Watenhed P1QJlning). The 
master drainlie plan and watc:rsbcd studies would identify deficiencies in the storm drain 
system, identify Ilppropriate areas for stonn water BMPs, and recommend improvementa. Our 
Woter Quality LNldus Proposition 13 grant propoaal was not successful. Implementation of the 
WO/er Quality Leadus projcct would have provided the City with funding to implement 
IlfUctural BMPs and evalwue their effectiveness. The Storm Water Program will continue 10 
pursue water quality grants, in partJ1Cll;hip with OthCT jurisdictions. agencies and organizations in 
the region, as a means of fundinll trash-abatement efforts. 

In order for structural BMPs to be effe>ctive, they typically need 10 be installed in strategic 
locations in tributaries that ha.e been identified u chronic sources oftruh. Additionally, tra.sh 
collecting BMPs located within main conveyancc clwmeWcreeb often fail because of their 
mainlCnll1lCe intensive nature and because they cannot SWItain stnIetur1.I integrity due to the 
fon::cs e~crtcd by nows experienced during high intensity rain evcnta. For example, the Navy's 
trash boom i. sU$Ceptible 10 failu", when large objocts (e.g., lhoppina carta, couehca, and tires) 
are carried downstream inlO the boom during high nows. 

As a measure to prevent trash and debris from entering Chollll$ Creek, NASSCO continllCS 10 
msintain fencing in the parting lot along the sides of the Creek. 
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4.2 NON. STRUCTURAL BEST MAN4CCMEf'IT PRACTICES (BMPs) 

~ previously reported, tnWi is removed from or di$COuraged from entering the stann drain 
s)'JIem IIIld receiving waten; in the Chollas and Paleta Creek watersheds due to the following 
llOn-struetural activities: 

Education & Outreach, "Think Blue"
 
Wccldy residential trash pick up
 
Trash pick up from public areas
 
Recycling
 
Household Hazardous Wasle collection
 
Stonn Drain Stenciling
 
Volunteer cleanups
 
Drain and inlet cleaning
 
Chwmel cleaning
 
Street Sweeping
 
Enforcement of the San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC)
 
Enforcemcnt of applicable state codes through court llCtions
 

Through these services, the City of San Dieao i. effectively preventing tons oftrll$h from 
entenng into our waterways. However, ph)'Jical c1eanlllg oflhe entire reaches ofCholl.. and 
Palela Creeks by Cil)' crews is not an environmenlally optimal option beo::ause it il an "end of 
pipe" solution that fails 10 eliminate tlte source of the problem (people's bebaviors), and il 
therefore, inherently less effective than source controls (education). Studies have shown thst 
trash re-accumulates approximslely 7-10 days ltfter cleaning efforts.. which would negate channel 
cleaninlll: as an effective permanent solution. Large-scale (mechanical) lrUh removal is an 
inefficient, expensive and reaetJve strategy that does nothing to eliminate the cause of the lilter 
problem (unless trash removal is combined with education and outreach). In addition, property 
and environmental constraintli m..y make regular creek cleaning difficult. RC5C&fCh into property 
boundaries in Chollas Creek reveal that private ownership extends into the creek bed in many 
locations. [n those loclttlons, the Cily would have to Jl:lqucst pennission to access the property. 
The same is true for volunteer clean up events. Coordinating a cleanup event and securing all of 
the necessary approvals is very time consuming and potentially prohibitive. Additionally, 
re:strictiolll on impacting nati ye habitat may also reduce access to portions of the creeks. 

Therefore, to tackle the source of trash issues proactively, and in the most cost-effective manner, 
the City continues to focus its efforts on conlinuing anti-liner education to fllCiliul.\e the cultural 
shift IlCeded to reduce the sources oftrasll pollution through the Think Blue program. As 
reported previously in this report, the fourth yeat of the Think Blue campaign (FY 2005) 
includes airing both Englisb and Spanish PSAs for television and radio. One PSA. ~Don't Truh 
Our Future," spe<:ifically addresses tl'Uh u a pollutant ofconcem. 

