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Ph.D., Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Limnology, Washington State University, 2015 
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CURRENT EXPERIENCE 
Dr. Ellen Preece has served as a Project Scientist at Robertson-Bryan, Inc., since 2015. Dr. Preece focuses 
on investigating cyanotoxins in western states and using this research to determine risks to human 
health.  She is currently collaborating with leading cyanobacterial harmful algal blooms (CyanoHABs) 
researchers to develop methods to communicate risks associated with CyanoHABs to local communities 
and to better understand the environmental drivers that trigger formation of CyanoHABs such as 
Microcystis. Dr. Preece is currently serving as the Region 9 Director of the North American Lake 
Management Society and Northern Director for the California Lakes Management Society. 
 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE 
Dr. Preece has over eight years of experience researching CyanoHABs such as Microcystis and has given 
over 20 presentations at professional meetings on the topic. In 2016, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) invited Dr. Preece to give a presentation on transfer of freshwater cyanotoxins to marine 
environments at the EPA Region 10 Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB) Workshop. 
 
SELECTED RELATED EXPERIENCE 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan/California WaterFix, California Department of Water Resources—Assisted in 
preparation of the Microcystis analysis in Chapter 8, Water Quality, of the EIR/EIS. Extensively 
researched CyanoHABs such as Microcystis in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and upstream rivers 
and assessed how project alternatives could affect future CyanoHABs. 
 
Transfer of Microcystins from Fresh to Coastal Waters—Worked in collaboration with Washington 
Department of Public Health, King County Environmental Laboratory, Washington Department of 
Ecology and Washington tribes to identify the potential pathway of the cyanotoxin, microcystin, via 
seafood to human consumers.  Designed and performed monitoring studies to analyze microcystin 
accumulation in marine mussels.   
 
Newman Lake, WA Restoration Project - Lead field researcher in assessing effects of hypolimnetic 
oxygenation on CyanoHABs.  
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