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SHR-101



Focus areas for Delta Impact 
analysis: “What’s changing”-
boundary analysis 
-Water quality in the Delta* 
-Water flow for supply outside the 
Delta 
-Water levels 
-Timing 

Focus areas for the Delta impact 
analysis:  
-water quantity  left flowing through 
the North Delta natural channels 
-water (flow) rate 
-water (flow) timing 
-upstream operations of SWP/CVP 
and its contractors 
-purpose of (water) use under the 
  existing permits 
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“No injury to legal water rights users”    

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/california_waterfix/exhibits/docs/petitioners_exhibit/
dwr/dwr_1.pdf 
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1. 1 cfs = 1.98 acre feet per day estimated.    9000 cfs x 1.98 = 17,820 af per day, which equals 6,504,300 acre feet 
per year, so why the average yield of 4.9 million acre-feet?    Does it take diversion of 6.5 maf to deliver 4.9 maf?   

2. Will there be overflow or pressure relief valves and if so where does that water go?  Is MAXIMUM capacity for 
each intake 3000 cfs or is each designed to be adaptable to accept extra capacity?  What is the diameter of each 
smaller tunnel  or pipes, and the total number of tunnels or pipes, from each intake structure to the 40 foot 
tunnels? 

3. Will those smaller tunnels or pipes be located at the bottom of the river, mid-river or near the surface? 
4. What is the capacity of each 40 foot tunnel?  In cfs and in acre feet? 
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1. It appears from DWR-1 and DWR-53 that petitioners claim to be diverting 6,504,300 acre feet per year of Sacramento River 
water already, so what year did you start taking Sacramento River water at that volume?  For the water flow modeling, was 
the baseline diversion rate 6,504,3000 acre feet  from the Sacramento River, and if not, how many acre feet?   For example, 
as a comparison, how much Sacramento River water was diverted in 2000, 2005, 2010 and 2014?   

2. How much water was exported from the whole Delta, in acre feet in 2015? 
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Below is a screen print* from the “Delta Water Balance Estimate” in thousands of acre feet, from the final version 
of the California Water Plan Update 2013 showing how much Sacramento River Inflow, outflow and  the EXPORTS 
to State Water Project and Central Valley Project.  In none of those years do we see 6.5 million acre feet of export 
or diversion from the Sacramento River, so how can DWR/USBR claim there is no change to QUANTITY of 
diversion from the Sacramento River?  From 2011 to 2015 how much Sacramento River water has been diverted, 
by year? 

*Screen print from January 2014 and has been subsequently revised several times online by the drafters of CWPU 2013 

If 6.5 million acre feet of Sacramento River water is already being diverted from the Delta, please point out on 
the map the locations of the diversion points.  Does DWR or USBR have smaller intakes on the Sacramento River 
north of Ida Island?  Does DWR or USBR operate intakes on Sutter Slough, Steamboat Slough, Miner’s Slough, 
Georgiana Slough, Elk Slough, Elkhorn Slough or in the Liberty Island or Yolo bypass area? 
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Geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/gama/gamamap/public/default.asp   
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http://baydeltaconservationplan.com/Libraries/Dynamic_Document_Library_-
_Archived/6_17_10_SC_Presentation_Modeling_Update.sflb.ashx 
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Water quantity and levels in the North Delta natural waterways:  Sacramento River, Sutter Slough, Steamboat Slough, Georgiana 
Slough. Elk Slough, Elkhorn Slough, Miner’s Slough? 
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“no impacts to water rights holders”  see  page 10, 25, 26, 29  of … 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/bay_delta/california_waterfix/exhibits/docs/petitioners_exhibit
/dwr/dwr_510.pdf 

One of the exhibits by DWR refers to 
barriers and gates. 
 
Do you think blocking off freshwater flow 
into the North Delta waterways would have 
any impacts on water rights on Steamboat 
and/or Sutter Slough landowners? 
Do you think it would have impacts to 
navigation?  Impacts to humans from 
reduction in drinking water quality?  
Impacts to businesses that are water – 
recreation based? 
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Questions on project related to DWR-510:  
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Wouldn’t leaving only 5000 cfs of flow on the Sacramento River 
suspend the North Delta waterways in a permanent “drought” 
situation, which would trigger more pressure to install barriers 
and gates to increase flows on the Sacramento River, into the 
DDC and Georgiana Slough to help keep the Central Delta 
fresher?  Wouldn’t this create a conflict between North Delta 
water quality and quantity rights and that of the Central Delta? 
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