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HUGE DAMS HAVE HUGE IMPACTS

I We have received (at a cost of $120.00) and reviewed the first 3 volumes of 001
the DEIR, and have borrowed the remaining 14 volumes, and reviewed most of
that. First of all, it is a lot to cover, all 8,500 pages, it is very difficult to locate all the
information relevant to the West County alternative. We would prefer to submit
our comments after a much more thorough review, and we think it is unrealistic to
expect anyone to read this much information in the allotted time frame. |

| First of all please note that this proposed project has already had huge 002

impacts in the west county community. The fact is that our family has lived under
the threat of eminent domain, the taking of our land, since 1988. Your EIR in
volume 1 explains your purpose and need for your project, but fails to take into
account our purpose and need for our land, and the purpose and need of the Button
Ranch to remain an intact and viable ecosystem. |

| Please reflect change of ownership at the Two Rock site, all lands previously 003
referred to as belonging to the University of California have now been purchased by
us. (see attachment_1) |

' Volume 1, chapter 1, page 1-15 outlines your scoping and public involvement 004
phase and indicates that the public reaily had a say in the alternatives chosen
through the process of "concensus building” . The records actually show that there
was never a concensus for a west county project. There was not even one farmer or
rancher in attendance at any of the sessions who wanted to use the wastewater n
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the west county. A document from the City of Santa Rosa dated May 20, 1994, titled
DRAFT FEEDBACK REPORT: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF
PARTICIPANTS' INPUT FROM THE ROUND THREE WORKSHOPS, states on
page 14: There was concensus among participants commenting on West County
options that: a. There should be NO West County storage; b. There should be no
discharge to the esteros either directly of indirectly through West County streams. |

004 {cont.)

Why have you continued to wage a war of atirition on the west county
landowners? (see attachment 2 ) It may have something to do with the previous
attempt to site your urban development project in our watershed, and the attempt
to take our land once before. Our late neighbor, Lenny Stein, spent the last two years
of his life revealing the inadequacies and lies of the last EIR, and his dogged pursuit
of the truth contributed to its decertification in a court ruling. Lenny was also
battling a fatal illness, and we regret that he is not here to submit his comments on
this DEIR. To prepare this DEIR the City had to subpoena 24 landowners of the west
county damsites and drag us into court te get access to our land. (See attachment 3)
This subpoena also states that the City would need one OR MORE of our damsites.
We remain unwilling sellers. |

005

The issue of how much acreage would be available for Santa Rosa’s irrigation
project has been an area of controversy for years. On behalf of APRA we are
submitting the red zone map and the petitions on which it is based. The latest word
is that after the EIR is certified the City will determine available acreage. Isn't that a
bit late? The fact is that the City cannot do this project without condemnation and
negative impacts to the environment. The array of huge potential damsites, the
specter of condemnation and the monstrous costs involved have made the study of
alternatives 2 and 3 a waste of time and money. (see attachment 4) |

606

Although this DEIR is being prepared by a different consultant, Harland
Bartholomew and Associates, we are very concerned about the reliance on data
previously prepared for the last EIR, by CH2M Hill. This data was obviously and
admittedly prepared with a pre-selected alternative (the T-5 dam) in mind, and the
data reflected a bias towards the West County. The consultants started with what
they wanted and worked backwards. This is one of the reasons that the last EIR was
decertified. This new study relys on a great deal of information of dubious quality
and integrity from the previous study. For instance volume XVI, section U-1, task

007
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35,page 4-113 states that;" previous geotechnical data is available for these sites 007 (cont.)
relative to their development for a dam and reservoir, including exploration
borings and test pits in the dam foundation and construction materials source area.
Therefore, the scope of work for these sites is limited to review and evaluation...”
We were so wary of your findings last time that we hired our own geologist. at this
time we will re submit their report. (see attachment 5 ). It seems as if you are
building a twelve million dollar gold plated skyscraper on a very weak foundation. |
| The DRAFT FEEDBACK REPORT dated May 17,1994, shows that in a meeting with 008
Marin County interests, Santa Rosa wastewater project team members stated on

page 16, number 29: "We are not relying on previous studies in this EIR process.”
Could you please explain this discrepancy? This report is also omitted from the
library catalog list and should be included as it contains an integral part of the
scoping process. |

| At the scoping session November 17, 1994 we commented that we found the 009
renaming of the T-5 damsite "for purposes of clarity” to be less than clear. More like
purposely cloudy. The dam site at the Tresch-Button-Mattos ranches has now been
referred to in various studies for this project as: T-5, T-6, T-6A , §20, 520A and Twe
Rock, different names, configurations and storage capacities, but all in the same
valley! Please see the attached schematics of dam configurations. (attachment 6).
The T-5 dam is the one that was selected as the dam in the Iast EIR. It is the largest
and least expensive to build, due to the narrow abutments, hence less imported fill.
Although this study has claimed that only the T-6A dam was under consideration,
we have suspected that the T-5 dam was what you would really want to build and
would jump back on it anyway possible. Supperting evidence is found in volume
IV, section D-5 , page 25, 2.2.4. This states that through a simple DWR-3 application
to the Division of Safety of Dams, the dam could be back on the T-5 site. There are
also some references to storage capacities at two rock greater than the 4,500 billion
gallons of the T-6A site. And then there is the memo in volume V. D-24
TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM TM-R2 from Parsons. Once more, under the guise
of clarification, the consultants cloud the issue. Paragraph 3, states that the T-5 dam
has the least capacity, and concludes by recommending that the maximum capacity
reservoir site,T-6, not be developed. That is completely backwards. Was it an in
house joke that accidently got published? Could you please try again? |
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[ Volume I, chapter 1 page 1-33 and chapter 4.5 discuss groundwater. In the last
EIR we raised serious questions about the impacts of the dam on our shatlow wells.
The last EIR gave a vague promise of an alternate water source when and if our
wells were contaminated. This DEIR gives more study to this issue and concludes
that there will be significant impacts to our welis. The mitigation is a pipeline to
bring drinking water to the west county, that will be laid,alongside the wastewater

pipeline at the same time it is installed. This mitigation,measure 2-3.12, could have

growth inducing impacts that the preparers fail to identify in section 5.3. This
pipeline will be a provision of new infrastructure which removes obstacles to
growth. The DEIR states that the new potable water will be provided to 84
potentially affected parcels and is merely growth accommodating. This fails to take
into account the pressure that this new water supply, a Public Water System( table
4.7-1) will place on all parcels in the west county. Also please answer: Will the users
be placed on water meters and charged rates? What will the rates be? Is this a form
of annexation? |

D10

| Impact 7.5.11 states that "The storage reservoir component may expose the
public to chemicals, radionucliides or pathogens at concentrations detrimental to
human health.” and then goes on to say that this impact is less than significant. To
whom? We are extremely uneasy with this statement and would like to go on
record that we deem this impact unmitigatable. When does your mitigation go into
effect? After you have monitored our children drinking this for a year? The
wastewater does not meet drinking water standards and the Clean Water Act should
prevent you from to impacting our water supply in this way. |

o1

I The capital costs for the alternatives are listed in table 3.4-1. Do these costs
reflect mitigation costs? The mitigations are extensive in the west county. Please

estimate their costs. |

012

I One issue involving costs and impacts that is not adequately addressed is that
of the aggregate factor at the Two Rock site. The Two Rock site is identified in the
Sonoma County Aggregate Resource Management Plan and Environmental Report,
November 1994, as containing at least 120 million tons of resource. Of this, the
harder resource is estimated at 30 to 40 million tons, not 15 million as stated in your
EIR. This is identified as a significant impact that cannot be mitigated to a level of

013

DEGEMBER 1398 COMMENTS ON EIR/EIS

PAGE V-1316



LETTER 128

less than significant. Mitigation 2.4.1 is described as the removal of the aggregate 013 (cont.)
resources prior to construction.

