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I. BACKGROUND 

I'ursuanl to Section C.2 ofiM Municipal Storm Water Pennit (California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board - San Diego Region, Order No. 2001-01), the City ofSan Diego is 
required 10 report twice a year on exiSli"i and planned lk:!:t Management P'Jactj«ll (BMP.) 10 
prevent or reduce trash, debris, and other floating materials in Cbollas and Paleta Crccb. The 
City of San Diego submitted the semi-annual report covering the activities conducted wring 
the liBt half of fiscal year 2006 (July I. 2005 through De«mber 31. 2005) 10 the San Diego 
Regional WalCr Quality Cooln)1 Board (Regional Board) on MaR:h 15. '2006. This report is 
being submitlod with additional stn:cl s~ing illfvnnatitJlI nvt indud~" in the MlU'Ch IS. 
2006 report. Specifically, this report includes the following additional information: I~ S~t 

Division stalT removed nS.8 tons ofdebris rrom the Chollas Creek watershed and 212 tons of 
debris from Paleta Creek watershed through the Street Sweeping Program. 

II. REPORT OItGANIl.ATION 

This report is organized acrording to the outline provided below. as reqlleSled in !he lener 
from Mr. John H. Robertus(Executivc: Office for the Regional Board) dated Do::ember I S-O. 
2002. Subllequcnt rq>OI'Is will eonform to this format. 

1. Public Education and Outreach EfforU 
1.1 Vohmtcer Cleanupa 

2. Enforcement 
3. Storm Drain Systl:m and Creek Mairllcnance and Cleaning Efforts 
4. Best Managemenl I'Taetices (BMPs) 

4.1 StruetW"lll Best Management Practiees (BMPs) 
4.2 Non - Structural Best Managemetlt Praclices (8MP,) 
4.3 BMP Action Plan 

5. ~.Ir: Refuse AMes.vncnt Prollffilll 
6. C"ll"oo....tivo Effon~ 

7. Trash MclL'IUI'C:!I Effe:tivcne5$ Assessment 
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CERTIFICATION 

f "rlify IUIlkr penalty ojlaw Ihat Ihls drx:rmumt and all atlach_nls wen prepared under my 
direclion or yuptrv/y/on In ~co,dance wi/h a :fJ/Slem tksig~d 10 asslll"e lhat qualified 
personnel properly galher and evaluate tM infrmolion suhmitltd. Bastd upon my inquiry oj 
1M{)trson or f'l'fSOns who ma/1(Jgt I~ sysle"" or lhose persoN! direclly rf'sponsible for 
gtU~r/ng lhe inj<"malion, lire Ifljorlt/(lf/on submillf'd is. 10 the ~Sl ojmy knawledge and 
~lif'f /rue, o,v;uralt. and complelt. 1am (IlO"Qrt' lhol lhere art significanl penaltits/or 
submllflngjulse irifornwl/On, including the possibility offine and Imprlso_nlfor knowing 
violallans. 

~&~ 
Deputy Director 
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I. PUBLIC EDUCATtOf'j AND OUTKUCII .:rroRTS 

During ws reporting period the: City continued to identify behavior modification II! the 
primary lIle8f"I! 10 deal with trash 8.! non-point source of pollution in our waterways. Because 
"'midnight dumpin&~ activities art: relatively easy to conduct without oonscquences, educating 
citiZCllllIo preventlhis from occurring in the first place is our best line: ofdcfen!IC. As such, 
the focus of our education cffOlU is 10 raise public awareness and 10 foster bebavior changes 
10 ultimately red~ non-point sourt"e pollution, ineluding tra!h and liUeT. 

The fitlh year of"11tink Blue," the city's public education and outreach campaign, included 
continued airing of the "Don't Trash Our Futurc~ public service announcement (PSA) for 
television. The City aired the PSA approximately ISO times on five television statiOrul. In 
addition, the City aired the ·'Don't Trash Our Future" PSA a minimum of 12 times on the 
City's publie access television channel, CityTV. 

1lle City expended a substantial amount oftimc and enerllY seeking funds to cover the 
costs ofPSA development and airing, and the cost would be prohibitive from a fiscal 
perspective withoulthe financial support ofCallruns (District 11) and the Pon of San 
Diego. 

In 2006. the City will begin production of two new PSAs, 1O-1Iieh arc scheduled to begin 
airing in 2006. With funding from the Pon of San Diego, lhe fil1ll PSA will be a television 
ad addressing walerbody protet:tion (such 3.'1 Chollas Creek). The second PSA will be a 
radio ad addressing intcgrated pest manaKt'mettt (lPM). 

The results of our 2004 llIIIIual resident's survcy entitled "City of San Diego Stann Water 
Pollution Program 2004 Follow-up Survey ofCity Rcsidents" indicated the city increased 
awan:neS/l ofthc program by another two percenlage points to a three-year cumulative 
increase of23 percent. Public awareness that the storm drain system is ,,;:parote from the 
sewer system and flows dirtttly 10 our crcek~ and bays remained essentially statie between 
the 2002 and 2004 surveys, mccting but not exceeding expectations. With new !'SAs 
having aired in FY 2004 through early FY 2006, we anticipate making additional progress 
in meeting our awareness and behavior modification goals in the upcoming year. The 
City's Follow-up Survey, which was not completed in 2005, is iK:heduled 10 be completed 
again in 2006. 

The City of San Di~II0 and its project partncl'll for lhe Chol/ro Cruk Waif" Quality 
l'roteetlon &: ITabiwl EtrhaJrament l'roleet (the Pon of San Diego, wvironmenlal Ho:ahh 
Coalition, and San Diego Baykeeper, the Cities of La Mesa and Lemon GroVil, San Diego 
Unified School District, and Southwester College), received a State Costa-Machado Act of 
2000 (Proposition 13) granl in lite anHluot ofS2,244,000 to implement ponions oftlle 
Owl/as Cruk Mhu/'W%fMnl Program, adopted by the San Diego City Council on May 14, 
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2002. Planned creek improvemenlsas pan: of the grant project include: ~moval of 
concrete scctionsoflhc ehannel; widening ofthe floodplain; and, crealion and re5loration 
of welhnd and trln.'litional upland habilats, Improvements will be dcsiy.ned to re-establish 
the natural structure, dynamics and hydrologic functions within applicabl~ creek sc&J1lenl!l 
and restore affected bcnefkial uses. 

