ATTACHMENT 4

COMMENTS ON INDIVIDUAL WATERBODY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

DOMINGUEZ CHANNEL AND LOS ANGELES/LONG BEACH HARBORS


Water Segment:

Dominguez Channel (lined portion above Vermont Ave.)

Pollutant:

Chromium

SB Decision:

No reference made to it 

RB4 comment:
Change listing to Dominguez Channel estuary (unlined portion below Vermont Avenue).  Presumably since no reference has been made to this listing from 2002, it would carry over to the new list.  However, as was the case with a number of other listings for the lined portion of Dominguez Channel, this was a listing from the estuarine portion of the Channel based on sediment as the matrix and incorrectly applied to the lined portion.  There is no sediment in the lined portion and no sediment samples have been collected in the lined portion. Listing is supported for the estuary on the basis of 1/6 sediment toxicity hits and sediment exceedances for chromium in 4 out of 93 samples. 

Water Segment:

Dominguez Channel Estuary (unlined portion below Vermont Ave.)

Pollutant:

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs) (Aquatic Ecosystems)

SB Decision:

Delist

RB4 comment:
In the text of “Weight of Evidence” and “SWRCB Staff  Recommendation”, add Benzo[a]anthracene to the list of individual PAHs exceeding sediment quality guidelines (see separate comment below regarding listing benzo[a]anthracene in sediment for this water segment).  Also, it’s unclear why “Aquatic Ecosystems” appears in parentheses after “PAHs” in the Pollutant section of the delisting as well as on many other fact sheets dealing with PAHs.

Water Segment:
Dominguez Channel Estuary (unlined portion below Vermont Ave.)

Pollutant:
Benzo[a]anthracene

SB Decision:
Do not list

RB4 comment:
List.  The same amount of information is available for this PAH as is available for Benzo[a]pyrene, Phenanthrene, Pyrene, and Chyrsene, all of which were recommended by SB for listing.  Samples were collected at the same locations and all the same supporting evidence (benthic community degradation in the estuary and sediment toxicity close by and 8 out of 41 samples exceeding sediment quality guidelines) applies. This is sufficient evidence of impairment based on the Region’s narrative objectives.

Water Segment:
Los Angeles/Long Beach Outer Harbor (inside breakwater)

Pollutant:
Polychlorinated Biphenyls

SB Decision:
Delist

RB4 comment:
Do not delist.  Consistent with other recommendations, State Board should not delist this waterbody-pollutant combination given the existence of a health advisory. Section 4.11 of the Listing Policy is referenced but the key wording in that section is:  “If warranted, a listing may be maintained if the weight of evidence indicates a water quality standard is not attained.” Clearly, water quality standards are not attained if there is a health advisory for fishing based on excessive PCBs (and DDT). All other water segments in the harbor area subject to the health advisory are being considered for either Listing or Do Not Delisting with, in many instances, either no supporting additional tissue (as appears to be required by Section 3.4 of the Listing Policy) or sediment data.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles/Long Beach Inner Harbor

Pollutant:
Zinc

SB Decision:
List

RB comment:
Do not list.  Reference is made in the Weight of Evidence section to Table 3.1 and the allowable frequency of exceedances listed in it.   However, the table implies that 18% is an unacceptable exceedance proportion.   In this instance, only about 10% of the samples exceed the guidelines.  And while there is toxicity in the water segment, there is no indication of what is causing the toxicity.  Previous work conducted by the Bay Protection and Toxic Cleanup Program seems to indicate that multiple pollutants are generally causing toxicity with organochlorine pesticides, PCBs, and PAHs foremost with one or more metals possibly exerting a synergistic effect.

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
PAHs

SB Decision:
Do Not Delist

RB comment:
It should be made clear that LPAHs and HPAHs are specifically the PAHs being addressed

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Zinc

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  All of the samples (10/10) exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Sediment Bioassays for Estuarine and Marine Water

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
“Sediment Toxicity” is the more appropriate name for the pollutant/stressor.  A sediment bioassay is a test – the interest is in the results of that test, either toxicity or no toxicity.

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Pyrene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Ten of twelve samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Phenanthrene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Six of twelve samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Mercury

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Seven of ten samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Lead

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Eight of ten samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Copper

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  All of the samples (10/10) exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Dibenzo[a,h]anthracene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Four of twelve samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Chrysene (C1-C4)

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Nine of twelve samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Chlordane

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Five of six samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Benzo[a]anthracene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Eight of twelve samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Fish Harbor

Pollutant:
Benzo[a]pyrene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Eleven of twelve samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Copper

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Six of 24 core samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Chrysene (C1-C4)

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Four of 23 core samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Chlordane

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Four of ten core samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Lead

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Four of 24 core samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy. 

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Pyrene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Four of sixteen core samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Phenanthrene

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List.  Two of 12 core samples (17%) exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
PAHs

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
List, specifically for LPAHs.  Two of 13 core samples exceeded the sediment quality guidelines, which is sufficient evidence of impairment based on narrative water quality objectives and is consistent with the Listing Policy.  

Water Segment:

Los Angeles Harbor – Cabrillo Marina

Pollutant:
Sediment Bioassays for Estuarine and Marine Water

SB Decision:
Do Not List

RB comment:
“Sediment Toxicity” is the more appropriate name for the pollutant/stressor.  A sediment bioassay is a test – the interest is in the results of that test, either toxicity or no toxicity.

Water Segment:
San Pedro Bay Near/Off Shore Zones

Pollutant
PCBs (dioxin-like)

SB Decision:
Do Not Delist

RB comment:
It is likely that these are total PCBs and not restricted to the dozen or so congeners out of the over 200 existing congeners that are known to be dioxin-like.  This phrase is included in parentheses in other listings also and should be corrected.

Water Segment:
Los Angeles Harbor – Consolidated Slip

Pollutant:
Toxaphene

SB Decision:
Do Not Delist

RB comment:
Delist.  The original listing was faulty since tissue concentrations at this site were compared with background concentrations.  Other pollutants in other water segments have been removed from the list for that reason.
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