This appears to be a fatal flaw. We have been told that it would be possible to
remove only about one million tons of aggregate a year. That adds up to decades
before reservoir construction could even begin. This aggregate also has a very real
value, If vou are going to condemn our land, and then remove 50 million dollars
worth of rock from it, as Joe stated at the public hearing, our lawyers will have a
field day with it. To further illustrate this fatal flaw, refer to volume VI, F-1 page 4-
23. "If developed {(and your mitigation says it would be} a potential quarry rock
source on the right {north) side of the reservoir would create rock exposures that
would be in contact with reservoir water: some of this material, such as the
fractured chert and silica carbonate may be permeable enough to provide seepage
paths for reservoir leakage." The mitigation for this mitigation is: future studies,
localized grouting and clay liners. None of the costs for the rock, removal of rock,
more studies and mitigations is included in the projected costs of the dam, and they
will certainly increase it. |

l We would like to resubmit one study by Larry Serpa, The Stemple Creek Rare 014
Invertebrate Study. (see attachment 7 ) |

! IRRICATION 015

We believe that the whole premise for the ag irrigation in the west county on
a scale this huge is incorrect and unsupportable. The premise as stated on page t of
volume VI and 4.25 of volume 1I is that ag is constrained by the lack of a developed
irrigation water supply. This fails to take into account the fact that many dairies and
other ag businesses are successful farming within the natural parameters of our
area. Many families settled here generations ago because the combination of natural
rainfall, soils and climate were condusive to prosperous farms. In the annual
OUTLOOK section of the Press Democrat it is apparent that several of the most
prosperous dairies are here in Two Rock.(see attachment 8 ). The pastureland here is
among the best in this bountiful state and is certainly key to the success of this dairy.
Do we want to take the cows off this pasture and buy expensive, erosion-causing,
breakdown-prone machinery? NO! Joes' father said that this farm first showed a
profit when he got rid of the plow. |
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| The construction of the storage reservoirs causes the loss of farmiand for
which no feasible mitigation has been identified. Much of this farmland is also in
the Williamson Act. (see attachment 9 ). | )

ole

l We had been given figures of 15,000 irrigable acres in the west county The

DEIR shows in E-2 page 4 that there are 18,641 acres classified for irrigation,
HOWEVER, of thosc acres 7,348 are class 6,which do not meet irrigation
requirements; 6,809 are class 3,which have soil, topographic and/or drainage
deficiencies. Only 285 acres, or 1.5% are class one soils! And of these acres how many
are owned by people who want the wastewater? These multi-billion gallon
reservoirs are clearly oversized. This becomes more apparent as one reads the
mitigation plans. The class one soils are the most level and close to the stream beds,
these are most likely to become mitigated wetlands and buffer strips. |

017

I Now what might we grow in the west county ? Conflicting data is presented,
table 6 would have us grow alfalfa in Two Rock and apply 22.6 inches of wastewater
to irrigate it. Page 12 however, informs us that alfalfa hay has not been grown very
successfully in western Sonoma County, and, unless a new strain of alfaifa is
developed, farmers may run a high risk of crop failure. We could have told you that
you cannot grow alfalfa here for a lot less money that these highly paid consultants

charged. |

018

| We were also surprised to find that the waste water irrigation scheme is
incorporating the bio-solids questionable use program EIR into it and there will be
sludge applied to agricultural lands in the estero watersheds. The sludge EIR is
referenced but not contained in this DEIR and we think this DEIR is incomplete
without a full description of the studge element. Will the farmers have control of
whose land it is applied to? Mitigation 2.2.1 implies that through ICMP's the City
will have control over irrigation management. Will the farmers be able to say no to

018

sludge on their land?] What about contingency irrigation?(page 2-123) Once again
only a vague description is given. Please give a full description. Will the farmers be

020

able to say no to contingency irrigation?Jf deficit irrigation (page 2-23) is practiced,

021

how will this effect the needed acreage for the project? |Contingency irrigation will
also cause a significant impact as cited in 6.7.1 ,the exceedence of the point of
significance for dissolved copper in areas of the Stemple and Americano creeks.

022
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Impact 6,7,3 also shows that salinity, ammonia, dissolved oxygen, planktonic aigaeé, 022 (cont.)
benthic algae and metals will be exceeded. This is not an acceptable impact. |

| Mitigation 2.2.4 fails in its attempt to establish erosion mitigation through the 023
use of filter strips. The mitigation itself may cause erosion. Filter strips are of
dubious effectiveness in an area such as this. At a Stemple Creek watershed water
testing workshop we had an expert guest speaker from Davis state that filter strips

are of little or no worth in a rolling topography such as ours. In times of heavy
precipitation the water streams through them finding the lowest path, cutting its

own course and creating new erosion. We also could not locate maps of lands that
would be used for the mitigations. |

I Mitigation 2.3.11, the sensitive resource conservation program , makes ug sick 024
with anger. It is simply not realistic. It seeks to mitigate by compensating for the loss
of biological resources by creating or preserving them elsewhere. At the Button
Ranch, we have an ecosystem that has evolved over eons to be where it is today.
(unfortunately where it is today is also a few miles too close to the sewage treatment
plant and county dump).There are perennial streams, 58 acres of oak woodlands,
native grasslands, abundant flora and fauna, including golden eagles and
northwestern pond turtles. To destroy this, log it, quarry it and flood it under a 5
billion gallon urban development wastewater disposal program is sickening. You
cannot mitigate what you will destroy here, refer back to attachment 1, Faculty
interest in Button Ranch. If you chop it up and replace bits of it in other places you
still cannot mitigate the damage you will do to this place and to the people who love
it.For instance, page 4.8-90 shows that 10% of the known population of the species
Bristly linanthus exists at the Two Rock site. The only true mitigation you could
implement here is the first definition of mitigation: avoid the impact by not taking
the course of action. |

! In the last EIR process,the consultants did some last minute scrambling when 025

they saw how great the opposition was to discharges into the Esteros, to say they
would have a pump back scheme to remove wastewater from the creeks before it
impacted the Esteros. This EIR appears to have a similar incomplete description on
page 4-6-154, of a pump back scheme below the reservoirs to intercept seepage. We
can not find a description of this scheme and we think that the EIR should include a
complete description. |
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[ Volume III states that there will be less than significant traffic impacts here.

Although your study shows that we currently average 50 vehicle trips a day on our
road and the construction of the Two Rock reservoir will cause the importation of
over 11,000 loads of fill. This will be significant to us.This will also cause traffic
delays. We are charged by the hour by many companies that pick-up or deliver to

026

our business.lThe construction noise{4.13) will also be very significant. |

027

| Visual impacts will also be extremely significant to us. The EIR states on page
4.14-45 : A residence located off Walker Road will have views of the dam creating
strong visual contrast and obstructing views up the valley. The mitigation for this
is 2.4.77, Establish Tree Screening. This fails to make the impact less than

significant to us. |

028

L NOT MITIGATION-PRESERVATION
OF THE EXISTING ENVIRONMENT

The University of California, like the City of Santa Rosa and other governing
entities, holds the right of eminent domain, the taking of land. It is interesting to
note that we were told by Mr DeWeese in the treasurers office that the University
has not exercised that right in over 20 years. Can't the City create an irrigation
project by using smaller sites with willing selters? The Gallo project is of note. |

029

[ Many of the farmers and landowners faced with the taking of their land for
these huge damsites have lived for years under the cloud of condemnation. Some
landowners at the Two Rock and Huntley site have faced several lengthily EIR
processes. The Two Rock{our family) site has been through 2 wastewater ElRs, 1
landfili relocation FIR, and we now face another landfill relocation EIR later this
year. The South County Tolay Lake site has been studied on and off for 2
decades...There is something really wrong with all that.

We will close with bits and pieces of Gary Snyders’ The Old Ways.