In llddition to the airtime, two raodio stations have published an anti-lilter lld that repeata the final 
lICene from the "Don"t TflllIll Our FutureM PSA. 1be lld was placed in CD inse:ru and calendars 
and cumulatively distributed to more than 50,000 San Diegans. 
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The Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division also joined together with the San Diego City 
School Di5lriClto create and implement Project SWELL (Stewardship: Water Education for 

111Lifelong Leadership) K-12 grade lCiCflce clll'Ticula focusing on San Diego watershed iuuCl and 
characleri5LiClil, impacting student behavior towan! pollution prevention, and serving as a model 
for schools county-wide. 

Also during this reporting period, the Stonn Waler Program continued to IIIC the Think Blue 
anti-liller stonn drain Itencil (see Figure 2). The stencil is being used in City municipal yards 

and fa.cililies, including the Chollas 
FI un2. ell of SinD YIll'd located within the Chollas 

Creek watershed. SterlCils wereNO DUMPING- NO TIRE NADA· also distributed to I Love A Clean 
GOES TO LLEGA At MAR San Diego so that volunteen may
OCEAN stencilstonn drains throughout San 

L!::::=======~~========='-JDiego, including the Chollas and 
Paleta Creek watershed llrelLI. The 

stencil specifications have been POSled on the City's Think Blue website (thinkbluesd,org) 50 
that contractors and environmental organizations can make their own stencils using the City 
S1andan:l. A similar concrete slamp is required on all new development projects which build new 
storm drain inlets. 

The General Services Department's Street Division cleaned 435 dninage strueturel, 575 lineal 
feel ofdrainage pipes. and 2,600 square feel of drainage channel, removing 35.1 tons of trash 
and debris from the ChoU.. Creek and Palela Creek watersheds from January 1,200510 June: 30, 
2005. Street Division staff also removed 1,026 tons of debris from the ChoUas Creek watershed 
and 240 Ions of debris from Paletll CR:ek watershed through lhe Street Sweeping Ptogram. 

During the reporting period, the EnvirollIJlentai Services Depltrtment also collected 51\.35 tons 
of trash at 22 community clean up events. 1llcse events provide residents with an opponunity 10 
propcTly dispose of wastes and reduce the likelihood of waste ending up in creek.s and drainages 
iDCluding those within the Cbollas and Paleta Creek watersheds. (n total, betwccn January I, 
2005 and JWle 30, 2005, Environmental Services removed approximately 1,354.86 tons of 
vtgetlltion, trash and debris from Chollas and Paleta Creek watersheds from 22 community clean 
up events, 25 wor\( requests from other depanments, 326 calla for service involving minor liner, 
and 3,846 calls for service involving illegal trash dumping. 

In oTtleT 10 prevent trash and debris from enterin& the CTttk bed from parking lots due to wind or 
stann water, NASSCO con1l1lcts with SI. Madeleine's Sophie Center 10 conduct trash pick-ups 
twice a week. 

The Stonn Water Pollution Prevention Division plans to oontinue an aggressive education and 
ouueach campaign targeted at hller abatement, continue the implementatioo of the Clw/Jas 
Creek Waler Quality Prol«l;O/I emu HClbi/IJ/ Enhancemelll Proj«l; consider implementation ofa 
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criminal prosecution process for the Stann Water Pollution Prevention Division; and oontinue 
maintenance activities and participation in volunteer cleanup efforts. The Streetl Divilion may 
implement additional trash awareness oumach and cleaning (pendil1i iKIditional fundin&). In 
addition, CallRn5 bu recently initiated a statewide, multi·lingualanti·litter e&mpaiiO that 
includes materials for studentl, flyers, and other handouts. which the City will distribute in the 
Challas and Palet1 Creeb Area5. 

