





Specific to DCC gate operations, NMFS has convened a team of biologists to develop an initial
set of biological triggers for operation of the DCC during the month of February. Reclamation
looks forward to working with NMFS and other State and Federal resource agencies.

The enclosed analysis supports Reclamation’s conclusion that changes identified in the TUC
Petition are consistent with the drought exception procedures of the 2009 BiOp. Any take
resulting from these changes are within the limits of the existing take limits in the 2009 BiOp.
Additionally, because actions under the TUC Petition are in compliance with the drought
exception procedures described in the 2009 BiOp, these actions do not jeopardize species or
adversely modify or destroy designated critical habitat addressed in the 2009 BiOp. Reclamation
seeks NMFS’ concurrence in this determination.

We look forward to working with you and your staff as we navigate through this extremely
challenging water year and appreciate your willingness to work with us on this time sensitive
matter.

Sincerely,

foud Ty

Paul Fujitani
Deputy Manager, Operations

Enclosures - 2

cc: Mr. Chuck Bonham
Director
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Mark Cowin

Director

California Department of Water Resources
1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Michael A. Chotkowski

Field Supervisor, Bay Delta Fish and Wildlife Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300

Sacramento, CA 95814

cc: Continued on next page.



Mr. Dean Messer

Chief, Environmental Services

California Department of Water Resources
P.O. Box 94836

West Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Mr. John Leahigh

Operations Control Office

California Department of Water Resources
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95821

Mr. Ren Lohoefener

Regional Director

Pacific Southwest Region

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825

Mr. David Murillo
Regional Director
Mid-Pacific Region
Bureau of Reclamation
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825
(w/encl to each)