-a spirit of what it was to be there evolved,that spoke of a direct sense of
relation to the "land"- which really means, the totality of the local bio-region system,
from cirrus clouds to leaf-mold.

030
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So, inhabitory people sometimes say " this piece of land is sacred"- or "all the 030 (cont.)
tand is sacred.” This is an attitude that draws on the awareness of the mystery of life
and death; of taking life to live; of giving life back-not only to your own children, but to
the life of the whole land.

We are people whose life and economy is centered in terms of a natural region
and watershed, as against those who discovered that it was "profitable” to spilt over
into another drainage, another watershed, another peoples territory, and steal away its
resources.

Some time in the last (30) years the best brains of the Occident discovered to
their amazement that we live in an environment, This discovery has been forced on us
by the realization that we are approaching the limits of something. Stewart Brand said
that the photograph of the earth (taken from outer space by a sateliite) that showed the
whole blue orb with spirals and whorls of cloud, was a landmark for human
consciousness. We ses that it has shape, and it has limits. We once more know that
we live in a system that is enclosed in a certain way, that has its own kinds of limits,
and that we are interdependent with it.

in Wendell Berry's essay, "The Unsettling of America" he points out that the way
the system works now, you're penalized if you try to stay in one spot and do anything
well. it's alf land that's under the gun, and any person or group of people who tries to
stay there and do one thing well, fong enough to be able to say| really love and know
this place,” stands to be penalized. The economics works so that anyone who jumps at
the chance for quick profit is rewarded - doing proper agricuiture means not to jump at
the most profitable chance - it means doing things with the far future in mind - and the
future is unable to pay us for it right now. Doing things right means living as though
your grandchildren would also be alive, in this land, carrying on the work we're doing
right now , with deepening delight. |
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Woman
swept away
‘by dam break

Assodﬁed Press
ALTON, N.H.

Lynds Sinclair made a tragic

decision to flee after a dam broke

_. and sent 92 million gallons of pond
water roaring through their neigh- -

borhood.

The night before their 218t

wedding annlversary, Sinclair, a
- truck driver, had to be rescued
after the rushing water overtook

his tractor-trailer Wednesday.
night. His wife, Just behind him In -

a pickup, disappeared.

“He was screaming for me to get
him out” said Joha Young, a
neighbor who pulled Sinclair from
s truck cab with a rope. “He kept

telling me to look for the pickup

Yruck .. .Ipeversaw her.” N
Rescuers, using dogs, river di-

vers and helicopters, searched for
Sinclair, 48, put found only her

badly damaged pickup and her.

purse. The search was suspended
oAt nightfail. . :

;. About 50 people fled their
" homes after the earthen dam
. holding in a 44-acre pond on

%day evening. A wall of ice and

! water plunged down a hill, carving

:-_: a path toward nearby Merrymeet-
1. Ing River, . o

% The water, carrying along car-
%sized chunks of ice, ripped up

i.roads and bulldings, opened up

¥ sinkholes and flicked over cars in
*jig path, A garage was shoved off

E? its foundation. R
v “It was hell for 45 minutes last

:}the woods. I knew all hell was

LI 5 4

dam

Seets on

- Larry'aﬁd'..

> Two Fak Aawm -

A tractor-trailer rests on a section of Route 140 in
! Alton, N.H., Thursday after a dam broke sending a

torrent of water down the road.

ready to break loose, It sounded
lke a jet plane crash. It was
unreal.”

- Ironically, the Sinclairs’ home
was not damaged.

Flood warnings had been posted
in the area after snow left by a
storm last week rapidly melted in
spring-like temperatures.

As the water rushed down &

' - highway, Young heard a horn’
¥ hight,” Young said. - “You could

*s hear the rumbling coming through .
. truck, which was teetering on the

sounding found Sinclair begging
for help frem his tractor-trailer

edge of a sinkhole created by the
rushing water.

“He was being washed down the
hill into water 20-to-30-feet deep.
His cab started to go over and he
was screaming te get out,” said
Young, who has known the Sin-
clairs for years.

Young said he threw a rope at -

least 30 feet — and several times
— before Sinclair caught it, tled it
around his waist and jumped inte
the water. Young pulled him in.
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FACULTY INTEREST IN BUTTON RANCH RESERVE

The intensity and breadth of interest in the Button Ranch site as a potential reserve
constitute the strongest argument ia favor of this proposal. The number of letters received
by the UCD NRS Committee and the Systemwide NRS office urging that the site become
a reserve probably exceeds that written in support of any of the existing reserves. As a
body, these letters and verbal expressions of intent to use the site constitute a virtual
demand by the faculty that this reserve be made available to support their research and
teaching programs. To date (21 April 1992), 18 letters urging this have been received; these
supporters include 13 faculty (8 UCD, 4 UCB, and 1 UCI). Other faculty have verbally
indicated a desire to use the site, and additional letters are still arriving.

Some of the letters express general support and an assessment that the site will
provide excellent opportunities for research and teaching in a variety of disciplines. Several
letters from reserve management staff and administrators address practical considerations
of the site’s suitability as a reserve, and all end with an enthusiastic recommendation. More
impressively, however, most of the letters indicate specific intentions to use the site in
current research programs (11 letters) and field classes (9 letters). This list alone exceeds
the activity at many existing reserves within the NRS. We have also had a verbal request
for fietd class use from a professor at Sonoma State University, and might receive similar
research and teaching use by faculty and students from San Francisco State University.

The enthusiasm of the faculty for this reserve is perhaps best conveyed by sampling
from some of their letters: Richard Karban, UCD: “The Button Ranch offers several exciting
research possibilities not available at other Natural Reserve sites. Levels of activity of
naiive herbivores on the bay laurels and oaks are some of the highest | have seen anywhere.”
Mary Power, UCB: "The rich assemblage of native California flora in meadows and
woodlands, and the associated animal fauna (pollinators, wood rats, herbivores) would
provide a wealth of research opportunities for students in our undergraduate field classes.”
Peter Moyle, UCD: “The small perennial streams contained an extraordinarily rich aquatic
invertebrate fauna.” William Lidicker, Jr., UCB: “The isolated forest patches with their high
density wood rat population, and probably other mammal species as well, wounld be a
wonderful resource for ecological and conservation research.” anc("The grasslands on the
ranch deserve special mention. Any site in the vicinity of the San Francisco Bay area that
has so many native species of grasses still persisting is for that reason alone extremely
valuable for teaching and research.“AMichael Barbour, UCD: “I was especially interested in
the mixed evergreen forest (bay, coast live oak, biack oak, scattered Douglas fir), because
this is a vegetation type not represented on protected public land within a 2 hr radius of
UCD.”/Philip Ward, UCD: “In casual observations during this brief site visit I noted more
than a dozen native ant species, including some mesophilic species which are rare or absent
from Stebbins Cold Canyon Reserve, Quail Ridge Reserve, and Bodega Marine Reserve.”
Carla D'Antonio, UCBK "It is hard to find such a diversity of native grasses in one site in
California,”) Robbin Thorp, UCD: “I have made many trips to Bodega along Roblar Road
without a clue as to the treasure hidden from view by the hills, To find patches of native
oak-bay woodlands behind the grazed hills..was an exciting discovcry."}

i
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SR SR AT “vaprihilate the valley” and destroy .
el MW e el the chances of the unlversity's

Natural Reserve System to study
., the area. The system ls an indepen-
~ dent study-and-research arm of the-
" university.. - :
.- Joe Tresch sald they are offering
» :to-buy. roughly 1,000 acres of the
- ranch for about $2 milllon and are
: nch, - willing to donate 150 o180 acres of ‘
. which would house 8 185-foot-high  :the area’s most environmentally
“‘dam and a 3 billion-gallon wastewa- ~ ‘sensitive land, which would be
“ter ;reservoir ‘while . setting aside . under water, in- Santa Rosa's.pro--
~1147 acres for ualversity study.: - posal, to the Natural Reserve Sys-
o= The - clty, 8 -proposing to. pay, ’ . tem.

