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REVIEW AND QUESTIONS ON THE EIR/EIS DRAFT SUMMARY DATED
JULY 1996 SANTA ROSA SUBREGIONAL LONG-TERM WASTEWATER
PROJECT

l "MAYBE " S are not appropriate in situations where " KNOWNS" exist. 001
TABLE 1-13 pagel-46 to 1-57 |

SOCIO-ECONOMIC —page 1-57
| 18.2 — LOSS OF PROPERTY AND LAND--JDAMS — ALL DAM SITES 002]003
ARE PROPOSED ON AN ACTIVE EARTHQUAKE FAULT {- page 1-57
Condeming land for a dam would cause loss of land, houses, barns, wells,
septic systems, roads, grasing land, fences, irrigation dams, etc.. Other land
becomes unusable . More wetlands are created . Who would build at the
base of an ¢arthfilled embankment dam 2500 ft. long and 300 ft. tall ?
(average for proposed dams) To run a ranch you need land , and all of the
above and more. At what cost and to whom ?|

Replacement costs are exorbitant-— adequate housing, bams, fences, septic o004

tanks, fresh water wells for drinking, placement of holding tanks and
buildings in relation to dam and water ways---to mention a few. At what
cost and to whom ? What about permits that would be required for
redevelopment 7 At what cost and to whom ?|

l Williamson Act-— What about back taxes, who is Iiable?l In the Williamson 005|006
Act , Government Code Section- Article 6 --# 51290 (see attached cOpy{’ p - [5)
it states that farm land cannot be condemned if other ways of soiving the
problem are available---- and we know of many other alternatives some
not addressed in the draft--- returning water to City of Santa Rosa to use
in toilets and to water yards, parks, schools, ete., is one that could be

fazed in . |

| 18.1-- INCREASED SERVICE CHARGE FOR WASTE WATER---page 1-57 ooz
How much increase will this be ? Cost to homeowners getting rid of waste
water? Cost to those using waste water--- pipes, fencing, cross fencing, imgation
system, seed, equipment to maintain and use system, hired help, need for more
pressure to pump irrigation, erosion control , usage and hook up expenses, number
of government agents to police the operation, cost to correct problems and
complaints that arise, etc ?|

)
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Insurance companies may not insure properties in close proximity to dam 008

sites because of the eminent hazards associated with earth filled enbankment
dams. Who will carry liability insurance and at what cost and to whom ?|

[ 13.6.1 and 13.6.2— NOISE -- page 1-52 -- —-from pump station 009
What will the noise level guarantee be? Who is liable if this increases? At what
cost and to whom ? Will the noise effect the "contenteicows" production of milk? |

! 12.2.3 and 1.2.5 --AIR QUALITY --page 1-51 010
What are the olfactory expectations and guarantees? Who is liable if this becomes
more noxious? What expectations should those living with dam expect? |

! 8.5.3 to 10.9.1-JURISDICTIONAL WETLANDS, AQUATIC and TERRESTRIAL 011
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES — page 1-49 to 1-51
Changes by implementation of plan = more water---irrigation, seepage, overflow
etc. What demands and changes and controls will be legislated ? |Regulations = 012
expense. Who is liable for the expense to insure wetlands will not be adversely
affected? |-—--| Who is liabie for the possible relocation or modification of holding 013
ponds and buildings, or other unforsegable problems ”| What happens when rains 014
create more water and flooding occurs? Several dam sites are above the Esteros
and will adversely effect the habitate so closely monitored by the
environmentalists and other caring individuals. How will they be appeased---at
what expense and to whom 7}

I 4.4C t0 6.9.2-- IMPACT ON WATER SUPPLY--- page 1-46 to 1-48 015
Toxicity due to added nitrogen , ammonia, salt, oxygen, sulfates,
metals, etc. will affect the surface water, groundwater, wells, j ?

| This in turn affects the soil, water supply, and things growing on it and in it and 016

those eating the products produced from the land. Who s liable for providing

pure water to those affected ? At what expense and towhom?] Low flat lands used 017
for pasture, silage, crops, already have high water tables most of the year. Who is

liable and responsible for monitoring the waters? At what cost and to whom?

