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- urban wildlife area.

i, resident - S
.;'emaming riverland supported a
diverse population of other native

" California’s hidden treasures.
.. Managed by Riverside County

- 0f Understanding with the

. .approximately 1,500 acres of state

. including the endangered least
" Bell's vireo and willow flycatcher

. ,_'estabh'shed as a hunting club for )

£,

Y lands of the Santa Ana Rwer near
he city of Norco in western
Riverside County, is
unquestionably one of Southem

~Parks and Open Space District
.. (RCPOSD) under a Memorandum

Department of Fish and Game
. (DFG), the area contains

"land purchased by the Wildlife
Conservation Board In the mid-
1970s to preserve riparian wildlife
habitat. Several trails have been
established, and horseback riding
and hiking are two of the favorite
recreational activities for this

Over 180 species of birds have
been documented in the area

In addition to many species of
mammals, fish, reptiles and
amphibians.

* Hidden Valley was originally

~stocked .pheasants. - It was
onverted to a duck huntlng".
olub n the 19605 and over two °
tmdred acres “of ponds were,-
(created to attract migratory and |
~watetfowl. - The .

wildlife species In a natural wetland

lush .native .. Iparian

been diverted from the Santa Ana

‘tertiary treated effluent from the
‘Riverside Regional Water Quality
'Control Plant (RWQCP) located Just
upstream of the wildlife area. The

- completely ;:or ;
recosystem. By 1994, only about 50 - mosquito breedlng grounds.
©-acres of ponds remained due to floods
#’and a lack of reliable water. Habitat
_.%‘degradation had also occurred. Giant
ne (Arundo donax) had invaded the
rea and eliminated much of the once
e .willow,

"_cottonwood and mulefat vegetation. -
+ | 'Water for the ponds had at one time

‘River. More recently it was supplied by

remaining ponds often dried up
ibecame -

“in 1990 the RWQCP began a senes

' of concept plans and pilot projects 10
: “mvesﬂgate ghe potential of yf.ing the

B normal levels of nltrogen “To. remove
the nitrogen 1n order to meet new
regulatory requirements for water . d
discharged to the Santa Ana River r~have been planted. Thls effort will

would cost the City ‘of Riverside
residents millions of dollats in plant
modifications. Pilot projects had

shown that wetlands have the natural

supply was unrehable however, and the -

shallow =
%% day are currently delivered to the

remove mtrogen from the ‘water
by absorbtion. Since the water
in wetlands is often shallow
« there is a higher exchange
.. between the soil and water
. which helps filter _out the
. nitrogen. In the end, this natural - -
. . process brings the ‘mitrogen -
* within required limits while the
water flows allow wetlands to
thrive and grow. Today, as
much as 20 million gallons of
tertiary treated water can flow
through the Hidden Valley area,
meeting the needs and
requirements of a diverse group
of agencies and private
individuals while enhancing
wildlife habitat,
-The City of Riverside applied
" forand received a $250,000 grant
from the State Resources Agency
to proceed with the Santa Ana
River Wetland Enhancement
-Project. A series of natural
channels feeding water to the

Py

would be ‘provided _
The Wetland Enhancement
was completed in late 1994. Between
.10 and 12 million gallons of water per

- wildlife area. Wetland restorahon was_

removed from the entu'e pro]ect Site.”
So far more than 2 500 young
willows, cottonwoods, ancl mulefat

oontinue for ﬂ\re years to assure that T
' species and age diversity ob]ectlves are

‘attained. Removal of the Arundo and | 4
‘a constant sourc of has allowed :

[
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A wlde variety of blrds

3 Photo © Ed E;'y, Outdoor Cahfomra Photography Award Program 1991

ponds and nest in th_e surroundlng habitat.

The Pacific treefrog is one species that .
has received benefits from the project.

remaining native vegetation to prosper
again. Numerous species of riparian
and wetland dependent wildlife have
received tremendous benefits from the
project.

Opossum, bats, rabbits, mice,
coyotes, fox, and bobcat are already
using the area. A wide variety of
waterfowl, herons, hawks, shorebirds,
swallows and songbirds use the ponds
and nest In the surrounding revitalized
habitat.

A coalition of partners was
established to initiate this Wetland
Enhancement Project. The City of
Riverside was lead agency for the
project. Department of Fish and Game,

September - October 1996

Photo © Neil Nagel, Qutdoor California ™™
o Phoragraphy Award Program 1992 :

Including the northern harrler, use the

Riverside Co. Parks and Open Space
District, Army Corps of Engineers, and
the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service as well
as interested members of the public
were involved in the conceptual design

of the project. .
" . The people of southern Californla_ -
‘have benéfitted the most from this =
-project. The newly revived wildlife area

provides many low lmpact recreatlonal
opportunities.

Hiking, plcnicking, blrdwatchlng, .

and wildlife viewing are among these.
An actlve environmental education
program for the general public and
school groups has been established.
Administered by Riverside County

example  of

-~ environmental issues.
" Information on the area, call Diane

2.

*;«"
'ﬁ"s*-,{"‘ -
e T SRR L B

' The river area supports a dwerse
population of wuldllfe includlng ringneck
' :,‘_-snakes S .

o

Parks and Open Space District, this
program provides educational and
interpretive programs in wildlife
conservation and water quality.

The Hidden Valley Wetland
Enhancement Project provides an
agencies and the
community working together to find
equally beneficial solutions to
Far more

Falconer at 909-785-7452. wm

Jomes Davis fs ¢ wildiife biclogist with the
northern unit of Department of Fish and Game's

Region 5.
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