4.3 BMP AcnON PLAN 

Table 2 below proVlrles an update on the potential 8MPs reported previously in the February 13, 
2003 letter. Pleue note that 10 maintain consistency, we've kept all o(the activities reponed 
previously, even if they nave been completed, delayed or postponed. 

Table 2. Poteullal &< 1<11111 BM'" illlp!e....llt... to Iddreu Irull 1/1 tile ChoU.. and Palell CreeIr. ...etusbed$. 

.....,w_. U'l'I.,~~'O' I TIOfI' 

NOI'I-SraUCTV/6At IJM's: ,=-
PublIC SeMce Fall 2003 lnd PSAI ere ... putftttSbip wilb CaIfranl; - Dillricl It IIId tile Port 
"","""""",,mellll ""lIOi"i ofSaD Dqo. Two""... PSAs IChodWed to be do.. loped IDd 

e".... ... early2006. 
Mltenak With Traah FO<'III "l-N~	 Durin, p",viwo rq>OrtuI& pmodl. uu;·lillel' -&I" were 

&d'ottised in <:alondan end CD ilIIel'll. Olber Think Rl... 
meterillo will be crnU>d end updeled U ~IC. I.n 
Ck~ 2003. the Slorm Wiler Provom coodIIcledl ownber 
of Boai"".. Oul'<'ech ~ 10 ~ 10 iDformin& 
blWneu owners bo.... to properly delll lIIlpel'Viol>l mrfaca, 
1lIC workshops iDCluded oIhcr oile belt lII&IIqCmem praclica 
iacJIld' IlllIIti·Jintr, 

Tlilored brochu~ FY200S	 on.;..lJy slltod for FY2004, FY 200~, ...... FY 2006. 
poIq>onod fOl' FY2007 (pendina COIIDCil appro\'ti ... 
idrnb/icalion ofpanl fundittiJ. Caltr1.11S Iw provided '"Doo'1 
T..... CaI1fonulM Inli·lille' ...~~ malerillo ...1liclI ..-ill be 
IIIl<d io Choliee CIcek ....t.nbed. 

Dulncl4 SlOOll Wit.. Orill'Dllly	 PIlndult llAiclemif>eci 
OulRaCb modI.>lt FY2004 

Traah &; Linn l~ ModIllc FY2006 Delayed e Ihinl yco:r IU FY 2007 peDdioj Copenninee 
for WIIetIhed (}q;plly Boudo IllfOC_ Dol WURMP ecblCl1ion .1e.....,I.. InteDd to odd 

li.r ecblClriM module ...... maICI'ialo 10 ....lCnbc<I display 
bor.rdI ollamI by Copcnoi1leCL 

p"'JC!CI SWELL (Sle..-.rdship: FaJl2000 N..... K·12 sndccdutationprusram. BcpniJqllemenlltioo 
Water Ed"""rioo for Life""" in FeU 2003 ",boo] yco:r io SIll Die.. City Seboo'" ~.. Gndc 
1.Mdcrohip) curricull complcled aDd brim& i.mplemc1lU>ci. 6'" pdc 

ClllricllII .,11mlOd 10 be: . - Ieme->oa III FaU :KlO$. 
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,.mo.,.., 
IMPl.&MENTAT\ON 

8M' P. C 
Lellers 1<> i'T<>perty Owners Ongoilli OulrO""h to property o......rs <lone &1 part ofSeplember 2002 

Clean_Up eyen! - Proposed to expand to all propc:ny owners in 
FY 2004, bul budget fOllhit aclivily w&.I JIOlllppro'>'N. 
ActiYity to be poslpOMd .00 curled OI.Ll in conjl,ln\:lion with 
ou1Je.ch to be implemented .. partofthe CJwI/iU CruJ, Wa'er 
QIIa/ily f'rorec,ilJn and Habilal Enhonccmnll PrtJjul 
be imtin in 2004. 

