
 

 

August 20, 2013 
 
 
 
Mr. Peter Mizera (USTClosuresComments@waterboards.ca.gov)  
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street, 16th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
Subject:  Comment Letter – Nguyen Property Case Closure Summary, 960 King Road, San 
Jose, CA 95116 
 
 
Dear Mr. Mizera, 
 
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) is submitting the following comments on closure 
of the subject fuel leak site. The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) is the groundwater 
management agency for Santa Clara County and also provides flood protection, stream 
stewardship, and water supply for the nearly two million residents of the county. Nearly half of 
the water used in the county comes from groundwater, and in the southern portion of the 
county, it is the sole drinking water supply source. Most public water systems in the county do 
not require wellhead treatment and the District works to aggressively protect groundwater in 
accordance with District Board policy.  
 
The District believes that the Nguyen Property fuel leak case does not meet the closure criteria 
for the following reasons: 
 

 The extent of contamination has not been defined. Based on the First Quarter 2010 
Groundwater Monitoring Report the groundwater flow direction is generally toward the 
northwest. Well STMW-3, located approximately 25 feet northwest of the existing tanks, 
is the most down-gradient monitoring point, and 1,000 micrograms per liter (ug/L) of t-
butyl alcohol (TBA) was detected in the last sample collected from this well in May 2011.  
 
The Responsible Party’s (RP’s) consultant concluded that the extent of contamination 
was not defined in the Second Quarter 2008 Groundwater Monitoring Report (the most 
recent report prior to the First Quarter 2010). As no further site investigations have been 
completed, this conclusion remains valid. 
 

 Our records indicate there is an active water supply well and potentially two abandoned 
wells in the site vicinity. The active water supply well is located approximately 320 feet 
southwest of the fuel islands. The abandoned wells are approximately 50 feet southwest 
and 800 feet north-northwest of the fuel islands. 
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The Santa Clara County Department of Environmental Health’s comment letter on closure of 
this site (attached) provides additional rationale for denying closure of this site. The District 
shares similar concerns regarding closure of the Nguyen Property. 
 
The District supports the State Board’s effort to pursue closure of sites that no longer pose a 
threat to human health and the environment. Prior to considering this case for closure, the 
District believes the following actions at a minimum, are required: 
 

 The lateral and vertical extent of contamination must be defined. 
 An effort should be made to locate and properly destroy the nearest abandoned well, if 

necessary. 
 A sample should be collected from the nearby water supply and analyzed for fuel 

constituents and oxygenates. 
 
Additional actions, such as remediation, may or may not be required depending up the findings 
of the investigation of the extent of contamination. 
 
In summary, the District is concerned with closure of this case as the extent of contamination is 
not defined and there are nearby active water supply and abandoned wells. The District 
encourages the State Board to protect Santa Clara County’s groundwater subbasins and 
require the appropriate investigation of all fuel leak sites, which includes defining the extent of 
contamination.  
 
If you have any questions, please call me at (408)630-2964. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
George E. Cook Jr. 
Associate Engineering Geologist 
Groundwater Monitoring and Analysis Unit 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
 
Attachment:  Santa Clara County Department of Environmental Health Letter Dated August 

14, 2013 
 
cc:  Michael Balliet, Santa Clara County Department of Environmental Health 
 Nathan King, Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Region 
 Geoff Blair, City of San Jose Environmental Services Department 
 Bill Dugan, WellTest 
 B. Ahmadi, V. De La Piedra 
 
 
 


