Sludge will impact the problem even more. J

! 3.4.1 to 3.9.3~ GEOLOGY, SOILS AND SEISMICITY—-page 1-44 to 1-46 018

Corrosive elements in the soil are mentioned which" MAY™ { WRONG WORD)
"WILL" affect the pipelines and irrigation lines. Expansive soils and liquefaction

due to an earthquake are mentioned. What pipe matenals are used?| What isthe 019
life expectancy of the matenals ? Are there guarantees of warrantees AWho is 020

(&
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liable and responsible for installing the lines and replacing them as needed ? What

are the costs and responsibility for the landowner|Is it reasonable to locate 021
pipelines et al in areas of unstable slope conditions and active fault lines?| The 022
information is disclosed but who is held liable and responsible for the failures 7 At

what cost and to whom? 1 do not accept the mitigation measures mentioned in

the draft as adequate solutions to problems that might occur if "MOTHER

NATURE"
Will insurance companys provide needed liability insurance to property owners? | 023
EARTH FILLED EMBANKMENT DAMS do not offer much security to 024

communities down stream from these dams especially as the dams proposed

average 2500 felong and 300 ft. tall] Pagéd.19.5 and 6 states that if the dams 025
burst --the maximum water depth would be Stte 3A-- 80 feet high at Two Rock,--

Site 3B-- 20 feet high at Bloomfield,--Site 3C-- 17 feet high at Valley Ford and 17

feet high at Bloomfield,— Site 3D 15 feet high at Valley Ford and 17 feet high at
Bloomfield, and --Site 3E-- 76 feet high at Fallon-Two rock and 61 feet high near

Fallon. ** Small dams - one concrete (reported never to leak ) , and one earth

filled embankment dam- above Oakmont, are leaking now, as stated in the Press

Democrat three weeks ago. |

MY EXPERIENCES WITH EARTH FILLED EMBANKMENT DAMS AND
EARTHQUAKES AND EROSION CONTROL PLANS

| Earth filled embankment dams tend to leak or at least seep. The addition of a 028
tremor increases the fact. Who is responsible when this happens 9 What are the 027
costs?fHow much seepage is allowed as acceptable? More seepage means more 028

ground water . More ground water means less useable pasture without
drainage. Who is responsible for this and at what cost 7--- see attached letter » 3
presented to the City of Santa Rosa public hearing, September 24, 1996. |

1.5.3 10 2.7.3AGRICULTURE and LAND USE -—page 1-44
[Land will be lost at the reservoir site or sites--- not only the dammed land filled 029
with waste water but also land and buildings surrounding the dam. More ground
water from seepage, etc. rendering flat lands at base of dam useless except as
marshj Top soil with added chemicals from irrigation and seepage will reduce soit 030
productivity and change land use. Consequently, more land is lost then shown in
charts (pages 1-31, 1-38 }|Page 1-44 # 3D does not acknowledge loss of farm 031

fand.
| Williamson act-—- who is liable and responsible for back taxes on lost land 7 | . 032
What about land value and use of once productive land, now land deamed 033
P

unusabe because of consequences of the wastewater project ? How is one
reimbursed for this 7 Who is responsible and at what cost and to whom 7 Less
costly solutions are available with less impact. |

(2
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| The mitigation measures listed in your report for the West County irrigation are not

adequate to compensate for acts of Mother Nature, Creating dams on known active

earthgquake faults is defgingrxlungic:I-and I want it to be on record that I do net
agree to be bound by the disclosure of any potential consequence or impact listed in

A ts = g ' : astewater Project's Environments

I reserve all

rights in law and equity and refuse to release, waive, acquit, or discharge any
potential claim either known or unknown, which 1, my family, agents, or assigns
have or may have in the future against any individuals or entities, whatsoever,
including the City of Santa Rosa as well as its agents, employees, and assigns
arrising from or related to the City of Santa Rosa's Subregional Wastewater

Project. |

QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS ABOUT CONTRACTED WATER:

i, What does it mean? What are the costs to the ranchers? |

034

035

D36

2. Loss of land --- to dam, to land below dam = usage change |

037

3. How do you avoid and contro! discharge during flood times ? |

038

+ Need more fencing and cross fencing --- will the city of Santa Rosa purchase
these, or ranchers? Cost 7 |