In concert with the planned improvements to Chollas Creek, the scope ofwor\l: for the 
Chollar Cnd: WllItr Qualify ProttdiOfl cl Habllut E"Jounctmeft Projecl ddails t~ 

relatcd education and outreach campaigns thaI have hegun implementation. First,!he gnollt 
project developed and is implementing a broad edutation outteao:h campaign within the 
Cholla.\ Creel watershed Mmini~tcredjointly between lhc City ofSan Diego Stonn Waler 
Pollution Prevention Division and the cnviroJmcntal Health Coalition witb support from 
San Diego Baykcepet", the Port of San Diego ~d the eities ofLetnon Grove and La Mesa. 
l1lc purpose orthe: education program is to iIKrcase awareness about non-point sources of 
pollution while cnc:ouraginll residentl of the watershed to adopt appl'Of'riate behavioR in 
evay-day llClivitKs ll10UIkI the: home and busillCSS. Semnd, the grant projeo.:t is developing 
watershed prote<:tion and urblln ronoffprinciples by imptementing new enYironmenlal 
curricula for S'" an:I6" grade schoolchildren in the area. These new curricula will include: 
IU,ti-lille\ pl"inciplg.- ~ 

The: a~mcnt with the State: Wate:r RcsourocsControl Board was approved on July6, 
2004, and project implemCfltation is underway. As oru-c, writing ormis reporl, the City 

pt'q'lIl'C:d final 
design plans k>t 

• restoring the (reek-- = segment 
i,unle\lill.lcly ClISl. of 
Euclid A venue, and 
initiated public 
advatisemenl of the: 
project's00_ 
contrnet (see Figure 
I). The City 
anticipates-- awarding the: 
construction 

contract by June 1,2006. Construction is schc<luled to begin in June 2006. and be 
completed by September 30, 2006. 

The Kocond Proposition 13 project proposal titled "Waler Qualily Leader.f," mentioned in 
the February 14,2003, Tochn:cal Report did llOl Te'CC'ive funding. 'This grant would have 
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oonsistoo ofa pilot study for existing developed areas and wooId focWl Ollthc comrr.ercial 
corridors in lhree different watersheds, including the Chollas Creek watershed. rbi. 
project would involve working with area businesses to install catch basin ill'lCl1S lhat would 
be maintained and monitored through a partnership wilh San Dieao Baykeeper, 
panioc.i ....ting husilleSscs. and tbe City. Bolh structural and educational BMPs would be 
implemented and monitored to dctetmine the approprialCl1CSS and elle.::ti~ of e.w;tl 

appliCilion. The Cily believn: this proposal bas sWstantiai merit bemuse project 
implementation would cost-effectively help protect San Diego water bodies and beneficial 
~. As ,,,,,h, the Stonn WJlcr Pollution Prevention Division will (:Onti:lue to punoe 
grant funding for similar projects. 

The City's already significant storm WlIkr educational challenges are compounded by the 
SOCilHWl""lli.. make-up of too neighborhoods along ChollllS and Paleta Creeks. The Mid­
City community located in lJlc: ChIlUas Creek watershed is home to a large and diverse first 
generation immigrant population when: environmental a~ tI5 a community value is 
a ncweoneept. II is estimated that t~ are appruKimatcly 1S dialects spoken within the 
area, reprcsCllling _ significant challo:ngc ill lim. gaining_ to these c:ommunities AIId 
5CCOOd1y. achieving inlCgration ofcnvironmcnlaVstorm water compliance behavioB. 

A long term Slrall:g)' for addressing watcr pollution and _baIm1ent ofpollutants ofconcem 
in our m:realioiW waters. illCluding tmh is to edueatc ~hool-age chiklren about Son 
Diego's unique marine eDvironmenl.1\n exciting development this pas! year is the joining 
togetheT ofthe aty of San Diego and the San lJiego City Sl;hool District to create K-li'" 
ifBdc science curricula to focus on San Dicgo watershed issues and c1taTacteristies, impact 
student behavior toward pollution pre"Cntlon. lin~ to and modifY existir.g curricula,1llld 
Sl:rVet15 _ model for schnoh county-wide. The curricula is CIItitied "Slewardship: Water 
EdUClltion for Lifelong Leadership," or Project SWELL. Project SWELL was launthed in 
the Fall of2003 and included in the ellliculum ofabout halfofall fifth grade classes. 
Project SWELL curricula is in the process ofbcing written for three additional gratIcs. The 
6" g,mrle curricula is scheduled to be implemented in Spring 2006. The City and San 
Diego Oaykecper are acti~ly seeking grant fUnding from various state grant progtarns, 
induding PropOlition 13. 

Educational efforts planned for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2006 include oontinuing the 
Stonn Water Pollution Prevention Di"ision's Think Blue Wucat.ion efforts. 11lc Storm 
Water PoUution Preventiun Divi~ion.is .......rlo:ing IIJ initiate the development nftwo new 
public scrvice announcemCIILS before the end oflbe 2006 fll!Clll year. The Stonn Water 
Pollution Prevention Division will also be oonduct.in¥ outraeh 10 busillCSSlCs in the Chollas 
Crcdr. ¥l'atcnhed lIS pal1 oflhe Cbolla, Creek Walcr Quality Protection & llabitat 
Enhancement I'roject JUllDI. AddlLiOl..lIy. the $tonn Water I'ollution ~nt.iQn Division 
""ill work oollabondiv<:ly with the City'. Metropolitan Wamwatcr, Park and Recreation 
and Environmental Serviw; departments and Caltmns District II in tlu: Chollas Creek and 
surrounding lIl'Clllj to leverage multi-media buys and outrcadl cfforts we arc C*:h pursuing. 
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1.1 VOLU~TEr.R Cu:.ANurs 

lbc California Coulal Ck:amp Day is C0115idered the premiCl' voluntcercvmt fOCUlOd an 
the marine Cflvironmc:nt in tl., counlry. (t is estimated thai since the program star!oo in 
1985, over 552,000 Californians ILave removed a1mosl 805 million pour>ds ofd~bri9 from 
O~ state'llhor'CIira lUld COllII. Bcginmng in 2002, the annual eveM \\131 e~p&ndcd to 
include inland sites, thus linking inland sites 10 the ocean. 

S!afffrom the Storm Watcr PoUution Prevention [)ivision and olher Cily d~plU1menls led a 
clan updfon of 5.1 poople in Cbollu Crock II newly-restored creek !IegIIltnt west ant" 
Stitt(, north of Alpha Stmct on April 9, 2005. The cl_p effort mnoY«l oYn one ton of 

\ tnWt, indudieg JOshoppin¥ cans, a water healer Ill.d a sofa bed. 

The Stonn Wlter Pollution Prevention Division al$O panicipatro. in a iICCOnd Chollas 
CKICk cleanup on C08lllal. Cleanup Day on Sc:ptember 17, 2005.	 The cleanup was held in 

Cholla$ Creek near lhe 
comer of47'* & Cas!anB. 
Streets. The deanup 
cffCJl1 coUectcd 
approximately 500 
pounds of trash and 
debril, ino::lud,ng an oven, 
large car p;:uu, and a 
sOOvpiJlicart (See Hgure \ 
2). 

In addition to 
participating in voluMeer 
cleanups, lhe SlOrm 
Water Pollution 
Prevention l)iv~ioo========.J bega'l coordillllling with I 

Love A Clean San Diego to be<:ome a conuibuting sponsor to orc tra.'Ih cleanup lile in
 
e"",h of the Cily's 9;l< ....1lter.>bed1, including San Diego Bay, during the 2006 Coastal
 
Cleaoop 03.Y' Infonmtion from these c1eaJup silts will he pro...;ded ia the 1IC><1 x",i·
 
:annl.llll report.
 