'$112,500' s} year "for the"sixiyear™'y'
{gption, Tt s offering to buy the land' -~

..o “Continued from Page Al .
“ . -, -320-acre. Two. Rock dairy -they.

" pegan buylng Irom Joe's” family ..
. 'seven years ago. “We'll be debt-

- free;” shesald. - . g
" Sapta Rosa i seeking an option
.to Buy 859 acres of the ranch,

By MIKEMcCOY ;
Staff Writer .57 L e
- West county dairy ranchers Joe:'
and Kathy Tresch bhave entered.
into a bidding war with Santa Rasa .
In an effort to short circult the -
city's plans to build a huge dam and .
wastewater reservolr next to thelr-
Two ROCkI d_ﬂ-h:){-'f_.;'.n'r.'_':}_’} 3 '-'_f."':l'_ S e
they're willing

§ i . -8go, has not been formally pursued
“for $2,25 milllon and donate anoth-*3<by the untversity system. If the
ey $2 milllon to an endowment fund | * university decides to consider it
: “tp support university teaching and - the land would have to be put up.
~ ¥ studies 1o the areas 5oy iy o 1 for a public bid sale, something.
R e 777 Santa Rosa has not been subjected
"'Saving a way of life ... . to.” :

0 e o . .
- B't_lt"t.h'e Treschs-are trylng to buy * ganta Rosa City Altorney Rene

. The Treschs say the . “he ranch out’ from underneath . Chouteau sald that's because ~ ¥
to pay §2 31;“2‘;19“1'&‘115‘ sélg“gypfessf " Sunta Rosa to preserve their own . “whea you dea’ with another public
an the $2.25 mlillion Santa Rosa’' ' “yay of life and the five generations . entity, there are different rules

has offered to pay, for the purchase.
of the 1,120-acre. Button ‘Ranch Ly e .
b o : 1900. . . . :

from the University of California. - _;g'rsiil;omg?:;?%iai?jmmer leased \ Solid offer. - _
. The ranch is both the corner ‘this 1and In 1900 and bought it in . Joe Tresch said his offer “Is as
stone of Santa Rosa's west county  — “jg13. I was bora here, T was solid as a rock. I wouldn’t be doing
wastewster disposal plans'and 37, “gdycated here, I -like what Im ‘this i 1 couldn't attord it." -

: . The preserve system also has

"' dolng here and my family is happy
: 7~ peen fighting Santa Rosa's pur-

_here,” Joe Tresch said. .7 .
- ‘The Treschs, along ‘with other chase efforts, arguing the dam and .

‘opponents to ‘Santa Rosa's: pur-
. chase, say the dam’ and lake will

"of ‘Treschs that have called th’;\'_.-.w_hen you sel}_the_property." v

‘cles of native ptants, richly en-
A Il .

“The Tresch§' offer, made months™ -

_reservoir would destroy 400 spe-

128
IR 033
.dowed streams and a rare {t

‘oak trees that would p
unique study opportunities.
.. Kathy'Tresch sald thel
makes the most sense, sa
both the financiaily struggl
versity system’s quest for
and its academic needs.
“What it seems like s the

LETTER

_ig such thet there needs ot

interventlon to save thls

. Although most of academia

what's here and what neec
saved, there is a part of ac
that wants to get the money
property apd doesn’t care al
flora and the fauna.

“Tp take on that debt to

.‘property Bnd to ball the

regenis) out from their own
ty would be interesting," she

. Personal interest

The Treschs, who hav
oung, children, sald U
would be worth it for the

too. : .
- wPart of our Uvelihood b
that property,” Jo¢ Tresch:
“We would have our co
and there, the forest W
intact, the natlve grasses v
preserved. -And Saniz
|wouldn't be allowed to set
our property,” Kathy Tresc
»I don't like tighting wi
Rosa,” Joe Tresch added, ™
,kaven't made cur fives any

3 f\r; T A i .
‘71 Button Ranch: Santa - -.

t Rosa's proposed dam

1| and wastewater lake site il

Warch 16,399
Drese Dewoera F

. " PRESS OE ARIE
aeighbor o the Treschs, who lease .
most of the Button Ranch to graze
thelr 00 dairy cows. L
. The university system’s Board of
Regents will meet Thursday and
Friday ln S8an Francisce 10 conslder
the competing requests. oo .o i
.« The Treschs' offer is thelr latest
effort to keep Santa Rosa' from
turning thelr pristine valley ‘Into
the city’s next wastewater outlet —
gven if it forces them into'debt.” .,
:. *My husband has these .old-time.
values that you work hard and you )
don’t get imto debt” said Kathy,
Tresch. o : .
! By next year, Kathy said, sheand
per- husband-will have pald off the
‘ - . See SR, buck page

..

Atz |
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Whoar soawoae -

Regénté |
t hold key -
~to Sonoma

T

-‘:g sgrowth—

g UC property sought
r wastewater pond
B Michael Dougan j‘ RO
OF TMEEXAMMER OTARR . = “":0 .~ .1
PETALUMA — - In'the Back of
Kath:r Tresch’s !'arm]muu dtchen
in a classic wood-buming etove that®
she cooked on way back when]'
Now she pregiares faxmlymeah
on a modarns range,
When her hu.uhmd. Juc. roa.mld
the nearby ridges ms a: youth he
looked cut on miles of rolling
Taday he pesrs down on

‘the city of Rohnert Park. Bven in
rustie laut.hwu_t Somma County. ]

change. -

One changs the Trasch clm
cannot countenance, and which:
they are willing to pay $2 million to.
prevent, may be thrust upon them
Friday when UC regents dacide

whether to sell land adjacent .to " — —
their dairy farm near Patauma for . | # RANCH from A-1
Santa Ross to use as a wutawater k
Ui
T eache, who 5w locus Regents hold key
the land and are willing 1o by 1, | £0 Sonoma lands
o 2ot alans in opy ZAPIOPOA-. | \rown ap the Button Ranch —

-al that, if snacted, would provida .

millions of doilars to the financially -
strapped UC ayatem whils solving

as their proferred location for a
| reclaimed-water pond, Santa Rosa
officials have launched a contro-

‘Santa Rosa's chromic wutawat.sr
disposat crisis,

By choosing the UC-own&d ute
[ Sex RANCH, A- 20]

E -UC regents might raduce pay for ~
uu:uthres on ubhaﬁcals [A 14]

versy with far-reaching anviron-
menta] and political implications.
’ Is the Button Ranch a unique
environmental oasis, where plant
‘| and animal life thrives tn astonish-
| ing diversity? Local environmen-
| talists and a number of UC' own
acientists answer with an emphatic
- B - Or is it, In the waords of UC.
regent Bill Bagley, mersly “over-
grazed pastureland” devold of dis-
tinguishing characteriatics?

_Alternative to Russian Rlver
Moat proponenta of the plan are
officials it Santa Rosa and several
smaller Sonoma County comumuni-
ties, They maintain that a Button
Ranch reservoir would:
w Satisfy a court mandate to

tan b Renaan Tt in

enly outlat for thelr wantawater,

b Save monay because it ia only
6§ miles from Santa Roaa. Bufldi
a wastawater pond thers would
cost; $113 mitlion; putting the pond
at the second-choics aite, 18 miles
south, would coat $138 millisn.

P Provide far growth. Santa
Rosa's population of 125,000 {a ex-
Yected to ewell to 175,000 in & mat.
ter of years, Smaller communitien
“using the newage systern — Includ-
ing Rohnert Park, Cotati and Se-
hastopol — will deubla or triple in
nige, The Button Ranch reservoir
could accomraodate the wastawa-
ter all those additional residents
will generata.

