
Water Rights Flow Chart - Registration Program

Renewal of Small Domestic Use, Livestock Stockpond Use and Small Irrigation Use

On a quarterly basis, State Water 
Board provides renewal forms to 

water right holders subject to 
renewal during that quarter 

On an annual basis, State Water 
Board provides a list of all water 
right holders subject for renewal 

during the year to CDFW 

CDFW reviews list to determine if 
any of the water rights require 

initial or revised conditions 

Right holders complete renewal 
form and provide form with 

renewal fee to State Water Board 

Do the right 
holders meet the 
requirements for 

renewal? 

If necessary, State Water Board 
amends water right certificates to 
revise State Water Board general 
conditions and/or add initial or 
revised conditions from CDFW 

State Water Board issues 
renewed water right 

certificates 

Right holders divert and use water in accordance with the 
conditions of their water right certificates 

State Water Board revokes 
water right certificates 

Water right certificates are subject to 
renewal every five years 

Yes 

No 

Legend 
CDFW = California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
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