2. t)j,'OIlCVt'lL'ff 

Illegal dumping is a diffieuk problem 10 control. In !Odd;lion, IludiCII'loow thai 
!lpp<O)imately 60-7(1% oftnlSh that ertds up in waterways isdue 10 letl\"es and ~getation. 

Wind then il'arusporU light debris (ll5ua1ly floatab\d.) inlo lo",-I)'il& ~ such as chanlle(s. 
Littering and illegal dumpi~ can thus make 00= identitiCiltion 8 movins target. Due to 
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the difficulty in actually ~tching !I()Il1eone in !he act of illegally dumpinll or pr'Ovinll the 
llOUfCC ofthc trash, enforcement by meaJU ofimpo$ing penalties or iUlling Notices of 
Violation is rare. Therefore, IllOlIt "enforcement" acti~ for gross pollutants consist of 
either requesting an owncr to dean up hislher property or having the appropriate: City 
department properly removc and dispose of trash from the public right-of-y.'lly after it has 
t-n dumped illegally. 

As pr.:viously noled, thc Env,iromncntal Service!! Department (F..nvironmenlal Services) 
has had the primary responsibility for responding 10 wasle/liuer issues and Operales under 
differ.:nt sections of the San Diego MW1icipal Code (SOMC, Sections 54.0208, S4.0209 
and S4.02IO) than does the Sionn Wllter Pollution Prevention Division (SOMC. Section 
43.03). Both programs have hotlines 10 which lhey respond. Environmental S«vice'l 
typically receives calls regardinli: litl" or gross pollutltlllS WhCr.:llS Siorm Water nxcive5 
reporI!I of liquid discharges into the storm drain system andlor receiving waters. 

Environmental Services has a COlle COIllpliunce section th.at r.:sponds to repolU and phone 
calls. Their proce!lS for enfon:ement ineludes a letter 10 the property owner notifying them 
ofthc IUnc period in which !he trash must be removed followed by a site visit to confinn 
compliance. Envirorunental Services also responds to calls from other City dcpartments 
for illegal dumping on City properly (which is the case for Chollas and Palcta Creeks). 
Thcrefon:, based on historical records, each department wilhin the City may have a budget 
for having Environmental Services pick up trash within another department's area of 
responsibility. Although Street Division is responsiblc for inspectinli: channels, it is from a 
nood control pcnpective: thcircrews WOI.lld h.ave to submit a request to Environmental 
SeTvices to pick up smaller amounts of trash that are nol causing a flooding hazard within 
the "'lll.eTCOune. 

lhe Stonn Waler Pollution Prevcnlion Division also has a Code Compliam:e section that 
responds to reports of illegal disc~. All previously mentioned, their focll!l is on liquid 
dischllfli:es that are generally mon: easily trneed to the source than illegal dumping 
lk:tivities. Thus, iIlegalliquid discharge violations are often lTIl)I'l;l easily enfOfteable. 
However, as II result of the September 27, 200 I leucr distributed to the CopentJitte:es by 
lbe Rellional Board reglllding liner, the Storm Waler Code Compliance staff now considers 
Inuit in their enforcemenlllCtions. If they are unable to take enfol"Cffllent IICtion for trash. 
!he issue i, referred 10 Environmental Services. Within the Chollas and Paleta Creek 
watenheds, the Sionn Water Pollution Prevention Division's code compliance offi«'l'5 
have issued eight NOVs since December 2001, including one this reporting period. I lltree 
new CIlIll'S of illegal trash dischlllgCS wrn: investigated in the Chollll.ll and Pllletll C~ks 

watcrshcd5 thi' reporting period. 

I n..llWIIbcrofNOV. issutd illlhc Chollu and Pllttl Cretk wa!<'rlhecl ...... WIIesfinwed IlSin&zip..... 
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An updated map depiclina Ihc: locations ofth.e EnviroM\entlll s.,rvic<:~ Dcl'ilrtrl1t:m's 
record of illCidenu of ille:gal dumping and litter problems bc:t WecD July I, 2005 and 
Decc:mber 31, 2005 is proYided as an attildunent 10 lhis report (Attachment 2). During this 
time, EnvitOntnenl:ll Scfvice5 re"PJ,tde<J to 22 work. requests fl'Ql"l olher departments, 319 
caI~ for service involving minor litter, and 3,763 calls for sc:rvicc. involving illegal dumps 
(4,104 total calls). The: Enviroommtal Services Department also hekl22 Comm...uty 
Cl~-Up events dwing the reponing period. 

Staff from the Office of the: City Attorney luu lllso ...:oaordKd ano.l Klentitlcd sUIte and local 
Stal"JtCS thaI oould be used to ptII'$lIC further legalllCtions (beyond imposing penaltie:s 
andfor issuing Notices of Violatioo), if nc:<X:s5aJ'Y, llgairlSl property owne:n or those: 
I'WpOO5iblc: for ill"p1dumping aetivltic:s. further, staff lrorn the Office: of the City 
Attorney aho cond~c:d lllkiitional outreach e:ffolU within City dc:partmc:nts (reaching park 
rangtt'S, lifeguards and police) to C:OCOUT1Iil" City ('!l'nOnnd to be cspllCinlly diligerot in 
regard to illegal dumping activities. As part oflhis outreach. City staff bas abo been 
reminded about how to report violations ard how pertinent San Diego Municipal Code 
~(ln. aremforcc:d. 

The City ofSan Diego will continue 10 implc:rnent the c:nforcemc:n1 progrmns .te.cribed 
above. 

3. ~'rOk.\l DllAtN SVSTL\t AND CItE,[1( M"UNTI:NANC,[ AND CL.~NING EHORTh 

The ('~l Snvie:rs Deputmc:nt'. Street Divisi..,u clcWlCd 364 drainage ltructurc:s, 755 
lillClll' fecI ofdrainage: pipes, and 8,612 square feet ofdrainige: channel, mnoving 147.15 
tOl\Softrash and debri! from the: CbllJas Creek Wld Paleta Creek I'oatc:rsheds from July I, 
200~ to Decanber 31, 2005. Slreet. Divi!i()D staffaloo removed nS.8 tOfl! of debri! from 
the Chollas Creek walel'!hed and 212 tons ofdebris from Paleta Crcc:k Wlllel'!hed through 

the Street SweepiniProiram. 
1 

tS~ ~.,f S~ 

Chol~ and J>ale:1ll Creeks llIC scheOOlc:d for annual inspc:ction' March ojeach year. 
Shuuld tho;: in,pee:tioll revcalth", need for cleaning, Ihe =h .sbeduled and cleaned as 
.soon as poss.ible. Additionally, during inclement weather the Street Division performs 
critical drain inspections. These inspc:ctions include: known prob~ ......... in the CbQIltu 
antIl'alc:ta Creek WllIer'Shc:lk lbe Urban RllIlOlTManallemmt PIan'a Siurm Wuter 
Conveyance System Component (1XlIllponent2.1.11) idc:ntifle\l the: kno~T1 problem_ 
and IMl objedive of tIw cleaning. Additiolll1 cl"lUllnll <:tTOIts are bilSCd on identified 
problem areas. The: City will C(lOtinllC to carry out illl $!8n!Iwl wllIuaI inspc:ctions wilhin 
the Creeks lllIdescribed abo~ as well as cooonue to pcrfonn critical drain system 
ifl3PC"tioWl during lnclcmc:nt ...utbc:r. 

