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Comment Letter — Proposed PFOS and PFOA
Revisions to an Amendment to the Policy for Water Quality Control for Recycled Water

The Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Sanitation Districts) serve the wastewater
collection and treatment needs of approximately 5.6 million residents in the Los Angeles Basin, Santa
Clarita Valley, and Antelope Valley. The Sanitation Districts have a long history of water recycling,
encompassing over fifty years. Currently, almost 900 individual sites served by approximately three
dozen water purveyors use over 100,000 acre-feet per year (AFY) of tertiary treated recycled water for
non-potable applications such as urban landscape irrigation, agriculture, industrial process water, and
potable uses, such as groundwater replenishment. Since the inception of our program in 1962, the
Sanitation Districts have delivered over one trillion gallons of recycled water for reuse.

The Sanitation Districts appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed
perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) revisions (Proposed PFOS and
PFOA Revisions) to the draft Policy for Water Quality Control for Recycled Water (Proposed Policy), in
addition to the comments provided on the Proposed Policy in our letter dated June 26, 2018. As stated in
our June 26, 2018 letter, the Sanitation Districts support the State Water Resources Control Board’s (State
Water Board’s) efforts to amend the existing Recycled Water Policy to update and clarify its provisions,
in so far as those changes will enhance, rather than unnecessarily impede, future recycled water project
development and currently implemented projects. However, the June 26, 2018 letter also expressed our
concerns about the proposed changes to the Recycled Water Policy, including the shift in overall focus of
the policy, addition of a new goal to minimize ocean discharges of treated municipal water, new
provisions relating to wastewater change petitions, new requirements for use of bioanalytical screening
tools, and requirements for selection of analytical methods for constituents of emerging concern (CECs).
In addition to previously expressed concerns, the Proposed PFOS and PFOA Revisions raise additional
concern for the Sanitation Districts about the requirements for selection of analytical methods for CECs
as they relate to the method required to be used to conduct PFOS and PFOA analyses.

Attachment A, Section 1.2.1 of the Proposed Policy provides a hierarchical order for choosing
analytical chemistry methods for analysis of CECs, including a requirement to use “U.S. EPA-approved
methods”, if available. While the term “EPA-approved methods” is not defined in the Proposed Policy, it
appears to include methods published by EPA that are not formally included in 40 Code of Federal
Regulations Part 136. It would therefore include EPA Method 537 for analysis for PFOS and PFOA. The
Sanitation Districts have serious concerns about specifying that EPA Method 537 be used preferentially to
analyze for PFOS and PFOA over other available methods. EPA Method 537 was developed for finished
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