_ M Provide irrigation water for

mrwcosrmu
Dairy farmers Jahn Mattos and Joe Tresch hike through the Button
Raneh area where Santa Rosa wants to put ¢ wasteweler reservoir,

Ranchers, sclentists npnoud
Opponents of tha schems in-
clude ranchers whose property bor-
ders the Button Ranch — and who
expect soma of the reservoir. to

_drown part of their own land — aa

well as officials at the National
QOcesnic and Atmospheric Admin-

istzation and UC' own Natural.

Reserve System, a statewide collec-
tion of sites used for research and
teaching.

They argue that g Button
Ranch reservoit would:

# Pour nutrient-rich runoff wa-
tar inta local streams, which woultd
choke with algae.

* Threaten the ecclogy of two '

coastal eatuarien in the nearby Gulf
of the Farallones National Marins
Sanctuary, which is administared
by tha federal oceanic agency.

» Drown a rare ecosyatern that
includes 53 species of native grass

and as many as 350 other types of .

native plants, 17 epecies of trees
including an uncommon oak forest,
and three streams that host rare
aquatic invertebratas.

» Threaten the water quality of
St.emple Creek, home to an endan-
gered species of freahwater shrimp.

» Deprive the UC Natural Re-
gerve System of a valuabls envirun-
mental laboratory.

Much of that is nonaanse, says
Bagley, who reptessntsd Sonoma
and Marin counties in the stats
Asaembly as a Republican from
1960 to 1974,

“Thix is just another piecs of.

pastureland with some cresks and’
gulliu and bay trees and oak
trees,” Baglay said. VI know the lay
of the land, and at'i not.hmg ch{!er
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ent than anything else you see a8
you drive from The City to Santa

Rosa.”

‘Unique grassland hahltat' - o

Elizabeth Riddle doesn’t buy
that. As assistant director of UC’s
Natural Reserve System, Riddle
finds much that is special about

_Button Ranch.

“It’s a very unique grassland
habitat,” she said, “It’s unlike any
other reserve we now have in the
aystemn. It would be quite valuable
for university research.” :

Riddle said some 200 UC sci- .

ence professors had written urging
the regents to put Button Ranch -
into the Natural Reserve System,

Neither Riddle nor other oppo-.
nents to the reservoir are satisfied
by a “joint-use” compromise pro-
posed by a committee of two UC-
appointed scientists and a Santa -
Rosa planning consultant.

Under their plan, the reservoir
wot_llc} be reduced in capacity from
] l:ulhon to 3 billion gallons, ocey-:
pying 112 acres, '

Another 747 acres of the watet..
shed area would be retained for
teaching and research, supporfed.--
by a $2 million grant from Santa
Rose. oS,

.The Jjoint-use study was com.
missioned by UC President Jack .
Peltason only after a previous com- .
mittee, headed by UC-Santa Cruz -
Chancellor Karl Pister, rejected-
u.:lual-use considerations in favor of
including the site in the Natural -
Reserve System, : -

Reservoir opponents question*
why Peltason felt a second study
was necessary and noted that San-
ta Rosa’s appointee was Dave’

=tredann a enngultant who eon-

Reservoir opponents question:
why Peltason felt & second study

- was necessary and noted that San-

ta Rosa's appointee was Dave
Richardson, a consultant who con-
ceived of the plan to place the res-
ervoir at Button Ranch in the first
place.

“The first study didn't give (Pel-
tason) the anawer he wanted, so he

_had a new one dons,” said Richard
‘ Charter, an environmental activist,

But Peltasen simply “wished to

. document the fact that joint uses

were not possible,” said Henry
Vaux, UC’s associate vice president
for agricilture and natural re-,
gource programs.

Rancher's offer
Joe and Kathy Tresch have

. presented the regents with another

alternative. f
“I've made a fair market value
offer for the property,” said Joe
Treach, who leases Button Ranch
to graze his 800 cattle. “I would
donate 180 acres of this valley back
to them” for a Natural Reserve

. System site. '

The UC regents’ Finance Com-
mittee estimates Button Ranch’s
worth at around $2.25 million.

The Santa Rosa offer — includ-
ing $100,000 annual option pay-
ments until environmental studiea
are completed, plus payment for

- the land and the research grant —

could net $8 million for UC, ac-
cording to committee staffers.

The Finance Committee was
gcheduled to issue its recommen-
‘dation Thursday afternoon. The
regents will decide Friday morning
in a meeting at the UC-San Fran-
cisco campus.
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| ENTERTAINMENT

RO K e : il

it nch celebration a huge success

Tomuales folksinger Ingrid Noyes (right} and Cici Dawn (left) performed before a crowd of about 150
June 17, at a benefit to stop Santa Rosa from turning Button Ranch into 2 wastewater pond. Billed as
apossible “lastlook at the 1,100-acre Two Rock valley property, hometoa wide variety of native plants
and animals, the event was a hyge success. T '

AA— iy V‘M"..J'_ !
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Opponents _
'SR wastewater site

Button Ranch
sold to ranchers

- By MIKE McCOY- -
Sealf Writer -+

One of {he centerpleces of Santa g

‘Rosa’s long-range wastewater dis-
posal plang — the 1,120-acre Bul-

ton Ranch — bas beea sold to Two

‘Rock dairy ranchers and long-Hime
“Santa Rosa wastewater opponents
Jow and Easthy Tresch for $3.2
millon. .
-+ »Despite the sats, Assistant City
> Mapeger Ed Brauoer said Tues-
day the west county ranch will
continue to ba studled as & poten-
tHalwastewater storage site. '
" *ya will contipue o evaluate it
a3 one of our alternatives,” he
sald, . R
The cash sala was auncunced
Tuesday by Gary DeWeese, assis-

fant treasurer for the Unlversity of

. California’s Board of Repeals,
- which was biluuthed the proper-
-, ' C

e -

ty in the 19705,

. DeWeese satd the Treschs' bid
way the only ona received despite
requests for bid packages from
dozins of real estate brokers,

fodividoals and companies, includ-

ing E&J Gallo,
DaWerss ald ha 'was sornewh,

! surprissd by the single bid but

speculated many potantlal sultors

may have heen scared off by the

threat that Santa Rosa eventually .
may seek the property via emi- °

nent demain, o .. .
' “There wera a ot of psople
looking at tha property. I think the
,uncertainty regarding Sanis - Ro-
sa's interest in the property mmight

have  cooled some Interest by

. potentiaj bidders,” DeWeesasald

Tha ranch was the target of -

Santa Rosa’s plans .o buld a

185fooltall dam and 5 bitlion -

- galim wastewater storage lake lo-

1952 — a plan aimed at flnally -
golving. the clty's decade-long -

search to find an alternatlve to
See Tnc&m, Page A10

Dep. #0995

.

buy key ' Ranchers

Continued frﬁm Page Al -

flughing bililons af galloos of
wastewater down the Russian Riv-"
er anpually. . o

Put the plan was deralfed o late
1992 by & Superior Court Judge
who ruled that a §4 milllon envi-
ronmental study on the dam and
irrigatlon project was inadsquate
— a rullng that forced the city to
start !te search all over agalo.

The Butien Ranch remalns one
of the 10 huge reservoir storage,

" siteq stlll being studied by the city,

even with it purchase by the
Treschs,

The ranch {5 a potentlal dam
and wastewater storage site in two
ot 14 long-range disposal and
irrigatlon projects now under
study by the city. The cost to bulld
tha two Button Ranchk proposals,
which include some long-term op-
eratlon and malntenance costy,

. tange between $265 milllon and

$302 mlillon. .

The Treschs, however, bave

' leased the Butlon Ranch next o

their dalry for the past decade,

_largely as pastureland for thelr

herd o 300 grazing cattle.
_ Toe Tresch sald he won't be able
to discuss details of the deal until
pext week, “There are some things
that have to be taken care of. Il's &
prefty big deal. It takes time,” be
sald. .
But Tresch said he will ‘nat’
require any financlal help from
other farmers or groups to com-

plete the purchage. “Our ﬂ:_nanctng o

{3 all Ln order,” he sald,

In 1993, the 320-acre Tresch
dalry was rated the fifth most,
productive dalry In Senoma Coun-
ty with revenuas of §1.4 miliion.

