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Ms. Victoria Whitney, Chief :’ = i
Division of Water Rights 2 =
State Water Resources Control Board =5 ‘
P.O. Box 2000 S8 o,
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 - A

Y &

Subject: Merced Irrigation District Petition for Change under

Licenses 2685 and 11395 (Applications 1224 and 16186, respectively)

Dear Ms. Whitney:

On behalf of Merced Irrigation District (Merced), enclosed are the following:

L Petition for Change Form (original and one copy) together with a map (one
original Mylar and one copy).

2. Environmental Information Form (original and one copy).

3. Check in the amount of $10,300 to cover the Petition fees.

4. Check in the amount of $850 to cover the fee for the Department of Fish and
Game.

We are submitting this Petition for Change in accordance with the report by the Division
of Water Rights (Division) following the inspection conducted by Division staff in 2001,
Amended Water Right Order 2004-0041-DWR, and requests by your staff. The proposed
change to Merced’s licenses would authorize the release and use of stored water to satisfy the
terms of the Cowell Agreement (Agreement). The Agreement, dated January 27, 1926,
represents a litigated settlement of certain riparian and pre-1914 claims and quantified those
water rights on the Merced River. The Agreement stipulates a scheduled quantity of flow rates,
measured at Crocker-Huffman Dam, to be maintained by Merced. At certain times, Merced has
been required to supplement downstream flows in the Merced River with releases from storage
when inflow to Lake McClure is insufficient to satisfy these flow requirements downstream of
the Crocker-Huffman Diversion Dam. Merced does not coordinate or deliver water to the
individual diverters named in the Agreement. The approval of this requested change will
represent no change to the historical or current operations of Merced as these operations have
been occurring pursuant to the Agreement and Merced County Superior Court Order since 1926.
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