Lellers willi bro<hures to eorq,leted Cow>cilmember (.......les Lewi" office dinributed 200, 
....i<lenu. in Council Di.aict 4 
Lellers to Copermittet$ Co~leted Reacbed III Copermiltee3 ....ithin Cbollu .00 PaJcll Crcd:1 

watenl>eda m e-rmil cOITe. J>deJ>ce on 8/7/(12. 
Inter- Ind InO'l-Agency Ongoing Ou1Je.ch lO other City departments hal 1><oon done by the 
Coordination Olftce of the Cily All"""'y" described in Section 3 

"Enforcement" above. The City will e<>nlmue ~io:u. with 
CalO'lni alltT in order lO identify OJIPOrtunili.. fo< parbleTahip 
between 0lIl" agencies ill. order to abate rras.b c"""erna, AI 
alIudy DOted, CIltrlnS ia a vlluable partner lO the City 

vidi financial I 10 the Think Blue PSAI. 
Chollru Cr~u WOler QIIa/ity SlIle agreement owrove'" and bejll'l iJq:lkmenration on J"]y 
PrtJ,ec,ion and Hubikit "'" ~,2004 9()% pTIlject d..illl' co~leted, scheduled to bejin 
1>-";"'"""",,,,,, Proied·Pro" IJ con<lruCtian in M~v 2006. 
Wotu QIIoUty unde,. N" Propo.ition 13 gram application denied, No 10/IiCr pIII'1uin8 

fundin~, 
S2.95{1,OOO ~llub::lled in Spnna 2005. If approved,Clloll,;; ~'ruk ~O,;,r<>"'rio" 

Pro'ee' Pro '0 "''''	 iCbcdukd to be in deli in 2006 
£N"(MCENE}{T 

Criminal ProlCCurion Calrndar Year	 CwTently under co",iderarion, 

Ille 01 ,. EJlf"","",""t "'"om 
MAIN~.YiCl 

S!rttt Diviljop - Ckll'ling Ongoinj	 The Gt:o<n.I Servk.. Department'a Street Division cle....d 
435 drainage Itructure!, 575 lineal feel of drainage pipea, II><!..­
2,600 squat<: feet ofdrainage channel, removing lS, 1 10111 of 
l1Uh ond debris from the ChooII.. Creek .00 Pllcll Creek 
wOlersbed. from JIJlUUY I, 2005 to JWIC 30. 2005, Saeet 
DiviaiOll .lIfT olIO removed 1,026 rona ofdebria from the 
CboU.. Creek .....le~ .00 240 rona ofdebria from Poiell 
Creek walel'lhed lhrou the Slreet Sw In Pro 

Slr«t DjyjJjop - Added l1Uh P<;J>dinjj idenliflCOtion of funding. 
u__ 

aw~oMcle'nin~effillU 
Epyjro!l!DCDl'1 Service.: Onioing. Between lenuary I, 2005llDd June 30, 200S, Envitonmentoi 
Abatemenl of mepl Du~inll Servic.. removed opptO.<imately l,3S4,&6 lOI1I of vegetation, 

and Oean-Up '" l1Uh .00 debria from Cbollu .00 Palell Creek .....tenI>eda 
R«:l"dinj Evenl. from 22 community clean upevento,25.....,n: fllq....u. from 

otber depal1lTlen1l, 326 cal11 fo< aervicc involving minor litter, 
'M 3 34~ <ol1I foo- ..",ice in,ol' '"' ,""" 
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8M. 
VoluJl..... C1calHl~ 

Puk". Lao 0eaD Up II 
o.ollu moudl 

lloomClnllillj 

oma 
Pursue Grant FlIlldioa 

SROCTliIUI'Mf'.s; 
Muler Dnll\lJe Plan 

Fenc:in& It NASSCO PukiOi 
Lo< 

EmMm. 
lMPLDlMTAllO!ol 

Dm
 
On&<>in&. prior to
 
",,", ..illy KaOOo 

"""'" 

-'.. _.. 
Unkno""" 

_.. 