DeWeese sald the Treschs have
90 days to close escrow on ihe
property. )

DeWeese said the Treschs’ bld
was- secured by ‘8 deposit of
$50,000 “with ancther $50,000 due
in thres days.”

“That {5 at Tisk If they don't
perform,” besaid. ) v

Some eariler reporiy circulated
that the Treschs were possibly
Invalved with the Sonoma County
Qpen Space District In considering
putting together 2 {olnt bid oo the

property. - .

But DeWeese sald “They are the
gole bidders. They don't have any
pertners as far es I know."

" Dick Shannon, spokesman for
the Agricultural Property Rights
Alltance, was surprised and elated
by the news. ' .

LETTER 128

- acquisition of the Button Ranch or

any of the other four potentlal
west county wastewaler reservolr
Eites, .-

The group hay apginaered a

‘hgycot: among owners of 16,000

west county acres who say they
will refuse to use the westewater
for lrrigation should Santa Resa
condemn apy west county fand to
accommopdate 1t disposal proj-
ects, ’

“1'm very plensad. It gives the
Tresch famlly the ability to contln-
ue to operate thelr dairy and
there's Jess opportunity for Santa

Rose to plek it a5 a dam site

pecatise they know they will be In
ltigation \f they de,” Shanson
sald.

The U.C. Board of Regents origl-
pally decided to put the Buttoa
Ranch up for sale In dMarch 1994,
after rejecting Santa Rosa's efforis
to biy an cpton on the property, a
counter bid by Tresch and I8 gwn
unlversity professors who argued
the ranch should be kept by the
ypdversity system because It pro-
vided a valuable habitat of flora’
and fauna for study.

Instead, the regents agreed to
sull the property ouirlght and use

Interest from the sale's proceeds

for schalarshipa.

DeWesse sald the sale took
longer than expected “because we
were waiting to see what the city

. would do.”

~ But the City Couacll earller this
year declined to bid on the proper-

‘Bmuner. however, 1s e blt curl-

_gus about how the university sys-

tem went about selling the proper-
ty, noting when Santa Rosa was

" gsked o bid months ago the

minlmum asking price was set at

- ¢4 milllon, but dropped to $3.2

The alllance i3 a coalition of 140

west Senoma County and Marin
County ranchers who formed ear-
lter this year to cpposalhe cliy's

mililen after the city declined.

“] guess they figured we would
-pay more.”

Whila the fats of Button Ranch

_ 4ill remain unresolved until Santa

Rosa finelly cheoses -which
long-range dlsposal system it will
pursus — o decislon expected late
next year — Brauner said the
Treschs are in no danger of losing
money should Santa Rosa choose
the Button Ranchoption. -~

“1 doubt mayone would lose
money it we bought \b I we use
eminent domain, we'd bave to
purchaga It at falr market value,"
he sald. :

Q37
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Cverooking Deer Valley, part of
the Button Ranch, owned by the
Univarsity of Callfornia, and leased
to dairyman Joe Tresch. The city of
Santa Rosa is considering buying
the property and building a 200-
toot-high wastewater dam there.

“You don’t have 20 more
years to wear us down”

BY KEVIN THOMPSON

athy Tresch thinks the city of

Santa Rosa is playing a shell

game with ranchers and dairy-
men in western Sonoma County,
near Petaluma. For more than halfa
decade. the clty has pursued the
butlding of a dam, perhaps several
dams. in the area to hold wastewa-
ter from its sewage treatment plants.
In return for accepting such an un-
dertaking., growers would get re-
claimed water.

Two Rock’'s ag community appears
to have come to the conclusion that
the water ism't worth the cost of
condemning thelir neighbors’ prop-
erties. Santa Rosa. however. has
continued to include the West
County plan, as it is commonly
known. in its quest for a strategy
that allows the burgeoning city to
rid itself of effluent and comptly with
court curbs ont outflows to the Rus-
sian River.

Two Rock community members
face the prospect that Santa Rosa
could legally condemn portlons of
thelr property to make way for the

water reclamatton project. While
Sarta Rosa says ltwould be stupid to
build a project to deliver water no-
body wants, 1t will not rule out the
use of condemnations under the right
conditions. And opponents like
Tresch charge that the city contin-
ues to play fast and loose with the
facts about its plans.

Nonetheless, says Tresch, who
operates a Two Rock dairy with her
husband. Joe, Santa Rosa officials
“appear to be getting the message”
that local agriculturalists won't be
steamrolled.

City officials took part in a spring
meeting in Two Rock in which resi-
dents had a chance to make them-
setves heard about the project. While
polite. many in the crowd of about
100 clearly did not buy what the city
was offering up. Commeon among the
complaints was that the city has not
notified area landowners that their
property was being considered for
part of the project. The people of Two
Rock are highly suspicious of 5anta
Rosa's intentions and methods.
Tresch. one of the leaders of the
opposition. suggested at the meeting
that Santa Rosa was engaging in a

war of attrition. “You don't have 20
more years to wear us down,” she
declared.

The Santa Rosa saga goes back to
the late 1980s. The town made fa-
mous by horticulturalist Luther
Burbank. now a sprawling 100.000-
plus in population. has been under
court order to curb its discharges of
tertiary-treated wastewater 1o the
nearby Russian River. (See also
“Waste Not.” California Farmer, May
1992. page 10: and “The Grass is
Greener,” CF. June 1992. page 10.)

The West County plan at first ap-
peared tohavealotgoing forit. Some
farmers were enthusiastic about de-
veloping a source of irrigation water
in the area. and although Santa Rosa
has insisted that the plan is one of
just several options. it has been the
city's preferred strategy, since most
other options have serious draw-
backs.

However, as the saying goes, the
devil is in the details. and once farmm-
ers found out that the city might
have ta use its powers of eminent
domain to talke land for the project.

{continued on page 16}

14 W Colitormia Former/June 1995
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due to lact of water. according to
Brauner. “Lhe reclaimed water could
extend them indefinitely.” he con-
tends,

Why hasn't this plan been as
vigorously pursued as the West
County plan {n the past? Because
the water would have to be piped to
3.000 feet, at a cost of $15 million
a vear. However, Brauner believes
that the electricity that will be gen-
erated from the recharged wells
will cover that cost.

The other plans inc¢lude a project
simllar to Two Rock's south of
Petaluma. a more expensive propo-
sition: recharging aquifers in Sanca
Rosa and environs. which would
still leave the city without an outlet
for the water: and some cutflow to
the Russian River. In the summer
months, the city has an average of
17 million gallons per day of ter-
tiary water it must dispose of. Un-
der its wastewater management
plan, that wou!d Increase to 22.5
million gallons. Santa Rosa needs
6.000 additional acres to irrigate
to make the plan work: it presently
irrigates 5,000 acres near the city.
However, to complete the West
County option. the city would need

an estimated 10,000 acres {or res-
ervolr sites, irrigators, pipeline and
powerline rights of way. road wid-
ening and wetland mitigation, ac-
cording to cattle rancher Jim
Jacobs. president of the Agricul-
tural Property

fall. "We're evalualing all the alter-
natives on an equai basis,” Brauner
S0YyS. -

[ the peopte ol Two Rock have
anything to do aboul it the scale will
be tipped-—away from them. a

Rights Alliance.

an anti-project

organization.
Meanwhile, ¢n-

virenmental im-

pact studies
continue in the
West County.

Landowners re-
cently losta court
case which would
have prevented
Santa Rosa engl-
neers from gain-
ing access to
private land to do
studies on the five
sites that are be-
ing considered for
a wastewater
storage dam. An
administracive
draft of the EIR is
scheduled to be
circulated this

"1 have a flexiblie work sched-
ule. 1 can work whatever 20
hours a day that | want to.”

[ i irb‘ ﬁ\(}
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RENE AUGUSTE CHOUTEAU, City Attorney (SBN 044190)

( LETTER 128
039

BRUCE LEAVITT, Assistant City Attorney (SBN 034703)

City of Santa Rosa

100 Santa Rosa Avenue

P. 0. Box 1678

Santa Rosa, California 85402

Telephone: (707) 543-3040

Attorneys for Petitioner
CITY OF SANTA RGSA

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SONOMA

CITY OF SANTA ROSA,

—

Petitioner,
V.

COLLEEN A. BRIGGS as Trustee of

the Melvin Stump Trust Agreement;
HAROLD C. STUMP, individually and

as Trustee of the Harold C. Stump
Trust; ERNEST A. BRIGGS and

COLLEEN A. BRIGGS, individually

and as Trustees of the Ernest A.

and Colleen A. Briggs Trust
Agreement; JOHN HAWKLEY;ZJOHN MILLER
and SUSAN H. MILLER;2WALTER
BENEDETTI and ALGHA BENEDETTI; ™ .
RONALD P. RENATI and ELENORE D.
RENATI, individually and as Trustees
of the Renald P. and Elenore D.
Renati Trust Agreement;? RICHARD D.
SHANNON and DELEAUA M. SHANNON,
individually and as Trustees of the
Richard 0. Shannon and DOeleaua M,
Shannon Trust;-JAMES G. PULIS and
LEONIE C. PULIS;'WILLIAM B. DIAZ-
ROMERC and MARY ANN DIAZ-ROMERQ,
individually and as Trustors and
Co-Trustees of the Diaz-Romero ¥
Family Living Trust; JOHN BLES and
MARLENE BLES;*JOSEPH TRESCH and
KATHY TRESCH;JOHN A. MATTOS, JR.;
SANDRA M. MATTOS; ANTHONY F. MATTOS
ROSE BORBA aka ROSE SILVA;

MARY BALZAN; ROSE SILVA; JOHN ELMER
SCOTT and AMNA SCOTT;.«individually
and as Co-trustees; and DOES 1
through 100, inclusive,

]

Respondents.

;__,‘___4‘_,...__,u\._.--....4--._#\_/'t-..a-._ﬂ-._a-._/‘._aVvuuvuuuvvvuuuuvvvuuvu-_--.._.4-...4\_.4

o, 209689

ORDER SHORTENING TIME AND SETTING
HEARING .

[CCP § 1245.030]

At 2
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The petition of the City of Santa Rosa for an order of entry on the
real property of respendents having been filed and good cause appearing

therefore:

frf7s”
IT IS ORDERED that the petition be heard on =2/ %/ 75

1
at g 29  A. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, in
- . r 4480 Quomnevitts Flzad
Department f of this court located at gantz Acsa, CA S5iv |

Santz Rosa, California.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that notice of the hearing be given to

o oo ~1 M oW L RS e

respondents by personal service of a copy of the petition and a copy of this

order at least twenty (20) days prior to the hearing.

T -
[

LLOYD VON DER MEFTEN |
Y

Dated: raar 12 1095
R JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

—
[y

A+t 3
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Petiticner City of Santa Rosa requests that the Court shorten time for
setting of a hearing date on the attached Petition. This Petition is for

entry onto various private ranches in order to do scientific surveys required

to determine if the sites are technically and environmentally suitable for
reservoirs. The statutory process requires that property owners be given
twenty-day notice of the hearing date. Several of the surveys and studies to
be conducted must be performed during the wet season, and it is critical that
the City obtain a ruling on the Petition prior to February 20, 1995, so the
studies may commence after that date. For this reason, the City is requesting
that the Court set a hearing date on or about February 10, 1935, to allow the
court ten days to issue a ruling.

In order to give the twenty-day netice required, the City must serve the
property owners on or before January 20, 1995. If the Court assigns the
hearing date on January 13, 1995, the City will have one week to serve the 28

property owners who are respondents to the Petition.

Dated: /'/S*Cf\g‘ : Respectfully submitted,

(R AV

£ AUGUSTE OUTEAU, City Attorney
Attorney for Pet1t1oner
CITY OF SANTA ROSA

DECLARATION
I, RENE AUGUSTE CHOUTEAU, declare that:
1. [ am the City Attorney for the City of Santa Rosa and attorney of
record for petitioner in the above-entitled action.
2. On January 12, 1995, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 5:00
p.m., my secretary, Terri Griffin, telephoned each of the respondents and

either notified them or a family member of my request for an order shortening

’ Add -2
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1 additional storage to accomplish this purpose. Under Alternative 2, the City
2 would construct an extensive storage and reclamation project in southern
3 Sonoma County. Under Alternative 3, the City would combine a more limited
4 proeject in the south county with irrigation and the creation of wetlands in
5 the comnunity separator surrounding Santa Rosa and utilize subsurface storage
a2 B in existing aquifers in addition to additional reservoirs. Under Alternative
7 4, the City would construct ag_gxﬁeniiﬂfujrfigation project in the We??,EEHEEF
8| which would also require the construction of one o mare large reservoirs for.
9 water storage.
10 Each of the alternatives being considered by Santa Rosa has significant
11 w, and the City is required by law 1{0‘ ;rj;;;;e \an
19 Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Guality
13 Act. In addition, because the projects potentially impact wetlands ang
14 navigable waters of the United States, an Environmental Impact Statement is
15 required by the National Environmental Policy Act. Both CEQA and NEPA require
16 that the EIR/EIS objectively evaluate the environmental effects of a
17 reasonable range of alternatives. 1In order to meet this reguirement, ten
18 reservoir sites located in either the south or the west Soncma County have
19 been identified as economically, technically and geographically feasible for
20 inclusion as alternatives. These ten sites must now ba evaluated more
21 intensively to determine both their suitability and environmental effects
29 associated with thefr inclusion in Santa Rosa’s project.
23 In order to survey the properties and conduct visual, cultural,
24 biological and subsurface studies, the City must obtain access to the
25 reservoir sites. Commencing in June of 1994, the City has written to the
28 property owners upon which various reservoir sites are located and has
07 obtained permission to enter the property and conduct studies from 23 property
28 owners. The property owners which are listed in the Petition have refused
3 adk, 2
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access, and the City has initiated the Petition for the purpose of gbtaining
court-ordered access. In addition to a general inspection and visual survey

of the characteristics of the individual sites, the following studies must be

~ conducted:

1. Site Reconnaissance:

This initial step will invelve several two- to three-day site
visits by consultant teams. The teams will walk the proposed
reservoir area to determine environmental conditions, become
familiar with the site, and determined needed subsurface tests.

2. Biological Studies - Terrestrial:

Biological surveys will be conducted in terrestrial habitats for
severz) categories of flora and fauna. Reference specimen will be
collected during botanical surveys to verify  species
identification. In general, biological surveys will consist of
walking transects in the appropriate habitat and visually
surveying for wildlife and botanical species. Once exception to
this generalization will be during small carnivore studies in
which movement-triggered camera stations will be placed 1in
appropriate habitat., Each camera station will be checked in
morning hours and rebaited. Terrestrial surveys will conducted in
the period extending from March through November.

3. Biological Studies - Aquatic:

Aquatic habitats will be assessed for their potential to support
special status aquatic organisms. Assessments will be based on
visual vreview of habitat features, hydroelogy and other
enviranmental features of all aguatic habitats on each project
site during summer and winter/spring conditions. Results of these
assessmants will determine species-specific survey needs for

project sites. Western pond turtie and other diurnal
herpetofaunal species will be censused during the habitat
assassment.

4, Wetland Survey Work:

Field Method Qverview - 12 to 36 hand dug pits 30" deep on each
site. Each pit will be filled after completicn of data logging
{no attended open holes will occur). Vegetation samples may be
taken on occasion (negligibie).