I N<Jtc:: Street U",ilion O$Iim,olCO the Ion. of ......w renoved finn ........ "".....io. baed 011 est....... of whaI 
peroeqllfll' of...c:qiliIa _ oc:c.- witbilllbo Chollu and PHIa om -.nlltd 1rUI. 
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The c.cncml Senri""'" Department'. Strefl Division abo maintain lUllIgrocmcnt wil.lllhe 
U.S. Navy to provide additional funding to clean trash IUld debris from Cbol1as Creek at 
the lI./'Ca when: the Navy has installed .. COlItainmcnt boom during the rainy 5ClIlIOlI. No I 
data 1ta.J been ~ from the Navy fOl" this miny SClUOI1. 

Between July 1,2005 and December 31, 2005, Environmental Services removed 
approximately 980.01 toos of vegetation, trasfl and debris from OI011as and Palm ~k 

watcn},.,d. from 22 e<>mmunity dan up cvcnt", 22 wort requcst~ from other departmentJ, 
319 calls for tervicc involving minor liller, and 3.763 alls for service involving illegd 
trash dumping. 

As previously n:portod., studies Rave shown lIIat trash ~umulltcs approximately 7-10 
dayslfler clearing cfl"orts, which would ncgate channel cleaning as an effective permanent 
solulion. Large-scale (mcchanical)tnI5h removal is an incnidCllt, expcnshe and reactive 
stIoteIY that docs nothinllto dimilllte Inc ilOUrCC ofthe uash problem (unless tnISh 
mJH>\·al is eombined with education IlIld outreach). To tacklt the source oftmsh issues 
proactively, and in the most clTecti..e mllllllel", lhe City continues 10 focus itl efforts DB 
eonlinuilli anti-litter education to facilitate 1M eullum! ahift noedod 10 ralU<e the >lUW\:eS 

of Ira5h pollution. 

A summary ofthc e1ltimaled trash rtITIOVOO from the Chollas IlIld Paleta Creek watersheds 
b provided in Tlble I, below. 

,""­
Source ofTruh Removal' 

WlIlenhed: Sveeu; Divillon 
No.-y,oci\J'"'.........
 Street S... i S«lnn DraiI Clw>i 

nS.l' 141.1' Unkroo...",· 
""... "...... 
1>110.01 __I""""""'" ,

Paltu C.....I< 212' u_....• 
.1JlltJ Ir> J2IJ/ItJ ~uo81'trlHToul (111_). 1.06! 

• No!e: TI>e Navy did IlOt tubm~ lrIQh boom oolledloll data for the ~"tl perioo1 

4. RI:l>! MA~AG£I\l':1'<" rRACTlCF.S (BMPs) 

4.1 S"rRU(""TURAI.. REST MANA(:r.MENT I'llAcncl'~'1 

The City's Urban RllnoffManagcmenl PIllI1 ilkntifies 1M need for a Cily·wide drainage 
master plan (Component 1.6, Waursked Planning). Thcmll5tC:l drainage plm and 
walenbcd sludies would idenlify deflCicncies in the storm drain s)'1lem, identifY 
appropriale areas for system U~Jand storm waler SMPs, and rcoommer.d 
improvanents. The City iseurrenlly S1Udying!be feasibility of pu~i"8 a SlOnn drain fee 
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inc~asc for CilyofSan 1Mg0 residett!. A Citywide master drainage plans and 
COlT,:spclIldi08 stonn drain and 8MI' a1piUll improvCInent program an: included in the 
storm drain fee Malysis. 

In addition, the City has pw:wcd gram funding tll implement 8M!'s. The City's Wate~ 

Qualify I.eader.f j'roposilion 13 gnlllt proposal was not selected. Implementation ofthc 
Water QuaUty LNders project would have prov)dcd the City with funding to implement 
stmctlnl 8MPs and evMlIW: their efTl:ctivencss. The Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Division will comnllC to pursUCl walet quality jrants, in rarlnet'Ship w;lh othet" 
jurisdictions, agcnc~ and organizati0n5 in the~, as a meaN of funding trash­
obatement efforts. 

In February 2006. Inc City "!'Plied for S125,OOO in Stale W.tcr RciI(}Uf>;Cl CorlUol Boord 
Con"olidated Gnmts Progra:n funding to COrultruel six Slom water ~ rnanagenent 
practices in parking lots, streets, wid other 10000tiollS th"l would treat nuisance lind other 
low flows prior to entering the storm chin system in the Tijuana River, San Diego Bay. 
San Diego River, MiMion 8o.y &. La Jull.. i..QIl PetlallqultOll, and San Oieguito River 
watersheds (one best management pmo:;tice woold be instal1w per watmhcd). The best 
lTIllIIagcmet1t practices would address bacteria, metals. nutrients. sediment, and trash. 
which bave been 1dcntified as constituent! of concern in thoo:!e WDtersheds by their 
res""",tive WlltCOOed Urban Ruootl" Management Programs. Monitoring ofthc 
effeeth"ClleM and maintenance requirements of the six best ma~tpractices during 
the "";o·year life of the grant would allow for the development orreoommendatiQns for 
future use in the City of San DieIlO. 

1llc Cily of San DiellO also submitted an initial applicalion for $2,950,000 in Inleinlted 
ReiliOtUi Water Management (JRWM)Grant Program, (Proposition 50, Chapter I, or 
~Prop SO") grtIllt fuodinil in Spri"ll 2005 to iml'lelnCllt an<>tJx.r creek I'CIltol'lltion projc.:.:t per 
the Cit),·approveU Chollos Creek EnlwlKtmenl l'1ogrum. The concept proposal was 
selectee! by the Statc Water RC50~ COlltrl)llloard (State Board) to submit a full grant 
proposal for consideration. In Fall 2OOS, the City turned the project concept over to 
Groundwork CholJao, a non.profit group working to n:"lure IulbiUlt In the Chollas Creek 
wateBhed. Durillllhis ~porling period, Groundwork Chollas, in coordination with 
!lCvernlllOn-profit sroups. continued ~paratiOlUofa full grant proposal to restore a 
section nfChollas Creek neat 47'" Street and Castana Avenue, 'The groups anticipule 
...bmiltmg the full gnu'l prupusal during a future grant !Ubmission cycle. 