Cily led dcallllJl ill C1o<>Ilu Cru1< oa April 9, lOllS .. pan of 
lbe e-t ID Oay C1e&aup. AJao Icadin& I cleanup ,n Cbotlu 
O«k OIl ~ 17. 2~. Additional event. to be...• ""-Coordinalioa .-ith PDf! DisIrict, NASSCO. NASSCO pukina 
I«s ....'" c1eal>ed duria& the So:pItaar 2003 Ocanup Event 
Ind i",,~memedpenDllllellI aood ~ pnctic:n to 

periodicilly dean !be patiaa: lot III CGI1lbUIII_ .-ilh fe""inll 
ltll,\ new lrISh ...... 
C<>llaboralive ."......... with lbe N."Y. Dala n:porIiac the 
tom oftruh ",moved in lbe 200410S raioy IeIIOIIto be 

IlII'Ovided in lbe ""xl 

'The Cil)' ....iU conlin... to raeon:h JRJII opportuDilOn tbol !mY 
"""""" uq>lemelltlliOl1 of.h'UCWral and non--llnICIUnl BMPI 
'" oddRSIlrISh ill 1ll1moely url>outiud ~.-il!un!be 

Cily ofSan D;qo. ineb>d.... !be P'~11 and 0J0l1u 0.1< 
_oenhedI. e-u>e<l b;mff1l1. lad limilllio... 

To dow,lbe ell)' baa -"01 been Ihle to allOClte lIIIldo 10 .lIIdy 
lbe ft&fibil.ly oflbe \ISO of&lnIClIIrIJ liMP. wilhio lhi. 
_lCrthod. The II1UIer drain&&C plan lAd _ler1bed .tudiK 
would identIfy defic:.....oes in die SIOmI dBUr. ')'IlCm, identify 
"l'l'ropn&le IIUI for uono _1e1 OMPs, lAd recommtnd 
improvemenll, The City i> ellploriIIj lhe poIIlbilil)' of placin& 
I pI'<lllOIo&l for a ""'"" dma fee iacrnIe OIllbe No~rmer 
200S battot IfawoV'ed.. Ihio fee could fund lbe poepomioII of 
a M...." Dtain&~ PLo.n. 
F....illj It NASSCO pomn, Iol coolpkled in So:pII:.... or 
2002. OIber opporrunitie. for fmcin&'" tra&lI BMP .... 
CUImlIly beinll considered, No fi>adin& lO IrI$lI.lI re..c..., his 
been iclmnfled 10 dote. 
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5. CMEEK RItFUSE ASSESS~Itl'fT PROGRAM 

The Slonn Waler Pollulion Prcvmtion Division is implcmmting the Creek Rel'usc Assessment 
Program as part of our Dry Weather Monitoring activities in the Cbollas and Palela Crcek 
watershed arelll. A description of the assessmmt alrategy followa. 

Dry Wut.ller S........, Dnoln nekl
........
 

-~ - ..- ­
.- --=-::::.::- -::r- -_ --.. ~e"" ._- - --- ­

The third year of the Creek Refuse Assessment Program being completed lIS of the writing oflhis 
report. The n:sults oflhe assessment will be provided to the Regional Board in the Ma«:h 2006 

"""". 
Futun: assessments will assist in identifying soun:cs and "bot IpOtI" ofttalih from the tributar}' 
land uses and ncighborhoods. In addition to trash, monitoring Itaffwill continue to document 
unique deposIlion chanlcllmstics near outlets and monitoring sites looking for particulates that 
might identIfy lOurccs of waste and trash. 

