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Subject: Comment Letter - 2006 Federal CWA Section 303(d) List 

Dear Ms. Her: 

This ietter IS subr~!i!teC or? behalf of the Sania Clara Valley Urban ~unof f  P0Ilu:ion Preven.tion 
Program (SC'JURPPP; regardin2 the 2306 Revisior, of the C:ean Water A;: Section 303!u) List'df 
Water Que!jty Lin~ited Segments. The SCVURPYP is an association' ot ? 3  ciiies'and towns' in the 
Santa Clara Valley. the Santa Ciara County and the Sania C!ara Valiey Water Disuic?. Program 
particip~nts share a common NPCES permit to discharge ~nunicipal stormwater ta South San 
Fraccisco Bay. 

The SCVURPFP appreciates the opportl~171ty 10 submit comments regarding the suggested 2006 
rev is lo!,^ !o the 303(c:'j Icst for the Staie oi Ca,tifornia. Our commen!s are re!ared to the proposed 
listing of :hree water bodies (;.e.? Anderson and Stevens Creek Reservoirs, and ~ t e $ ~ n s  Creek) 
loca:ea in the Santa Ciara i/al!ey. 
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Stevens Creek. Toxicity ' ,  , 1 

, 
The SCVL;RPPP opposks the pfopo&ed listing of Stevens creek as impaired d u l  't? t~Ucity 
because the 13oiluianil~rocess resgonsible for the o b s p e d  toxicitv has nol been identifiecj, as 
required by 40 CFR 5 7 30.7. ?ollti!ants causing or expected to ca~se.::iolations of t6q applicable 
waler quajity standards nltlsi Se Identified to iist a water bady on the 3031d) !is!. Numerous 
naturally occurring processes resuli in periodic episodes of toxicity in waler Sodies. and thEra is 
no e\iic!ence preserl!ed !ha! the obsen%3tions were no: the result of such processes. 

~nderson Reservoir - Mercury and PCBs 
Stevens Creek Reservoir - Mercury, ?CBs, Chlordane and Dieldrin 

. . 

The SCVUFtPPP.opposes the proposed listing of the S:eve~s C~eek Reservoir as impaired due 10 
msrcw:/, pclyc::io~'ina!ed $ipher?yis (PCBsj. C)?lordane and Dieidrin; af7o Anderson Reservoir as 
impaired cue io mercury a66 PCGs. Ezch of ihe  proposed !istinss is based fir: data ,f:om , 

exi:eir.ely srnall sarri?le sees of fish (2~9) that has not been de!ermincd to be e statisiical 



<.. . . / revrese~tation s! The ccncentrat~ons of r n e r c u $ ? ~ ~ ~ s ?  hlordane, or Dieldrin in trsh consumeti 
.from eirker reservoir. A6 described in' the U.S EPA's Consoliifoted Assessrrient and Listir~g 
MethcldoW~y (2002), smaller sa~nple sizes are m(xe prone lo yield erroneous zssessmefii 
decisior~s because they tiave a iower piobabiliry of dcrect~ng WQSs exceedances. t~nless the 
exceedarrces arc large and pervesive. In the case of Stevens Creek and Anderson Reservoirs. 
!he exceedanws were not "large an6 pervasive". 

Additionally. ~n Ihe report t:ia!,deveI~ped~~~reen~ng vaik:es.(SV) fcr'which OEHAA adopied 
{Yrocberg and Pollack 1999). the authors state (hat.. "The SVs are not inter~ded as ieveis a! which 
consw??ptiori advisorres shou!d be issued, but are useful as a guide to identify fish spec!es anb 
chen~icals from a limited data set, such as this one, for which more interlsive samplmy, analysis 
or health evaluaiion are to be recommet\ded". Therefore, the authors themselves acknowiedge 
the fact that additional sampling is warranted prior to fish consumption advisories being issued 
and subsequent actions (i.e., 303(d) listing) based on these advisories. I 

.Lastly, the SCVURPPP is not clear on the use of the proposed guidance levels and screening 
values when developing the proposed 303(d) list. These proposed levelslvalues were issued by 
OEHAA in February 2006 (Klasing and Brodberg 2006) and appear lo have updated SVs 
presented in a previous repor! (Brodberg and Pollack 1999). Changes to SVs will likely affect both 
consumpt10.n advisories issued by OEHAA and the proposed 303(d) listings that are based on 
these advisories. The SCVURPPP recommends that State Board staff consider using the revised 
SVs presented by Brodberg and Pollack (1999) when developing the final proposed 2006 303(d) 
list. 

.Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 2006 303(d) list. If you require 
additional information or have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (530) 
832-2852. 

Sincerely, A 

SCVURPPP Program Manager 

cc: SCVURPPP Management Committee 
SCVURPPP Monitoring AHTG 
SCBWMI WAM Subcommittee 
BASMAA Executive Board 
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