Finally, as a measure to prevent trash and debris from entering Chollas Creek, NASSCO 
conlinues 10 maintain fencing in the palting lot a1nng the sides of the Creek. 
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4.2 No.'l - ~'ntOCTURAL UrsT MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs) 

As ~vlomly reponed., uash is removed from or discouraged from entering Lhe Slonn 
drain !ystern and receiving waters in the Challas met Paleta Creek walel'Shcds due to the 
following non-!lrucluIl,l activilie!: 

Education &: Outreach, "1"hir.k B1uen 

Weekly rosidemlallrolSh pick up 
Trash pitk up from public llRas 
Recycling 
11ousehold Hawrlous Waste wlle.:tion 
Stonn Drain Sleroeilina 
Volunteer eleanu~ 

Drain and inlet cleaning 
Channel cleaning 
Street Swcepinll 
Enforo;cn><:nt oflhe SWI Diego MwticipaJ Code (SOMC) 
ERrnunw:nt ofapplicable stlIIle code$ lhrollgh COUl1 actions 

Through lhese services, the City nfSw Diego is dfeo.::tivcly pm·enting lon$ of trash fiom 
entering inl.o our \Oo'illerways. Ilowevcr. physical cleaning of the cntire reaches of Chollas 
and PaletaCreeks by City erows is ~ an envirulllllcnUtlly optimal option betause it is lU1 
"cnd ofpipc" solution thaI fails to eliminale the souroc of the problem (people's 
behaviors), and is therefore. inherently less etTccti'-e than sowec controls (education). 
Studies have shown that trash re-a«:lnlulates approximately 7·10 days after cleaning 
efforts. which would negale ehannel clclU1ing as an effective pcrmllIlcnt soluti(lll. Larae­
scale (medJanieal) lraSh ~oval is IlD inefficicnt, expensive and reactive strategy that does 
Mlhing to eliminate the cause of the littcr problem (unless tnlSh I\"ITlOvai is combined with 
education and outn:ach). In addilion, property and environmental constraints may make 
regular ereek cleaning difficult. Research inlO propmy boundaries in Chollas Creek reveal 
that priv~le ownership e~tendl inl.<> the e~k bed in nearly..:ll Millions, lIJld tt.c City does 
not possess drainagc ell$Cments in all (If these privately-owned soctiollS of the ereek. In 
those Iocallons, the City must teqlJCSt permission 1.0 llCCe$S the property 1.0 pcrbm 
mainlenance. ·11te same is tn.lC for volunteer clcan lip events. Coordinating I tleanup 
event and lJeCuring all of the necessary approvals is oftcn prohibitively lime consumina lIJld 
uifficult. Additionally, restrictions on impacting l1lIlive habital rr..ay also reduce access 10 
portions of tile creeks. 

Thcn:fore, to tackle the 50uru of1rllSh issues prooetively, and in the most C(lst-cffective 
mlUlI'lCr, the City continues tn fneus its effor1S on continuing W'lIi-l.itlCr educati<Ju In 

facilitate !he cullural shift needed to reduce the SOlUtes of trash pollution through Ihe 
Think Blue program. 

M reported previously in this report, lY fifth year lIfthe l1tinJr. Blue campaign (FY 2(06) 
includes airing the, ~Don't TntSh Our Furore;' PSA, which specifically addresses trash as a 
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pollutant of concern. In addition to the airtime, lwo l'lI.dio stations previously published an 
anti·litler ad that repeats the final scene from the "[)on't Trash Our FUMe" PSA. The lid 
was placed In CD inscrtsand calendars and cumul.ivcly distribyted to lTIOI'e than 50.000 
San Diegll.IlI. 

"The Storm Water Pollution Prevention Division .150 joined together with the San Diego 
City School Di.trif,;t 10 emlte and implement Project SWELL (SlCwlll"<bh;p: Wilier 
Education for Lifelong Leadcr!hip) K_12 t1l grade sciem:e currieula focusing 011 San Diego 
watershed issual and characteristics, impacting $ludcnt behavior toward pollution 
prevention, aoo serving as a model for !IChools county-wide. 

AI", durinalhi" KJlUrtiU8 pomod, the Storm Waler I'ollution Prevention Division 
conlinued to use the Think Blue anti-litter slorm drain stencil (see FigUJe 3). The stencil is 

being used in City 
municipal yards and 
f.,'lities, including theNO_­

NO TIlE HAllA· ChoJlas Yard loxated within 
GOES TO the Chollas Creek watershed. £, LlEGAAL MAR Stencils were alto distributedOCEAN 8 to I Love A Clean San Diego 

so that voluntCCTS may 
stencil storm drains throughout San Dirgo, including the Challas and Palcla Cleek 
watershl:d aroas. The S!ellCit specifications have bern posted 00 the City', Think Blue 
website (thi.wblucsd.org)so thai conlraclors and environmental or~zalionscan make 
their own stencils using the City slandlWd. A similaf concrete stalnp is rcquirr:d on 1I1i DeW 

development projects which build rlCwstorm drain Wets. 

1be General Services Deptrttnent's Sltcet Division cleaned 364 drainage structures, 155 
linear fect ofdrainage pipes, and 8,612 square feet of drainage channel, removina 141.15 
tons oflrB.'Ih aoo de",,;s from the Chollll8 Crock lUld Paleta Cn:ck wltlaJlh..us frum July I, 
200510 December 31, 2005. Sired !>i"ision stall abo removed 125.8 tons ofdcbris from 
the Chollas Ottk watershed and 212 lOrIs ofdebris &om Palcta Crttk watershed through 
the St«"ct Sweeping Program. 

During the rq:>Of1ing period, lhe Environmental Services Department 81", collected 525.24 
toDS ofltllSh al 22 communily clcan up ~venlS. Theile events provide residcnl!l with an 
opportunily 10 properly di!pose ofwaslc5 and reducc th~ likelihood ofwllt\le cnding up in 
creeks and drainages including those within the Chollas and Palcl. Creek watersheds. In 
total, bdwecn July 1.2005 and December 31, 2005, Env;ronmcnlll Servi""" removed 
approximately 980.01 tons of vegetalion, tnuh and debris from Chollas and Palcta Creck 
~ fiom 22 community clean up events. 22 work requests from other departments, 
J19 calls for i1Crvicc invuhing minor liller. and 3,163 calls for iICl'Yice invulving illegal 
trash dumping. 
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[n order to prevent trash and debris from entering the ereek bod from parking lots due: to 
wind or storm "'lIlcr, NASSCO oonlraels with SI. Madeleine's Sophie Cenkr to conduct 
1nISh pick-ups twice a ....eck. 

The Stann Water Pollution PRvention Division plans to continue lID aggressive education 
and outreach campaign tlll'¥¢ted alliUeT abatement, continue the implementation o{the: 
ChollaJ CretA: Waler Quality ProtectiQll al1d Habitat Enhancemel1l Project; consider 
implementation ofa criminal proseculion pmccss feM" the Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Division; and continue maintenance activities and participation in volunteer eleanup 
efforts. The Streels Division may implement additional trash awareness outreach and 
cleaning. In addition, CalII1ln.'l has recently initiated a statewide, multi-lingual anti-litter 
ewnpaig.n that includes materials for !ltUdcnl.'l, nyers, and other handouts, whieh the City 
will distribuu: in the Chollas and Palcta Cnx:kI Areas. 

4.3 BMP AcrlOl'i PLAs 

Table 2 below provides an update on the potentiallJMPs reported pR:Viously in the 
February 13,2003 lener. Please note that to maintain COO!listency, we'~ kepl all of the 
activities reported previously, evCll ifthc:y have been completed, delayed or postponed. 

T.blt 2. PO(tdlt..l" ..1..18MPt Implt_lod 10 Mel.... Il'llill in llIoe C.oIlu ud P.!e'b1 Cfftk 

~.-
£$T1.\lATtD 

IMPI.t:\ttl\·rATIOfoI 
{'O\l'UX''M'	 .., 

NO/'Io..fTllucru~ 6Mf'$: 
-.~ 

Public SerYI« f.11 2003 ond PSAur~ in partl......ip with CoJlrInS -0;..... II ...t the Port 
A_~ ...... or Sao! DitKO. "DOII'I TrWI 0... FUI"",M aired dlWiol& reportln(J 

period. Two now PSA. ochodutallO be developod Md md;",...
 
MlleN.Is ",i!hT'" f_ A..N-*!	 Durin. pl'lIriouI "'P'>"tin. periodI.. -..HiQcr mes..p ........, 

-.:Ivenited .. caJermn ond CD ilUCIU. Other Think III"", 
1MICri.1. wiU be a-..l ond updated .. "I'I'f"l'rinc. In 
0cI0b0:0- 2003. the SIoml W...... PollUlion ~ l)jvi.ioo1 
~. n"",ber of!JUIinc::u Outreaoc:b woobhopo. In 
Midition 10 infOrmin. businta 0\Ynert how 10 properly c_ 
'mpcn-iouo surfa«f" \he ~ incll'dcd other 1M bas 
"'""" _ . a includi ... -.Ii_liner. 

Tai10ftd brochures FY2005 OriI.inally.Wed r", fY1OOot. FY 2OOS, Md FY 2006, 
poslpOIled f", FY2007. C..... provided ''1)o,ft T'" 
c.lifomio" anti-lillCr arnpaip mMe."1s .....ich wiD be ldC!d in 
Chotlu. Crcri: watenbcd 

Dmrict 4 Stonn Woter ",MlI..• d. 
Outreaoc:h module ""'""'""'".. 
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OM' 
TfUh .. Liner ImpKt ModWc 
for Wlltnhed Oisplloy Bo.nJs 

I'rojccI SWEl.I. (Slewwdlhip: 
WlIICr ~ion for Lifi:looI& 
Le.dcnlIip) 

l..eltm to Property Ownon 

Lott......ith bnldIur'a to 
m.idenu in CouoociI 0iIlric:l4 
Leners 10 Copmn;_ 

\nla"·and ....,.A.....y 
CoordiMlioll 

CIooI'"" Cr«t W""D" QofoJ;1y 
Prot«l/()lr tuod H~.... 
~_Pr 'ccf- H 
W....... QttoIitylAadtn
 

CllyofSmt f);qo W"'....Md 
BMP, 

CItoJI... Cnd R_1otr 
Proj«r (Prop .JO) 

fJ,'fOW:U&Nr 
Crimi...1...........ion
 

". _. 
I!Ilfoo...._4 

M~INrVUNCI; 

bT1MATtIl
 
IM'I ,I:M£."""no.~
 

O"'rI:
 
FY2006 

FaU 200) 

On,goinS 

-~" 
-~.. 
Onsoing 

"'" 
WA 

"".,.,. 

,.,. 

...... v_ 
~S. 

CoM"''''~·lli 
De..yed • third ye. 10 FY 2007 perICIilIc Copermittee 
.."'"..". on WURMP <ducalion olcmmls. lmmd to odd 
line ed"""'lon moduJo .... mIt....i.b 10 wamIltd dilplay 
boonk >hwed by Copennit&ees. 

N... k·12 .,..x educltion prtlIIUl Bepn implancMMioft 
in F.U2ooJ xhooI roar in San DiotOC~y S<:hooh. '"0rId0: 
.........1110. .o"",~ ~ being impkmellred. 6" if1Ide 
o;urriouIo I.annod liO • im l/:menl::Ilion in . 2006. 
OWaclIlo proporty ~ dono .. part ofScpl....bcr 2002 
Ck:m-lJp ewnt Activrty liO bc: CII"ried 0IlI ;" ~ion with 
oot.-:h to be implomc:ntod .. port of tho Cho/latCnd: W....... 
QttuJj~n":"'«f1M anJ lIaM,.... C"ltaJoc_mr "NJiu' 

. in in 2004. 
Council off"'" dislribuled 200. 

Rooohed all C"""""ittoa wil/rin ChoU...... 1"aIttI (:Neb 
..illUsI..... ~ia o-onail 011 117102. 
Olllr...:h to Olher C~y ~nl:S bill been <.Iono by tho 
Off..., oFt'" City Anomey .. described in Seclim J 
~Enfun:omonI" above. 'I',," City will OOIIIin... disoIIs,ion. willi 
CaIu'aoIs ..rr in onleI" to kbltify <>ppOrtI.oIitie! fUr parmt:..hip 
bet_n our "F"t'ios in cwdr:.-lo ~ tra'" ~ As 
.lready IIOtOd, Clk.III' iJ a va........ parmt:. to tho C~y 

p<o~idinJ flnlllCiaI ouwort 10 tho Think 81... PSA•. Cily'. 
Strnet Diyj.1on II - ..inJ into <:tJIIIJw;:t with U,S. N.vy 10 

• \fWI hoom II.Ihe In(lIlth ofChoU. Cleek. 
SIalcfCiUiilont appoo•..:!. .... began implt:_im on Jllly 
6, 2004. Con<tnoct~~ in public odvati~ 

Scheduled 10 ·..-...ctioft ill J...... 2006. 
Propositioft I) pM opplicll.ioo deIllecl. No ionIC'" pwlUinJ: 
fundinK. 
s.mittcd initial S7l5,ooo p1lnl po-oposa!lO_1111d 
_ilur six IttUOtn RM'" (I in ...h of tho Cky'I.;X 
WIlonhedl). OMI'$ would be ..1oded tg rnoximix removal of 
pollutanlSof«MW:ern;n ...h -.rWd, inc:ludill& trash. 
Moniloring "'''''." would oval_ OMP dfocti......,. ond 
compare ma;"iOI\anOe ""I~iro_ 10 bm ret:ummeDdotions........
 icotiotIC" wide. 
lIIilia1 $2,\1$0,000 prnposaI ........itted in s,rint 2OOS. Project 
oonoqlI tnlllrem:d 10 Ioal non-proIill"""l"';n Foll2005.
Non-pror::.,';"P" pnoparina to "'bmit full ar-nt pnlJIOSII in, ­ ~ 

Cunmtly under ....idmIlion. 
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S!rqt Piyjajpn _ Clclllina.-
Str.... Piyjtjm _ AddiliOMoI 
1rMh IWoreoesJud cleaning.­Egyi'oDmentol $m'ie'I;: 
AbIIcmenl or fllepl Dumpina 
and CIeJuI·Up ao 
R""y<I.,.E_ 

