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|Twelve million dollars to produce an Eavironmental lmpact 4 st 31600 for 001

17 volumes totalling 8000 pages.

For $12 MILLION this should be a “magnum opus™ answering every conceivable question.
Unfortunately, one of the most serious concerns, human health risk from exposure to
reclaimed water is treated so inadequately it should be an embarrassment to the City in a
$12 millien dollar document.|

| Most people fear continued contamination of the Russian River, local wells, the groundwater, 002
and the aquifer. The quality of the wastewater and the reliability of the sewage plant are the
main questions.

What assurances does the $12 millton document give us?

-

They took one sample from Delta Pond on one day in November 1994 and four sampies
from the plant on each of four days and drew conclusions regarding lack of heaith risk from
that data! That is beyond ridiculous! |

»

The discussion of coliform bactena references 10 year old decuments ignoring completely 003
the outhreak of a “new” strain of pathogenic E. coli 0157 in Seattle and the recent
epidemic tn Osaka affecting 10,000 people! |

—
L]

The utilities department does not appear to be testing for viruses, cyclospora,
cryptosporidium eic. at presentllAnd, there does not appear to be testing of the effluent 004005

in the storage ponds, |

| * They admit they do not know the extent of damage and disruption to our endocrine 006
systems caused by organo-chlorines in the wastewater, and have no standard by which

__to assess risk |

| * The one sample of wastewater taken from Delta Pond had a coliferm count over 100 007
times the maximum allowed by the Department of Health Services for spray irrigation. |

| The “heterotrophic” bacteria count of Delta Pond water was 3100 colonies per mL. 008
{What are heterotrophic™ bacteria? They are indicators of the overali bacteria count in
water and help assess the cleanliness of the distribution lines and the effectiveness of the
distnfection pracess. “Data on human health effects resulting from exposure to these
organisms following ingestion or inhalation of aerosols ts lacking.” DEIR)

| So what do we have? The consultants made assurances based on a piddling five samples taken 0049
on only five days in at least four years: assurances regarding the satisfactory quality of the
wastewater even though the one sample from Delta Pond showed extremely high bacteria
counts, The wastewater may have been treated and come out of the plant with few detectable
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bacteria, but after residing in the ponds, the organisms either came back to life or were picked 009 (cont.}
up and carried in the distribution iines and multiplied. We cannot ignore this. The quality of

the wastewater in the storage ponds must concern us. That s the wastewater that is piped to

farms for irigation. That is the wastewater that is sprayed, and those are the aerosols we

breathe as we drive past wastewater irrigation fields around the County}

| ¢ Between 1991 and 1995, the City of Santa Rosa examined its wastewater for giardia, 010
cryptosporidium, legionella and salmonella only four times. That’s four days out of
1460, And, a minute, infinitesimal amount of water was analyzed in comparison to
the billions of gallons discharged, irrigated and consumed by livestock during that
four year period. It ig an jnsult to anvone trying to develop sound municipal policies
regarding disposal of wastewater to have tested so little especially considering the

exorbitant cost of this mgg.l

| The data the City does present shows storage pond wastewater has a fecal coliform 011
bacteria count 200 times the maximum allowed to be considered “tertiary”. Therefore it
is a travesty, a joke, a distortion, and prjmsterous to claim that they are discharging or

irrigating with “tertiary treated water”

| What can we de? Attack the problem at its core. It is no longer feasible to continue our 012
present sewer system. It is insane to spend 312 million on studies of waste disposal and

disinfection and not one cent on remgving the waste and bacteria from the water stream
in the first pl

| + Incinerating and/or composting toilets are the only long-term solution. We must treat 013
our human bodily waste the same way we treat other dangerous toxins., Keep them
out of the wastewater stream j

i Experiment on irrigating REDWOODS. Redwoods can utilize water and accept 014
irrigation during the rainy season.

Sincerely,

Ann Maurice
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PUZZLES OFFICIALS
Microbe Elusive as It Navigates

ILLNESS OUTBREAK |

the Nation's Food Supply

By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN
Federal officlals are developing a
crash program to test tood and other
items for an exotic microbe that 15
known or suspected to have made |
The microbe, known as cycle-
spora, is & parasite that infects the

more than 1,000 pecple sick in 11
states. [nvestigators are also shifting
the focus of thelr susplcions from
strawberries to raspberriez as the
Intestine and can cause Intense diar-

source gt contAminativmn.

rhen, weight loss and fatigue. 1t has
caused three previous outbreaks of
disease in the United States, inciud-
Ing one last year jn Westchester
County, but the onex that started this
spring are by far the largest.

The epidemic 13 yet apother in a
long line of new and emerglng infec-

Despite warnings about such dis-
enses, the current cyclospora quts

AIDS that have atruck thls and other

tlons like legionnaire's disease and
countrles in recent years.

rarely the cause of large food-borne
outbreaks and that this Is the first
An outbreak of cryptosporidicsis in
the Milwaukee water supply sicken-

This countty's food supply is con-
sidered very safe. But Dr, Siephen

bresak has caught health officlals by
surprise, They say that parasites are
major natlonsl one in receni years.
ed 400,000 people in 1993,

M. Ostrotf of the Centers far D{sease
Control and Prevention and other
Federal ofilclals sald that the cytlo-

Even with a crash program, track-
ing the route by which cyclospora is
penetrating the lood supply is prov-
ing hard because several (actars

make the parasite lusive,
One is that It takes a week for a

spora guthreak "highlights the po-
tential vulnerability* of the food sup-
ply when a crack appears in the
person to become sick, Several more

safety walls that protect jt.

Continued on Page 14, Column |
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