The Creek Refuse Assessment Program will provide the City and !he Regional Board with 
quantifiable trash data that can be used lIS a baseline and 10 evaluale the efflCCtivCIICSI of BMP•. 
We willn:view the Creek Refuse Alseumml Program on an annual basis 10 dClennine if 
enhancement. an: needed and iftberc i. funding available to malr::e the enhancernenlL 
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6. COLLABORATIVE ErFORTS 

During the reponing period, the Stann Wat« Pollution Prevention Division participated in 
implementation meetings for the San Diego Bay Watershed Urban RunoffManagement Plan. 
lbis Plan fosters collaboration belween Chollas Creek watershed Coperminccs, businesses, 
interestl'd public, and other stakeholdel'l. The City of San Diego will collabonte with the Pan of 
San Diego, as lead Copenninee in the San Diego Bay watershed, to ensure that trash iliolues are 
addressed in the San Diego Bay Watershed Urban Runoff Management Program'. 
implemenwion. In addition, the City eontinucsto participate in other watershed efforts in the 
area, such BlIlbe "Groundwork Chollu" watersbed meetings. This group consistin& ofa diverse 
group ofageneies, residents, lIlld activis!$, meet!; regularly with a goal offonning I ""Itershed 
network focused on protecting and restoring CholllLl Creek. 

In addition, ill detailed in this repon, the Stonn Water Pollution Prevention Division coordilllted 
with the Port of San Diego, City of La Mesa, City of Lemon Grove, Environmental Health 
Coalition, San Diego Baykeeper, San Diego Unified School Distr1C1, and Southwestern College 
to continue the implemenUlIion of the Chollas Creek WIlIt',. (!waUl)' Protection lind Habital 
Enhanament Project grant; continued to coordinate with Clltrans and the Pon of San Diego to 
create PSAs focused on trash issues; coordinated wilb San Diego Baykeeper, the San Diego Cily 
Schools to continue the implementation of the Projeo::t SWEll school cuniculI; coordinated 
wilb I Love A Clean San Diego to use their volunteet'$ to stencil stonn drain inleu and lead a 
second Chollas Creek cleanup event, and coordinated with the U.s. Navy md Port of San Diego 
to continue to maintain trash booms in Chollas Creek. 

The Stonn Water Program and other City depllt1ments will conlinue to work collaboratively with 
other agencies, busineuea and organizatiollll to leverage additional energies towards cleaning our 
beaches and bays. 

While there is 00 baseline data that would 1I10w the City to BlSCSS effeo::tiveness ofmeasUfe& 
taken to date to address trash issucs within the ChoHas and Paletll CreeQ walersheds, and while 
then: is no legal or functional standard for detennining whether trash i. impacting beneficial 
uses, the City believes thai positive steps have b«n taken IS measuro:! by the amount of trash 
removed reponed in this and previous reports. Additionally, we believe the groundwork has 
b«n established for the City to make a significant contribution towards the long-term health of 
these watersheds Ibrough the City's collaborative participation in annual California CoutaI 
Clean-Up events. Seedli bave been planted 10 allow the City to continue to participate in similar 
eventJ in aubsC(juent yelU"$ as funding and SIllffmg reBOurcell pennit, as evidenc:ed by the City's 
participation in this year's California Coasta.l Clean Up event. 

The City has implemented extensive mClllures to prevent trash from entering into oW" stonn drain 
system and will oontinue 10 explore Cl»t-effective and meaningful ways ofrcdueing illegal 
dumping of groa pollutants. We recognize that littering and illegal dumpinj: are the major 
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caU!IelI of trash and debris in receiving walen and related exceedances ofwater quality Itlmdards. 
We also recognize that trash in the urban environment is not limited 10 ChollllS and Paleta 
Creeks: it il an issue for every urban creek, river, and canyon in San Diego. As such, the City 
has chosen to spend their scarce resources to address trash by inoorporatinj litter prevention in 
our public education and outreach program, Think Blue. Our emphasis will continue to be on 
education via our Think Blue program Wld itll mission, "to raise public awarenes5 and 10 fOller 
behavior changes 10 ro;Iuce non-point source pollution.~ Simply stated we want, and need, 10 
reach alii many peopte III possible of the City's 1.2 million residentl and not limit our efforts to 
one geographic area. 

