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Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board
State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000

Subject: Comment Letter — Bacteria Provisions
Dear Ms. Townsend:

The Stakeholders Implementing Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) in the Calleguas Creek
Watershed (CCW) [hereinafter referred to as the Stakeholders] are writing to comment on the
State Water Board’s proposed Part 3 of the Water Quality Control Plan for Inland Surface
Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries of California (ISWEBE)—Bacteria Provisions and a
Water Quality Standards Variance Policy and the Proposed Amendment to the Water Quality
Control Plan for Ocean Waters of California (Ocean Plan)—Bacteria Provisions and a Water
Quality Standards Variance Policy (hereafter Bacteria Provisions).

The Stakeholders commend the efforts by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water
Board) in developing the Bacteria Provisions. These documents will help to standardize the state
approach and further protect California waters and human health. As stated in the Staff Report!,
the Bacteria Provisions seek to establish consistent statewide water quality objectives (WQOs)
for California waters using the 2012 USEPA Recreational Water Quality Criteria (hereinafter
USEPA 2012 Criteria)” as a framework. The Bacteria Provisions are also meant to provide the
Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Water Boards) “with tools and direction in
addressing specific issues related to applying the Bacteria Objectives.”

! Draft Staff Report, including the Draft Substitute Environmental Documentation, for the Bacteria Provisions. June

30, 2017.
2 US EPA. 2012. Recreational Water Quality Criteria. Office of Water 820-F-12-058.
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The Stakeholders support the SWRCB’s efforts to update the state bacteria objectives and the
variance policy. However, the Stakeholders feel there are changes which could provide
improved guidance to Regional Water Boards, support more effective implementation of actions
by the regulated community to protect human health, and allow more accurate and timely
methods in response to advances in the available science. The Stakeholders have three
categories of recommendations that are summarized below and detailed recommendations to the
Bacteria Provisions and Staff Report are included in the attachment.
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g.

The Stakeholders recognize the large amount of work that went into developing the Bacteria
Provisions, and we appreciate the opportunity to participate in the working groups. The
Stakeholders support the efforts already made by the State Water Board and continue to support
them in the finalization of the Provisions. The intent of our comments is to further improve the
Provisions so that they can be best utilized by the Regional Water Boards to protect human
health. If you have questions, please contact Ashli Desai at (310) 394-1036 / AshliD@lwa.com
or me at (805) 388-5334.

3 NGI = National Epidemiological and Environmental Assessment of Recreational Water gastrointestinal illness rate
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Sincerely,

v

ucia McGovern
Chair of Stakeholders Implementing TMDLs in Calleguas Creek Watershed

Enclosure: Detailed Recommendations to the Bacteria Provisions and Staff Report

cc: Nick Martorano, SWRCB
Stephanie Rose, SWRCB
Michael Gjerde, SWRCB
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Detailed Recommendations to the Bacteria Provisions and Staff Report

L. Make the Bacteria Provisions Adaptable to Changing Science

4 USEPA. 1986. EPA’s Ambient Water Quality Criteria for Bacteria — 1986. Washington, DC. EPA440/5-84-002.

3 USEPA. 1976. Quality Criteria for Water. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Washington, DC.,

6 USEPA, 2010a. Report on 2009 National Epidemiologic and Environmental Assessment of Recreational Water
Epidemiology Studies. Office of Research and Development. EPA-600-R-10-168.
USEPA, 2010b. Quantitative Microbial Risk Assessment to Estimate Illness in Fresh water Impacted by
Agricultural Animal Sources of Fecal Contamination. EPA 822-R-10-005.
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7 Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP). 2016. The Surfer Health Study: A Three-year
Study Examining Illness Rates Associated with Surfing During Wet Weather. Technical Report 943.
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8 USEPA. 2014. Site-Specific Alternative Recreational Criteria Technical Support Materials for Alternative
Indicators and Methods. Office of Water and Science and Technology Health and Ecological Criteria Division.

EPA-820-R-14-011
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II. Allow Regional Water Boards the Flexibility to Use All Available Tools
5.07
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® USEPA 2012 Criteria Sources: Roser et al., 2006; Schoen and Ashbolt, 2010; Soller et al., 2010b; Till and
McBride, 2004; WERF, 2011.
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i |

10 State Water Resources Control Board Resolution No. 2014-0005.

1 Staff Report, Basin Plan Amendments, Revisions to Recreational Standards for Inland Fresh Surface Waters in the
Santa Ana Region. January 12, 2012.

12 Cooperative Instream Flow Services Group, Instream Flow Information Paper No. 6, June 1978.
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III. Address Outstanding issues with Bacteria Objectives
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13 Reconsideration of Certain Technical Matters of the Santa Monica Bay Beaches Bacteria TMDLs; the Marina del
Rey Harbor Mothers’ Beach and Back Basins Bacteria TMDL; and the Los Angeles Harbor Inner Cabrillo Beach
and Main Shop Channel Bacteria TMDL.: - Staff Report — Los Angeles Water Board.
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5.13

il

14 NGI = National Epidemiological and Environmental Assessment of Recreational Water gastrointestinal illness
rate


kblack
Highlight

kblack
Typewritten Text
5.13

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Rectangle

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight


5.14

Comment Letter — Bacteria Provisions
August 16, 2017
Page 15 of 16


kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Typewritten Text
5.14

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Rectangle

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight


5.15

Comment Letter — Bacteria Provisions Attachment

August 16, 2017
Page 16 of 16



kblack
Typewritten Text
5.15

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Rectangle

kblack
Highlight

kblack
Highlight