Volum.... Clelll-IIPI 

r.tina: 1..ol C~ Up. 
CIlollal moIIth 

800m C\eon;",0­
PuTMIe GnnI f-.dinJ 

SnUCJ'VOIALA.Uh: 
MIIS\tI" OnoinaF Plan 

t:sTIw.ntl 
IMrLr....rxr..TlON 

D" 
Ongoinl 

Un1<nolO'o 

""""' 
"",",", 

Ongoin& 

OIIgoin& _., 

"' ­

COMlo!£.Vl'S 
The Oenenl Servic", l)eportmmt'. Slreell>i.ioion ~Icantd 

U4 tlrli""ll" ~s. n~ lir>cIr r.... ofdninage M-. and 
U 12 "'I"""' ,.... ordrainatIe clwuloi'~ ren.>vin& 147.15 ""'" of 
!nSII mel debri. fJom !he Chollas C........... r.lna C_k 
-...bcdo from July I. 2005 to Dcc:ember 31. 2005, Street. 
Pi>ioion bIT.1oo "'moved 125.• 10m ofdd>rio '""" Ibc: 
CholluC.........lIlenlold..-d 212 "","ofdebris from hlN.._,
C....... wlllenloed
 

.......d
 

I.kl:.....",.. J..ly I, 2005 _ Dcc:<wOe' 3 I. 2005, E...lrunmmtal 
ServicQ remowd oppru.iJl'lll"ely 910_01 toot or""Fb'rion. 
InSh and debris from ehollu ond hIeII CTftlr. wllenI>eds 
l'rum 22 community •• lip event.. n ""0& ~uest, from 
...... dtpartIne11l:&, ) I' call> r", ~1e=tM"&minot \ill.... 
.... ) 763 aliI> for __ice in....hoin ille traoh . 
City pIftic;p.ted ill Clelll,. .. CIlollM Creel< on Se,:4tmber 17, 
200~ 05 port ofllM Creek to ~ C.....lIp. The City is abo 
putDerina with I Love A Clelll San Oiqo to oponoor oix 
cleanup .il"(onesite iII_h orlbc: Cily'..i. _ ....bedo, 
inelood.... San Diqo a.y) <bing the 2006 e-tol CIeOlll'll 
~. 

Coordi..........itt! ~ l>iolrict, NASSCO. NASSCO"..ldnl 
loco ",ere <iOMled dtlring the Sqllember 2003 Clelllllp E_ 
md implemerlled pnmanent lood ""'..... po.. prxrK:es 10 
periodlcaIly de... !he porkinllol in COIIIbirwion "'ith fellciol 
.......... InSh can.. 
Collabonli"" 1IgI ......... "'iIb1be Nnoy. Connet fulthe
_. ...'''''''' 
The City "'ill ~ to Tneort:h sr- cwortunilieo thollDO)' 
""I'JlIlI1 implemer»Mion or_ural ud nurHIl'IIClural BMPJ 
10 MIdrao tr-" in illlemse1y Ilrbanizcd -.....- "'ilbin lhe 
City orSan [);ego. iJKludi"l the hIeta and ClIo'''''' Creek 
wotenlledl. ~ City of&- Diego W<IIwsMd HUh &JWIl..... 
To dole, Ibc: City "- _ 5ludied lho reasibility orlllo Ute of 
.lrudunl BMI's within Ibis _enhed. City-wide muter 
dninojpo ,,1M and .....~ rtudin would idelllil'y 
detkienl:in in lho 0l0ml dnin system, idenlify lIjlpop ill• 
...", fuI 0l0ml_ BMI's, ond re<:ommend improvemellQ, 
TMCiIy i' expIorina 1110 pouibilityorplKio&. ~ ll;lr. 
JIOn'l drain fee iJ>creaM on • future !Mllol. Ir """""""', lilio f... 
COIIId fuod 1hc 

. of.M_r . 
~. 

f .....ioc M NASSCO hrkin3 OIIgoio& rencin&. NASSCO pn.i"llol completod in SepIembor or 
Co 2002. Olba .......,nwtiIie. r... reneiD& .. IlrUh BMP .. 

-"' -.... 
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The Stonn Water Pollution Prevention Division is implementing the Crccl; Refuse 
Assessment Pmgmm as part ofour Dry Weather Monitoring activities in the Chc:lllas and 
Paleta ~k watershed are«s. A description of the ~t strategy foHows. 

The Dry Weather Monitoring compom:nt oflbe updated MunK:ipal Storm Water Permit 
(Order No 2001-(1) expanded the pl'Iyslochcmical monitoring condllCted uoder the 

previous Munio;:'pal Storm .·IIU",4. Dt1' Wnt~~rSto .. Drlold.~ "",.lIon_1 DloI.I 
Water Permil The City's".." e..,. ..... _ standard procedure for ..... 10'._ ...._ ................
..._-_.~--- cvaluating and rerording 
observations now ineludes tmsh 

~..- -_.. I-_. .-:~ obliervations.lI5 shOIOo11 on the 
;=:~ :::;- ­--,-- -- - -- -,.='-~ Dry Weather Storm Drain Field -- Monitoring Data Sheet (see _....-~--

, Figull: 4). Monitoring staff--,..-, --- ._--"
, - ~ - -,_. 

". - :..:!.- :-::....- identify tra.~ chanlclcristiu in
:.::.. ;.:: =- =::-t- I'· '. the storm drain's discharge-- - - ,-­
"".. - - -- ._-- - "plume area" at storm drain- ._,- - ­_- .......- - oullets whcll: they discharge
 
~~._~~ into a large open conveyance-_ ....,.- channels or the narnral .......- _._.._--' '.-"-

drainages and creeks. We have
 ---- ~~---- -- dermed the '"plume lma" as 
approximately 1().20 yards (30­~,m:~ 60 feet) ~trelll1l and 
downstream of the stonn drain ---'..... ~ 

-
oullet. Trash monitoring within 
open conveyance channels and 
rnanlloleslcateh basins uses 
simi lar criteria; staffnotes 

conditioll!l within a 20-yard diameter oftbe monitoring point and in the visible areas wilhin 
manholes/caleh basins. To complete this as9CSSment, our standard procedure for 
evaluating and recording observations has been expanded to include a photo 
documentation of the tmsh in these two creek watersheds. 

The third ycar's""POn of tile Crttk Refuse As9cs5ment Prognun llR: included "'ith this 
report (Attachment 2). 

Futurc as5eSsmelllS will assiSi in identifYing sources and "hot spots" of trash from tile 
tributary land uses and neighbol'tloods. In addition to trash, monitoring 5taffwill continue 
to docwnent unique deposition characteristics near outlets and monitorin¥ site'S looking for 
paniculatcs that might identify sources ofWllllte ond trash. 'The Creek Rcfuse Assessment 
Program will provide the City and the Regional Board ",ith quantifiable trash data that ClU\ 
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be uSl:d as a baseline and to evaluate the effectiveness ofBMPs. We will review the Creck 
Refme Assessment Program on an annual basis 10 determine if enhan«:mcnts /II'C needed. 