Toward that end, in 2003 we began implementing the water quality-bued school curricula called 
Project SWELL (Stewardship: Water ~ucation for Lifelongl.eadel'lhip) in San Diego City 
Schools in pannership with San Diego Baykcepcr, the school districi and othcn, and began 
airing a new Think Btue anti-liner public service announcement "Oon'l Truh Our Future:' Our 
Think Blue program is highly acclaimed and hllll been scle<:led as EPA's outreach model for 
large urban wstel'lhcds. Think Blue is making a difference by changing behaviors ofpcople who 
live in the region. 

Be<:ausc the Cholllll and Paleta Creeks watersheds are not entirely within the Cily ofSIn Diego, 
we also recognize the importance ofcoordinating Out efforts with those of other jurisdictions 
within thc:s<: watersheds, The City has already ventured into s wlltcrshed approach to addrcN 
traslt by working with the Unitod StatCS Navy, Caltrans, the City of Lemon Grove, the Pon 
District, and NASSCO, and we will en8Bie willing stakeholden in developing and implementing 
solutions to address excessive tnsh in our wlltersheds that may impact beneficial U!lell. The City 
will continue to address trash concerns through II comprehensive and cost-effe<:tive approach that 
focuses on pollutioo prevention and panicipatory de<:ilion-making. 

ill summary, thc City will continue to wor\( diligently within itl constraintl to ameliorate the 
trash issues in this and other watel>heds. The Cily', Environmental Services Depanmenl, Streel 
DiVIsion, and Storm Water Pollution PTevention Division continue 10 wor\( to remove trash from 
Chollas and Palela creeks, anlong other wlUcr bodies throughout the City. Clearly, support from 
Out lcadendtip, and professional slUli and te<:hnical knowledge in water qualily and urban runoff 
issues and solutions from City staff is ootlacking. Rather, the City's ability to undenalte 
additiooal trash removal and abatc:rneot eITons will be largely regulated by the availability of 
additional funding. The City would have liked to have additional City employees pick up IrUh 
by hand withio the creeks III other jurisdictions have done. However, investing our doll~ in 
Think Blue or pollution prevention is currently the best use of our limited funds and staffin, to 
reduce pollutioo at Out beaches and bays, We offer that besl management practicC$ are nol all 
created equal, nor is dividing up onc's resoun:es between nwnerous best management practices 
alwaysthc best approach. However, by investil\i our limited rcsoUll:es in Think Blue, or 
pollulion prevention, we believe that we arc f'C,lllizing lbe grealest water qualily benefit. 

We believe that it is premllture to state that the City's existing BMPs arc ineffe<:live. Rather, we 
need to explore additional alternatives for ro;Iucing illegal dwnping ofgro5lII pollutants beyond 
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wl\al IIorm water programs can provide. It is evident that the City'. current practices, are 
effoctive in CfUiuring proper disposal ofllUh. and thUi preventing tOllS oftrub from entering into 
our storm drainlystem and receiving waters. 

AttlloChmenta: 
I. Chollas ~k Clelll1up nyer. 
2. City ofSlll1 Dicgo Environmerltal Services Department's map of call. for service. 
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Help Clean Up
 
Chollas Creek!
 

What? 

You, your friends and family are 
invited to join in the fun as we 
gather to clean up Chollas Creek. 

When? 

Saturday, September 17th, 

Be sure to wear gAM -12NOON 

gloves, work clothes, 
shoes, and hats. 

Where? 

At 47th & Castana Streets 

Mark your calendars now!
 



.. • El 

i 
I• 

" ",--­}. f 
.....-­

•
I 

I 

-�


