Befors the Division of Water Hssourcss
pepartuent of Publie Works
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In The matter of Applisetion 9008 of Stuert D. Allen TO
Approprists From ¥hitewater River Im filverside County . For Irrigation Purposes.
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Decision A. 8009 D 4/

Decided W 4,738
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Appearanges at hearing held at Riverside, Februsry 2, 1938

For Applicent
Stuart D. Allen ¥ing and Wing, by George L. Wing

¥or Protestant

Coachella Velley County Water Distriot Stewart, Shew & Murpbey
by Arvin B. Shaw

Exsminer:
Harold Conkling, Deputy in Charge of Water Rights,
Division of Water Resources, Department of Publie Works,
State of Celifornia.
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QPINION

General Description of Pro jeot

Under Application 9009, filed with the Division of Water Rescurves

on Junme 17, 1937, Stuart D. Allen proposes %o sppropriate an smount of water

not to exceed 2 cubic fest per second throughout the entire year from Ehitewater
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River st & point witiin the Nwi of NR} of Section 24, T 8 8, R 3 E, S.B.D.&M.

for the irrigstion of 10 sores within the SW} NE} of Seotion 24, 40 seres
within Lot 10 (SE} 5¥%}) Section 24 and 30 scres within Lot 11 (sS¥} 8xd)
Segtion 24, T 3 5, kR 3 E, S.B,B.8M. or a total of BO sores. Appligstion 3009
was protested by Coechella Valley County Weler District.
Protest

The Coaghella Valley County Weter District has iwo epproprietions
before thiz offise to appropriete from Whitewater River.

Application 1128 wes filed on October 25, 1918 and approved on
Jaouery 7, 1919 by the issuence of Permit 536 for an amount of weler not %o
exceed 400 e.f.s. t0 be diverted end spread from the west line of Seetions
20 and 29, T 3 S, R 4 E. to the west lins of Segtions 30 and 3, T 3 B,
RG E, emd Seetion 6, T 4 8, R 5 E, 8.B.D.&. In the order deterzining and
esteblishing the several rights by appropristion to the use of the waters of
the Whitewster River Stresm System sntered April 23, 1928 in conneotion with
the Yhitewater River edjudicstion proseedings this right was limited to an
amount mot to sxceed 80,000 agre~feet per annum.

Applicetion 2922 wes filed on July &, 1922 and spproved on April
19, 1928 by the issusn¢e of Permit 3011 for en mmount of water not %o axceed
39,000 ecre-fest per annum for underground storage of whieh 20,000 asro~Loet
per annum 1s to be diverted from the Whitewater River at & point within the
NE; SEi Seetion 11, T 35 N, B 3 K, S.B.B.&M. and the remsindsr is to be
diverted from tributaries thereto. These rights are alsp set forth in the
order of determinetion referred to ebove.

Protestent alleges in effeet that the approvel of Applicetion 8009
will only result in interference with ite existing rights as more water is

now Lbeing e:trqctsﬂ eaoh yoar from the basin underlying the Couchella Valley
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tc serve sxisting users than annually flows into the besin, Protestant

eleo slleges in effect thet should applicants diveraion works be gonstrug-
ted at the point of diversion described in Applicsetion $009 it would inter-
fere with the sxercimse of its rights sequired from the Depertment of the
Interior to use this land for spresding purposes.
Beariag Set

Applicetion 9009 wae oompleted in acgordence with the Water
Commission Aot and the Rules and Reguletions of the Division of wWater Hesour-
ses and being protested was set for publis heering in seccordence with Section
1a of the Water Commission Act om Februery £, 1938 at 11:00 o'cloek A.M. in
the Couneil Chember of the City Hall, Riversids, California. Of this hearing

appliceant and protestant were duly notified,

Gepersl Disqussion

According to the "Report on Waeter Bupply and Use of Water fron
¥hitewster River Streem System” prepared by this office in connection with
the Whitewster River Adjulioation Proceedings in November 1923, the lowest
d{version on the Whitewater Hiver is that of the Coachells Valley County Weter
Distriet which hes sonatructed a spreading dsm in the X} of E} of Sestion 20,
T38, R4E, S.B.B.AM. 8% which the District under Applicetion 1128, Permit
536 may apresd waters of the Whitewster River to tha axtent of 400 ¢.f.a.
By means of this dem the stom waters are spreald over a grestel arss than
would be sovered undsr netwural conditions thus ingresaing the absorption by
the gravels and conserving water whish would otherwiss waste into the Salton
Sea, The weter thus apro_ud snd sunk into these upper gravel beds goes to
replenisk the underground water sapply of the lower valley whish is tapped
by wells through which the water flows or is pumped and .uud for irrigstion

and domestie purposes.
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Exsept in times of extreme flcood the water of the Whitewster
River entirely sinks into the gravels of the lower Coachella Valley to
replenish the watser which is pumped therefrom. On occasions, and for short
periods of time weter reeghes the Salton Sea. |

. fhe record indiecates thsat although only sbout 17,500 acres have
teen irrigated under Applications 1122 end 2922 éut of a posnidle 25,000
peres the water lewel in the walley has been lowering during the psst 17 years
at an eversge rate of from 1/2 to 1 foot per year. The record alaso indicates
that approximetely every other yeer there is nc flow in the Fhitewater River
below the FThitewater Bridge at Nridgehouse which is logcated above avplicsunt's
proposed point of diveraion. (Trenseript p. 18).

Applicent eleims that the water which he seeks to aprropriate will
be used on landg within the areas of protestent's spreeding grounds and that
such water as is not lost by evaporation will eventually sink into the sends
and grevels to commingle with the weters thet replenish the underground basin
of the lower Cosehelle Valley. The map filed in support of Application 9009
indigates however that the proposed place of use lies outside of the proposed
spreading grounds of protestant as indicsted eﬁ the map‘rilnd in connectiocn
with Application 1122, Peruit 536, The proposed place of use however does
11s within the boundariea of the drainage basin snd some return water may
therefore uliimetely reach the underground basin. The fact remains however
that there would be & loss by eveporstion end plent trenspirstion whieh wonld
deprive the prateatiﬁt of & portion at leest of the wster wmhleoh is nesessary
to augment the alrsédy deficient weter supply.

Only &t times of extreme flood flows would it be possibles for
applicent to teke and use water without probadle injury to the protestant and

these flood flows cocur &t such rare intervels as to render the propomed
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development {nfeasible. It is therefore the opinion of this offise thet
there is insufficient unappropriated water in Whitewmter River to Jjustify

the approval of Appllostion 9009 and permit should be denled.

OFDEE
Applieation 9009 for a permit to appropriate weter having been
filed with ths Division of Water Rescureea es above ststed, e protest having
been filed, a public hesring having been held and the Division of Weser
Regouress now being fully advised in ths premises;
IT IS HEHERY ORDERED that saild Applicstion 3009 be rejested and
sanoslled upon the rseords of the Divielon of Water Resouraes.

YITHESS my hand and the senl of the Depertment of Publis Works of

the 3tate of Californis this M day of W 1938,
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