039

s Irrigated land would be more productive, but will the cost be more or less than
costs of silage and hay ? |

¢ .What county and state permits would be involved and what are the costs ? |

2 Who is financially responsible for a good supply of fresh drinking water if wells
are destroyed because of waste water? At what cost and to whom?|

& Who is financially responsible for septic changes that might be required 7 At what

cost ? |

g Will there be enough water pressure for irrigating the contracted acreage?
If not who purchases and maintains the pumps and equipment to do so? At what
cost and to whom? |

Jo!f you contract for water/acre, are you required to use all of it if you do not need
it? Are you charged for it? Who pays for the use of the water and at what cost 2|

()

040

€41

042

043

044

045
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I 1+ If you contract for the water when do you need to begin use? Getting rid of weeds 046
takes time and is necessary before planting a permanent pasture. One might want
to do a silage crop then plant a pasture ?|
| 12. Who provides the seed? At what cost? | 047
] /3 Who provides the irrigation pipe and sprinklers ? At what cost ? | 048
| /¢ What about maintenance and extra equipment? At what cost? | 049
| 050

/§Who will monitor chemical and metal build up? If clover is used more nitrogen
goes into the soil ? Other chemicals are questionable, also. How do you monitor
this and at what cost?| When pipes are flushed what about sludge build up 72(3-3-5) | 051

| In five years or more if research discovers adverse effects from using waste water 052

to irrigate pasture and cropsahn_isiab.lﬁ'ﬂSludge was mentioned. Are users of 053

wastewater required to take sludge ? |

[ /6 Impact on the Esteros due to storage and irrigation is significant. (p 1-35) 054
The Estero is down hill from several sites. Excess rain and tides already cause the
Esteros problems. Who is responsible for excess wastewater fupning into the

Esteros ? At what cost and to whom ? |

! 47 What are costs of hook up fees? At whose expense? | 055
| /# When you irrigate you can put more animals on less land for a short penod of 056

time. Rotate pastures . Animals cannot be on land that is being irrigated as it ruins
the pasture. Must let it sit for two weeks to get some growth before rotation =
more cattle on less land. Is this cost effective? Flat lands already saturated most of

the year. |

| 14 Your survey mentioned many would use large amounts of the waste water. In
your survey, how much padding did you do? If a rancher said he would irrigate
5 acres. How many feet per acre would you sell him for pasture? (2 acres/foot )
| If you irrigate from late spring to early fall, what happens to contracted water 058
when it is not used because of lack of need? More would cause erpsion and other
problems. What happens at dam site if you cannot get enough people to use and
pay for water? Will the rancher or other body be made to take more of then the
con 2| What will the cost of the water be to the user? 059

087

26 Will there be an irrigation managers? At what cost and to whom? |

| 21 What will happen when one tries to insure ones property ? What will the increase 060
in the price be? Cost for liability et al. |

(s)
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22. Ranchers lives have been turned upside down for several years. Not knowing
what the future holds for them and their families has created phenomenal stress
and anziety. Companies have been sued billions for less stresses then this.
What is the cost? |

061

2 3. Remaining land use: providing any luseable land is left. Will we be able to operate
our ranch as a dairy ranch as it has been used for years or will more government |

! o, What does " the life of the action "* mean . This was mentioned in several places

in the plan ? It said that ???would control, preserve and maintain the operation
for this long ? How long is this? What happens after?|

062

063

2s. City of Santa Rosa representatives will be up for election in November. Will
the newly elected officials be aware of all the significant wastewater issues and
their impact to carry on intelligently to come up with a decision as to the use of
the wastewater, or will the taxpayers, property owners, and all others affected by
the plan remain in limbo as has happened for the last 11 years ? |

064

CONCLUSION:

It is inconceivable to me that Santa Rosa would consider condemning valuable and
increasingly scarce, prime agriculture land for storage sites as a viable option. Santa Rosa
claims that emptying this pure, clean, reclaimed water directly out into the ocean would
significantly limit their ability to control growth. Does this hold water??? Wouldn't it make
more sense to pipe this pure water directly back to the City of Santa Rosa to reuse in their
toilets and to water their yards, schools, playgrounds, parks, golf courses, etc..,or out into
the ocean? Parties interested in using the reclaimed water: ranchers, vintners, Geyserville,
to name a few, could hook up to the pipeline and divert it to their use at their expense. |
heartily approve of using the waste water when and where it is needed. This plan would
avoid condemning valuable agriculture property for reservoirs and Dams that very likely
will burst during the next earthquake. Isit Waestside's problem that Santa Rosa cannot
control the growth plan in such a way as to monitor it effectively without having to use

visible waste water dams as its main factor of control? Dams built on an active earthquake
i will

fautt| What happened to zoning and other reguiatory statutes which controll building
more dams be required as more growth occurs condemning more property in order to
accommodate ever expanding building creating even more negative impact on the already

shrinking agriculture and ecological habitat ? |

The City of Santa Rosa has made reviewing these documents extremely difficult.
These plans affect our land. The language used is too technical to understand by
the lay person. Understanding the organization of the documents and tracing
through point by point all 18 volumes on all issues affecting a property was
impossible and most of us did not have a C.D. rom or access to the 18 volumes,

&/

065

0GB
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The cost of purchasing the volumes or a CD rom was expensive. Having to hire 068 (cont.)
someone to interpret the documents inorder to understand all the hidden

significancies is expensive.-—This is not making the documents easily available to

be reviewed by the public and by those affected by the proposed project as required

by law. |

(Y

DECEMBER 1996 COMMENTS ON EIR/EIS PAGE V-428



LETYER 65

Fresented ot Public He_a.mm\ &M‘J&-j’ 1996

My name is Mary Blanchard Coletti 069

I live at 1286 SE 38th St.,Hillsboro, Oregon

I am a member of the APRA- Agricultural Property Rights, and Friend of the
Estero

I am addressing Table 1-13 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity 3.4-3.9 Draft Summary-
West Side Alternative

My family has owned ranches affected by the EIR-EIS project for 5 generations.
I am trying to understand why Santa Rosa is proposing S Wastewater Dams to be
built on 2n active earthquake fault.

In 1906—-—-90 years ago ——less than a life time in my family---- our family home
was rocked off its foundation and shattered to the ground.---- My Great Aunt Susan
was in that house— had a stroke and died. If you look at the hills above the home
site you can see where the earth opened and did not realign as it closed . A dam site
is proposed on this same property.

We have had many significant tremors since then that have caused the ground to
shift and crack.,---— roads and bridges to collapse-——-roads and bridges designed
by competent government engineers. I'm sure you all remember the quake that
caused the collapse of the Oakland Bay Bridge and the cracks in the Cypress
Highway —-----and then the Ferndale quake —--— |

I Santa Rosa is proposing 5 Earth Filled Embankment Dams . 1 have had several 070

experiences with these. They leak or at least seep. This is lucky for the little fishies
who like to have this water to swim and live. Will the littie fishies want to playin the
wastewater below the wastewater dams ? --—---And where does the water go from
there ?-—-- to the creek -—to the stream -—to the river--— to the ocean. |

I We have worked closely with soil and erosion contrel trying to solve an erosion 071

problem —- Drive down Dillons Beach road toward Tomales and look to your right--
-- an erosion control project was engineered...Year one --the design washed out--—
Year two-- the next design washed out—-This year we will try a new plan ! --
Problem----- unusually heavy rains---- Don’t you think that unusually heavy rains
should be considered when designing an erosion control plan? |

! Page 4.19.5 and 6--If the dams burst-——- Imagine this -—-the maximum water depth 072

would be-—--- site 3A ---80 feet high at Two Rock -—site 3B —-20 feet high at
Bloomfield ----site 3C --—- 17 feet high at Valley Ford and 26 feet high at
Bloomfield.-- site 3D -—-15 ft high at Valley Ford and 17 feet high at Bloomfield.—
and site 3E--76 feet high at Fallon-Two rock- and 61 feet high near Fatlon,

How could we call 911 --—— all fire stations would be under water! |

®)
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! I do not think that the proposed Mitigation Measures are adequate solutions to the 073
problem that would occure if Mother Nature decided to have her way.. |

&)
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