6. COLLAllOR,A,T1Vt; ErFORTS 

During the reporting period, the Stonn WlUCr Pollution Prevention Division panicipllled in 
implementation mcctinlP for the San Diego Bay Watershed Urban Runoff Managcrncnt 
Plan. This Plan fosters oollllbomtion between Choll~ Cft:C'k watershed Copcrmillees, 
busil'lC$SCS, intel'l:sted public, and other stakeholders. In addition. the City continues to 
participate in other wateT'llhcd efforts in the urea, such as the ';GroundWQr!t Choll~" 

watershed mcc:lings. This group consi!llinll of a diverse group of agencies, ~idcnts, and 
acIivi!lls., meets ~ularly with a goal of forming a watershed network focused on 
protecting and restoring Chollllll Creck. In addition, the Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Division participated in a Novembcl' 17, 2005 Trash focus Group mceling led by local 
environmental group members. 

As detailed in \hi$ report, the Storm Water POllulion Prevention Division coordinated with 
the Pon of San Diego, Cily of La Mesa, Cily of Lemon Grove, Environmental Health 
Coalilion, San Diego Bayk«pcr, San Diego Unified School Disuict, and SoUthwestCrTI 
College to continue the implementation of the Cho/las Creek Waler QNuUty Protection UIId 
Hab/tal Enhonu/Mnl Projecl grant; continued to coordinate with Caltrans and the Port of 
San Diego to ert:ate PSAs focused 011 trash issues; coordinated with San Diego Baykeeper, 
the San DiellO Cily Schools to continue !he implementation of the Project SWELL scbool 
curricula; coordinated wilh I Love A Clean San Diego to use their volunto:ers to $ICOCil 
SIOrm drain inlets and lead a second Chollll$ Crock cleanup evcnllllld sponsor six 0Ihers 
throughout lhe City (including one in too San Diego Bay watershed), and coordinated with 
the U.S. Navy and Port of San Diego 10 continue to mainlllin trash booms in Cholla9 
Creek. 

1lIe Storm Waler Pollution Prevention Division and other Cily departments will continue 
to work collabomtively wilh oIher agencies, businesses and organizations 10 leverage 
additiooal energies towards cleaning our beaches and beys. 

7. TR,A,slI M[ASUR.£S E ...n~(''TIVENt:SS ASSUioS.VII!.NT 
7 

While Ib= is no baselIne data that would allow the City to as!lCS9 effectiveness of 
ITIClISUres laken'-lOaiite to a<kIress tmsh issues within the Chollll.i and Palda Creeks 
"''IIt1=heds, and while there is no legal or functional sIarldatd for d~tcrminill& whether 
trash is impacting beneficial uses, the Cily believes that posilivc meps have been taken IIlI 
measured by the amount of Ir3.$h removed reported in this and ~ l'l:ports. 
Additionally, we believe !he groundworli: has been esIlIblishcd for the City to make a 
significant contribution towards the long-term hc.allh oftbcsc watersheds through the 
City's collaboralive participation in annual Califomia Coastal Clean-Up events. Seeds 
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have been planted to allow the City to continue to participate in similar events in 
subsequent yars. lIS evidenced by I"'" City's participatiol1 in six localioru! for this year's 
California Coastal Clean Up De.y. 

1lte City implemented txtensive mcasun::s to prevent trash from entering into our stann 
drain system and will oontinue to ell-pion:: cost-effective and meaningful ways of reducing 
illegal dumping of gross pollulallts. We recognize that Iinenng and illegal dumping all: the 
major causes oflra!h and debris in receiving waters and related excecdances ofwaler 
quality standan». We 81:50 recogniBl that !nsh in the tuban environment is 1101 limited 10 
Choll8ll and Palela Crocks: it is an issue for every urbltIl creek, river, and CllllyOD in San 
Diego. As such, the City has chosen \0 incorporate litter prevention in our public 
education and oulTeach program, Think Blue. Our emphasis win oontinoo to be on 
education via OUTThink Blue program and itll mission, "to raise public awareness and \0 
foster behavior changcslo reduce ooo-poinlllOU!Cc pollution." Simply SlllICd we want, and 
need, to reach as many people as possible of tile City'S 1.2 million residents and not limit 
our efTorts to one gCOlP"uphie area. 

ToYt-ard that end, in 2003 we bcllM implementing the ""';Iter quulity·blIscd school curricula 
called Projccl SWELL (Stewardship: Water Education for Lifelong Leadcnhip) in San 
Dicgo City Schools in partnership with San Diego Baykeeper,!he !l(:hool district and 
o1l1O.TlI, and began airing u new Think Blue anti-litter public service lUIllOWlCCmCl1t "Don't 
Trash Ow FutllTC." Our Think Blue progrnm is highly acclaimed and has been selected as 
EPA's outreach model for large urban walen>ltcds. Think Oluc is making a difTcn:ncc by 
chanlling bchavions of people who live in the region. 

Ikcausc: the Cbollas and Pa.lctu ~ks watersheds are not enlirely within the City ofSan 
Diego, we also rcwgnizc the importance ofcoordinating our efforls with tIJ,o,c ofother 
jurisdiclions and organizations within these watersheds. l1Jc Cily lias almldy ventured 
into a watcnhcd approach to address trash by working with the United States Navy, 
Caltrans, the Cily of Lemon Grove, the Port Distrie:t. and NASSCO, and we will oontinuc 
to engajle willing stakebolders in dcvdopinlland implementing solutions 10 address 
eXCdllive trash in our watersheds that may impact benefICial usa. The City will CQIltinue 
to address trash ooncems through a comprehensive and cost-effective approach that 
focuses on pollution prevention and participatory decision·making. 

In .5IIIIUTIury, the City will continue to work diligently 10 ameliorate the trash issues in the 
Chol1as and Palcta Creek Yt...tershcd~, in addition to other walCf3hcds throughout the City. 
11lc: City's EnviTOl1l1\Clltal Services Department, Stn:ct l)ivi~ion, and Stonn Wllkr 
Pollution Prevention Division continue to work to remove trash from Chollas and Paleta 
creeks., among other water bodies throughout the City. Clearly, support from OUT 
lelldenhip. and professional skill aod IC(:hnical knowlo:<Jge in water quality and urban 
nmofTiuucs and solutions from City staffis not Jading. Investing OUT dollar'!! in Think 
Blue or pollutioo prevention is currently thc besI usc: of City fundiog to reduce pollution at 
ow beaches and bays. We otTer thaI best management practice. an:: nol all ~atcd equal, 
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nor is dividing up one', resources bc:lwecn numerous best management practices always 
lhe besl approach. By concenlrating rt:5OUrcCll in Think Blue. or pollution prevention, we 
believe that we are realizing the greatest waler quality benefit 

We believe thai it is pn:rnaturc: to state that the City's elIisting 8MPs are ino::ffeclivc. 
Rather. we 1lC1'd to cKplorc additional alternatives for reducing i1k::gal dumping of gross 
pollutants beyond what sIOnT> water programs ~un pt'Uv)dc. II is evident thaI Ittc Cily', 
current practices, are effct:live in ensuring proper diJposal oftrllS.~, and thus pn:venting 
lOfU oftrasli from entcriTlj into our storm drain system lllld reechoing WlIters. 

Atlo<:l"nelllS; 
1. City ofSan Diego Environmental Services Department's map ofcalls lOr ~;ce. 

2. 2005 Creo:k Refuse Assessment Program Report, Oclober 13, 2005. 