5. Visual Analysis:

The visual analysis will involve access to the properties for the

‘ B3
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purpcse of taking pictures and verifying existing mapping for the
computer simulations.

Cultural and Historic Resources:

Transects will be used to provide 100% visual coverage of the
potential reservoir site and a 100-foot buffer area around it.

Subsurface Activities and Tests:

Entry 1is needed for three different subsurface activities:
geologic/seismic testing; test pit digging; and test hole
drilling, as explained below. Generally, each of these activities
will be done concurrently when possible and will be completed
within a one-week period. A1l activities will be located at least
400 feet from a residence and at least 100 feet from all other
buildings. These entries will not cause actual damage to or
substantial interference with the possession or use of the
property.

a, Geplogig/Seismic  Testing: These surveys will involve
testing in the reservoir area. Light explosives, consisting
of a small charge, will be set off along a testing line.
The charge will be buried to a depth of about 3 feet in a
small diameter hand-augured hole. This work will create
very low level seismic shocks detectable only by severa)
geophones installed in the ground along the testing lines.
Ground disturbance and noise will be minimal. The noise
level is similar to the closing of a car door -- less than
50 decibels.

b. Test Pit Dicaing: Test pits will be dug within the

reservoir area by using a 4WD tire-mounted backhoe or
crawler-backhoe. Clearing of some vegetation may be

required to reach test locations. Every attempt will be
made to minimize disturbance to vegetation. The trenches
will be about 2 feet wide and will range from 10 to 30 feet
Tong and up to 15 feet deep. Trenches deeper than 5 feet
will be shored. The test pits will be backfilled
immediately after the test s completed and where
appropriate the area will be reseeded.

C. Jest Hole Drilling: Test holes will be drilled in the
reservoir area by using an all-terrain drill rig {4¥0 with
balloon tires) or a regular truck-mounted drill rig. Both
dry auger drilling and rotary wash drilling may be used.
For rotary drilling, a small amount of water and mud will be
released and spread on the ground in a thin layer near the
test hole. The test hole, 8 inches in diameter, will be
filled in accordance with Sonoma County requirements,

In order to accomplish necessary environmental work and mee:r the

deadlines established by the Regional Water Quality Contrel Board, it is

° AL %
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essential that the City obtain court order to enter the properties in question
by February 20, 1995.
ARGUMENT

Petitioner City of Santa Rosa {Cify) is authorized to condemn private

- -

—_— e - — e — ——

property for sewer purposes, and more pariicularly for the purpose Of_EEEIj”Q

and distributing for irrigation reciaimed wastewater. Government Code section

37350.5 and Code of Civil Procedure section 1240.125. The City is considering
a project to expand the regional sewage treatment system. Respondents have
declined to allow the City to enter onto their property for the purpose of
conducting site reconnaissance, biological studies and subsurface testing,
which are reasonably related to the environmental studies necessary to decice
if the property should be acguired by petitioner and used as a reservoir site
for the storage and distribution for irrigation purposes of reciaimed
wastewater.

Code of Civil Procedure sections 1245.010 et seg. provide the procedure
for authorizing enfry to the property for the purposes just enumerated. Those
sections require that a petition.be filed by the City, notice be given to the
property awner(s), a deposit to cover any possible damage to the property, and
a court order specifying the deposit and the nature of the activities to Bbe
conducted by the City.

The City has filed herewith a petition meeting the requirements of Code
of Civil Procedure section 1245.030. It is probable that there will be no
damage to the properties or interference with the use of the properties by the
City’s entry or activities on the properties. However, the City is propesing
to deposit the normal amount of Five Hundred Dollars {$500.00) to compensats
the property owners for any possible damage should such damage occur.

Based on the foregoing, the City requests that the Court issue its ¢rder

setting a hearing in this matter and that after the hearing, the Court issue

5 A 3
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a further order permitting entry. The Order Setting Hearing and Order

Permitting Entry are attached hereto.

Dated: January 13, 1995 Respectfulily submitted,

A AL

A
RENE AUGUSTE CHOWTEAU, City Attorney
Attorney for Petitioner
CITY QF SANTA ROSA
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‘A Sonoma’”County Superior Court

' jﬁdgc on Tuesday gave the City of Santa
- ~Rosa permission to conduct further ground

tests at three ranches in Two Rock where
the city is considering building an £nor-

- Mous sewage reservoir.” T

West Marin environme talists have
been fighting the proposal on grounds the

- reservoir would contaminate groundwater

and the Esteros de Americano and de San
Antonig, .. =) . R
', The judge. said the city can dig seve,

“wenches up to 50 feet long, two feet wide,

and 15 feet deep on the Pulis ranch and
.cight trenches on the Renati'Ranch, noted
rancher Kathy Tresch of Two Rock.

However, the city must now negotiate
with. the ranchers to compensate them for
damage 1o their land and to any livestock
who might fall in the trenches, she said.

In 1961, the city dug two trenches on
her family’s ranch, under which lie the
Bloomfield and Dunham earthquake faults,
she noted. These faulis would be under the
reservoir if it were built, Tresch added. -

The ranchers have formed the Agricul-
tural Property Rights Alliance w fight the

_ city, and their attomey Tuesday noted the

city's proposal 1o work depends on ranchers
using wastewater from the reservoir for ir-
rigation.- . - . :

Few owners of ranch land are willing to
ke the wastewater, Tresch said and

. claimed that several of those who are have

such small parcels they would be insignifi-

Y

Y‘a'-/ 6/ /??F

Rl A
By TOM CHO, u .

More than 100 wsst county
renchers’ confronted Sants Rosx
offlcials Wednesday over plans 1o
use their ranghes for wastewnter
starage. - I ’

Marage v .
& Santa Rosa is studylng long-lerm

- gptlons for g the city's
waslewaier.mns pumping

more of it joto the Russian Rlver,
fliling underground aqullers,
tpreadlog it oa farmiand and eves
discharglng ta The Geysers, .- . - .

The maln aitraction at Wednes-
day's meeting, beld at. the Two
Rock. School, . -was = Ed- Brauser,
Sapta Fosa's msslsient cliy manag--
er. Ranchers, who are already
resisting the. cliy's overtures in
court, challenged the city's propos-
al to use condemnation proceed-
Inps to get enough west county land
for Lhe wastewater project

“We cannot guarsnize that we
will oot condemn ARy property,”
Brouner said "I know that many of
you are nat particulariy happy with
what the eity Is trying to do but

* perhaps there are options which

‘eould ba satistactory to both sides.”
. The extensive reclamation pro-
gram lnvolves bullding a8 buge
reservolr and dam, which could
taka up to four years (o complete,
Ag proposed, the water wouid be
stored In the reservolr durlng the )
wel winter twmonths for use Dby
farmers duriog the summer.
Srauner sald iie big problem is
flnding a wiliing seller for the
resarvolr and dam projects. 3o far
¢ ooe has stepped farward, which
means the city could be foreed to
use ite powers of emloent domain
to take the laod. R

*- Altorney Peler Axelrod, who'i5..

' representing the ranchers, sajd 140

renchers have signed pledges to
refuge 1o take Sania Roza’s waste-
water should It condemn any
rancher's lapd to house the reser-
valr, .

Miles Ferris, Santa Rosa's utlll-
{ie4 dlrector, has said that a recent
pastcard survey of west county
ranchers indicated owners of 3,000
acres would take the waler,

- Axelrod, however, disputes the

- fguré, clalming only about 00
“‘mcres would be made aul;_a_blp

! fer,
\he wastewntar AISCRArEe, ~ - -
Without ample land an which o

. lrrigate their highly treated efflu--
_enl, Santa Rosa's aliempt 1o locete
& huge westewaler reservolr”-—

eritical to the cliy's long-term dls--
plan — wauld be doomed,

. posal ]
Axelrod s.aid . L e

f‘]f'h{‘;t_\{ ’ Lees
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